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LATE WAR. 

J H E campaign of the year 1756 in a. J>. 
5 North America was clofed with as '?S^- 
i( little honour to thofe employed in The lur- 
5 its operations, and with lefs advan-SmS 
tage to the nation, than that of°^ ^ ^^^^ 
the year 1755, though at a greater national ex- 
pence, and with much larger fupplies of men and 
officers from OW England. Which occafioned a 
fcrious obferver of thofe times' to remark. That 
, the fituation of affairs in North America grew more 
and more dangerous ; and chat it feemed to him 
that the more the colonics were ftrcngthened from 
Great Britain, the more ground they loft againft 
the French, whofe number of regular troops, this 
year, were much inferior to ours \ 

Numerous 

■ All the fucceTs we cin pretend tO boaA of in the coarfe 
of this war, happened in the two £rft ytus of il, when wc 
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A. D, Numerous garrifons being placed in ForrWilliam 

^'^^ ' Henry and in Fort Edward to prevent any fur- 

difoofed^^ prize during the winter, and to defend that coun- 

. try within their protection from infults, the reft 

of the forces were quartered in barracks built for 

that purpofe at Albany, that they might be brought 

had not a fourth part of the regular troops we now have, and 
the-Fiench had at Uaft an equal number, in Canada, and at 
Louiftourg. 

Our campaign in 1755 opened with an expeditiofi againft 
the French encroachments in Nova Scotia, with about 400 
regular troops, and 2000 irregulars from Boflon ; which was 
fo condu£led, that the French forts upon the Ifthmus foon fur- 
rendered ; their garrifons were tranfported to Louifbourg ; 
one of their forts upon the river St. John was abandoned, and 
^eir fettlements abcMit it broke up. The fame year our owi| 
fortifications were advanced as far as Lake Sacrament, now 
Lake George, as in the preceding year jhey had likewifc 
begun to be upon the river Kennebeck, towards tli« metropo* 
]is of Canada : and the French genera), Die&au, who came 
from France that yf ar wit^ ajbp.ut ^60 troops, and h^d begun 
his niarch to inyell Of\yeg6, was prevented from making an 
attempt upon it, and defeated in his attack upon our camp at 
Lake George. And in the year 1 756, a large party of French 
regulars, Canadians and Indians, which attacked, by fur- 
prizjSj, a party of our bacto&-men upon the river Onondago^ 
were entirely defeated by an inferior i^umber of men. 

No fooner were our forces encreafed, by thofe which ar- 
lived here from Europe with General Abercrombie, in June 
1756, but things took a very different turn. Though timely 
information was given, that a large French camp was formed 
^bout ^o miles off Ofwego> with an intent ^e^dily. to. attack 
it; yet that moft mat^ial place w^s loft : General, Webb not 
fetting out till two days before it was taken. 
^ Our next misfortune was the fate of the forts at the Great 
C^irrying- Place, jull now. related pa pajy ^^90. Vol. J. 
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early, and with Ws cxpence and trouble than A. Q. 
heretofore, to the feat of aftion. ; ^'^^ 

As for his lordlhip, he applied ferioufly and don's coa-" 
diligently to provide for the fccurity of the Bripfh ^^^• 
frontiers, in the beft manner his force and fitua- 
tion would permit, to reconcile the jarring interefts 
of the different governments •, to fupprefs every 
fubjcdt of contention, and to bring them to a 
temper to unite cordially, with him, in national 
meafures, for the common intereft, and to be 
.provided for an early campaign. Yet, notwith- 
ftanding all his care, many different parts of that 
cxtenfive frontier, on the back of our colonies, 
were expofed to the ravages of the enemy % and 
the defencelefs fcttlcrs were frequently plundered, 
and moft barbaroufly murdered, without regard 
to age or fex. 

What with the terrible forebodings of thefe dif- its efFeas 

afters, and what with the good management of ^Jj[^nies! 
Lord Loudon, the feveral provinces were brought 
to a more fettled and rational difpofition. Their 
governors not only united with him in every pr6- 
pofal for eftablilhing a harmony throughout their 
. rcfpeftive governments, and to contribute with all 
their ability to the fupport of the common caufc ; 
but they extended their endeavours to gain tHe 
Indians to the Britifh intereft : and they fo far fuc- 
ceeded, that the Dela wares, who form aline alorjg 
the fouthern parts of Penfylvanra, and had leantsd 
very much to the iFrcnch **, were reconciled to us, 

and 

* Thcix quarrel with the Engjifc vm bfegun by the foUo^^-^ 
ing mlfunderftanding : 

A 3 Whilo . 

I 
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A. D. and concluded a peace with the governor of that 
*7^ ■ province. The like good cffca attended the treaty 

of 

While a party of Englilh fcooters were at Shamokin, new9 
was brought that a party of French and Indians from the 
borders of the Ohio were alfo arrived in the neighbouring 
parts« upon which Scaronyade, an Indian chief of the Six 
Ksttions, advifed his friends the EngHfh to return back, and 
by all means to keep on the eaftern £de of the river j in con- 
fequence of this advice they did indeed return back» but in- 
Head of keeping on the eaft, they kept on the weft fide of the 
river, and before they had gone far they fell in with the Frencb 
jparty, who killed four of them, and the reft efcaped. 

Soon after this accident^ an Englifhman that went to trade 
with the Indians at Wyoming, charged them with the mur- 
der of his countrymen* and told them, that upon them their 
death would be revenged 5 this caufed a gregtt number of 
Indians to alTemble at Wyoming, that they might be able to 
make head againft the Englilh, if they fhould be attacked* 
ThisafTcmbly of the India,ns was again reported to the Eng- 
li{h, as the firft ftep towards commencing hoftilities againft 
them ; the Englifh therefore, without enquiring farther into 
the affair, or waiting for the atclick, feized as many of the 
Delaware*, who lived among them, as they could lay hands ' 
on, to the amount of 232. One of thefe pxifoners found 
means to make his efcape, and gave his countrymen notice of 
what had happened to the Delawares. 

Upon the receipt of this intelligence they were extremely 
, alarmed, ai^d kept fcouts abroad to fee if any of the Englifli 
. wer^ advancing in a hoftile manner. 

Such was the iituation of affairs, when four Englifh arrived, 
who had been deputed, though fomewhat too late, to' examine 
into the mifunderftanding, and to compromife it : when they had 
told their melTage, the Indians were about to enter into treaty 
with them» but the prifoner who had made l^s efcape, beipg 
prefent, cried out, " Do not believe thefe men, they defign 
only to deceive you, to make you their prifoners, or to put 
you to tke fword,'* Upon this the Indians immediately feized 

their 
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of the* governor of Virginia with the Cherokees A. !>• 
and Catawbas % two powerful tribes adjoining to ^ 
that colony, and able to bring 3000 warriors into 
the field. An alliance for which we were greatly: 
oUi^d to the influence of the Wolf King, who The Woi^ 
having been folicited by the partizans of France friTifdniip ' 
to break his faith with the Englifli, and informed !;?i^^^' ' 
that two Shawanefe and two Frenchmen,: efcotted 
by a party of Cherokees^ .were arrived at Halbsh 
mer fort on (he i6th of November, and that the 
y 8 th was fixed upon for a meeting with the Uppet 

m 

Creeks, to prefent them with a red (tick, and tQ 
engage them in the war againft the Englift, com*** 
manded all his warriors to be ready at a call, 
armed with their hatchets, and painted red, fully 
relblved, in caie he fhould find any of the Creek 
headmen di4x>fed to liften ^. to that propofal, to 
attack the Cherokees, Shawanefe and French- 
men, that caitie upon^tbat errand ; and there he 
publicly declared, ^' That before an Englifhman ' 

^^ ihould be hurt, he and every one of his war- 
^ riors would facrifice their lives to proteft them^'V 
Which declaration fo effeftually wrought upon the 
Creek head*men^ that they joined with the Wolf 



their hatchets> and knocked them all on the head. Thus hof* 
tilities were commenced and carried o^ b^ both parties with 
the utmoit malignity and violence. 

^ Upon which occafion the Aflembly of Virginia granted 
8000 1. for raifing' 500 men, and tranrporting them to New 
York, and to pay for fervants that ihould inlift. And 3000 (• 
to doath and maintain 350 Cherokee and Catawba Indians in 
our fervice ; and 2000 L to mainuin a garrifon iu th? ChQ- 
Tokec country. « * ^ 

A 4 King, 
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A* 93' King ia liis 'feritimeixta^ /an6 loje&QcLand tboev) ^ 
'^^' tbc red iftick airay $ bnd jpwt: aftop to the intrigiies » 
of iour.<MCtiiie& ata?o^ft the Indiam qn the fron*-' 

d[e»^ ttenioft fiMflckerdpnTvinc^ 

Lofshf Theiaffiar at O^egb) cfid not bdy dlfcodceif 
hw^^- €«r^pcratioiis in America, this year; and fornifl* 
proved in |^ eMtDV ^th a fiiecious arguttie^^i ariidl^gft tha 
theFrencb. lodimiS'toskflm our-c9Hg<»t and mcereft s b^t It wais 
magnMied in everyL coiut of £uK)pe, a^d pub- 
liflied an ItaKan^ under chei direftion o£ the (French 
ambcfUTadbr at Najdea^ with ftich circumftamies^ 
M to f ai& an cipinifbii >bf his ^countf y^ 'Jbp(Fiorky 
itk afms ; to iinp^^fs .ia^rourai)Ie idea ^ his t^a* 
iler'^ flower ; to fink: the credit of tbe: EngKfh 
Ttdurage, :aad 9k> 46xer the Princes a^d JSYates, in 
xhat ^^art of* the v^orid, from bearkemhg to any 
^opofals by a nation, omable to defend cheir own 
•ibtdeinencs: and ibrta* 
Nova See- ' On the. fide -<if Nova Scotbi all things repiain- 
tia. . igd . quiet, this whole year, -fince the jdefeat of 
the enemy ^lear Chigno&o. The. OLicch&ld 
and iNoryvich^ '$d gun Ihips, behngiiig^ to Conl^ 
tsttodore. Spry*s fqpiadnm off Louifbourg, took 
The Arc- xhe/ArcTcn-Ceil^ a.S'reiTch flaip pf . 50 guhs, and 
taken^^ laden with 518 men, and a large quantity of pro- 
yifionis and ftores, for the garrifon of that for- 
trefs. Another French. ibip, the AiBjtic of 300 
iOMf with 70 foUiers on board, and 200 b^risels 
iof powder, two lai^fe bra6 mortars, a number of 
carriages for 24 and 12 pounders, and other mill- 
s tary ftores 5 and a large fchbonier with provifions 
for St. John's IQandj were taken and .carrie,d imp 
\ •- : -'- HaUifax 
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HaUi£uc faail3Dur, by theCentarioii and %\)cc0ft< A7Di> 
CommQ&xrb Holcni^s cruifing with cwoHrlgt ftnpB '^^ 
ZBd a i30luple of floopr iii the faime. latitude^ &il ia ^^^""^ 
with two. French {hxp% of the* Uneand feuriTi4>.Hoimes*t 
gates ; bt»t(CDi»ld do no more than obiige them fuUng^. 
H) Qfkcr oflF^ «fter an obOinace difputr ; : noc ^bcing °^^^ 
ftfoi%enoi3gh to uke ihcm*, .they being /better 
&iling ibips,. and hftd a fcciiiie put to flee tuita 
. The . French account ^xif this engagenneiit fays^ French ac- 
That M; fieaiifier^ commander iof. the fqoadron^ ^^"^^ 
which (aiied:laft April mtkh iand forces for Canada, 
in his rettirn, mth fihi HeroB, the. UloftrQ, zn4 
the Le Corne and Syrene ifi|gates» to Loui(bourg, 
diicovered/ on the 26ch of July, about thiec 
leagues S. of that port, two Englifh Ikips and two 
frigates, who kept their wind ai much' as they 
could in <H4cr to oome up with them. Beaufier 
taking advantage of a gafe, wbidi fprung up from 
theN. bore down upon the Engliih, whohaftily 
tacked in of dor to ftand off. : But the nature of 
his <Mrders obliging him to knd provifion^ at Louill 
4>ourg, a^ fearing that a purAiit would carry him 
to leeM^ard of the port, he ^as obliged ¥o quit 
the .chafe and to enter the haitour. He landed 
the provifiOAS and his fick men with the'-utmoft 
expedition ; and next morning, by five 0*<:lock, 
he got underiall in queft df the Englifh cfuifers ; 
ind about now he diibryed the two (hips^ he had 
given chafe ' to the day before, which now had 
but one 'frigate in company.^ He crouded atl the 
'(ail he could to get up with them : and they did 
fame to get off. Captain Breugn6a of the 

Syrcnc 
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A. I>. Syrenc foon came up with the Engliih frigate, and' 
''* * attacked her fo brilkly, that (he fell back under 
fibe cannon of the men of war, and was fheltered 
from the Syrene, whkh durft not follow. How-^ 
ever this attack gave Beaufier time to come up 
with the two Englifh fhips, one of 74 and the 
other of. 64 guns« He immediately engaged one 
of xhcifii expcfting that the lUuftre, which was. 
up9n his quarter, would attack the other: but a 
^alm cooling on in that inflant, hindered the lat* 
;er from getting up: fo: that Beaufier hiad both 
the EngUHi (hips uponlhim^ and the engagement 
continued very warm till feven o'clock at night ; 
when, a gale of wind fpringing up, and enabled 
the lUuftre to make fail, the Englifh took advan- 
tage of it to (beer off; leaving the Heros fo dif- 
abled in her rigging and fails, and injured in l}cr 
bull and mafts, which had received upwards of 
200 (hot, befides thofc between wind and water, 
that (he.eould not pyrfue them. It further fays. 
That he fpcnt the night in repairing bi^ damagps, 
in hopps.of another bx\^fh with the enemy. But 
next morning, the 28ch, he found them at fuch 
a diftance, as. gave him no^ hopes of getting up 
to them, and tbercfore;retjui:ncd to Louifburg with 
the lofs of 1 8 men killed and 48 wounded. 
Engiiihac- Commodore Holmes on board the Grafton^ off 
couDt. I^ouifburg, in a letter to the admiralty, informing 
their lordfhips of this &me adlion, faid. That hav- 
ing difcovered the above (hips from the maft-head 
to the N. E. direftly to windward, the Grafton, the 
Nottingham^ Hprnet and Janiaica flpops gave 

. 'cha(c 
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chafe and made their firft board to the S. thcf A. R 
fleering direiftly for us till within two leagues i ^^^ ' 
that the Englifli Ihips then tacked, [not to ftartd 
off, but] in hopes to cut the French off from theit 
•port •, and that they hauled in for it.* That his 
fhips purfued them, and brought to, about a leagut , 
from the harbour, where they were come to aft 
anchor, about half an hour paft one at noon. 
That at four o'clock he made fail to the eaftward'; 
and at dark difpatched the Hornet to Hallifax 
for fom6 of Captain Spry's {hips to come and join 
him, and then flood on, as before, till three o'clock', 
when he tacked and flood in for the land. That 
feeing four French men of war come out of the 
harbour and in chafe of his fliips, about eight in 
the- morning, he flood from them to the S. E. 
about a point from the wind, [not to get off, but] 
to draw them from the harbour, judging from 
the expedition with which they were returned, 
that they were full of men, and above his match. 
That when a frigate of ^6 guns fired* upon tlie 
Jamaica floop, (he returned the* fire and rowed $i 
the fame time up to the Nottingham. That on 
the men of war firing at the frigate (he haqled 
her wind, and the Jamaica bore away to the ' 
S. W. That about two o*clock the Nottingham 
fired her flern chafe at the French commandant, 
which he returned with his bow, and foon after the 
Grafton fired her flern chafe alfo. That find- 
ing the (hot reached caph other, the Grafton 
hauled lip her courfes, bunted her main-fail, apd •' 
bore down upon the French commodore, being 

about 
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A. IX about a quarter of a mile from him. T^ k 
^^^ ' fell calm at the beginning of the engagement^ be 
being on the Grafton's ftar-board fide, the other 
Jarge French (hip a-ftern of him, and the Notr 
tingham on the Grafton's lar-board bow, the two 
frigates a mile oflf, and the Jamaica floop fome^ ' 
what more. That the French commodore, find- 
ing his error in permitting his frigates to fheer off 
fo far, pade fignals for them to rejoin him, as 
foon as the wind fprung up, and leaft they (hould 
not come fafi: enough to his afliftance, he bore 
down to them, and was followed by his partner. 
That at feven o'clock the French fquadron was all 
clofe together : and atduik theadion ceafed, they 
fnpt the Englifh] (heering off to the fouthward, 
and the Englilh fquadron Handing to the S. S. E. 
That our men lay at their quarters all night, ex- 
pecting to renew the adion in the morning, but 
were difappointed by the French Ihips bearing 
away N. W, by W. diftance about five miles, by 
day light, and going away with little wind at 
E. S, E. right before it for the harbour of Louif- 
bourg. That our fliips wore and ftood to the W. 
but that theirs never offered to look at ours. That 
they failing better than our fhips, and the wind 
frefhning, and the weather alfo growing hazy, 
were out of fight about noon : that their chief 
fire was at the mails and rigging, which they 
Wounded and qut pretty much : artd that the Graf- 
ton had fix niien killed and 2 1 wounded, 
Haiiifax At Hallifax meafurcs were taken by the gover- 

ioitificd. j^j. |.Q fecure that city and harbour from any fur- 

• . ...... . ^ 

prize, 
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prize, by erefting three new forte with barrackr; A: IX 
viz. one barrack oa the citadel hill, 365 feet biig '^^ 
and 35 wide, of two ibories, wiich a. wall inclofing 
the hill and barrack, and well biountcd with 
cannon, to command not only the whole town, 
but 'as far as a cannon ball can penetrate into the 
woods, it is thought, that, when complete, 
!2<HOCo men wiU not be able to do it any damage, 
the hill being lb fleep, and no place for a bomb 
baetery within reach of it.*~ Another barrack and 
§Qn on the Windmill hill about half a mile fouth* 
ward of the firfi*, and of fmatter dimenfions.-^ 
And a third on the north fide of the north- weft 
j%rn>, on the place called Pkafant Pbint« 

If we return to mquicc into the itate and tranC^ Affairs of 
actions of Europe, we fcall find a horrid fceae ^"'^®?^- 
cf war opening in almoft every nation. Even 
Spain, with all the proiefllons of friend(hip to- 
wards Great Britain, was augmenting her navy^ 
from the fhattefrcd ftatc it was left in by the laft 
War, to 

46 (hips of the line, carrying 3 142 guns Sp^^tiifk 

22 frigates -^ -* 568 "^^^ 

12 Xfcbecques ——**-*-— 224 ' 

2 P^kct boats ' 36 
4 Bombveflcls 32 

4 Fire Ibips — " ■ ' . ■ "■ -^^ ' 24 

5 Galleys ■ 25 



95 veffcls 4051 guns 

A. fea armament,, that could not be prepared on And fnfpi- 
any other pretence, than, to be ready, when op- ^*^^*/'''*' 

portunity 
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A. D. pQTtunity might ftrve, to join with the enctijics of 
^^^ ' Great Britain v and not without great fufpicion * 
of fbme immediate attempt by the united ftrength 
of France and Spain, by /ea and land, to wreft 
' from the Britiih crown the fortrefs of Gibraltar* 
Depreda- The Spaniards continued their depredations in 
Weft i"n?^ ;he Weft Indies. Captain Ebbats in a Qoop be- 
dies. longing to New York, as he turned up from the 
bay to go to the Mufqukos, was brought to, and 
boarded by a Spanifh guarda cofta, who demand* 
ed of him an anchor and cable, &c. and upon the 
captain's refufal to comply with that illicit dc« 
mand, ferzed his (loop and carried her into Port 
Maho. And the Crown of Spain adopted e,very 
meafure to dfive the Etiglifli entirely out of their 
fettlements in Campeachy and Honduras. 
Spam offers Yet this yery nation put on the utmoft appear- 
Satorr*^ ance of cartdour, and went fd far as to offer his 
moft CatboHc Majefiy's mediation between Great 
Britain. and France :. but the terms'" were of fuch 
a nature, that. his Britannic Majefty rejefted them 
with dildain. Which inftead of immediate re^*: 
fentment, produced fuch a temper in the Spanifh 
councils, that his Catholic Majefty ratifiejl the 

^ Enhanced by the recent motions of the national forces 
iii Catalonia, Valencia, &c. and the deftination of the men 
of war. Sec. from Ferrol to^ a port in the neighbourhood of 
Gibraltar. 

« It was faid, that fome of the articles propofed that Eng- 
land ihottld cede Gibraltar to the French and have Minorca 
reftored : and that France ihould exchange Gibraltar with 
Spain, for that part of Hifpaniola now under the SpaBifh 
crown. 

convention 
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Convention for fettling tlie commerce and fiaviga^ A. Jh 
tion of the fubjedts of the two crovrns duriag *^^ 
the prcfeht war, which had been ddayed under J^i^; 
various frivolous pretences. j 

However, their difgufl: and partiality co^d not Seek a 
be fmothered. They fhatched at every cincum^ T^mtL^ 
ftance, that fell in their way, to ground a qua* 
]%1 upon with the Englifh, continuing • their ar« 
maments both for fea and land with great diii^* 
gence. And obferving, that the court of Lon- 
don was icrupulouQy cautious not to furniih them 
with any pretepces of complaint in Europe, they 
revived the difpute about the Englifh right to cut 
logwood in the Bay of Honduras, not by way of 
remonftrance to the Britilh court, agaii^ the 
pradices of our traders in that wood, but by «Refo|^ 
letter dated 14th of September 1756, from the^onstodc- 
governor of Meredith to the commander or prin-* ^Hog-** • 
cipal officer of the Bay of Honduras, fctting forth, "^^^ '"'^ 
** That being informed, the Englifh had ereded 
fortifications, &c. on the territories of his moft 
Catholic Majefty, contrary to treaties betweeh the 
court of Spain and that of Great Britain ; and fur^ . 
ther that the Eftglilh were arming, themfclves in 
an hoftile manner, to make the pofleffions, they 
had indulged them with, their own > he therefore 
ordered them to depart out of thofe territories, 
arid to dcftroy the fortifications ereded thereon^ 
under the peril of being driven out froni thence 
by force $ unlefs he could fhew any right or au- 
thority they bad from thexourt of Great Britain 
for fo doing -, and that all veffels loaden with logf 

wood 
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A. ]>. wood^ taktft on irfaac co^ fbo&Id he dMAied acA 
^^^ oottdeaiQcdtD bafaw&i ptixes.'* 

kn^"^* land; but was not thonght of fucib »0ttiwt3i ti^ 
to ebga^ ijis n^iftrjg m> an open hfS0^ with 
Spaia .at thri tinei and: ; tbe logwoodf^iei^ wc^tf 
. kfi ta the tncrGy of the Spanbr^». &0iiild thiejl 
jiot be itrong enough to dtifmd thcanfehfjesrin thitiit 
jttft aod bwful ancieot pofleffiooe* : 
- Not luccecxiing bf thi^ fcheim to pi34vo^ (ho 
pacific tamper of tho Biadfii tmoi&rji^ fii^te, fell 
IP th^ir way two acddirats: at hosne, which tbtf 
managed viitk gneat dexterity and openiiefe tot 
, convince xis. of their partiality towasds the French* 
and to draw from us a re&ntment fvifficieot to 
juftify a de/claration of wan 
^ The fir il of thcfe. was aa af&ir^ that happened 
of Alee- in the Bay of Gibr^tar. A French ptiinMieer had 
wpon the Carried an Engliftx veflfel :ui8dter the. gMns of AU 
^e^B^ ^of 8^"^*» the Spanilh' fort near Gibraltar, which 
Gibraltar, had beea taken and brought thijcher ffom the 
coaft of France. Admiral Hawks, then r^dia^ 
with his fqu^adron,, in the bay, and Lord Tyraw- 
Iq^, govcrnoi of GiferalWv fent t(^: the governor 
of the Spanifli fortrcfe. at Algeziers, in. tht moft 
polite cnannec and terms^ to demand t4ie reditu- 
don of the (hip in queiticffi, that bajjf bekig within 
' the commad of the Englifh garrifoii. This naeA 
fage was accompanied with a numbei? of armed 
^alk)ps: or men of wars boats, to board the faid 
ihipy and to bring her away^ at all events. But 
tjbe. Commandant of Algeziers received this de- 
mand 
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stand .iivkb:a.faau^dncfi| tbtt indicatai a deter-^) A.J>« 
mined partiality to' the Ereochman, and rftot with* *'*** 
out. thxcatSy in xafe bur ixots dared ; to attempt to ^ 

board the prize* Howeycfr, no menaces nvere fiif* 
ficient to deter the Ehglifli tan from tBxecuting 
tiieir orders ; and being peremptorily denied the 
juftice demanded, they drew Hear the fliore^ and 
niade prefer difpofitioris for leizing the vt&l. 
But, though they, in every other circuknftance, 
paid all the deference requlfite towards the Spa* 
nifh fortrefs^ the Commander thereof £i^d upon 
thctn, as if they had beien. enemies, coming ta 
attack or to befiege him. By which one hundred 
and fifty Englifli were killed and wounded. Ne- 
yetthelefs the (ailors parried their point ; cOt tho 
vcflcl out, and carried her off to Gibraltar. 
. Such treatment extort^ a fevere reprimand from Refentcd 
Xord Tyrawley and Admiral Hawke, who, by ^aSiSiui 
ktter to the Commandant of Algez,ier^, faid,^<>^^ Ty-5 
•* That his behaviour wa3 contrary to the rules ^^ *^* 
^^ of neutrality, decency ami good neighbourhood : 
^* That he (hould anfwer for it before his Sove- 
reign: and that whatever application or ex^ 
tention one migh t pretend tot give to the neut rali-^ 
ty (^ a i]tate, theprotedingof pyrates againft the 
V fubjefbs of a nation, with whom pne is; linked in 
^V ftien40>ip by treaties^ was in no cafe allowed/* 
, The Qomnv^ndaiit juftified himfejf from prece- spanifli 
^lefijis, which he urged, of captures made by the commap. 
F^rench on fornner. occafioiis^. and to^ug^t into tb[si!suU? 
that place under the protcflion of the guns of the 
Sjpanifh fortrefs ^ and that he had done, in this 
"Vol. II. B V cafe; 

IX 
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A. D: ca&9 no mem than hui <juty reqiMrod.;faim tbtkn 

^7S^^ He alfo difpatcbed a courier to tht; -coint of MaM 

comgains ^^d^. ^^j^ ^ partkiitun of thk tranftfkioiC^ 

court, with Im coixqilaim of the violation (^treaties and 

the' law of nations by> the Englifli <fkik>r9, in cut-: 

ing ahd ibrcibly taioiog away the ifaip fsom under 

the guns of hit Ibrtreft* ^ 

Approved The coiirt of Spain took this affair up in a veryi 

court. ^^ ^^^ ^^^ * ^^^y ^W^<y^ ^^ *^*' coinnumdant^a. 

eonduift; Aid it was inponl^ftent with the pacific 

pro^ffion^ of the court of London^ and that they 

would not fui^r fuch s^ violation of tfaeii:r^hts and 

of the honour of their country to pais unrefentcdi^ 

Sir Ben). To whfeh our Ambaflfador, Sk^ Benjamin, Keenev 

moderate »]>Hdd With fuch moderation^ as convinced thern^ 

• ^l^h* that any fatisfa^a^ion woidd be granted, rather 

than to proceed to an open rupture. He adniitced 

the cuftom rof carrying Englifh priaes, n^ade by 

the French into AJgeziers : but added; That the 

fta-officers at Gibraltar had long obfervvdic with 

great vexation ; that this was the cafe complained 

of: that he wmtedfor more precife infodmations if 

though what he had already received was fufficient 

to prove the hoftlKtles were commenced by thti 

Spaniih Commandant ; and that, as for the tttty 

the uprightnefS) with which his Btitannk: Majefty 

'was accuftomed to behave^ tow^s powers ilj 

^ friendfbip and a}Kan<^ wkh kis erowftt, b&^no 

room to doubt, but that he Wbuld give 6elk 

proofs of his care and attention to preferve the 

gpod underftandtng between the two nations. 



\j 
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' ' Wittt the ridtfoh was alamiecl al thS- ihWdtfrit ^ ^- ^ 
and the miniftry weit perplexed, hoW to ftefer '^ 
between the fmputatlon of ^akhets aHd tirni&ityi 
fbrnot tfefefitlng the indignity oflferdd 16 the Br^ 
tilh flag, in a pfbpcr tiraTiner ; and the hot iflert^ 
Ihg 6uf right to the B^y of Gibraltar, agiinft iti 
being mad6 a rkeptadc and pbce df rctfi^dt for 
the Frehch in tinle Of war ; and the danger of fur-i 
hiflitng the Spaniards with an oppbrtanity to throw 
the* Warhe of an open rupture between tfre two 
itfo^ns, lipoii England; another accidem^ftap- Thecafeof 
jptited, whioh, by its greater importance; finotheird '^^^u"^^^" 
the cofrtplaints* about AIg^ziei*s, and difcoVercd privateer 
Inorfc pUbKckiy-the deflre^ of the Spanifti coun- prize. " 
cth to break with Great Brftain. Which hzdy'fbt 
a^Kttle white, -been' fufpcnded, by &n alteration in 
thtf finglift mhtiftry. • ' 

' 'Thi? was^ the eafe of the Antigallican private 
ffiip t>f war, and her prize, driven ihto the port 
of Caclii by ftrefs of weather or contrary winds. 
The Antigallican privateer, of thirty carriage and Her force* 
iixteen fwivel guns, and carrying 268 men, fitted 
but at the expence of 10,453 ^- ^Y private adven- 
turers, in the port of London, and comn>arided by 
Captain William Fotler, late a lieutenant in his ! 

Majefty*s fervice, had the fortune to difcover ^ a 
i^rench Eaft Indiaman (named the Duke of Pen- 
thieVre, commanded by Captain Villancuve, a very 
large and rich Ihip of 1000 tons, and mouritrng 
fifty guns) about feven leagues off Ferrol, a Spa- Her pnic 

where 
taken. 

f On til* 26th of Deceirtlxr 1756; 
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A. IX n^ port in the Baiy o( Bifcaf, early in the mom^ 
*^^ * iag. The French ^aboard jthe Penthievrc trufUng 
in their own ftrength, boije dowp> with the wind 
in their favour, which was then at fouth fQ^th-eaft^ 
and blew from, the land^ and about twelve at 
noon, being about four leagues and half frooi 
the neareft fboie, iired a gun to bring the An- 
tigallican to, then failing under, Sp^nifli colours ^ 
and upon hoifting EngUih colours^ the Pen*- 
thievre fired a broadrfide immediaiely, and half 
another, before the Ahtigajlican fired a gyn, or 
made any fign of. hoftility,: except displaying hej^ 
coloors ; by which Several on board the Antigal*- 
lican were wounded and killed. The Antigallican 
hacviog returned the fire, a cloft en^gement con- 
tinued between both (hips, as. they went before 
the wind, with all the fail they could m^kc frqm 
the land^ for about three hours 5 when the French 
captaint and twelve of his men* being killed. ; an4 
the fecond captain ihot thro' |he ihovilder, and fe- 
ven-and-twcnty more were wounded, the Pen- 
thievre ftruck, and fubmitted to be boarded by 
the Antigallicans ; th^n diftant about five^ leagues 

Wh car- ^^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ light-houfc at Corrunna. 

tied into The captofs would have carried this rich prize 
to Lifbon, as the beft market for her cargo : but 
meeting with contrary winds, which kept them 
beating the ieas, in that difagreeable iituation, off 
the mouth of the Tagus for feveral days 5 and af- 
terwards finding it impradicable * to bear up 

againfi 

« Captain Fofter, in his journal, relates. That upon the 
fixhof January 1757, he was got within the mouth of the 

harbour 
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tgdihft the wind ahd the current into the Bay of A. D. 
Sibralwr^ it #as fefolved, with the advice of the ''^^^' 
#fficerti' to carry the prize with them into the port 
•f^aEdiz^ not <3oabtiilg of pixiteftion fpom a 
neutral nation, in aUiaifce or friendfliip wkh Great 
Bi^kain. . .■ r*.. . - .. . 

When to thteir great^furpriad, «fitor taking flicK*stopt. 
%st in this ^rt, '^nd thb officdTs^ ^ belonging to* the 
iAdiaman had'beeil exathined i^^onoaith, in regard 
to the validity of the cuptui^^ by the coitfu)^ 
vke^^tMifol and his clerk \ > in '^hicb de|x)f»kn]B| 
wh)te.bythemfelvts, and in the French language^ 
they^ amongflf other thin^, voiumarily .deelasredi 
^ That tl^y b^re down ispoiAr tiie: AntigaiUcaii' r 
wkh a refdlutioh to take her, as they imaginai 
ihe was an EngliA fiiipV and made no dcmbt boe 
rfia^ (be woiild 4(aM a very caiy prize, ^becatrfe Ae 
was !(b Ihuch iiifefior in fhse anddiuniea vo tbd 
jE^ehthievre; ^dthat their (hip was fairly taicoi^ 
and^hey wererlawfiil prifoiievs of "^r^ nsri^M 
thfey imagine^ tha^ the4egalfty of the prize wonki 

harboar f^r LifboA i <wliea a ftrotl||igal^ jeomiag ora^ fplit tte 
prize^s maui'Cop^f^ly a94 4fove htr.ov^j tQ ii^a^ wluclvmadf 
it necefTary for his fhip to follow her oi^ and to fend a |x>at 
on board her with fmall fails. That they, from that time, 
beat to windward, till the 2!2d, enddkvounng to inake Lifboi^ 
but could not : diat- he then refoked ta bear aiway for CKdiie^ 
it beiag the firft port (hey could siake« ii^ their gnaat di^^e^ 
the ^ prize not Peering, her fails all jui pieces^ jboth fhjps fo 
leaky, that the pumps were almoft conllantly going, bread 
almoft expended, not above ten days provifions left ; and he 
had advice from the St. Alban's man of war, that there were 
fire fail of French lo^a of war qruizuig upon the coaft. 

B, 3 ever 
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A. D*' e^^F tiq oppQfed OP conufted ; ot ^( the nei)fjra>t* 
* '^^ lifij; of jl*J^ Spanilh. qro wn was at j^H-^iidetl at (hw 

(^ $^^fi Xfk the gayierwr of C^ifci, w^dejain t>o^^ 
Qp^!^ t^e piTtvra^cef^r and tl^ Dyke d« f^njttufwc^ 
and their contents ; upon a remonftrance frptA cfai 
ca^iBpaB^AWt-general: -^ Qalieia, and tbft French 

C09&)} cpnapl^iaing,, tWt Captain ^Foftcr ba^ afri 
' taqk^ ^nd takfln tji< £)i4 pn?j?, contrary to thi 
^;^^$ of oJt^ioni a^-ncvtraJityy. witfeia ibelimifii 
frf*. 81 Spanish fort ; .and praying that'. hts Cathdic 
J4aj«fty wQuW deajdod reftiti^iw. thstwf*^ aod:fii* 
(i$ffi3:ion for fogrofe and nattodai tnfuk. 
Wh • • ^ While the- AnOjgallican.'Hadvbefen beating: the 
^if^ this applicatvon; iupported by the captaia 
fli4 pilPC of the; port of (^orrunna, ajnd &ch .otfafeir 
witD^flcs, tis, the French £;u5irion JtouM eafily. pick 
fM|]i to fwear aoy thing againft. the EngliKb; vas 
gmidilx efponicd by. the Sponiih miniftry, who^, 
JwhhooA \^aitrng for the. Hghis, ^vAidti weve nece& 
fiicjL £o. determine) joftly on ihis^^ifif^ proceeded 
direftly againft the capture, in a council of war, 
«fad upon the firft gilvice of ifs • lying at Cadi^i 
the Spanilh mihi{ldr^,*with the Ring's knowledge, 
UTued orders to ifop both the Antigallican and her 
jpfiie, befo^ the council had gone through th« 
.examination of the complainants, or io much a$ 
gammoned the captors to make their defence. 
p fted '*? ^urfuance of this order t^e governor of Ca*» 
ftjaioft. i^ijj^ pp the i9]th of February^ fent for the Eng» 
bOlf c-oofu]^ and tc3dd him, that i»i was obliged to 

fend ^iTOps-'On l»»d the pi^ixc to detain her. Mr, 
'^-•^ L - Goldf- 



6ol4fiD<0rctef> fhe: GOflfoi)^ '. who dutu^diit. this A* o* 
Ktoic dS^r ^^ with ^rftf^ooi and fir6iQe&, . picH ^^^ 
tefted ag^itft it ia the flnpHfigeft manoer, as coht 
teaty to tseaties, and an open violation of the laws 
of nations. Neverthelefs».iiie gcn^rnor ordered 
all the Artillery on ,the walk* to be loaded, gunt 
nets; to attend with lighted patch; fix con^aaies , ^ 
of giena(fieni :to be reaidy, with nin^t^en rounds 
cS flaot ; aind two companies to board and take Forcibly [ 
potkffion of the prize, vrhd immediately feized ort ^^^^^^^ 
the sndSy niil^zines, i£c, in the fhip: h€ ordered 
two oompttnies alfo to the iotts^ and two more oft 
board the: AntigaUkan', whkh by Admiral No- 
¥arro*S' permiffion was tefttting in the King^s 
I>ock, and lai^ like a hulk^ with its mafts, fails, 
(arms, gun*, &c. in the Kirtg*t ware-houfe. But 
isf laft, cohftioiis of tte illegality of Aich a pro- 
ceeding, which' afeirmecJ *Ke whole city, the Go^ , 
-^rnor^ in -the evening of the feme <Jay, withr 
^rew the tfoiSps from the* fliips ; who not Willing piurid<?M4 
CO go en^^-handed, broke' open fcveral che(ts^ ^J^^^ ^^^^ 
carri^ away every thing ^they coulld find belong- 
ing to ihe ^Elk€r^ afnd drdw, and the very bee^ 
tbac was* drdHitifgcfor dmser. r 

At length the coune^it c^ wa¥, on the aSlega^ Ordered to 
^tions of one partyionly, having come to iMs rc^ ^ to^Thc" 
iblutaon,::** That die vi0latk>n of hts Majeily's Frcn<:h. 
1^' ' terriioory,' and thd iniblt ofiered to it by the pr}- 
;««^ vatder. l)cirig ftilly ^nd* ctearly proved, the pri- . 
J** vateer ought to be ftopt, the captain puniflied,, 
** and- thfe pretended prize reftored to its lawful 
^ Owners the French s*' the governor acquaintad 
r B 4 our 
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A. D. our conful, that he had orders to deli^r the pH^e 

*^^ up to the French conful. Upon which Captain 

Fofter o0ered to depofitthe prize in his, the go^ 

vernor's, hands, till he fhonld obtain a hearing at 

conrt in his* own defence. The governor abA><* 

lutely reje£bed this ei^pedient, and faid he would 

- inftantly deliver the prize to Ae French confoL 

tiont df And the captain as refohafiely declared, that the 

FoJw^ Engrrih'c6k>urs then flying on board the pri:^ 

fhouki never t»e (truck without ibrce. Then the 

tonfol- arid Optain Fofter entering their protefts 

againft all the prgudices refiilting from this arbi^ 

trary' way ' of proceeding, obtained by perjury and 

a denial of juftice from the court of Spain, which 

Sir Benjamin Kecne faid, ^^ was fi> irri^ular; W^ 

^' reafonablcy and' unprecedented, that would 

<^ neither i)ear light nor - jgftification,'^ the c^«- 

Jtain withdrew and went on board. 

Governor This Fcfolution ftaggercd the governor &r a^ 

2|^^^^ whilcr Bu( after cmfuking the/adojiral, who 

prudently refuf^ to advi& about the elocution of 

jprdefs,' in which he wi^ not concernedt hia de^* 

tnamted/io the King^s name the Aiuciicnof 60 

guns^ and a frigate of 36 guns, td an) and aflift 

' him' in thp^ eKecvtion of the King's orders. With 

thei^ the CJovernoF cemirpitted the moft Ihamefiil 

^nd cruel aft qf boftiltty, that has been heard of 

dmong civiliz^ bations. He Rationed them within 

eaptaift fifty yards rf the Penthifcvrcj and though Captahi 

^ra^llx to^^^^^ ofFerpd to rpceive thirty or forty Spanilh 

avqid 4a- ! (bldiers oq board, and faid '\ie womIc} rather die 

^*^^' Und^r his cpjoyrsi U^jtn ftrik? Aejii i :be«ufi? he 

coyld 
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. cmddibllQ^ no onkis, hutiffhat he {toeimd fiofn A* I>. 
ImBiitMmk, M^gdky or the BritHh IMgh court of ^^^ ' 
odmiralcy ; they began to fire u^pooi ber> and lb s^niards 
: coiKuiutei for three quarters of aa hour» though th^ S^Z 
ihey OM* with no manner of rcfiftance. They ^^^ 
iMo fliot awiiy the ^fign Aying 00 bo«r4 the 
p&zfi^ and then Captain Fofter finding thuc it was 
determined to fink him, . fent a noan toilrike the 
peadani^ iwho. war killed by ^ the Spaniards in the 
verya&. They after this kept up their fine, half 
an hour kd&ger, iwt their own diverfion, and fired ^ 

in all apo round, grape /and double-headed i(hot^ 
into the .Pet)^thie¥re> ^ ihe Jay eypoftd. to theic 
cnaelty, widiQut firing * ikigle gun : b^.which one ^^ ^ 
EngliftrfttlgiBa was killed ^nd^feven wounded. mman 

When they eeaftd firings the commodore oidered reVen 
Captain Foflcr on board hia fliip,: toW him hc^^"*°*^* 
waa no piifoner, and,' fenf him afbpre : aod C^ 
taki ]Foft«, irith the eonful». waited on. the Go^ 
vemor^ and aflung- whether he had any con^OHMids 
for him» W49 anfwered in the nc^^ive. Yet next (^3^^^^ 
morning, contrary to the l^s of nations, which J<>fter 
makes: a co^ul's boufe a fan^uary for pr^fe^n, o^^^ the 
die gevprnor's gdjgtant tdok'Cq)tainFibftcr byh^^f^*' 
Violence: out of.the.£ngli(h coniurs houfe, andP'^^^' 
condtifted hicn prifoner to^ the caftle of St. Catha^- 
rine. As £>r his men, ijb^ wene treated with the t^^^ ^^lors 
Ig^eateft, itfjy(tice, fome pf them knocked down bcatST^ind 

with the.buB-^nd of mnikm by ti^ foidfers fent ^^'/^ ^"^ 

to take ppfleifion of the Penthievre, denied the 
jibeety to earry their own neee&ry cloatbs with 
theni, forced out of tb$ ihipi when a boat cpuld 

fcarce 
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'^^^ ons) weather ^' tfriplfdddfibeirctptdi^lwd nibbed 
of all ^ thei^ iniDMy'J})^ thdr very gudrdsy as foon 
as tbey Jmded, and th^ were condu£iMiiiiI(iioft 

\]:- A^^, ^ pv^otitvs to^tht fdme cajft}^ df St;,Ca2^ 
thariM; where they had itocfaingL M* li^ <ih,>but 
lh« bate ft^oesv in a!4;bfedungktmy \^ickout aif 
Ib^dent Jta bmacfae^ani^ce to extend chrabodieft 

m treat- ^*^^^^ ^7^^% ^tpon O^ci ahother. A prifcyti whtchi 

ment in thobgti hobjblq> in^ k&Ef i wis rendered mott 

pn on. ^ferabte ji» tlvoie unhappy mcvt, ^s: they had not 

room ^fortlie common ofllces: of muxu6t9 vnbp an 

allow^Mcei elf ^ny thing caveat or dviiik, ^no, not 

,^. - . ^. ibimuch^iK ^Kead and warteft. So that they^tfeaced 

^ worle tkui "klon^ muft have inevkai^ly iperiflied, 

had not 4^ £ngliOi conlul fopp^ dvsm with 

piiotUibn^5 lUL reibafed OA the iiftkctf March by 

a0 oi^iF fA>ni Madf^d^ '6f whfdi- tv|nia6kkm 

the^jglifiPcenibl'iatrCaitei inforni^ed'SjipBei^amiil 

The con- Keen^, hf feftefrj *^ TT^iat - he was te thV gfeateft 

5^'f.^°"^- »^ <5oi]^rnaifckin ima^lhifele -, becaufey %s the 

^ coftfttt, I have fe^ith^flag of i»y ft)y^ tfiafter 

P iniirited •, our rtation> degraded, our treaties via- 

/ T<ilated^,ithe Tuftfe of bii¥ Si&vei<eigtt*i5 cWwh taru 

*<''hi<fiet* and dcf^fcd, ;»nd my hoUf^ iavaded • 

^^ aftd,-as there is no-mihlfterhercoif'gi«at-erdlg^ 

^^ *• n&y than-myfelf, 1. conlider theaf&ont and in^. 

«^fultdofle and offered to my perfon, as an 

' .. ^ indignity on the facr^ed perfon of my royal 

*«*niaftep> - » ■ 

After this eonduft tof the governor, cerifercd 
-by the- Spaniards themfelves^ who -few itvto- be 
- unjuft. 
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»ftjufe cri«0 «id inh^^Hiy^)€b the mco itt cwrt Aia 
lity, ii^iawwr of tb« Fftnch, :an4 .in jJ>eiM<ii'«e of Seen." 

tf9 4ll:«4lian^ JMftiee-u.'Jbdy- inlid^ it ^yideatt people. 
TJw« they wefe fiwuriac^Wmififtcl iQlfoceb th^prizc ni'edrat''" 
frO€n thficap»lfc wli «kr^Wt:htor'tt>4hffFitnch; ^^eEng! 
Tli^>werejrqifo|yed rtoigiw lur* sdilblBiasJdaaial t6Hfli. 

tMskfMigQfty's fiibffafbv ^ifod thi3^^«rait, co&orar^ 

to th«faf'0ivn1form\ (if i^' and' bdinfe.o£ j«i^cev rd-* '■ \ ' 

joupdfid . lihdi; :aucfaQifkf«' So: &at, ooc»idilb|iid^ 
a^.duCT great |iakis. taken by the caspoors ^ theh: 
fcteadsi die cohf\ib.iat Cai&;, and athfir phcctf, 
^nd e£<m aoifabfiidorv: Sir BBOjanuii Keene, to 
f^btiiftia ^r and eqtikaiklit cptd, GoofostsBiaibleto the 
foW» ^'HlltiMSj and ($3^ "the 'method' «f 'proceeding 
in Spain itfelf, in fuch cafts, tM&iJemmoh jiifticc 
¥^^deiii^; an «nfew^f and unppeeedfemed courts r i . 
4h«'#tfofed tf^ captors time, and difeouragcd/; \\ .[ 
uhe ineana fef- risking - their dcfcttce^ and Tub- ' 
'€^rA€d'^<v1tnefle6, eVw men, that had vohintarily "."-^ .^ 
ttepofed* rhe contraty'i%Sb,'was 'dreStd; and by 
thi^unttiM^fol apdunpfccedented authority the Pen- The Pen- 
ihkvFe was decreed and delivered up to the FrencH. ^^"^l ^^ 
•Of -which event we meet with the followirrg lively to the 
^ifcfcription, in a fetter from the firitifh tonful dt 
Madfrid, to the Eriglifh xonlul at Cadfzr, dated 
5th Auguft 1757. ** Sir, i^Y^ he, the totnpletion 
til iniquity has it' laft taken 'plac6 •, *^nd our 
ff enemies* havr trittmphed over law, honour and 

;5' equity, ^ 
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A.D. «< €quky« The Penthicvit is reftcrcd to the 

*7S • 4( Fjencb, without communicating that refoiutioit 

^« of his Catholic Majeftyi as it ought w havcf 

** been, to his Britannic Majefty's ambaffirdor/* 

But why (hould we b^ furpf ized at any thijig-here 

related, when it is certairfy ftQm the confeflion of 

the French ambaflador ar th« court of Spain, 

*^ That this had not been treated ds^a private af- 

>^ fair, bpt a matter in corre^ndbnce4ietween 

^^ his Catholic Majefty aiid:the French MenaMi.*^ 

Why ? Who, moft certamly laid hold of this incidmt t<J 

provoke die . En^ifh to &ek for (mshB^aa by 

way of arms, .aod to- prerail wtth S^ain to join 

with France agaioft Great Brttasn, with* prbmifes 

of mutual fvpport and intercft in their fosccefe i 

which at this time was not doubted by om ene«- 

mies ; while our national affairs were, as they 
' thought, under the maaagement of a .timid or 

unfettled adminiftration. 

Mr. Fitt However,this indignity and injuftice did not work 

Writes to with the.ejQTeft prppofed by the.houfe of Bourbom 

e/sp^n' The RightHon. Mr. Pitt was called by his Sovcr 

^Xt ^* ^^S^ ^^ thepcA of fecretary of ftat;e, about th^tia^C: 

this capture was made ; and t^o* his power in the adp 

miniftration was fo circumfcribed by the majority of 

the old miniftry, whofe fears too frequently got the 

better of their re^on, that he could do no more thw 

intercede with his royal mgfler for permiilion to 

write to the court of Spain •, he performed this 

in fuch. ilrpng terms, xq require juftice to be 

done the. captors, and to obtain reftitution of 

their lawful prize j that this letter fcemed to carry 

*ith 
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THE LATE W A a. i9 

with .k fb much weighty at this jiinAurfe of tiine, A. D. 
that & Benjamin Keeoe diougbt rthe prize would '^^ * 
be fo eftfijy. obtained^ that he fcht an n^'^ers to ^^ •^^^ 
Mr. Secrrtaty Pitt, wiieceby he iacquaiDtod bim^ 
Th^t op prefenti^ 4 ftrong ipemiprial to his 
Catholic Majefty^ he had ob^awd an order for 
the prize to be re-delivered to his Majefty's of- 
fiors; and all thb hatdies* tp be kept ieakd, . 
Hoder a proper ^acd : ahd that he hoped the 
pri» would be reft<;ired to Cs^tain Eoi^er in a 
^^ fewodays ; as thedepofitions df the French of# 
^^ Beers were fo ftrOog^ that the Fvench could 
aot have any thing to £iy, that could prevent 
her being deemed a juft and lawful priee.*' 
But all this expe£batiion vanifhed, upon the firft How ti* 
intimation <>£ that oppofitibn in the^firitilh cabi^ Mr.'^pkt^ 
net, which on the fifbhj of April "^ delivered the *««^«* 
Spatiilh min^ry ftota the terror, which Pitt's 
very name carried in all. his dtlpatches^ in thie 
catrife 6f juftice, for the digtiity of the crown and 
theintcreft of his country^. And during the interval 
befoi^ that right honourable perfon was rebfiated, 
the Antigallican captors were treated in the man* 
ner above-rfclatcd, and totally deprived of their 
property. 

Thus flood our fitiiation With Spain ; which, q^ f,^,^^^ 
under the facred charafter of a mediator, and of ^^^". "*** 
a ftrift neutrality, was publickly proftituting 

* The day on wbieli the Right Hon. Willam Pitt, Efq; 
by hU Majefiy*s commitnd, firft refigned the feal» of Secretary 
of State for the fouthern department. 

juftice 
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Al If* joftibe aiid:dh6 laiws ^ natJdns, tnr'fjvrour criF ^tlf 

^^^^ eMmiefi^ xnfdtting the Brktfii Bagi rdbblftg Bri^ 

ttlh futjefts of irtidr fx-c^ktye^ Md ddpfiviftg ihdtti 

of thdr liberty ill iht aioft « artiittery, crael Siid 

hofUfe miDi^f/ dDd witk th^ tit g»)ft > ^]}igence 

Hiflking t)!«petritkil6'by fea kHd IttKl fdr dh o^eA 

• « % 

rupture* 
The mca- FtmS^ M htfl" part) flbftold - Witk : Ihfc • ftitfcels 
Franc^^ of eWfy fcfecn* flii had ftlld til dtefifte^a^ f6 
diftrds, (Si%ac' Britfiih, ftitkt* every ffatt^ MChSt 
idemed to dtive^ and t^ «»md' thdr -fritii ^df «p6- 
r^ttoAs. The Frettdi srAnift^,^ cotivkided thit 
the com{)ietion of thfiir ^tdtf^mt^^^ Add d^n^inioii 
in North Amtrkftr ckfibuded €hk% on Mcifarcs^ 
Either, to di^te the fo^difi^y ^ thie Jfeb^ vrkk 
the tniflrrfg of die ootdn ^ tHKhdut fvkic)^ it ^n^ould 
be impoffibSe for them t^ &ippfy ^if amries iil 
the new w<^d ti^ith. tfS^£);ulS fucd^ti^^ «o pt6it^ 
their own fettlermnfe^ diifd to ig:«t6Ad th^r <s:(^^ 
quefts; or/tddrflwOrea^Bflt^intoar^6ilfli^^al 
war, by Which the natioWfi* wesfyie^ that itilght 
be tefluitid far a nav^ ^A'd AtMrkan W«Uv fliotild 
be di0ipitcd and exhatified v ia as to weaken the 
Brit^ihr power by fea, sssd to ^dit^rt her attention 
from a vigorous purfuit of the principal o^t^i 
fm whiah this riitionf tbok tip arms^-, or, to de- 
^vlfe fotne sntprovement to thei^ l&iig^ptadiikd 
fcheme w n^ake i% w«a*y of the war, -by -^nf^ 
gaging our miniftry to maintain a prodigious na- 
vy in eorhmilfioh and fit for ferv?c6, i'naftive alhd 
locked up in ouf harbouf^^ and to pay large fiib- 
fidies and numerous lapd forces in a fituation, 

that 



that could only fervc to.inateafe our load of taxes, A-P- 
tod <hc already ptt)digi6us national dM>t^ which •*?^* 
trould fill the people wifli difc6ntent, and oblige 
them« Iboner or later, to luBmit to an inglorioui 
peace ; their firft care.wa&Jta throw the weight of Attcntio» 
their firength inta thM^iuural department ^v and marine! 
many attempts were uiaife m keep tlM fell openi 
for the purpoies of proteAing their trade and 
jflands from infult; oF tranlportingfoldiers. and 
the necei&ries of war to North America ;* of in- 
terrupting our navigation 4nd commerce -, of dc- - 
feating our meafures fof the fupport of North 
America, s^d fxf thr^ping the Britiih iQ^Si themr 
ieives with invafion an^ conqueft.. ' . y 
. Their efforts by fea were ixiade with Migoiaf and Their na«^ 
great propriety. A navy was preparing, **5th' A4 how^em- 
titinod diligence, to contend with ours ;* while the ?^®y*^ 
Court propofed to r^in our jtrade, and to interrupt 
oiy navigation, by the extraordinary ecowrage** 
ment they gave to private^ fliips of war. 
- Within a Yew we«ks aft^ iFhe deckitarffem of wat 
at Paris, the world was prefented with the ibHow- • 
iog ftate of the" French marine, publilhecj by aiK 
thority, 

Mr. Perrier'de Satvert^sfquadron. . 

Ships Captains * 6uns 

Le Courageox Perrier = ^ >" ^ 74 

Le Prothee 1 • y ^ i \ €4 

L'Amphion 1 1 ■■■■n * • . * 50 

L'Aigle -— — . < ^4 

lit 5'leur de Lys - 1 go 

]u*Emeraude .. » *^l 
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Ships 
Le Comece 
L'Amethifte 
La Blonde 
Le Brunc 
Le SLephyr 
L'Hermoine 
La Valeu 
La Fidele 
La Friponne 

M.De 
Le Foudroiant 
Le Temeraire 
La Couronne 
XiC Redoubtable 
Le Guerrier 
Le Content 
Le Triton 
lie Sagp 
Le Lion 
L'OipKce 
Le Fier 
L'Hipopotame 
La Junon 
La Rofe 
La Pleide 
La Gracieufe 
La Nimphe 
La Topaze 



Js Bnft. 
Captains 



* 


« 
















. • 



Guns 

30 

30 

30 
30 

26 
26 
26 
26 



La GalijffionereU fUet. 
D.. L. Galiflioniere 
Glandeves, Chief d'Eic. 
LaClu, Chief d'Efc. 
Beaumont 
La Btoffe 
Sabran 
Mercier 
-Diiruen 

St. Agnail - - 

Raimondis 
D'Hervillc 
Rochemaure 
Beaufier 
Coftebellc 



Marquizan 

Caliian 
Cariie 



The Jiifarqtds de Conflans's fquadron, 
ht Soliel The Marquis 

Due de Bourgogne > < 1 
Le Tonnant ■ 

Le Superbe ' ' ' ■ 

Le Defenfeur • ■ 

h^ Dauphin Royal _ t m i r 



So 

74 

74 

74 

74 
64 

64 
64 

64 

64. 

50 

50 
46 

Is 

24 
24 
M 



80 
80 
80 

74 

74 
70 

L« 
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Ships , Captains , ^ Guns A. D. 

Lcjufte i__ 70 '7S6-. 

LeHardi . ■ ' ■ ' 66 

Lc Bicnfaifant ' ^ ^ " ■■ • ^4 

Lp Sphinx r , . .J ' ^4" 

L'Inflexible. . V ^' 1 64 

Lf E veille .' ' '^ ■ ' 'ji' , ' ^4 

XiC Capricieux . . ■ ,04 

Li*Arc en Cicl ■ ' ■ ■ .5? 

jLa Diana ■ * 30 

For carrying foldieri tQ^America under Ji^^Bwf^.^ 

JLeHeros . Beaufficr -.- .; 74 

L'lUuftre .Montelas s i ' 64 

Le Leopard >■ > ' - ' »fiJ • * , . 66 

Le Sirene Brcugnon :^3^ 

LcLicorne Rigaudiere 30 

La Sauvage > ' '' ' ''^ . ,30 

La Concorde — li- r' : i ^ i • 1 1 ' gh 

Xr'Axnarantc • -'• ■■ ■' '■ " ■ - :^^pc:oD o,i 

V -* Br0-aad.Jii)chfor// .^ -?,•;, I 

Le Formidable , . ' .-, ■ * - .,';, 89 

L'Entreprcnant . BJRf^alvert,CKief(i*EfG,7f 
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OHaeniffe. 



La Thetis .. — -f-tf- .,;. ^ .-24 

La Mutme , ' ' ^^ 24 

La Pomone /k, .. ■ * 24 

Lc Cumberland ^ ' ^^,, ^.'^ " '■ ■* ; • .p --vO'?!' 

La Gaiathc ' "» V ' . ' . ^ : , 24 

^L Heroine ■ 1; 11 " .24 

L* Anemone _ ■ ''* ' ' ■ . .^ . ^ .12 



at «>< 1. 



C«^ BrttoK wd' MartinUo. '' " 
Mr. B^Atrtriene. ' 



^ » « . ' .' ' «• . » 



i)e Prudent -^ D»A«b^nc ■ ?"' 74 

J^'Aquilon . • . . ...., ' , 

; Vol. II.* d 

12 
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•A.*D. w!..'.^ Ships *" 
'*'^S^- ITAtalante 
i)e Palmer 
•1^ Bizarre 
l/Opiniatre 

iA St. Michel" 

iyAlcion 

U?Appollon 

.jbf Vaillant 
tUchille 
iiJHercuIe 
i^Oriflame 

jjintrepide 
^ Conquerant 
Lie MagniHque ^ 
IjC Sceptre r ^ 
fib FlorUTMt^ 

La Floride 
Northumberland 
"iSe Dragon 



Captains 



Guns 



'^:Tt. TCeruforet. 

.1 

'Choifeuil" ":' ';^')% 

r; Xaumont : r ' '6|. 

B. kr "Jonquflrft. ,^ ' 



^/ Toulon. 



«• <i 4 '. ^ . . Jk 



ir Mt r 



ij .;J. 



V ^ 



> ) 



1 U'llfrMit 

•iJMiMMaaaMi 



• < . 









r;onFrnfii, 







^ B*.fi — Rerfain-Li/ 



1 « t. 



4 ---^ "0/'^ 















J « 



T.Ot- 






^ > 



u \ O 



'Willeon 






t.i'i4. 



7lt 

r '71* 

74 

7+ 
6$ 

: 5-^ 



/» 



^•MWWi 



*\ ' ^ 



umrent 'dccks^ ,' : " , ; . . 
■S?Ocean, finiflied -==:i ^ Ini.isanyi.' t>g^ 

■lEe Centaure, ditto — — — '''-*•'•"«(, 

^eDiademe B. R. -Rafilly '^^ '' .fe 

l^eZodiaque ■■ '■- - , ^"- -^ 

Le MinotaHCp. \ ^ L Sv^vi iw.v u v -■;> 74 

Le Souverain .^.i-u JIuA^a. : . ' 74 

.I*e Glorieux g.r ,;jL;ifa" j-isboiT :^ 

j>e --~- (not yet > .— ^ . n..;.^, '.J^ 

named) , Jp ^ ,., ft,,.^ , :■ . 7* 

64 



L^Suiqueur'- ' -^rdlaiiirs '' ». II. jj 
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^ H^V ^ 3fi T JE ; W .A; ^' 

J^QIobre r 64 .»7S?- 

LeKobufte * ■ , ■ " 64 

'iJb'Splitiife' ' * '.— ^4 

l;e^TcrriB16 • -■ — ^ \6lij. 

«LecAigret«c ' "^ ■ '• ' ^ " 3b 

.L Oifeau ■ 24 . 

Lc PfbtefteUi', ^1 ^, 

iJatiMni^m :. , . • , ■ ' • ' .' 1 . ' ,,- 60 



X9,.jSurpn^e ■ . ' — — ' 30 

'teWarwifcJcv.*^^cnHfrl)m t!ie;£ngl!(h, 1756, of 
' • ••6o ' guns, tnouhtfn'g 'iiow^at 50i ^in 'i^m«icii. 






."fly iliistlift:lk:ftp^ai^,!th^:rt(hflaYy3ofr3FrpfV^; 

in June 1756, coBfiflbcdiof oricJi^d?^ and:ctey*n 

*;9iipsiQf tte ^eand.ifrigatcv'and that they -were 

- Ub (ftbrioned .aiid ..tmodged,. a^ toifind etttplpypiQit 
r.ibsiifhe grandi rmrji lf^jSn0futd, A lifu^^nt 
«^ixmQlb(:r of :kageihip& Wcrejkept ki the p^ts^^f 
: -Breft .and TouIcmI) ;at tart i^fy .expcnce, neither 
. mann^, nor vififuaUejd» till; .<Sirdered out; for ier« 

- fice; withlwhich they put w /Co very gte^Ci^x* 

/{ttnce.of }ai^ iquadrons, to wau:h their n^ociitns 

.mthe'Bay^.of/Sifcay and itheMediterratiean; a 

ifervice mended (With.fo many hazard;, that itHyas 

tTuh great good luck m us, that the enehiy «Ten 

- fttfl^red any lofe by it,> or were ever fo locked up, 
as to prevent their exports of men and ansnmni- 
tioivforAsicrica, failing and reaching. th&^aces 

> €2 of 



36 The GENERAL HISTORY op 

A- 1>. of their deftinai^m But it was atteiided with 
'^ * many great difadvantages oh our part. For, it 9 
a greater viftory to^decoy the enemy into Ijis ru& 
by delay, &c. thaa to beat .faim in an open fight: 
bpcaufe, thereby nottmly his ftrength is deftroyed ; 
but his treaCure the^ews of war, is confumed. 
In the Their next care was ttt threaten our fug^r 

dies. ' iflands with a powerful fquac^non in the Weft 
' indies : which might ferve to iurprize and ieiie 
'u^on thofe defencdieft colonies, or to weaken 'Oftr 
' naval ftrength by thrnecei&ty. Great Britain would 
\ be under, to keep a fuperior naval force in thdfe 
f^as, where our fccurity tnufl: dq)end onlyAipoa 
, th^v Superiority of our navyy.agaiaft an enemy^ 
that can retreat into ftrong fortified harbours ; 
when, in cafe of an accident, a Britifli fquadron, 
'<'dr (hip, can firtd ho plice of lh&lt£r from a pur- 
fuing foe, in any of our iidands;.-: . . : 

Ciuifcrs. t Their cruizers were fo numerous, jand propedy 
ftationed for intercepting our mei-chatonen hoinfe-^ 
ward and outward bound; to i rbin our Afnciin 
trad^, and to favt)ur their own convoys, to and 
froni America; that it required more men of war 
to check and to defeat their piroceedings, than a 
' miniftry,. that was continually afraid of an ihva« 
fibn, dared to appoint for that purpole. And 
. that the King's fhips ihould perform, andcon&ne 
themfelvesy as much as polfibte, to their ordets^to 
proteffc their own navigation, and to: eniploy the 
Their ctt- EngUfti navy, the French King publifhed an o4ift 
ma[t^gf" for the cncourageiiicnt of prrvateers to diftr^fs our 
^iratcers, commerce, and tadeprive us of th^gr^drelburce 

. w of 
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of our richest widiout, which it could not be pof* A. D. 
fible for us to fup^rt the wan ^'^^ *-^ 

That edid): remitted the ietab fhare of every 
pri^e» which.was always b^ie this war claimed . 
hy the Fiench admiralty ; and ordained that be- 
fides the whole pnoduce of the prizes, the captors 
(hould enjoy a bounty * out of the royal trcafury, 
for every gun and man taken from a merchant* 
man, or man of war, or privateer. The King 
sdib pcomtfed^^to^ rewaid fuch captains or officers, 
that 4bould 'behave well, with com millions in his 
marine, according to the circumftances and ftrength ' 
of the Ihips they fl]iould have engaged : and be 
{4lther pmmi&dapren^ium to the owners of pri- 
vateers, ' 

1 loo lirres per giia from four to 12 pounders^ taken from 
jncFchaiitinen. 
. i5oliyres per gun* of die fame fMre, taken from prlva*' 



• _• 



2QO Uvres per guii of tbe fame bore» t^kea. from men of war. 
,150 iivres per gian;L2 pounders and upwards, taken frbm 
merchantmen. 

225 Iivres per gun of tlie faid bore, taken from privateers. 

300 Iivres per gtfn of the faid bore, taken fro6i men of war/ 

30 Iivres per htfSfttfof ar^ {tiiMMr taken out of a mer- 
chantman. : I » . • ' ' 
. 40 livrts per headfor. ditto oi|[t of a. privateer, .. 

50 Iivres per head for ditto, out of a man of war. ^ 
;. The fame i>oiihties to be p^for every man on board* at 
die commencement of sny engagement. > 

Hie iasd bounties tobeaugmantedby i$u fturth for alt 
fiidi privateorsocaen of war^ wiush^hall be token.by bo^d- 
ing^ and 

; The fai4 bounties rwhoUy to appertain to die captain, offi- 
cers» and crew ; to be divided amdngft .themfelves acoordiiig 

C 3 ^ tQ 



3« The GEMEfRAL H-lStraRY of 

^^^ cumftanccs, at primej. cofti ?". -lif^-rtgard^ta prfifek'i 
iriWfe' by 4hJp^ fittsd'OXitupoin the ffing^s-acbouSt, 
. tH^df&:er3 add Gifew were* thereby^ indulged wkhT 
onr third pai^t o^ ehie i^at pi^doce off 4iH' merelUiff ' 
fbi^j or mone wi&t^r^hg^ to cir^untAlMc^^ s b^ 
fid^^'odMr b()«imieis ^^ ]^ fiinheriproaiifed, (hait^ 



c 



t^vitetibane) the)? aorj to iiai^^ iu tha phofdolDe' of dkfi 

pi;ia&^,f^4nA.pqrfaant.to iiqJr ^cemex)' at^dtajeof ^e^^ 
on board t tjie mone/. to.be paid to the. capttioj, or,hi$ wpw-. 
lentative, 

» • I - » 

** Ships of ^4gans Or npwards, thatfliali havfe been btiilf fyr' 
jyrivaf eerin;gy fhail be fiafeen- by the- g$fseni«iei»t^t itit^pnM^ 
coSt, if they be not employed that way, or at the eflimated 
price, if they have been fo employed, when they fhall be no 
longer authDrifedto cniife on the enemies* . Atid'sHodt fliJ'ps 
of 24 guns or upwards, that fhall be taken by pnTSte^s^ aodt 
which Audi be ^ £ar fenrtte^ Jtxcept the oeqgtOEr fhail chafb to 
make ufe of them themfelves, or fell them along with the e£^ 
ffiSt^ of the prised. 

, lii order to. indemnify the ownm of thofe &ip8< whtekfliall 
take any privateers or men of war, of the damage diey fltatt 
fttftaia byfuch ^g^gemenca/ the folloviruig^pretmiHat are to 
bc/paid thenv: 
» l.op lines p^r p^n fnm^ 4 to i ^ powadei^*. . 

200 livres per gun fi^om 12 lb. to upwards. 

20 livres per head fov every efibdiive xhan/oft boasdra^ the 
beginning.9f an engagement. . 

: }, Tb<y J9ull have befides, .the femcboumdes asLthofegiVen 
in the ad article in favour of the privatsersi« except for JOBlf 
<^f wafV fof nrhi^thiBte fliaU be paid 3^00 iivreip^ngi^^ fi6m 
fiiur to if Jponndei 8^ . 4<p li^m per g'wi &M 1 2 poiBsdefs anil 
upwards. . . -.i 

> Thp.faid &imi to b'e>au^ented hy^.u^dk^iAitrnthja. Bai 
^igfttea or men. of wari^xU have been tatteii hj^ boarfttog^ * 



of wflf, or joffi, them at "iffli (liQi»Wfrt*»w.': «Wr ^^^' 
guns, litey^ fls^ll c^rry, mhcffi^g^\ totj* cjkfe^^ 

Qrew5, Th^t.priy^fsrs .ft^(i lie <!«iRpt:ft»n» 

^k «W#W<aiQn, viaujaljiig and ^ppaiticots . ^^^ 
Tl^t xhf <pfficersand yp|ui^fe£TS or^.bo^rd q£ pr^ 

9(1 bqard di;^ i][}pn oS- mr^ ^^9^4^^ ^9 ^cii? ^ng 
BWl?. coRtaifls, TI]i?t4p qfcprs;an4;.faii9r% .9IJ 
1^0^ p£ privA^e^^^^ %>uld l?c wqMpc^ecJ, aq^ 
^ifablcd, ftwH be iniidsp^ to the>fc*lwj^^ 
znd ti^^t)^ .Mjij^QW of; tJiQij? ^i^ed iltfy^W; Ije iO'^ 

^ wcUfs^il|ie^,(hv^'in.pw«]5i,. flipi^ldWqng tq 
the owners : and. finally, Tjx^ ca^t^ns of priva- 
teens, fbs>j^<^. wt on any. ^cCQ^t ranlbm any fliip^ 
cxcepit Uii^ i^^ have alrwdy fent ia thi'eq 
cfFeftiY^prjbz^e^,. fiaqc thcklaftg^ 

' * N. B.Bf ^efe encoasagements the Tea pref^tly ikarmei 

Yflth priyat^r^ whicbf3^<ii^fini^damger 80,^ tr^i^ and 

took great nupbers of our >i»crch.%iiTOei;i. » ^Ih^jrwefj^^ven 

fo aodaciousj that on t^ 4ti 0^ ^jilji:, about ond oMock in 

the morning; ^'priVit^feV f^i^ witWn a • T 

ftw yardif t)f Dowr tSer, aftf ctftan Bnglifh^'pdvateer a\^ay> 

C4 Thcfe 



^46 THi ©£NfiftAL HUSl-ORY of 

A: D. Thcfc pre^ratkms artd armaments fof the fea 
'^^ ' wcr€ accompanied brilkl;;? with muchmbfe extra- 
'"^a" wdinary^v preparitions for war byland. Tht treaty 
Jandwar. of WeftJ>haKa,^ %hicH Finance ^ had fo often vio- 
lated t6 pull down the Hoofe of Auftria, was now 
made a ftalking h«fc to carry hfcr army without> 
oppofition into Germaify t "and the heirefirof Auftria, 
who is indebted to Great Britain for the exiftence 
of her family, ajgaSnft the' natwal ehftiity of 
How fa- France, adopted j artdftibmittedtobe acover for^* 
o"many. ^^ French monarches ttil intentions to invade the 
territories of our German allies, and embroil 
her moff faithful ind powerful friend^ in a conti- 
nental war, by inviting'-Lewis to take part in her 
quarrel, or rather fecrct hatred of the King of 
Pruffia. For, this was the firft pretence for the 
- motions of the Frerich army acrofs the Rhine-; 
to prettvc the peace t)f Germany and to keep 
all foreign forcfcs out of the Empire': though the 
French minifters did not ftruple to avow* the refo-^ 
Againft lution 6f their Kiiig to invade the feledtdral domi- 
Hanover, ^^^^^ ^f his Brftarinic 'Majcfty': and the* fituatida' 
of his magazines, the cantonment of nls troops^ 
on the frontiers of Wanders, andotfrer difbofitions 
on the fide bfWeftphalia, were evident tokens, 
that the Frchch K!iVig*i 1m mediate view,* ia joining 
with the Emprefs Queen againft the King of 
Fruflta, 1^% to facilitate the execution of his own 
aefigHs:upon the allies brOreat-BHtaih. . 
I^i^tenccs This army ^Ifo ferved' another piirpotc, " Hav- 
of an inva- Jng potfeing to fcar Qn:;hc part of Spain^ /nor from 
lion k€j>t ^1^^ fjpntiers of Upper Gcrwaoy j and foflfeffcd of 

-^ th9 
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the fecret, which liad lb oiten, on^foKiier^ccafions, A; !>;• 
kept the whole drength of England locked up at '^^ 
home 5 vfifty or fixty thoufand men or more, and-^Pj ^^ ^ 
artillery, were drawn ddWn to the coaft of tht^omed 
channel ; and boats of a new coiiftru&ion were* 
built, and fquadrons were* appointed to conif^y- . 
them over to fome convenient^ place in England. 
Amazing how this fopofifk dofe of politico affe<5led 
the heads of the nation ! The name of a flat* 
bottomed boat terrified the children, the womenr 
and the beaux ; and the French were well paid for 
their invention- by the expence we were at to watch . 
their motions, while we neglcfted, or omitted to 
employ our fleets anil armies in vigorous and na* 
tional meafures. 

Having thus difpoied of their internal ftrcngth; Frtnch fet- 
the French provided, in the next place, to prevent tcrm/of 
any difagreeable and unieafonable difputes, with navigation 
the maritime neutral powers, about the conditions traiaates^ 
of a free navigation ; and thereby endeavoured to 
engage neutral ihips in their fervice, when the 
circumftances of the war might make it dangerous 
or impracticable to carry on a ccnnmunicatbn 
with their colonies, and to fupply their naval de- 
partment with fuch necelB^ies, as could not begot 
in their own territories, and without which a na- 
val war could .not be (iipported. For, anaongft 
other things, it will appeac afterwards, that the 
King of France aflUmod a right to licence Dutch 
(hips to trade with, or to carry the produce of, 
their iflands, from which, in common with other 
i)ationS| they had been always excluded in times 

4 of 



^ The GEN&RArLrliiaTaRY of 

A^.D' of pfftCP:;. ^o^th^-Dtttt^lii in recwn for tfe^j; fe. 

'^ ca^ry the g^od$ of wr enemies.; ti^ugli at the: 
femor tifflte. tb W French' or^int^ee ""^ laid' cheto». a»((J) 
a]il orffi§r.oei|ti?a); wttekpii^, ujidjeip tiiefcMei^ft-^ 

Britifli ; Great ^Britain, . whpfe- intefcft it w^ to ta|;^^ ^o. 

meafures. jj^ft ef eftual mcaftjfqs CQ-dpfcat t^e defijpi^ and: 
Ipheme^ oft France 5. and; iwjbofe n^Vij^ gri^atly e^-; 

Its navy, cpcded fehfi i>^val ppwar of that nai4on in etvery. 

cmpioyld. Qircuinft^9C&5 lynH a^ tO:numb^F of ftjpjs, weighty 
^f twttialft men,, and ftqres.. of all feM^ts-, infleadj 
of foeiang wd atf\nf)ying; the en^iy-; <;overing^ 
our colonies, and protefting our m^vigation, aci<b 
tr^d^;. cgftfwed ^h^' fyfivt;^ :feength; of t^s ifl^id 
to tbe expenfive and ^IfRj^ft ufeMs cruil^:ng in tbfe 

BSay.o^ W(^^)^M inx^tM^^mmn^m : and to, 

", . fquadton^ajt Ajipgua^ theikewaird ifl^nd^i. ^t>d aft 
jtenfy^ica, iirfi^riof to tbfe Fii^ch. under d' Auljigpy^ 
mM' the ferip/^ ftft^iort, anditQ.de S^lvoft hovering 
about tlie latter. 
Eaft India Thttu©' wasa final! fipaadnon comoiandjed by- 
jicgiefted. Admiral Watfon^ as-rektcd' hefi3rcy in the EaQ/ 
Indies^'but fb mui^ >ncjg^£bed as i£ that part 0$ 
the> world: had beien^ exdu^led fram.the ^ CQ9imonr 
ble^ffisigsiof the adxmi^tBnon: for:, Wiar h^ bqen 
declaad upiwa^ds, o£ cwo cfiontbs, before any Ihip^ 
was iaitto.^vc notice q/ : it m tba^ iiegiqn. 

. / ; . :. «»..]>itd8tliijuly 1756.. 

I • 

:, .1. ' ' Though 



AftH»a;:ftO?i ^hc»?|8 «hl>x V^. ^©0^4 With la^ 
IwnrdBSc or flaws.: aftA Kb#ugib ^JFIbuc^i ha4 
begun <0ew:rpaci^iigf>9ro«r r^|s«^ d>e cQaft 
of Guin^^ and theiQc vjjfrgr?at,rqa^n.;taapBr€^ 

hciK^ tfe^. wouid ^ Ipngrfi. wholly- ^iK's^^te th^ 

^ title Mf^ifok k OAHj: i^iipmQQ^ of oivhow;! i^Aecefl^ 

or our Dcgligen^e^'or \<)»r; injudic^QUS |wfwo»J 
had almoft given them an opportunity to cotpp|et8 

iksn-morkJi it wiVn:pff»v:f^6m th^ ftaie o^ pur st^u •£ - 
Jfi^oaia ietdeoicntsffitoi^ th^ y#r 1730 tath^^JJJ^g^ 
year 1^956 incUilivis. Ii^ IT^t^ A^ican a>iQ^ 
paiiy ^pHed.cop^Ii^rnm^ for ciffy^y ^adj^^olptained 
io,oQo.l. per annual*. tiJI thfi yej^f. 4746, when ijL 
*a5.fi^nd§don, ^C9i*»t of tl>e: r^i^^flonditio^ 
of the company's affairs, they being 1 30,000 !• 
in debt, their fcxts and caiftles in nntis^ and the^ 
cred^ and reputation lojfl:. In 1 749^^ the traders 
to and from Africa, between Cape Blanco and the 
Cape of Good- Hope, were incorporated, by .a(f^ of 
parliament^ but prohibited trading in thei;* qor^- 
rate capacity, and frqm .having any« tl:asisferable 
ftock, or borrowing money on theif common feal : 
and a majority of a cpiQji[ujtt^e of i>irie were em- 
powered tq^ jaake gfders .<;Qpcerning the. forts apd 
ifadtories, and to appoint goi^ernon and officer^ \ 

. - . From 

^ Thu^ the old African; compMy Was abpliihec}^ and re- 
eeivc^incompoiiationfirom flte houfe I r2|r42 1. 3 9. 3 d. ibr 

thcit 

i 



44" The GtlffERAl. HTi&TORY of 

A. V^ FVom this time >the pailiament revived and paid 
*^^ / the grant of to,ooo1. peranti.' and increafed that' 
: film to j6j6o&]. per ann. for Ac fupport and re-' 
pair of the forts and fcttlemctits. Neverthelels 
this important coaft was fufSsrejd to run to decay, 
as appears by a true date of the forts, at this time, 
in the note below ** ; and by the weaknefs oi the 
iiaval power,- which did now confift of no more 
fean two men of war in thofe Teas. So that five 
men of * war might have driven the Englifh quite 
out' of Africa 5 to the iHtter ruin of our fugar co- 
lonies. . "- 
H. Ameri. Ottt ftrengtb on the coaft pf North America at 
^l^ft^ fuch a tritital jondhire (when* the intercepdng o£ 
the enemies troops^ and warlike ftores, bound for 
New France, < would have anfwcred the end of 
a vi6b6ry, and more efteiftually difconcerted their 
operations on that Continent, than the compkteft 

their cbaiters, lmi$, forts, calces,, flayes^ books^ papers^ and 
all other egeSts* See p. 37. Vol. I. 

• I. James Fort in the river Gambia^ though mounted with 
36 guns is not able to reiift an Europeaii eneniy. 

' 2. Anamaboe Fort, notfinifhed/ ' * '•* 

3. Tant«mqaCTry,.3gnns. V^^^^ ^efenceaMc againft an 

. 5. Accra Fottj 36 guns. J . 
6. Wydaih Fort,-deCcrted. 
^ 7. CbmmendaFbrt,"3i guns', *.V ** 

* 8. Suecondee Fort, 29 gim^» ^ VOvt^of repain • . ,. ; 
. 9, Dix CoYcPprt; jaguns,..}; . : <^ - < . . 

■ I o. Cape Coaft Caflle, 40 guns, -^ 

1 1. Fort Royal, 12 guns, / Only in a ftate to keep the 

12. Phipp's Tower, five guns, j natives in awe, 

13 . Q^ Ann's Point, five guns, J 

vidory 



V 'THE L A T..E W -A:R- -: »^ 

viftory iii thofe dcferts on theback cf ^r planta- A. Q, 

tions ; apd whdn . Ne wfotindland was expofed ta. *^^ 

a fuiprize ftoai Lauiibotirig), wa$ jfQ.dei^ieot. ibr 

4)e fervice required in thofe part^^. tbac we faavp * 

feen^ ^die^narrow efcape:(^ Holmes's fqUiidroQ bcr 

ing qariied into that port% 

' The whdc.attentiiw of ;h€ miwftcy .<:QntiwQd ncct k«|* 
ftiHiio turn n^A.dffipc^ic defenq^ T^e .m^ttiji*^ 
of th4 !Fh;bneS. $nd ^ocitfznouch,; wsjpe tl^e favourite 
ftatians o£:tl^.c«0i4> ihtp«» ajid : o^ .gr^tt^ pasc 
of OUF navyr^ whiteilli^^«<»^ wa^J^ :SP,the,aiBe 
of our privateers y uod^r very great .encoiUjag$t- 

.-^OurnUad forces :C^nJbnvbed upon t,be increaj^y Land 
auginept«i witl^. i\w fcginafnts,! a»d wM add^- J^^a!*" 
tiops.co tht old.QMA^ .BlU the qpeI? ..u/^ I0 whi^b For what 
Sjjch.'fmmwMia tnMps were pwt# yn^-fo si&&m p^'F*^ 
tW^ySpatioa of th^.natipaal trealiqfrei .by. extr^ocr 
dinary. parades aindjsncampments, whetcthcre was 
not fte Imft appeamice aod es^^o^oon of aie^- 
ing with an enemy; The grand trains of artilleiyy 
which marched, on thofe occafions^ from the Tower 
of l^ond9n, fervid .only to confirm the people in 
the mean opinion* thiey entertained. of. a. miniftry, 
that could not by apy provocations from the ene- 
my, or by the renKmftrances of the nation, be in- 
duced to jnake a better ufe of their ftrength in 
money and arms, than to ejdiibit ra(reer0)ews at an 
expence and with an atmy^; that wasaUeto attack, 
and fbould have been employed in vigorous mea- 
fures againft the enemy. 

9 See Vol» I. pige 444. 

The 



^ The .S9«hrER3LL MlBTiQRY of 

^^' bt pro^y !^efen Wd ^by nlke folldwiig :d?fiarq» 
^^thc^'na- *^' <^f theJiWirt^^f the^twUtt through rlLondoo 
tion. to Ccfbbdh*, etftlfe r^th^of July, :grren>by^& jjo^ 
ifekftl'OWbtVer <>f that twrt&aion S ** I, . (ItysifcS, 
and, at leaft, 300,000 nioire idfe^fpaEfaEtbrs^-^ah 
• vdu<jh 'fer a ^§Md fdtfnd ^fum of money laid bUt 

'Oft^he'cflaki, ifrhith-fiaft fromthftTowercfl^ 
'don, overtte^bridge to -»yie inland uiliage-of 
^Gbbbam,' % Siirl'y . An'^sifl^tion, ^that^ill eit 
^lp^tbr€e4r^'f€k]^'Alc]h ftlfti^,^^s the t^bnte^Md ^idioe 
•afirs '- can ^ Aid vkJe ; ^ ^ft d*hfes 'been longer in agita- 
tion than the fuccours for Mahon took up'-, under' 
' t a minlfby, «\f hteh at a itittic they twint • eVcry 
-^penhy ilifed by ^ f>arliailie!int^ fxid are diftrefied 
^r ways atid nseans ' for farther fup^Hes, c«o repel 
the eorttni^nr €beiny,-JavyhlyJthroiv awaylihiir 
' hundreds^ of^'th0Q&nds4n%ifkld wtere tHctets no 
•enemy i-~Kfiifty^<}thi^r ^%rtekb)e ideas {crowded 
^ihto my Ih^ti^ts^-^-^ut'^tbef^'wa^ one^ rdledion 
r jti^fb pred^fliindnt, occarioned:by the -appearance 
^df fueh^tiff ittitifenfecro^ that Jined 

•the ili«et8 and "Toads. - Cdul(l London^ 4s»ri^ on a 
c jUionday^nloraingy ^^are,«ftom the necefiaiy fauii- 
n^f^and^Hkigd^in^^lhatiiietr^pblis^o^ 

* fa))ds^ 4itid^mkmbt d^ftkwe^f ftrei^h' to repel 

^a fbrergntenemy ? Coold a ' rtiree^ibew oiraiw^thsm 

i from their 4}eoupation5, ^Ad it be foppoTedthey 

' ^irauld reoiaia paffiue, ^1^. fleeiixfi^ the- invaders 
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^ See Monitor, N*. 50. ' 

^ Part of the ways and meahi for rVifing the fupplies in the 
laftfeffionof parlfApeii^ I '. 7 .v. : 

of 







tmrcolbAte's ancf%d^rfiettts 

iain^iMd : in our commerce and dominion by fea : ^ 
A)ajd ma ijfeU r^utetcd,;jn4^4ifaiplinad militia.'* . 

So that, if ^ ftl«|d«|Mfee-whote l>f ith^^i^WiCf How the 

done with dm^a vaft? £Biniogi:anied by^pafikrbient piu^^w^re 
4n^tht idft-^fefBttn, it'^motjnts^^^ ho thoreWhan ^*p«^^^^- 
keeping on fpot a. large" tjocfy, 6f * mercenaries and 
foreign forces within this l;^fi4on^.-«--^a;jiiB|^ive , 
r<aaiAps%i£i& Nottk ,AgJiki6ca, oirilich dh^if^d us 
of the nioft important 'fbn^^i^ie>*hadtb'b6 
plantatiOTft^^ ^hid 't6''ft^fti'\¥he ^bwer of : iFifance, on 
that continent,— — A lqua4rQ|Xj en thatiCQaft,4not 
.«ble v^rjpj^mut fu^aw4 ifeoiAi GM:£i}aBfl6 ^ 
^iJwAQmivg stodz€aasifda.««KALama)wqg)tt3qc#^$^ 
'fbaiftflafldr-iiiS^uadtohl^oo^Hiteik to^feifflRr^n/;^. 
•tomtit *\^pffn .6ur : ftigar 'Jflands, arid upon 6iir Tet- 
,*ilen\ent$ . gh . th^ coaft pf ,Africa,--A t^P^ afig- 
Jed,4>f th^ J^^^ Jii4iQ$* ^rf-rrA fleet in hthe>^Meifi- 
•tesrati^aln^ Dbat ocotold -tandettalEe no afilfir^ ^6r 
find a more iftifWftant objea^'ftir'it$ €trtptoy, ^h^n 
hunjinjg^ ^^ ^w TTariaris, * loaden With. prt)viGons 
'^forJ^iaorc^.3r~Aftd inaftivc fleet 

-ibtflien t^cpie^ss in the)Ba]r^jof Sifca^^^fM^-^A^^^ 
Hsruffers • Hy^^gttifd the thtttitid arid to* wktdi the 
'Flrdhch *pdfts, without tiny fuc'cefs, except the 
3 . furprize 
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A.D. furprize of a fmall illand, near Guerpiey, de- 
^?^^* fended by. about loo men, taken by Captain 
How, in the Dunkirk, and three frigates ; and 
the capture of *a great number of ihips. But with 
fiich a negleA of our ow^ trade, that, our lofs in 
merchant (hips fell very litde fliort of the captures 
made from tie French.by both our privateers and 
men erf war*. — Our fleets had fled befone our end- 

mies ; 

• 251 ihips were taken' ftoiti the Prendi'^ anlbngft whkh 
■ Iheie w€i« the'ibllowingre«u^M>Ieihipfrr^ ''} ^"■' 

TlN^^*en-dd, a.maiiof.wiiror^ogoivs; ;. 
A Martinko-man valued at 2CO9O00 dollars^ taken withih 
two leagues of Cadizy by the Experiment. -. ^. . . 

Tbe'Fortune, from RocHfbrt to MiMppl, 45b tons, with 
t40-foMiersand 30 women. • ' - 
The ' Duke of Anjon, with Aores, and the Grand St. Uzfiii 
. with 1^0. ftildiers, for Louiiboiirg. ^ . 

Two ihips -from the cpallof Africa, with 980 flaves. 
A ihip with provifions for Cape Breton. ' 
A large Prenth' Guinea-man* ' ' - . ^^ 

One privateer of eSgiit guns^ dght Iwitids, land 86^»eil. 
Another of 20 gttn9«, 200 h^tt^ Aaothei:>of; logmis an^^P 
tnen. Aiioth^ of fix gnn^ 60 jffie^. Another of 20 jgutis 
and 195 men. Another of ei^ gnns, 18 fwivels^ too men* 
' Another.drove a-fiiore on ,the Bahama ifiands.; Another of 
eight guns, 10 fwivels, 75 men. 'Another of fttor gnhs; Ifx 
fwivels; and 40 men. Affotfaei- of i5 guns, %Sfmv^,'Wtd 
8^ men. Thite morpj^UQSti 9^ 10 :emifQS^ 
AuQther^of 12 guns,. 12 fwivels, anda^jn^; ^ , . • 
A.frijrate of 36 guns- with ftorcs for Canada, 
2^6 (hips Were taken within die, fame fpacc ol* tlihtiJf' the 
French'.' Amon^ whicii was the Warwick m&Akd^mztdt 
%66giin8, and four fn^m^ft. lOnefhip with2j36lbldite.|br 
. New Yprkj^ and another with 88 peo^e On Jbqard fof NevK- 
foundland. Which, allowing for Che ^iffcrenae Of value be- 

• t*«en 
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mies; we had Ipft Mahon Jand Minorca: tut A. D. 
troops iiad be^n defeated, and our firongeft pofts '^^' * 
4ia/been taken frgm ys, and deftroyed in North 
America j and on which fide focvjer we turned, our 
a^irs carried a mol(t difagreeable and ruinous 
a^cfl:. 

Hence we account for thofe refledions, which Remarks 
were now, about this time, publi(hed concerning ^"„^*||^^ 
the Situation of public afiairs. ** It will be welL * 
faid a great man, if Britain's misfortunes,' afiedt- 
ing as they are, do but fiop with- the fatal I0& and 
omiffions of the paft unha^p^ fummer : for I fear 
the national difiatisfadion,' fpread throughout theie 
kingdoms, will produce fuch political combats, 
as may reftrain our plans of conqueft, and greatly 
enfeeble the operations of war. 

** If in times when the miniftry were quite un-_ 
■ emfbarrajfed ; when every voice was exalted to 
'fuftain their efforts ;. and every nerve was ftrung 
in unifon agaifift the foe, we have experienced 
ilich unexampled negligetice and difgrace, what 
in future periods are we to expcft ; but that the 
very fmall attention, they have hitherto paid to 
hofiSie affairs, will be further impaired by felf-in- 
tcreft, cabal and paity intrigue. — Not one thing 
profpers within the fphetc of their aftion-, and 
mifchief and mifcry arc the effoSts of tlicir pe^- 
niciom condud.— Acculations, alas ! in plenty fur- 
round U8««-*-*Eyery ^ recogniases fomc fatalcntth. 

4yc^f»jthe j|9i|^ .^<1 French cargoes, ih^ws that we h«d at 
this time liide to boaft of» and that our trade was much neg- 

^ol.II. , D "Let 
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A. P. . «< Let us hppe toBnd zmoni our fenitorsxorr 

'^ ' ^dial duty; and.a8ie(^on to, his Mwcfty ; ibme tt 

difcontcnt. Jpaft,^,who K.thc Jatc, l^ngua^c of Pruffia!s Mo^ 

natch: \ .will urge land urge ag^n 5 *^ That, th# 

AVbiood, the tteafu|:es and tl^ intereft.of this 

;*f country^ h^ve been iacrificed^ to the fupport 

*• of a diftr/effed and ungrateful court/* . Some, 

i;^h<> ^lU acquaint our anucable and hone(^ King 

with the wbolefpoie,. apd animated advice of the 

JFrench parliament to their /nifguided Sovereign : 

" .How happy (fay they) WQujd^ princes and n%- 

.** tipni be, if tr^th s^lonc h^ only the privilege 

;" to apptio^dx tlic throne ! pcrfons league t<^- 

*Vther tQ.^dpc?ive their ^yiqparch^ They Ihew 

** him thin^ m the fig|it, which fuits their own 

, " Thc.prinpc immured from the world'^. dif- 
.** cerusnpt/himfdf the truth t. he. only knpw^ 
*< what they relate. E^iployments are given men 
unwQrthy |us prefenctf, and others .difmiflbd 
whom he. ought to retail). In ,JOpite of innate 
mtegrityg in fpitc of ^ Jii? precautions, the 
beft ,of priiices js betr^i^cd J :hp becomes ^tl^ 
t* fixirt 4?xifl the vi6tim of men, who conceal or 
" adultjs;rate truth ! your^pj^t^i^pcnt^ . Sjre, owe 
*Vyou this, yaluAblc truth, So rare, fo mui;h/^ 
**.ftranger i|) palaces: and they prefepjJt without 
" fear. How f rimiijal would .not your parjia- 
*.« incnt be»,if at this jun^ui^s tlicy 4ifg|ii^4 



« 



^ See tlie King of Pruffia^s motives for pr«v<ating the 4t- 
figns of the court of Vieniaa, ' .... ,; . * 

perhaps 
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*• perhaps it new/was thbnc ncceflkry to tell it ^- J^* 
•* irithout refervc. Tliis is the obj(-ft of the moft *^^^* 
^ humble and mdfrrcfpc6kftil remonftrance^ we 
** have the honour t<^ bring to the foot of your 
'*• tht?6nd/*-^« Bttt'djough'the mea^^ 
is nearly full, let tis yet. hope Aat the time wiR 
fodnc arrive, ill 1#hich thdli gentlemen, by whbfe 
erring;' condu6t> our calamities are brought upon 
trs, will rather than fee the ruiti complete^ have 
pity on the public wfckl, and fove the finking 
tfeirk. Let us rcqiiife ^his, the leaft of r^para<- 
don, and the mildeft of requefts, that they will 
now become atbhinjg volunteers for themfelves and 
their country, in withdrawing from fcenes of bufi- 
nefs, to in2i£t:ive IbUtude, thdt by their councils 
and infiuemre, they may no longer interrupt the 
fii^cefi of oW arms; or fjcrther diigrace the dig* 
hihed /name and'ahif/als of this once viftoriout 
•Und;'- •■ ■ ■ ••'-•■'— •• '• 

«* iJct MiflOrck iind Xmerica, oppreffive taxes, 
and a cdmptaining people, the nation's debt, and 
idfecKnlng'credit^ pfiD^ate intereft, and 'general fafety, 
the Approaching ftflidns^ and the expiring /ear, 
itU lemind . anid iei!bn them to obey the precepts 
Then may we* hope to fee vidory wait upon our . ^ 
arms, ^nd pesic^, in a little time, reach out her 
0Nv6- tta^ffch, piehty difplay her horn, and glory, 
honour und happinefs, adorn our ifle.*' 
^ * In the midft of this national difcontent the ad- The Cza- 
vices from Germany incrcafed our fears. The J^ufted with 
KnSprefs of Ruflia affcfted to be highly difcon-.^; cat Bh- 

tented with the treaty :hk Britannic Majcfty lately 
.''P' P a made 
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A. D. made wfeh the King of Pmflii, without her know* 

*^' * ledge OF her minifter^. She went fo fer « to give 

it for the reafon of renptmcing the laie treaty * 

Renounces wtch Great Britain* AihI aqoordinglf ^ remedied 

^^ ^«^- j.jj^ tender of the firft payment of the fia^)^te<} 

Accedes li]^fk)kt. Not Only ib, hut fccrOarifc Majeftjr 

ty Uir" «ccfcded pvblickly to tbe treaty of Vre^feaki ; -aad 

France, jjut thofe ^ej^ tjPOops tn motion ,t» OfeeiH^ tbf 

fohejnxcfi kid dowo by the yfhoh confederacy 

ag^uft tfee Kkg of PrUifia* which Giteat Bricaiii 

had agreed to lafce intjt> her fennice "^ m ^ord* to 

iprevent foi*jgj»> efpeeisdiy Frehcfa, too6|» enteiv 

The Cm- jbg 1 Rto Gcrihaity . -And the iriodons of the Ki;^ 

a^mb^?" of FruiSa, ffld iiis fudden dnd extraordinary mS> 

her forces. ;|;a,y difpofifjons obfiged the Emprefs -Queen to 

raiiemble a moie ooofiderable body of troops, to be 

«wady at all events agtmifl: a iiirprizei, who cdi3x«- 

Endea- ^plained, by 4ier tninifters at- fbreigin oourts, .That 

cx^pltc ^^^ g^^ intentions had been mifreprefented, as 

herfeif a- ^ the ftfettdiy-^lKahce latlely ccKickidcd between 

bout ner , . , . ,* , •-, . ^ ^ , » . «• 

treaty with her Majoftjr me Etnptefs Queen ana his moft 

France. Q^f jftj^ Mjgcfty, Contained fecrec artkles, cat 

jculatedifor t&e total ftpprcflfon of the Proteftatit 

reli^on, an^ tJo influence the de&ion jo£ a King 

of the Roiioansv and that, :upda. &ch faife fug- 

Accufcsthe '^ *^- o 

Kin^ of -geftions^ tth»re 1ml besh a prc^al anade £» ^ 

f "l^ing J^g^ ^f ^^c P^oteffan^ coura^a^inft 'the houfe 

of Pruffia. of Auftria: 

This declaration from the Etttprclfe Qtsren ivas 
anfwcred both by theiQIng of'Gi^t^ifein, in 
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tjaality ofEleGbai of HthoYcrv wtd A* Klftg t^- A; D. . 
BAiiSa: by tiwir «f|)taive fnlnUters at the HHet* *''-*^* 
of the Ett|f)ite. ' 

His BrttJinpic Majcfty, in quality •<!? EfcfliOcKj^ of 
df Haiioireir or BruhfiMfck L»<j«Jftb«irg» «nfifttr*d,^K. * 
'* Tirtt he had, with great furprirc,- Iieard that 
Ibme people h^ aflSbfbed tb pat a wrong con* 
ftruftioti upon the ofa^A of the trtaty of friend- 
ftjp, which he conchided fome time t^o * with 
Ac Ktng i6f Pfttflia, ^nd that they have even en- 
dtayouircd to reprefent it, a? a matter wherein the 

ftiftte of retrgion was concerned ; that ifieverthelcia 

y * 

the Whole Empire was fenfible, he has always 

made it a rdc to fupport the rights of eadi, widi- 
out any ^difthiftion trf perfens > tb maintariv jnftice \ 
to icnibrce the execution of the laws and confti- 
tutions of the Empire ; to pfoted It^ liberties and' 
the puUic pe^ce; and to .contribute to keep up 
in the Germanic body fuch a fyfttni, as appeared 
moft COftddcive to its feffety . That in confequcnce 
of thdfe principles, ' he had neglc^d 'nothing,^ 
that mi^t moft eBfeftualty <end t<> the fbpport 
«of the houfe of Auftria, even to the being ready 
to factffice all that was in liis power. That the 
diffeitncies, which hid rifen between Great Britain 
and Frahce, about th6r po0eflions.in America,' 
,havirfg*given birth to adefign in the latter power, 
to attack the Eleftoral dominions df the houfe of 
Brunfwick Lunenburg ;. wliieh was fufficiently 
known, % the Kttle care they took to make a 

- ' • * Sethis treatjr oh page 1-56. 

• • D 3 myftery 
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tfoqbks in the Empips ^ h» Bi^iiDii: M^l^^ 
ivho addrefied himiUf to fhc £iibpref$^ Qjieeik <*€' 
quirmg th^ 'fuccours fti^ated^hy tteaties, jIPm 
mt only ynabk to obtain tfaim, ;i^u|: m thof fiitn^ 
time fcund the coow of Vi?nn?4^Jittle mcHniri 
to grant another requcft, ajtogpfhpr 4s rcf|fo«aWe? 
which was fo employ Jier gOod officer tpw^rd* 
altering the ^ifpofitiot^t of fuch pf php fk^fc&i^ 
the ]p^mpire, as, through indifFerence) ieeowdotQ 
favour, in fome me^furc, fhait iptcijdcd uwafioR^ 
That his Britannic Majcfty thereby foun^ Ibmfelf 
lender a necefljty of concluding an alliance jwiirfi 
the King ofPruffia, fqr thp fecprityof their^jab 
Tpedliye dprninions, as alfo for preferying. peace 
antj tr^nqwilfty in the Jgrapifje^ proteiSipg ihd 
fyftiCin pftabjifhcd therein,, and dcfeo4ipg the r4gbcs 
^nfi priyileges pf the mtmhpf^ M th^ G^mms 
body i without any prej^dJc^t^p:el|hler pf tl^e t^iik 
gions, exercifcd in (the iplqapifftji the mim^m^ 
parties having had no views in that ; treafyi/ Jbuf 
ftjch ^ft were perfcaiy. wofiftai^ wiflj t^^^^ f^q^ 
tary objciiks* •j-^:- i.-. •:..': . ..; ..-.'-•>, 

" That wbik ij^att^s ftop4 th^s, the work] w^^ 
fprprifed with the unexpeiQ:eii.^eieipnt' pf the treaty 
of alliance, which licr Majefty, the Epiprefe 
<!^een hacj been plcafed tp poncjiide with 4 pOr 
tentate, who, far above two cetmnri^s p^ft, .,|i4s 
difn)enibej;ed the moft confider^ble prov^qcea of 
t/ie JSnjpirp 5 h^s atpackc^ ^nd |av*Jed her Art'li'f 
ducal hogfe ^ h^^^<><i^t!^ tioibki^ and flivUiona 
m Germany -, and b^S m^? fijcb mcw» fubferr 

rim 
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yieift to Ihfer 0wp^/:aiidbM&tt|s^«w$»t|^y ufiirpif^ A<^D. 
whittovrer iaf o^ifireBknc Ibrrfaefi: .^c the inoMH ^^^^^ 
ytMndkt and ,datlgpi% ^w&idr..thi9)JEiie«r. tresitf 
iMft«iw»ffiurily be ppchiiftive '^fii^iUitTUijiin^ 
tetnade manifaft i md that ar.:tb0 jbiag « 99^ 
*f tfuth a Mtora^ *a» to reql^«^ that we fiiould 
any hMgeri make anmyAery oCt ir^ Jbk Bnf ^noic 
Majefty has tbou|^ proper ^o. explain himfelf 
^eidpQn this Jiead^ in ^r^w tft: dilUpa^ the pre- 
judkWy which may bavc;3beeA^ opeated by falfc 
ideaa umI fij^ftfiiom.'" ^. 

t Soon after this dfeclaarat^ri, raadc byJusJBri-Ki»g of 
tawiic Majefty, the King of Praflia made his a^ib,^^*' ^ 
beginning < with *^ his furprize to hear t|ie JEm^n^^wcs to 
prcfs. Queca endtayouring fo pcrfuade jthc public^.^J^^ * 
that he was the aggnr^r^ and #^eQ occaiion for 
the great military'piieparattoiia'inaJpng^ in h^r dp*^ 
iWiitms; Tb<fi6x>v«rthefairuykxfi«(^bichchax^ 
ttA hie, -it miU fiiffice to dbf^vc the points, p^ 
titoe when the tmraoos amongft uhe ^orci^ of fiacb 
party begiaiiV'M.' :^ ^r-v -yr-'^yi ..f•;;-•;^- 

. :f^ It is nocDiiGnm/<added that^ lyioo^ ;tha( 
the court of Vienna began . her armam^n^si in 60* 
hefhia and Mc^Aii^ :w thoi jb^gianing 9f June, 
jbofiafbbr %fin)g7the^ treaty;; mth Fi^ace^ ^d .?t 
a. tifne^; when ^?cicJ|ie^i thfi. :£i^{^(s Ql^ecM n9r i 

«ny of her allifj^- had aay jgro^nd to appreh/end a ^ v 

^ipris^e. That: his JRroflian Maj^fty had greater, , 

ttaibato be attemive to thcfe difpofitions, as he I 

itaivcA idvkii^ U the farne tin^ej of themacch i 

^tfi^diixonfiderdbfe'body.of R^pTians, towardis Cour«^ 
Itad 91 aoid Sim ihofe ;4itfpQ^!^b^rihad detcnB^ncd 

P 4 him 
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^•^- him to dctafch a few re^mentr iwoPbraeraniiy 
'^^ ' with drdch tO halt, a5 ib(5n as he fljooU hear thit 
the Ruffians had marched back. That the pre-^ 
fent drnhiami^tits could not be aibrHbJ^ ^iririi mpf 
ibrf of grate, to this motion of the Proffiai! 
^yces'j beeatifd the mft-ch of a body of PrUfl&«l» 
ihto' Pomer^tiia ou'ght tvahir^lly^ m give'^tiie coort 
0/ Vienni no moft dfhbrage, ftoil thK injrrJih. d£ 
Xome Auftridn r^feihiehts to>lifards 'tuiftirff , (fooid' 
'glyfe'tiife King of P^utrfa. * • . ^ . 

" That while the prcparatiorns Of war ^^ €afi 
fyi% 6n with th'i ulinic^ vigour ih BbK^nfid ^n4 
Moravii, hii Pmffian Majefty c<}ik^ht<d htlWlW 
with pultifil fcii foftr^ffcs in Silefi^ iiito a jflrito?^ 
of (Jcftnte; igilnft ^ fudden dttack^ «ld. fiiafctu^ 
ih^ foiiie regiftlentt towards bis ^YOi^itfcfcS rn Wtjftw 
phalia. TKrft to thftt very cjay he bad^ not fent ii 
firigfe re^ittilent idtb Silefia ; th^Hao garrifon hwi 
h^rtkiid out to t^k^ the field ; Ho camp had hUd 
fbtiRtW^ neither had there been any morion madb 
towards the territories of the ' Emprefe Qoeen4 
Thit he COOld apj^ekl for the trmh of tbcfe fja^s^ 
fbthfe court of Vienna itfdf 5 W*i}cK tn Iw cfrcUw 
lar ktttr pledged only unceit^n repbrts, that 
Bad bieeri confuted by the event, for no campal. 
fiaVe bien fornied, nor pitched oni Upon thfe bbr^ 
det^ of Boherhiifc or MoraVia, a$ thd trnpri^l^ 
Qtieett pTCtcncied fhe was inforbbd tliere Wi$Mld 

fit* . •' ' ' . 

** That riotwithft^flidirig the King of PrytoAl 

p^bifid tonduft, the Emprefii (^een hid cond^^ 

Ailed hei* arb^thts, ordeitd iro^^ tp mii?^t 

from 
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frotn her moft dSStAt prcrnncei^ ai^ affiihbied a ^* I^ 
fermidibk arihy in BobcmM arid Moravia* That *^^ 
ih Ittck a criticai junChirci whcit the court of 
Vi^nftitAvas' ftirrtog tip aU thepowfeci In Eoro^ 
A^inft the King, caltifnnmtihg his ptoceediiigs^ 
told ^vihg bid- inte^pfctatiom ta hi J moft irirte» 
cent mcaiur^s -, When offenfive meafurej werb taken 
aganifi him ; and tho" court of Vteiina %aS arttaf- 
Sng wiaylikd ftbresr •arid provKiotis in Horavia aad 
Bohiiniia,' making powerfd 2i,rrMimGnt9 and fornix 
in^cantpsbf Sofidb men ih itsdotnimoM: whm 
fitiesf of Hdn^iam and Creations vcr^ pofbed ion 
^ frdnticrs of Silefiai and campr w€*rd tfnarkinjg 
Oitt im the Kihi's Ktrfits : wHcri peace rcftrhbled 
war, whiift, «: the Tame timcj t!fc PrtJffiah trt)0|» 
Were <^itti and hot a tent pitched on thdt flde ; 
the KiiTg of Priiirk thotlgHt it wis rime for hiifl 
to^'brfak irknde^'and tjiete militaiy fnotiohi ol^i 
B^ kifntd dcmarid pf the court of Vichna^ by 
JwiMtfiriiftcri M; de KKn^graffe, a frifeftdlj? ^d fih^ 
fcerc explanation^ with regard td thofe miiitarj^ 
preparstttbns : Whctfjer. thfcy were denned .againft 
Ihe 10% df Priaffia I or, what Were ibe 'irtttentioni , * 
df her Imperiii Majtfty ?" But, tn*; anfw^r pvA 
ib that dcmUnd? b^ing, " That in the prefetit 
** j\hl6tttfethfe Emprcfs Quech Had found it ne? 
•• teOar^ to makft armaiftentSi as well for her gw%^ 
♦* Hefenct', as for that of hfer aHies, and whid 
♦* did not tend to the prtjudice of dny bpdy ;!* 
was "fe very ambigub^s^ df^ ai)d ' unfati^ladbrf) 
Unit it give his M^jeft^ a fufptcibn 6f a defiga; 
Ibrmad. I^i&ft his :doriiihiohi : a|)ecklly iis the 
. . prcpara- 
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A. D. preparations in Bohemia and MoyaVia were c6nA^ 
''^^ nue^, and doubled : That, things being thus ciN 
ciimftanced, it was natnra] for the King of 'Pru^ 
iia to oonfult his own inteteft ^ftA fafety s ^ikl'f hat 
be believed, no body cot^d jxiftly bhime him'^lbr 
taking meafures to avoid being fin-prized andf 
crufhed in his own territories. . : ^ 

" He further challenged the court of Vienna 
to point outUny other' objeft: of the King of 
Pruffia's anManiiems^ but thcf defe]fice ai^d fecu« 
rhy tff Ms own dominions. Sutxthac it was very 
cafy to diftovtr iim)e other views^ than iclf-'dei 
jbnce aiftd fecurity* iA the armaments of the I«ak 
perial coott: Md that he ftiiklefb^ittof the choke 
of the Emprefs Queen, to have peace orwar* ;.*/ 
: *• The King of Proffia, be iaidy; being ictiflBttif* 
ficd :witl^ the 'Emprefs QaficnV:fi»ft anfwer, oi» 
dered las mimfter todemand^acatagcnicai Jex|)fau 
nation from that Prin6e&; wherein^ he xxpvittitd 
faimfelf to this efeft: That if her Impena} Mfti 
jefty*s pacific imentions^AOem -really as pure and 
fincere, as (be pretended, in all places, they^ere^ 
it would be tafy for her to dcmv«ice the. King of 
Pruilia thereof: that fhe need only {^ive^ fai^ m»- 
liifter a clear, pr^cife declaradbn, i freo from alj 
ambiguity and tquivocatidn^ lUid chat ;would rt-^ 
ftore the public tranquility. And further, that 
ht was willing to believe^ on the aiTuraneeso^Mr 
"Majefty, the Emprefs Queen, ^tfaat her l^te. treaty 
4ftrith hiS' moil Chrillian . Ms^efty conuinoduno 
4>tlier articles,- but what had been publUhed;; and 
that he'promjifed himfdfi from Ac- «}te^igr*<lf 
*.:. her 
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ji^tej^aiic pivif;*sr ^axjii. ^eir giMtd ]a Ifu^ii nr crif. 

^ tbc aft^ «f fe^jiigltyt ^sTje^ by .th«,>^W*«gry; 
Prince of Heflc C^cl, for Qipifits^niDg: ifa(&^ft«« 
)^i%4^isi^^ }S oppt^lf ztfmktd^ and jt difco* 
y^ry, frl» •^feeea m^ of thp ffc^t Ic^crigues a£ 
iCowit P/ergeoji^ the. ]gmp(r<)r'^ paiaiftcr, ^ipd of 
Si99i> I^yrt2rQ<^ X9 cmy-, ^ A*l Frinw, i^d to 
^kej^in, froipunfj/er tha am^rky of Ae l^wd** 
gi^ve 9f H^fie ^^^ftflel^ bU fatjaerv ii4i0 had pub^ 
l^kly compbLinod thereof, but .cmU obtain no fiu* 
lisfa£tion> &c/*^ " .*^r^ * • 

^ His j^iTufSan Majefty, beicrg. mady to take the 
fiddr. :a^ ^i ewncs;, OTda:«d:M; KXi^rsfievtol re* 
pfsibm tD)tfai«£a)pr^ Queen, ^^^ That after his 
njkfter Jiad.diflbnbtod, as long as; he tfaot^ght ccm>- 
$i);<ritiW)(b his iafety and hia.glory^ the badder 
%ps^ ifupt^ed to .tl«s:£iopnfs» he csmU not f^f* 
^i:\Mj^iei{ )0i>gisr ta (^^ mwl.thtt 

he jiad' cydjbrs ,to iulban .her, , That the* King was 
^^}fA\nt^ wiib $hc ofenflve p;»j?<3;3 fgn?)cd, r by 
^ WQ ^^tss : 9» Fe$er(burgh ; d^at , h^ koesr 
tJ^jr had cDgaged to attack hiniiJfjfixpaaedly with 
Their upic^d force- J the jEmpriefe Queen fupplying 
^f^oqq men^ ^d the Csarlna 1 90>poQ : and thgt 
this delign had b^n def^rr^d hi^h^rto, for no other 
rcafon, than the w^nr of jrcruits for the EMiTiaa 
9fV^h ^^ nwuicrff for (heir fieet» and the de- 

ftft »f 99m inUyQm m9ft¥y for Acqr fop- ' 

port; 
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A. IX parr t ebii the lli«g otidt itoore^ft^ ^ Emjpraft^ 
^^ the oIRr of pei<« or wai- : thtt if iht thofe pcace,i 

fifttbg 4f ^ j^fm^ ^imiraAiMr, fcK^ (be had no ttt-i 
imtidA tditcAck the Ki^g [either lehii j^ar. Or ^di^ 

0§k krUMcTy &I ft daetofaikm cf #^. '/ . * 
The Em- tifcte E<np»-c(li Qdfecfri d^itoin^, a^ fti^ fatd, w 
^eln-, *^. *«* iBftattd 16 by k Prtrtce oF the Empife, 
^y- rttili'ftcd « ihore haughty, knd left fttiifiaft6ry, an- 
^ekt^^ju&dud eqtiiiUble li decl=>and, 'than tlie* 
f6met Y dki^ ih fueh teith^, as left Ab doubt of 
dife bad llittttttons oF tlife <toi*rt of Vienna. She. 
moned ii^Nto .«be King. 4^ PtulBa the acctifatto^ 
of military preparations : " His Majcfty the Kihg* 
of. Pn/ffia, faid flie, had been already emj^byed^ 
for fbtnethne^ ki all kkida of die tnoft confi<kr« 
able .prfaparations of war ; and the »ioft difquiev^ 
in|^ tfldi regard to the public tranquility % when 
• on the twtfity'iixth df )aft tnonth^ that Princis 
thotighc $t to or4or'f^)anati6hs to bt dtftAarsded 
of he't' Majefty^ tfi<: fe^ Quefen^ upftn the 
miiitary dilpofaip^s, wfcich were taking irn her 
ddmi!ftto», . Ji^d ,^ had ti6t been itfolyed 

«|KJ'n^ tSl rfter^ 4ll the prdp*iiti6h^> which his 
PrOfl]^ Majefty htid Already rfiictc.** She appeal- 
<:d:for,^^e truth of thfcfe fadfe to ^1 Europe : and 
fhen bOfttihued tfnd laid, " That hefr M^jefty, the 
Erti^rii:^ieeti, might have d^tclkned^yin^ tXi> 
^Ifta4ti6ift'u{^n<)bj t^hich did not- reqtHfg 

thetn ; thkt Kotv'eVer flit had been ^fcafed to do 
■ it^ ind to dechffe '^ih tter ow«- tndrfeh, -tb Mi 
.- : KlinggrafFe, 
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^' sfiafum» wiikh&c^ras tiiki^^ aiiiemAojr for 
^^ her own ^etyt, Md ^lan ^ hor iJ1m&: fvid 

""^ prejiK^ <^ icy m«: ^v^ h^ Afcpi%; the 

«^ form wfc« jw^fpnew ihf j4«(»iiKioii tjpi! piwfifiiic^ 
^' Ibnces ^ the licnes : aiid tbftt it Mbng^dJifcl^ 
^^ vt& to noftt but ^herfel^ to cftknate ber <knf 
^ gers : Tfcat befidcs, her^declaration iviat &> ^leitf^ 
^^ that Ihe could nemr ba^e k'ifriagme49 'Cbu if: 
^ CQuld be thbuj^ -otJwmUe : That bdtig'ac- 
*^ cuftomed to receive^ as mtSi: as to pmOa&yiiiisAt^ 
^tendons, w&kb forere^ns owe to. each otlMTf 
^ Ihe could ' not hear Mdthittit aftooulhincnp, anl 
^^ the juiteft iki^biikf, thcjeocitStmsDf the njeaio^ 
^< rial pi%&nted ^ by M; KlmggrflXFe : Tli^it du 
^^ metnorial i«ias fcfcb, boc& as: to thcmatter^ an^ 
^ the expr€^ons, chat bar Mi^eft)r»' the jCtnpi]c& 
^ Queei), would find JiedStf lunder a neoeffitjr ad 
^ tra^fgrefg thd bounds of that rooderatUNi^ ^tiach 
^^ (he had prefcribed herfejf, weie Ihe W %viwt( 
^* the whole' of the concents. But Aerersheteisy 
!'*'flie was|>kaibd, in anfiftrer tbeveclnco, tQ,dodUrt, 
^< That the infbmMEtions^ givea to fats Fhiflia« 
^* Majdfty, of an pfibftli^e alliance agaiinftihutit 
*^ feetwttto her IWaj^fty, the £mprefe C^ieen, iaod 
" her Majefty, the Emprefs of Ruffia^i as dib,. 
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^« ail Ihe circiimftand^s and pt^ttndcd ftipulafkriTii 
**- of the faid alliariGe, were abfolutely falfe knd 
*^ inverrted ; and ihat no fiich treaty againft^hh 
•« Praffian Majefty did exift; or everhadexittcd : 
^* 9nd concluded with retordt^g the dre^fol events 
*• of the war upon his PruHiari Majefty/* 
' The moment his Pruffian Majefty was advifed 
bf this conduft and reibhition of the court of 
Vienna^ he gave orders for his ' troops tor entet 
Saxony ; determined, if he was oUiged to ente^ 
into a war, to remove' the calamities thereof,* as 
far from his own dominions, into the enemy's 
country, as he poffibly could. ' 

When this vigorous ftcp had (hewri the Emprtfs 
<^een that he was refol vcd not to be trifled with i 
die King of Pruifia, hoping that his readinefs for 
iawar, and his immediate takbg the' fleidiitrig^^ 
i)ring her to a beder fenfe and difpofltlbri, ht w 
more applied by his minifter at Vienna, witfi a 
pronjife to recall his forces ; provided fhe' would 
mttcmpt to foiemniy declare thaf his donimidns Ihoold riot be 

prevent a . . .-, ''• w •■/•♦■ 'i* * 

invaded. But this .was pfoddftiveof nottetter 



King of 
Pruffia's. 
troops or 
dered to 
enter 
Saxony. 



King of 
Pnifiia's 
ultimate 




effcft, than his former' diimands. He ate 

prdcecdedi wfth hisfat-my. *- : ./ f ^. [ 

Remarks ' Lct tis .ftop a momefit, and duely \eeigh the 

fweS^ iTcn an^*^ &^^ ^y the Emprcfs Queen to the demUnd 

b7ic^Em°4c>f the* King of Pruflk ; to iflrhich that King ^di4 

totSinJ^^^*^^^ neceffity of having recourfe to arms i 
pfFruffia. ;jjqJ ^ ^xch was kifldied iht flames irf a Ibrfg 

*nB Moody wan. ". :^^ 

The Empreft Queen appeals to all EUfopfe fdf 
the truth of certain fafts, to Which the affixes k 
* ** primiry 



A.Sl 



THE L AT E WAR. ' «J 

tion in the King xd Prufiia. Tbcfe fa&s. amouai 
tanp q^iwe rtbaii the marchrof four regifneiitft of 
Pn^fikqa^, iota Poinerama,; qA' advice* that the 
Romans w^]$^ ver$r x)mne];ous and in motion upon 
the frontiprf^.of^jih^t fiart of .bi$^ dominiom^ in. the 
month qf June ; and hi^ orders. alfptp put the for^ 
jtrel&s pf that counry,iato a ft^te of defence. Which 
is a moft weak /adl or, reafpn to, he aflSgned fw the 
aOetpbling $0^000 Auftrians in Bphen^i^ an^ Mora^ 
via ; though it is here taken up tp palliate the bad 
Intentions of the court of Vienna^ The Kwg of 
Pruffia did alfo fend three regiments of .foot from 
^cftphalia to Hs^berftadt, whe,n he .learned, jthat 
the Auftrian army was aflembled in Bohemia* 
But he did notorder a fingJe regiment into Silef^^ 
keeping his, troops, quiet in their garriibns, widv- 
put horfes and other necefiaries. for an ar^ny, which 
is to encamp, or. prepfiring for aninvaGiOQ, thstt 
he Jtnight aypid every thii^, that could give iini' 
Jtirage^to the court of Yjfepn^t 
, , However the Auftrians havine caufed another 
camp^ to be marked put near a tpw^^ napied Hot* 
zeiiplotz, on a fpot of ground laying b^ween the 
fojctr^flcs ,of. NeiffeL and -CoieU and their , army in 
Bohemia making difpolijiqns to occupy the camp' 
pfjaromits, , within, four miles ^ of Silefia •, the 
King of Pruflia thopgbt it time to take fuph ftegs 
.^w;ardsprovidiQg*.f^^^ hiaown Jafetjj and fupppriiog ' 
J}is dignity, as m wifdom^ good po^cy am) ppWj^ 
.be>w|is^i^bi^ :; whq-cb^,hi& Maiefty was To /ar from 
<ie^cying tt^e imputation of anv oflfenfive intention 

againft 
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*A. B. 4igai|ft the'THouTe^^ AMftria, jdut^ it is t^^dentt 
*^^ * iKX GQiicciDCcd fainifelf !. axkh. aegpciatiog, wMrhile 
tke £fnpff 6 -Queen, wa$ diiigcady and ^iBi^gocoQfty 
9Kmmg.tgwfkhimi ^ <hac iiU mttitsury ffftpa* 
rat|OM ;««C(Fe only hi xxMiiSaiquei^, and £sur irdiB 
lyei^g «qua}, *ta ^ofe of (he Auftnans* 8a chat 
tfaeappcA) fofn&By OB'¥rhk:h the court of Vienna 
ia4d>fi> much ftrefa^ Irecoils with greater force 
^igakift th^Qiieives, a^d ftts «beif iH defigns in a 
much fuller ii^t. 

/W)iere her Itaperial Majefty aflerts that ihe had 
giv^ the Prodfoft lefident a rik^ declaration in 
anfwer to his fiiehoorial, it is very evident, that ic 
was impoSU>le f rom thence to underftand who were 
memt by her allies, threatned with war ? Eor, it 
could iiot be thought, that the King of Ptoffia 
would be fo weak, as to attack either France, or 
Riiflfia, with only the four regiments fcnt into 
Pomcrania. Or, is it very clear, chat the Em- 
prefs Queen would not attack Pruffia, by fay ing, 
ftie did not intend to prejudice any body. His 
Majefty only defired that he might, by name, be 
afiured to reign unmolefted by ' her arms : and as 
^iCfefufed to giye him that affurance, her declara- 
tion was not clear, and he was juftified to take 
Tudv meafures, as he was able, to defend himfelf, 
-and to put it out of th^ power of his enemy to 
huit'hini. 

:"" »Bttt ihe Emprefs Queen condefcendeth to dc^ 
"dfire. That all the drctrmftances and ftipulations 
iof4fhe •alliance with Ruflia, pretended to bede- 
^ftruftive lO'Pruflia, were abfolusely falfe and in- 
-* '•' ' vented* 



>ftr* LAT t war: j^ 

ventedT. To bt fdife thifr r^a dear 6r direfl: acCtff- A. A 
irig the King of Prutfik of acting a' fillhood; ^^^ 
afnd a fiflSdn of his b^it. Sut: it is to be feared; 
.that, notWithrtkndiifg' tHi? ab^iufatiorf of dcclara- 
Son cotfieifrdm chV itiotith 6f ah Emprefs Quceni 
it will be found* to cairry in it dn' ecjuiirbcktibn b^ 
mental referviation unfeecortiing the meancft fob- 
jcft, tf we examine this clauft upon circamftari- 
ces only; it wifl be foUtid that there was certainljr 
a concert or confpiracy between che two Empfefles; 
againflr fome body. In the ti^ginni^ig 6( June th? 
Ruflian ttobps approached the fiontiers of Pruffiai 
An irrtiy'of 76,000 men v^as fofmed in Livonia^ 
at the fame time the AuftVians afiembled in Bo- 
hemia, urtdfer the name of an arhiy of obierva- 
tion : arid ^ when the Ruflian troops received orders 
to return into their quarters; riot being able td 
march' forward fcfr want of corn j the Auftfian 
camps were alfo put off till next year. But hi^ 
Pruflian Majefty* had more fubftan'tial proofs of 
the conlpiracy formed between Auftria, Ruffia; 
arid' Saxorty agairift his perfbn arid dominions ; il 

^ corifpiracy," that had been forging ever fince, the 
year 1 745 ^ 

His Pruflian Majefty had in his own pojOTcfliori 
moft authentic proofs of their treaties, at that 
very time, he ordered bis refident at Vienna to 

' intimate -his Iknowledge of'thofc dangerous prac- 
titits between the two Empreflcs and Saxony, for 
Kis ruin;- ^bich (hall appear in their proper pkccj 

^ Sec Vol. I. page ^^2, 265, 264. 

Vol. II. E but 

IZ ■' 
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A. D. but he would have been contented to hear the 

*^^ ' court of Vienna reduced to the ncccffity of deny- 

« Ing projeds, which could do no honour to their 

moderation y and to ftave off a bloody and ex- 

penfive war, with a promife not tQ be attacked 

either in that, or in the next year. . 

This requeft, not to be molefted for two years, 
by one, that had a right to claim the fccurity of 
peace by the faith of treaty,, he had pot viola^e4, 
and was defirous to keep, was far from being im- 
pertinent or imperious ; and it w^S;the moft eflen- 
tial article in the memprial. It was a matter of 
ri^htt ; and a condition, without which war muiO: 
certainly commence : yet this is th^ prccife article 
to which no manner of anfwer was given. A 
filence, that fufficiently difcovers the real inten- 
tions of the court of Vienna. 
Endea- Thus, the court of Vienna, by haughty and 

^°"k^*h difdainful anfwers, endeavoured to provoke the 
King of Pruffian monarch to feek for fafety by the way of 
aggicffor. arms 5 in order (as we have fccn in the condudi jof 
France towards Great Britain) to find a pretext to 
throw the breach of faith upon him. And he 
was, in the end, obliged to aft in an hoftile cha- 
rafter: but neither Pruflia, nor Gr^t Britain, 
can be deemed aggreiTors, where States or Poten- 
tates arc^detefted in hoftile praftices or intrigues, 
under the fecurity of tTie facred name of peace *. 



■'* The 



* By aggrejjion^ Is underftood every aft, wM8i is diametri- 
cally oppofite to the fenfe of a treaty ^of peace. An ofFenfivc 
league ;— the ftirring up of enemies, and prompting them to 

make 
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The Pruffian army put into motion, his Ma- ^^ ^' 
jc%*s minlfter , at demanded **. a private 

audience bFtfce^ing of Poland Ekdor of Saxany, Pruffia de- 
ana delhrc^ effed, « that his^pj?J^ 

royaf mailer tfee l&in^ ,of i?/uffia, finding himfelf "js army 
obliged by th^ JEmprtfs Queen to attack her, and saxonv. 
to march mtO; Bohemia through the territories of 
Saxony, he accorcjingly in tie name of the King 
of Pruffia, demani^ed a palfage^t{irough the'eledo- 
ral dominions * bf^his Pdlifli rilajefty, promifing 
that they fiiouTdbW^rvethe ftri6^^^ 
t!»ke all the care'of *the country,; that thecircum- 
fiances would perrhtt i and that his Polifli Majefty 
arid' his royal family, might at the fame time de- 
pend upori being in perfeft fafetv^ and of having 
the' greateft refpefl paid them on the part of his 
Pruffian Majefty^ He/then added, that there 
could be' no rddm'for jlirprife that the King of 

• * ' 

make war upon another power ; — defigns of invading another 
P^illCc'5d6lmraol!8^-»k^rfeb lrni]ptioto :-^All' thefe diffe;- 
rcotjJCtfomtfanft mt atra fo.iiifeUiy Mggpegkm; -alftotegk tbigfaft/ ^ 

Whoey^jj.prevegtg.thele aggreffions, jnaj Gamn3i|: hqjiliti& l 
hxxi is not the aggrejpir. — In the fucccffipn-w^r, when the 
trdop^ brSdVoy%6rc in the JPrench ariny in Lombardy, the 
Dak«' oi* Wvdy 'made i ttcaiy wriA* Ae Emper6f againft 
Fran$e;:»f-ThQjFrjen(;lidf&j[ni«dtliefe troops, andca^edlbe ^ 

war into Piedmont >— It was therefore ,the Duke of Savpv« 
who-was the/zggr^^r; and the French who committed the 
firff tofiilities^ — The league of Cambray was an aggrejjion ;— 
If the V.cnctians Jiad, then, p-erented their enemies, thfy 
vroutd have committed the inkhofiiliiitsx but they would 9<tt 
have been the aggreOirs. ..." 

^ Oii'the 2$th of Augaft. '• ' 

• -■ E 2 Pruffia 
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A. D, Pfuflia fhould take fuclj mcafvKs, at tfie prefent 
^^^ * conjunfturc, as might prcve.ot a return of what 
liappencd in the year 1.7445 s^ndtbat the neceffity, 
^hich the King his majHer ^msi undei; of a&ing ia 
this manner, could only heimputcd to the calami- . 
ty of the times, and to the behj^yiout of the court 
of Vienna." 
fiis Poiiih His PoUQi M4cfl:y, confcious of the private 
co*Si^^ engagements, between hin^felf and the confederate 
and an- Emprcflcs, againft the King of j^ruflia, and of 
' his own inability to dilpute the demand made by 
the Pruffian miniftcr, a|ifwered^ ** That, as he 
\^as. at peace with all the world, and under no en- 
gagement rdativc. td the prefent object, with any 
of the powers, aftually at war, or with any of . thofe . 
about; to enter into it, he did not c^cpcSt a requifi- 
tion in the form it had been n^ade to him, neither 
cipuld he. conceive the.endr of making fuch a de- ' 
claration ; but that he (hould give an anfwer upon 
this-fubjed in writings and hoped that his PFuiSan 
Majefty, contenting himfelf with a quiet pa/fage, 
'v^.ould neither forget the re(pe6t*due to a foyereign, 
nor that, which all the members df the Germanic 
body reciprocally ow^ to each other/* 

But, dreading the cQniequences of admitting ^ 
the army of a doubtful fricndi and of a Prince, 
who *had thrown out fufficient hints of the difcb- 
veries he had macje in, the negociations. of the . 
Saxon cabinet, to his prejudice, his Polifli Ma- 
il ir t.i jefty coUcftcd his whole force, with all the dBi- 
his troops, gence his circumftances would permit, in order 
' to command fome relped, and,- at fcaft, totnake 

' fome 
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feme Rand againft the wQrft attempts, till . hift A. ^. 
con&derates might fend him fuch relief, as the '^^ * 
nature of his diftrels and of theilr common caufe 
required. Theie troops already raifed, as the 
King of Pruffia had intelligencje, to favour the dc- 
iigns of the high contrafting powers againft his 
Majefty, were ordered to fortify themfelves in 
die ftrong .fortrefs of Pirna. 

. In the mean time his Polifti Majefty ordered a Gives a 
written anfwer to be delivered to M. de Malzahn, fwer to the 
which declared, « That his Majefty the King of f^|^^^ 
Poland, defif ing nothing more ardently than the demand. 
peace of th^ Roman Empire, was extremely dif- 
pleafcd to htsar of the differences between the 
Houfc of Auftria and Brandenburgh, fo as to oc- 
cafion the march of the Prufllan troops into Bo- 
hemia : but that he did not refufe the requifitbn 
of a paflage for thefe troops throijigh his domi*^ 
iiions, provided they ^did no damage in their 
•march J attd that his Poli'fli Majefty did rely fdr 
this, and that the Pruffian troops (hould obferve 
a ^r!<5t difcipline, upon the declaration of his 
Pruffiati Majefty." He fur^er faid^ " That he 
expected his PruIBan Majefty (hould previoufly 
n^ake known at *bat time, through what place, 
•and in whit numbers^ his troops were to pafs, in 
order that the Kitig of P^oland mightrippoint com- 
mifiaries, and give them inftru£lioris how to dU 
reft the trooptf in their march : that be hoped, his 
Pruffian Majefty, as a friend and good neighbour, 
would pay a regard to the bad fituation of the 
country, and the fcarcity occafioned by the indif- 

E 3 ferent; 
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A-D. fcreHt harvcft^ that year $ thit^he^i*^ld caofc 
*^^ " rtadymoncf and a married pJ-krtf^to be (ktid by bis 
troops for every ^tbing* his troops might want ;' 
aftd'thathe would •kti^httir^ft^^te ad Ikortas pof«- 
fible/' Then^u^ PoliftMajeftf cj^rtfeOcd his farJ^ 
pj^ze -at his Pj^uffijtn Majefty's «>liftfving in bis 
doddratipn^ thdt five refldftion d& wiiat haippened 
in^he year 1744 fliould oetafionihisi taking :mea>' 
fures ^gaioft' tb^ V^ ^v^ts^ i;heidil&nnicex>f t the 
rituatioaofoffiursj^unshat time and this^ being very 
.gieatv^ Fw the^wKidgJof Poland inas the <ArQngGft 
reaioi&sito iieep'ftea^&ibiy tp tbqtoeityi of. Dreiden ; 
in^oooformity co which he hfl^draffiduoufly applied 
htm&lf to cuUi/vtite the firifndfliipi.ofv the neigh'- 
boaring pOwtrSy-iaxtd thac> cpon^this principle h^ 
RBXtefcd himiel^ 'that:die/Kn% of i^uflia would 
reftfatisf^ed^ of jsiBanteotiori i!t^/ (^iz tait avj^ pari ^ 
tbi. differ^nm that *ba^ ^fin. iemefubh Rnfffitm 
Majefiyand the^Empfifo ^i» \. which :>h9 h^ 41^ 
ready femal timea^dcclaTod SA the P«|tj$an \nomi^ 
ller, and did confirm by thefe prefenta ; conclude 
ipg, th^t fqc^ ftronjg. affurapces^/? thefe, ov^ht 
to, fafii^fyitbft.cl^pg.iQif, ^.^flia,.,ap4 prcfirwt.his 
requh-ing any t^ng^of jius fioHtb M^^%^ or hit 
fubjcfts, contrary ;to theliberty of ^ Frihcfc of the 
Empire, or; that^lhould ' oblljge hipt to haye i:e- 

courkjp .the,,Gsrnw?i<fl.fep4jfrti¥i4 ^? guarantees 
of. the; i«ratic* oft t\m i^aSs r f«( tte dpc , ewcu* 
tion of tho^e treaties V* 

- 7i . The 

«> Thisdeclaratidli was feht to the King of Prnffia by Lord 
Stormbnt, the Wniiii mmiiter^ accompanied by the Count 
of Salmon^, one of the Saxon miniibrs. His PmiTsafi Mi- 

jeftjr 



TBe . ia&iceiify 4ind fallacy .|)f this decjaratiop ^^^i" 
wa9 loo paJ^^Ie to^ ^fqapc 4ibe dyifcernixMifitof hi» '^^ 
Pnifiian Majefty. r^rea^^ in pofleffion of die fcatcei^d by 
2f3tention59 apd. inimical agoeeondnt .<^ the court ^p^^^^." 
of-Brefileni with the Etnpmfe Queeit and che 
Emprefs of . Rgflia : and a^u it rwa^i the very thing 
he expelled ii^ anfwer to his requifitioQ) his Ma- 
jefty had taken >fuch previous meafures^ as^ to be 
prepared immediatdy to ezeeute the firft part of 
hts plan^ which was to difarm one of his nloftReafons 
diangerons enemies : for^ tho* Saxony could not be ^pon"*'"^ 
loedted tspoD in atiapacity to cope with thcftrength Saxony. 
of Proflia, die contiguity of , the Ededor's dooii^ 
nions with Brandenburg* andithoifnviadon of that 
Ble&orate was fuds, that it would have beqaiA 
continual inlet for ifae^confedeiUte^^ and. a btrno; 
againfl^ his FruiBan.Majc%'s daemfu;s/iipon:.jB0r 
honcikr fo that by ibizdig.upon^&u^ny, lH$^Ma« 
jefty got clear of an almoft domeftiG foe^s opened 
a . ready way into Bohenua ^^aind &cured> . a* .re^ 

jefty received them very politely, heard their propofals, and 
told Aem," " That he heartily wilhed the King of Poland 
would ' tottfirri thefe" fcntlminifs bjPhJs affions : Thaf Ae der 
fired tatthiiig more, than this neatrdity.propofcfd to his Poliltt 
M9)€fty; but th/it in order to tvaSAx that neutrality more fe- 
cure and Ipfs liable to variationi it wp.uld b^ proper for his 
Polifti Majefty to feparate his army, 'and to* fend the troops 
he hid IdTembfed at firtia, bicW^intb qiJartets'; ^ndthar, 
after We had given thttf' proof <ttf hfe' a^ght intentiolfts, he 
himfelf would take a pleafure, by M f^qual condefcenfion, iii 
(hewing an equal difpoiition to give real marks of his friend^ 
(hip for his Pdifh Majefty, and to concert with him, what 
jneafiires might be proper to bp takenf, according to the fitua* 
tion of affairs,* 

E 4 treat 
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A- 1>* tn^t ia>(S9ft ^ a mtfcgrriig*^ ^e th*t as it wa^5 
'^* ' the fi«€ iof Sawny was ddcrmixied to anfwcr the 
defigns iof Fnallia. . 
KeiUutiofi Hi^^fifft *obj^ thcrcfi>xc» .being to (jife r ni ttie 

i^ir K^ag ai;.thcir head, he was to drive tisem ifiux 
facii A fifuation, j«s ipight dilable them frotQ 
adioft, or from joining either the Auilrians or 
Huffiansy in cafe of an attempt, from etthef ,, or 
bodt of thofe powera, to fuccour and refcue the 
. King of Poland y as be had rcafon tocxped would 
be done. In this expedation the King of; JE^Iand 
with his two fons, Xaverius and Gbarles •*,' retired 
from Drefdcn, as a . place the leaft tenable, and 
fled before his invader to a camp between Pirna 
and Konigftcin, entrenched and provided with a 
numerous train of artillery, deemed impregnable, 
, and the only place in his el©aorate to make a ftand 
againft % formidable enemy, and to preferve a 
communication with his ally the Queeii of Hun- 
gary % And in this opinion the King of Pruffi^ 

< The C^cen and tk^ reft of thq royal family rewaioed at 
Drefden. 

* The Saxon army having b^en raifed, and this ftrong 
camp marked out and fortified, in fo ewaordinary a manner, 
when.no enemy appeared, tq require fuch an armament, gives 
gre^ reitfon to ftfpeft thq pacific intentions of the King of 
Roland towards Pruflia ^ ai^d |hat . fi^ding.by the defrtan^s 
?nade.ty the PruffiaR refxde^t at Vienna, that the Ji^rjgufs 
a^id agre^njent of* $axony to his prejudice were difeovered, 
the Kfng of Pola'iid, confcipus of his own gailti had t^k^n 
' this flj^afuprc to provide for his own fafety againft fuch a vifl- 
tation/ 
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piece of good gcnerafihip, to kfeep the enemy 
fixed upon a wrong aiid diftant objeift, while his 
Majefty gained rime to carry his main defign into 
txecoaoTh So dtaci when Pf nee. FcFdinand of 
^runfwick, eotrvfied with the command of the 
forcet 
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Polan4 towards Prufilai ai^d (hat finding by the de^ttan^s 
made ty ihe Pruffian refideijt; at Vici)na» that the ii^triguM 
a,nd agreenient of paxony to his prejudice were difcovered^ 
th< King of Poised, confcious of his own gdlti had ta'k^n 
this^j^peaTarc to provide for hit own fafety againft fuch a vift* 
tation. ,»..-; .:-;.»'.»-,* 

. ; proceeded 
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THE LATE WAR. ^} 

proceeded, with hrs operations. He entered Sax* A. D. 
ony 4C the head of an army powerful enough to ^^^ ' 
drive his PoHlh Majefty from his capital ; which, 
^tali events^ he was refblvcd to get into:hh7)0& 
&ffion» it being the only place to find the ori^ 
ginals of thofe copies he had obtained, of the 
confederacy againft him ; and he arranged the 
reft of his troops in fuch a manner^ as to give 
no fufpidon of their real deftination to favour his 
defigns upon' the fortrcfs of Pima : his chief com- 
manders themfelves not being trufted with any 
more than temporary inilrudions for their mo- 
tions. 

Thtis, while the main army was ci^pl^yed in j^ea^^^j.^^ 
the furprife of Drefden, and reducing the ^j^^^ ^«cur- 
country, and the untenable places, to theFr|Blv^^ ^^' 
dominion; two confiderablc armies were formed hemia ^c. 
in U|^r and Lower Silelia, to occupy the pafles 
communicating with the circles of Bunczlaw -and 
Konigin-Gratz : befides another body aflembled ^ 
at Glatz. By which means he could cover Silefia ^ 
from any attempts made by the Auftrians ; and he 
could advance into Bohemia, without interruption, 
in cafe he found it nece0ary to meet the enemy on 
their own territories ; one of which feemed to be 
the moft probable intention of his Prufiian Ma* 
jefty : but this difpofition was no more than a 
piece- of good geberillhflr^, io'kfeep the enemy 
fined upon a wrong arid diftaht olyeft, while hjs 
MajeAy gained time to carry his main defign into 
cxecuti(^ $0 tbati when^ Prince 'Ferdinand of 

9l-unfwick, eotrvfted with the con\mand of the 

• forces 
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A. D. forces upon the fkmtters of Bohemia, was ad- 
, ^"^^ ' vanccd tO'Gro«-KugeI,-«md not before, he had 
inftrudtions to turn ofiF» and to take tbe root of 
' Leipfic : and, when he had. got pofiefiioo of' tMs 
city, be received further orders, to continue his 
matx:h alor^ the Elbe, to get behind Pirna^ to 
To ait off cut oflF the av.entiea, througli which the Saxon 
nimi^IT" ^™*y ^^^ fupplicd with prqvifions, and. to atrcn^t 
wih the every thing to»'diftrefs and: fhut riie Saxons upi 
camp. and ta prevent tbcirojundtipn with, and their re- 
lief from the Auftrians. - All which that Prince 
performed in^thk mofl; precife. ao^ tfib^hial msin** 
ner, for the fcaricc of his royal maftcr. 
King of When the King '. <rf Pruffia.en^ted the.^ron 
maiiTfefto.^^^ ^^ publiijied a manifeftoi M pleading the 
j^HPSity, to which ;he was* driven by, the equivocal 
conduft and dang^rq^us views of the covrt of Vi- 
enna, for taking fvich a diiagreeable reiblution to 
enter the hereditary dominioD* of his Polifh Mar 
^ jefty, Eledor of Swqny,. with an armed force : 
and at the fame titne protefting, in the prefeoce 
of God and man, tjiat nothing (hould have in- 
duced him to take fach a fljep againft a Prince, for ^ 
whom he Jjad, rfie .greateft perfpnal refpedt anij,; 
frien^fhip* bad beJiQt b^cn; forced ther^iint^ jjy 
the laws of war^ the fatality of the prefcnt comn ^ 
binations, and the neceffity of providing for .the s 
defence of his own dominion^f. r.He then put the 
Saxons in mind of his tender^efs towards their ^ 
Sovereign, in^ the year 1 744, ^nd r?nfK)nftraxed 
againft. thofe councils, which eijgaged bip^to, fa-- 
.voqr the enemies of .Frjjffi^ ;. adding* that it.w.a*^* 

• from 
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from the appmhmiaonsrf'bdiig^^ AD. 

their intrigues^ he wasl oempened to.f)uc{iue::iildk ' 

meafins ibr bis awn iafcty^ as procboce had 
dictated: but at the .'fame OxoCp be ^fikinoj^ rip 
themoft ibiemtirn^ooer, thathe.emeixaifi^ 99 
hoftUe intentioa] againft Ms Bt^Ailh M^fiAyiw any 
of hia'dtimimciiis: that bis troops did qef^^^noir 

Saxony'a&^neinies^ beiogninder cocqi^amd toob- 
fervedaeb^ordenjand'jno&)esaj6tdirdpl^^ and. 
coDcloded with prbteftatiQns^of lis ardent wifh^ 
for the happy monaent, in which he trngbt tedocp 
the puUic* ttanquiiity, asdhis PoViih Majefty'^ 
hereditary dominions, whic^ t he -was obUgBd to 
feize by -way o£ ^pledge fbriiiB ova fafety .'* 

At Leipfic Prince FVtrdiDand apologi»d forj[|PrinceFcr> 
hoftile Tifit, 'by another dedaration or Jiunifeilf^ed^ * 
*♦ which , promi&d, m the naitte of hk^ PmSm ^^^^.^^^ 
Majefty, to con(iider mid defend the^SaxotiSj; ««is , 
if they were his'' ovm fubje£ks •» and he' afiured 
them. That he had given pi^dfe orders; ipr bis 
troops to obferve cxad difeipline." But the fe- 
verity, i^ith which the -faJfowihg* refiyltftions t>f 
thefe vlfito^si imdei' the' nam^* of friends, weie 
attend^i foon coh^Hnced th«m, that hisPruflian 
Majefty Was decerfttffied-td treat *hat cfaaorate in 

theiatne Maonier, kal the dbmimorifs -of an c^pen 
enemy. -..:•;•: ^^^ j; j i .- 

His firft mark- of ftiendfhip exhibited itfelf in 
an order for the inhabitants of *Leipfic tP provide 
his army with provifions, at a Idfing price, on pain 
of military exec^tiom ' This was immediately fol- 
lowed,' 11^ the evieiitng of the fatee day, by an or- 
der 
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A* D^ ^r for the payment of all taxes, and cuftoms to 
^'^^ ' theKing of ProiSa; by feizing on the cuftom- 
hottfe and excife^office ; and by obllgii^ the mer- 
chants to t)pen the magazines of com and meal 
for the ufc of his army. 
Km^ of At Drefdsa, which city had been deferted by 
fondJTa'at ^^« King of Poland,^ and his military power-, and 
^'^A'Ts* ^^^ cntei-ed without oppofition by the King of 
the Queen. Pruffia ; an ofilcer was ordered by his Majefty to 
wait upon the Queen of Poland, with die ftrohgeft 
aflurmices of rcfpe<fl and fccurity for her perfon 
and family % ^ut Toon after he returned with a 
^peremptory demand for the keys of her huiband^s 
royal archives, cabinets and treafures : To which fht 
was at laft forced to fubmit^ notwhithftanding her 
utmoft oideavours to divert his Pruffian Majefty 
from fttch a violent and unprecedented action, un- 
Ereas » der the roof of her own palace. His Majefty 
^9^£t of^«r«^ ^^« fortxHcatiorts of Wirtembcrg to be 
&c. blown up-, and Torgau to be fortified, at which 

place he cftabliflied thji feat of government un- 
der a PruflRan miniftry ^ ; for the fame officer, 
who demanded the keys of her PpKfli Majefty, 
9cc[uainted the minifters of ftate and members of 
the (mincf^ that.thc King of PrufEa flbculd have 
no occafion for their fervice, but would appoint 
proper perfons to Hll, and difcharge the duties of 
dieir places' ind oificesi Baron Wylltfch was. ap- 

^ All ofiiccs for public bofincfs, belonging to the Pruffian 
army, xvttt eftkbLflied bfcre. The caA antd treafure of the 
arttiy was kept h^fe, aiid this wa» the place Where conlribi^ 
t^ft.and duller of aU kindb Wcrq ordered to b« paid. 

pointed 
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pomted the Bruffian gpvtrnbr ''o^ Drefdoji i Ik- A.D4 
rmade. prifonera of ail the SazcMi*o^eis 6mfd) in ^^^ 
that dtj^ ^4 QbKged them to. fwcar not* co iimrd ^"^5^^ 
againil the King, his imfter, before they oould be on officer* 
releaiied; and he traj^02;t^ dowi the Elbe to tary impU- 
Magdeburgh aH the^^rt^ie^^ arms and other npi* ^"^^^ 
Ktary fl^Wes, which H4d, bft^ privately, laid' up in 
the* ar l^nals suid. m2^j^i|i9e$r of the' capitals 

T^h&K^ng of Frxiflia^ keeping his eye ftill prin* His head 
cipally upon the ntilita^yppowwdf Saxony^ which ^"^'"* 
had cooped themfelves iip j^ft lo<tl^.fituactOA he 
hoped tafind theiH) fixed his. he^d <|uaffters ;ac 
Scidlicp;, about hal£ ^ Gepoiaa > les^ue fmm the 
Saxorl. ca;mp at'IH(n9>^ ^ as to bc^ at haod xoiu- Advamts- 
terccpt aU conveys of p9>vifiods for ^^ ^^WE^* ^^* ^f 
and to favour the operations^, vnitk whUsh he h»dhistroopu 
charged Friqc^e Ferdinaod' of Br,an(mc^ who^fi^ 
obferved. before, had ; marchedr alc^g the £lfaie» wd 
formed a^ chdin with the* royal army; that ex** 
tended oq the' right towards the frontiers of Bb* 
hcmid) feifed the palies, that lead to the circlesof 
S^czer and Leutmeritz in that kingdom, where 
Prince Ferdinand took po^<withoutTe£Lftance« > 

Such was the diftrefs of the Saieons^ ^hen-li^s iGn^ of 
Ppliife Miljcfty aj^Iied, in a mcmoriat ^ddreffcd Sl^^ 
tQ; aU-the. courts in amity withSaxony; for Tedreft^ s^xony^t 
which was .couched much, in the fame flile and memorial 
mannerj as that addreflfcd to their High Mighd- *f *i^L,, 
nfifles, by the Saxon minifter at the- Hague. ceedings. 

To rcprefent to you, high and mighty Lords, 

a ftate free, tranqjail and rnputer^. invaded. by « 

an'cnemy^ who covers himfelf under the.nanie, 

** of 
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%^l " ^ fiiendfhip i who without alfcdging the leaft 
** coinjrfaint, or any Jiretenfidns whatfoever -, but 
« governing hJmfeJffolely" by his com'miency, 
*« makes himfdf matter, by armed force, of all 
*• the towns, and even of the cajJital •' difmantles 
** places^ flich as Wirtembur^ $' fortifidr others, 
*♦ fuch as Ibrgati : this is btJt ft ^ feeble flketch of 
"the opprelBons- under wBicli the faithful fub- 
** jedb of his Majtfty gnodn j >the borghere dif- 
*« armed ♦, the tfifcgiftlfaltes x^rried off to ferve as 
*< hoObges for the lanjtfft arid ehbrmbus coiitri- 
*' butioDs ferfjJrovilions'ahd forage « :. the pijblic 
*^ coHew ' feifod, the revenues of the* Eledforatc 
■ ** coofifcated V the cwfthab -<if -Dfefden, ' of teip- 
".fie, of Weifehias arid -^fZerft broke operi, the 
" artitteryand the afms phifi3ercd ind tranfported 
KxMagdeburgj lyet all thefeweirno rii'ore than 
preHrainatics to the unheard ijf indignity bfi^rtd 
" to the Queen V whde virtuesf alone 'ought to 
"have coromandfld reijieav ffom^lttrr very ene- 
",mies. It was from the facred hands of that 

•1 Priocqfs; tbU'arcftlveVof 4Ut« *^ere fofccd, by 

" mcHftces andviohjrtcei.tKftw^hftindiTig the fe- 

<w«y, I wJ\i«hrih«i Mi^eftyi:n)|ght ■ promife to 

h«rfcHv;'underj*hcptote(aibA'ttf all laws human 

" .9nd:djy»nei and notwithftaBdihg the rdterated 

" aflwaOfes^JWDitoJieRJuithebameoftheKlng 
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• ^ Tie 4e£BCi«,,,<hatw«t hom.hAf&c ta princs Ferdi- 
n^nd s head qwrters, were coj,dM£ted.w.Torgaa, mi therfc 
detained, as fecurity for the obedience ot the regency of 
Leipfic. and for the payment of the dudes and cbntributioiu 
Of taaccity. * ' 
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THE LATE WAR/ TSr, 

*• of Pruflia, that not only her perfoh and rcfi- A/D^ 
« dcncc Ibould be ^olutely fafc 5 but that-wcn ''^ ' 
" thePrUffian garpifon ftiouW be under her or- 
"dcrs." 

^\ .This auguft and tender mother of her f«idi- 
** ful fubjeds, vho, to make a facrifice to die 
** happioefs of the Saxons, had remnined at Di«f- 
den, expeded) iiv the midft of taemilt, to go- 
vern in fecarky the ftates of het ti^ft confort, 
who, prompted by cares equally^ important, 
had halted away to head his j^nfi^^, t^^k&ssA 
bis injured honour, and to give to the zeal and 
Jove of his people, wha£ they had groufid to' 
expe& from theiv^ut, and fiminefs of fo tnag-' 
I ^^ naninoious a Prinqe r Bat (he \m been cTeceived : 
I " fhe is not only dq)rived^ of t-hc government; 
" the activity of the pivy-councili is ' alio taken- 
I " liway ; and, inftcad of the legitawatc govern- 
I ** . mcnt, an arbitrary dir^S^ is fubftfemed, which 
i '* acknowledge no other right, but its own 

," wUl, &c/* 
' • Whatiever advant^geis his Pruffian Majcfty gained ^ts etea^ 

over the confederaiea againft hhn, by this fdrdble 
pufli.to diiarm Saxony*, and by treating a country 
with the pgpur of martial powers which had giVen ' 
hinx no vifible ci^ufe. of complaint •, tht^ King df 
PolanjJ, El^i^or rof S^OD)!^ hyrinfifkuig- upon ^4lis 
own innocence, and the natural right he had 
to the prot^^lPQ (^ the laws of nations, irtfm an 
invader of. bis dominions in time of profound 
peace ; and by expatiating upon the perfidious 
and tyrannical cohdud): of his Prullian Majefty 

and 
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A. D;^ axid hiis ofEcers, raiied tbeattratiQa o£zIl'Kixrap^j 
*^5 • and furnilhed! thofe» wJwi were mdft dbfiroust w 
break wkh Pruflk, with a lauddble moiire ta ariA' 
in defence of diftrefi^d innocence and injultdMa:^ 
• ^ jpfty. Even tkofe, wh6 wiftlod^ well to the Piuf- 
fian h«ro could fcarce ref:oneile hi3 cant^dl^iOii? tihi^ 
qcca(k>n, with- juftice, and fome of his beft' fmAds 
difavowed their knowledge of this expediuqn^ and* 
condemned it. ' 

■ 

Tn Eng. None were mere furprized than his fBmannic^ ^ 
**"^- Majefty, EJcdor of Hanover, Pruffia's faihhfuf 
ally. It was eafy to forefee the difficuldies, , irr 
which this would enobroil his Pruifian M^eify t 
none of which were fo much a& MpcEtcdy when' 
the treaty between Greac Britain and Pruffia was* 
flgned \ And our King, as Eleftor jsf Hanover; 
was fo far from being in the* fccrct of this rnvas-' 
fion, or of the. motives which the Kii^ .<rfi Pruf- 
fia h^d to feize upon Saxony, that he pvMickly' 
difavowed, and in ibme: fenfe.:proteft^d' againflf 
that irruption. ' 

T^ reply Europe, in this confufion, was immedfetely 
®^^^^^"S prefentfid, with a?. circular meufiorial, by way of 
to the Sax- reply j| in the nanw of hi&Prxiffian Majefty ; whcwi- 
on memo. .^ 'ny,^ declared, " That the itwpuutions in^the 

SaXQD' memorial wece calumnies raifed and aggra^ 
vaied without truth, and( withiout' decency; that 
IHKhingj more than the: uftial taxes had been raifedP 
qn the fiibjefis of the Elcdorate, and that they 
had been: fully paid for every things they had fur- 

I 
•- J ■ I 

<>.Qnthi i6tfaof Jan. 1756;. 1 

niflied: * I 



\rfiert itf *i» aflfettea thiH the nsfpear dCSfe-to t^- '*^^*' 
Q6ien wiiS^ vibfetiidi Bjf^^ dttWiAidlirt'g! of fi# cef-R 
tain pkik*tf, thfe co^liii 6f >/i^ftkR he' was"' irffSjatif 
pbflfelBsrf -of, bW! wMcl^ it? iicearfte rieciflkif foK * 
htttt' to' hi*ff irt- tfef oi-iigfeial, Hi ordti' t& proVt' un-' 
anfwcMfcly, the" ploiJ, Asftf waS formed B rfi^i^ 
bioi, not brily of Sileda-^ virhkh tfic Etrtprefs Qbeert 
rcfcrvfed entirdy foi' Hrfrfclf ; but UkeWife of rfi« 
dutches' ofKligdebourghf ind CfOffeh,' and thd '' 

dtdei of Ziilikhatf, Cotbus ^nd Sifhvf ibus, #hicK 
was the ^rribn allotted- te' dje'Ring of Poland.'*' 
But thi* was 6hly » tefUpotalry' a^te^ < tt>' pite- 
pare tRW^ vwrrW- for tihofe tirf*rtft?epabl« proofs, 
WHich He 'Toon after caufed ' to be publiflied ; and 
ftivrecf both tbt wifciom arid^jtoftJce of a Cohduft^ ' 
fe greatly cSfepl^rxxired-, at lirff, aS tO' ftigmatiz^' 
hml wtH At name of a-^ublic robfcfen • ' ' 
■ The Emperor waS erigagieii by his Cotifort to iPheBim. 
dfecHT the titmoft effoKs^ of Mis powe^, to deteKP^^^j'^f^^ 
the Pniffiah JMoriarch from proceeding. As head'him,* 
c* this Bfftpire he i(MQl a« ddcree, admoriVfliing' 
shdcdm'fBinding Win -to withdraw hfttwops froni' 
Saatony,' oS pain df Being profcefedddf againff ac"-^ 
(fording to» the laws' cyf the Empire: He ablblvfed' 
ail» the"*aifels*of^ the Em|>irt^ foond^ in his ftr- 
vice from their oath of fidelity, and commantfed* 
thena tb* leave the ^I^ffian' ftandardb *^hd^ \Sf i 
third deci-dc ht forbadfejrirthe pririees; jftates^ arfrf- 
dthcf menlbcrs of fbe'Empiri* to* fiiffer theiir fub^' 
jefts to enlift thenifelves in the Pruflian fcrvice, 
or oth^rwife * tb give "him any kind' of alfeftance. 
Vol. II. F rfe 

»3 
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A. D., He then enumerated all the violences ^ fct forth iiL 
'^^ the Saxon memorial, with many Aggravations >. 
ai)d concludes with this remarkable claufe, ^* For : 
<< thefe caufes we mod ferioufly comm^d and 
<V enjoin your M^efty, as EleAOr of Branden- 
V' burgh, by virtue of our Imperial dignity, and 
*« the power of fupreme jydgc, to defift,. without 
^* delay, from, all rebellipn, hoftil* invaftons, 
*' violences and breaches of the peace, in the 
*« Elcdlorate of Saxony, and other ftates of the, 
•* Empire ; to withdraw immediately your troops, ; 
*• and to break up and difmifs your army, which. 
^« is fo dangerous to the ftates of the Empire, 
** and the common^ tranquility ; to reftore every 
*' thing that has been taken •, to repair, without 
•' reply or demur, all damages and cofis, and to 
** make, as foon as poflible, your moft humble 
<^ report of the manner, in which all this has 
" been executed. As for the reft, we (hall forth- 
^^ with proceed to what is enaded by the laws of 
** the Empire, in punilhment of the grievous 
" crime committed by your Majcfty, as Elefibor 
*' of Brandenburg, againft us and the whole 
** Empire, by a rebellious eiiterprize, danger-^ 
" ous to the community, arid at the fame time 
** provide for the future fccurity of all . the Em- 
" pireV* 

In the mean time the Auftrians attempted to 
fupply the Saxon army at Pirna.with provilions. 
But the convoy was attacked and routed by a ^e- 

- ^ Dated at Vienna, September 19, 1756. 

I tachment 
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tachment of Pruflian huflars, who carried off a A.D. 
confidcrable number of loaded waggons. This ^' * 
was the firft aft of hoftility between the troops of 
Auftria and PruflSa. 

The Ffcnch court,, as yet, ftiade no movement 
with arifts, but fpit their venom in the following • 
circuUr rcrcript to- alf foreign courts 5 in which it 
is faid, " That his rhoft Chriftian Majefty cannot Tie . 

' '* French i)ft 

but confidcr the requifition made by the King ofciJ^um 
PruflJa to the King of Poland, fileftor of Saxony, 5^^"* ^^^ 
for the paflage of his troops through th^ EIe£l:o* Prulfi$, 
rate» as nothing lefs than a declaration, that he is 
determined to ufurp that, to which he has neither 
abfolutc right, nor equitable claim, ' 

** That by this ufurpation, committed in a time 
of profound peace, againft the Eledor of Saxony, 
at the time when that Prince' relied, with un- 
fuipedling fecurity, upon the faith of the treaty 
of Drefden, and the affurances of friendfliip, which 
the King of Pruflia had given him^ the King of 
Prufliii had violated the public peace, the treaty 
of Weftphalia, all the' laws and conftitutions of 
the Empire, and every tie by which the memberg 
of the Germanic body are united. 

" That the eftablilhment of the fyfteip formed 

by the King of PrUttia, in concert with the court 

pf Great Britain, was the moft unjuft, and moft 

injurious, that can be imagined, and fuch as left 

no room to exped, ithat any meafures Ihould be 

kept with thofe powers, cither by land or fca, 

as they had violated all laws^, both human and 

diyiof. 

Fa *! That 
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A* D* ' •• That this candu£k oug^t to exclude the JK-ing; 

'"^^ * of Pruffia from all benefit that he might receive 
from any defcnfive alliance ; and therciforb hi& moft 
Ch rift ian Majcfty doubts not, that the ftates which 
are now in alliance with him, will think them- 
felves abfolved from every obligadon to afibrd 
bim any fuccours, and that they will afiift his moft 
Ghriftian Majefty and his alUes, in every mcafore 
that may be purfoed for their mutual defence,, 
the fupport of the general intcreft of Europe^ and 
the giving a proper fandion to the mutual con- 
lyafl: by^ which one nation is attached to an- 
Qther." 

The decia- '^^^ ^^^^^ ^^ Ruflia was more explicit ;. whofe 
ration of ^ecJaratioA being dated September 4, 1756.. at 
prefs of St. Pcteriburg, a conliderable time before they 
wlSThfm. ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ invafion of Saxony by the Pruf- 
fi^fi army; ftiews, that the difcovery of the alliance 
agaiinft the King of Pruffia was known at Pe-« 
Iprfburg, and its confcquences aj^prehendcd ; and 
that the Czarina was prepared to march her forces 
upon the firft alarm of an atitack made upon 
^y part qf the confederacy : for (he con>-i 
manded the Ruffian miniftcrs refiding at foreign 
eoufts to declare, *^ That as the fole intent of the 
preparations, which the Empreis ordered to be 
itiade, laft ipring, was to enable her to fulfil ha: 
engagements with her allies, in cafe any of thecrt 
fttoUld be attacked, the preparations were fufpend- 
eds. both by iea and land, as foon as there was 
ground to. hope that that cafe would not iboa 
happen*^ in order that the whole world might be 

coa- 
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convinced that her Imperial Czarifli Majefty was A, D. 
no Icfs forward to defend ' her allies, when threa* ^7S8. 
tcned with an attack, than backward to throw 
Europe into an alarm without an extreme neccf- 
fity. 

•^ That the King of Pruffia, far from doing 
juftice to the Emprcfs's fentimfcnts, on this head 
(though he remained quiet, whilft preparations 
were making by Ruffia, and .even fome time after 
they had ceafed) had all of a fudden begun t6 
make fuch powerful armaments, as gave room to 
apprehend that the flames of war would imme^ 
diately burft out. ^ 

*• That ncverthelefs Ruffia, to avoid the mut 
tiplying of fears, for furnifliing the King of Pruf- 
fia with a fpecious pretext for diftuAing the pub- 
lic tranquilky^ 'had made no motions ; in hopes 
that the King of Pruffia, in imitation of this ex- 
ample, would not ftir up fuch troubles : but that 
this Prince, having cojitinued to arm with all hi^ 
might, attd , without any interruption, and with*, 
out alledging any other reafon than the iidea he 
had fornied to himfelf of an apprehended at- 
tack, had thereby fufficlently intimated that hfe 
tbugh< only a pretext to difturb the peate ctf 
Europe, * : 1 

*^ That, in faft, . it is inconteftible, that when 
the King of Pruffia was preffihg his armaments 
tvith the greatcft vigour, thofe of Ruffia had long 
ceafed s ^ani that thofe of the Emprefs ^een did net 
k^in^ 4iU the Jucce£ive motions of the PruJJians and 

F 3 * $ke 
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^^^ Bohemia apd Mpr^yU were m,(i|ngcr; inafipuch 
4U itwasr np fccret t|iat thc|Li^g of Pr;u^l3Ba.,wjis 
4i%uftcd at the treaty of VcrfaiUcs j though t,his 
Prince, when he figncd his treaty with England, 
g^yi$ himfclf. no concern about what jhe couttpf 
Vienna might think of it- , . 

" It is, therefore, dear to her Imperkl Czatiih 
Majefty^ that t^if King of Prufg^ ought to be 
.csonfidq^cl .a^ithe jS^rft, author of tj^e trpubles, th)tt 
l^re ^piog xp bt-fak out, though he h* affefted to 

., gublifli^ ^^^' M ^^% ^^^ ^^^^ meafures only to 
defend himfelf ag^ft his enemies, who had no 
jKififtenpe, bm ip bi§, qwQ fupgofiiUQii : that,^nc- 
yprthclefs, . it is from this lupppfition he has 
thought himielf entitled to depiand of the Em- 
prefe Que^n ,an expUn^tipn ys^ith regard to her 
;w4rlike pjreparatiops^ adding, in a manner i\Qt 
jal.togetber.deicent, t^^x if hej- aoiwer were not to 

J^ ^)<}^%ftk^ "^^^ would 

.not ^ ^nfweraWe for the ?^^^ 

,,. **^Ti^t in,^c<^nlidcW^^^^^ theft; circum- 

.ftanccs the Emprefs can no longer .conceal Her 

fcaljeiftsments^ jpor forbear declaring, thatas fhp 

cannqt bejiold with indtfferency any^ a^tact? m^de 

■ k *f*his h a nibtorlbas mlfrepreftFtitatiod df the faft,' as ap- 
^{^ai-k ftbivi the drtuihftaiibes reiatedt inljthis. Hiftor/; on 

J Xhis_f/afpicion j^ould^arife fx^qm no other circumftancf, 
than a confcioufnefs of the dlfcovery, made by his PrulHan 
Majefty, of the parthion of hk dominionB lA fli6 confederate 
treaty ; for it ^as not poliUe to ' hear- &{ I^Mt 3iad pii3R4^ m 
^©erwany, - ... ... :,.,^...- :. ..... ,. , _ ^ 

on 
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Cm W amimdtih of' fiti mis, |>iirticurdrry thiHii A. D. 
df We-Erti^fsi Q^ceridP-Hurtgary, 'and- tfic *^^^' 
ISIeaorate 6{ Skjtdhy, !hb will fofnflh ^dy aAd 
piwtjrful fvrccdvtrS'td the ^rty ttnjuftly Attaatedi 
lUid wiH not^itik herf^ lA any Wife rerpdjifi^le 
for the con^qtieiic^s, wKith the prefent menaiieiag 
conduct of his Pruffian Majefty may diiW' afiCer 
it, ■&€> ■• "-, 

■ Whedicr We inhnadrert tpbn tht date tff this Remark* 
rtrcript, we ' fliall ' difcover thte ■ ihfirtcerfty df' fier '"^Si" 
Czariih Majefty •. her difguft^ wkh "En^and, foi 
'entering into kn allianci WitK Pruffia/ which fee 
hid pnevioufly been engagra xo crum, and that 
her real fentimersti wQfe riot formed tippri the jbi^e- 
fcnt appear^ntts, but lipdn th^ long f)fepoflef- 
lions^lhe had entertained iii prejudifc^ to the KJng 
of * Pruma, at t|ie Vrfigation ^f ?the^ irtipi^fs 
Queen arid* the ^xoh cofut, and^^donctiiled hi^ 
therto under the haipe of frifend(hip; tiJI nedfef- 
' fity obliged the confederacy to^puH 6ff the m^flc 
in their. 6wn j3!ifencd ; Apq whofevei* attends to 
Its fubftahce, wilf^iid aVdn 8f cont^^^ and 

feUacy run thfough the whole-, advancing 'fAfts, 
which are ntt dohfifteftt eithetlh Bblnt of ticSe w 

. His Brafilaa /Ms^iefty, howc^r, ^ neidier intl* Rcfoiurioa 
nudatsd by the fbni^dable alliances, which al«ady ^"^ ^^' 
appeared againft him, nor detetred from his pur- Pnjffian 
pofes, by the thundering decrees of the Imperial *^* ^' 
authority^ which he defpifcd with as much con- 
teo^h AS our Henry VIIL did the thunder of^ 
the Vatican againft: bis proceedings in the re* 

F 4 forma-^ 
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A' ^- foroiauDii •, ac<wad€4 ftri^ly fP th€ acpempUtbi^ 
^^54 j^ firft 4iuca»pt> tp g«i^ fifU fa|9e$on €f SaxQny; 
$a that, the ^^edecer^iniec) his eaemi^s ^p^^r^ 
fo oppoie his arfps, ^ t^ttd ttie power io Hif 
feand^ to : (Jcfeat their i^o^ fsoguipe *ntRriti»»S# 
The S^uipan rektift^ fn^ tk^ Ais^tmn di^fui^t 
for the relief of the S^icpflSf ffivec} pnly (o acce-r 
Icrate the total ruin of his Polilh Majefty. Thejr 
iDo^vinccd the jKing pf PfM^a; thf t nothing lefs 
fJbfn ^ total redu0:ioi:i c^ thgt f^rty <:^ thf (;9iifedeT 
f*€y ag^nft him 909)4 do hm apy ferwc, And 
fCGordingJy being ffiafter ?ilrea^y pf eyery pthff 
^art of that eledoTjatse^ he f^a^ detieriyijfied to for<;|;. 
jhe Sa?ion ariny at Pirfi$i| by a ftfong blockude^ to 
iurrcncjci? to Ijis arnjia fpf W*Ot c^ pfo^ifi^ps, pf 
which there was gre^ faarcli/y ip their panip *, of 
,to fall under hi^ ffford^ if f hey (fao^Jd at|eifipt 
ibpcfs their way t|»ro|ijgb tl»p lioesof cirppwvaUar 
^on» . 
<i>he By tjiis mieans, thp £ue i of th^ S^x^ ^rmy^ in 

Sen? which riefted the J#« appearance of. th?ir cpuntry^f 
e^rts to jwidcpwi4J3ncy, waj5 4aily n^cfHCcd tp wc»J$ an4 
paxorar! .wpirfps. anii, as th^ E.i»prcft Queeri <fwJd ;npt bot 
'- ^yr ^c li^F Qwn danger incrcaf^ through ^yery .^d vftOi. 
t3gc gained by the.Pruffian mpnarch over Sajix)ny^ 
t^' gr^atefl: e^tft w»s preparing, on her pgrt^ 
with ihp wcmqft espp^ition, to. deliypr .ih« Sf^$ 
put of tl^eir rmppus.fituatipr|, *n(j m^k tb«rfeo;f 

:KftiN to.her armyt m^^ themmm^^ of Connf 

JBfP>vi1, whpfe courage, ftiU .aH4 PPn^Wifl Wtff 
ift high pft^effl, to sttjcfe th^ Pf H(ri4P ^risy. . 
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might fojve bad- it> 4e(irqiJ fSt^. ^st h. wm ''^^* 
fcance tQ bp ijhwghjt, thftt a^Pfinqe,, who h»d fowndby the Yi. 
out tte inoft fceret intrigues of the cabinctngtinft g^*"*^«» 

ffifi?, »|povit,;wh^t ^vw agiuong fisg^ft Wm io ''"*^ ! 

. d>e fieid. He. w4» as nn^U |)royMie(i with fpk$ .aod 
ippiflaries afoout the cou rt and-icgrpp of his cnemscsi 
gs with arn^s Uk defend, himfflf, : Tlicre -wat. not a 
jDOtipft ofjbe encnpy^ that cai«td:^ftapc his Ma^ 
|efty'$ penetration. jHt^.p^riooal knowkdgc .of 
^e corpgraphy, or ftice of the country v bctwea 
lutn and tb^ Auftri w ^rrpy, <fopp)icd him with ths 
moft niinute ideas concerning every motion i of 

* ^ impoctaac^ of ewry pafs y- and the danger of 
l^v^y, defife: whi^h* afliitei with carjy iotnlUk- 
^wcp of their font and ftrengrb, fiiroiflied fann ^ 

«rith aaighty advantages, aji4 detennined him to 
4ifconcert their meafures and operations, by .fbrcr 
ing the AiUliiam^ to a batde^ befcnre they could 
reach the pUce of their deltination. 
. With this view, the Pruflxan.heroe had detached, Rdotvtt ; 

/• • • /• ■ • to attack 

irom time, to tmic, as many troops from his army the Attftri* 
' in Saxony, as could- be fparcdat the bkxikade, to ^^J^fJ* 
fecure th^ pa0c8 ; and to aflbnfale, under the com« 
mand Vcfldt MarefchatKeith) who had orders to 
enter Bohemia, and to encamp near thb {wM 
town of Auiig, and not far from the army com- 
manded by Coupe Brown ;i after. he had reduced 
4bc town and palace*^ o^ Tetchen) which was 



# Sitoate opon aroi^k, ini belonging to Count Than. 

a . confidcrcd 
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A. D. conlidcred as a frontier fbrtreft agaihfl: Saxony ; 
'^^ * and, made the garrifon of one captain, one lieu- 
tenant,' four fbbalterns^ and 1 2r foldiers prilbners 
of war. 
The im. HtTc We have in fight zti aftion, which by its 
S'^foiu- con&quenCes may be lobked upon to be the moft 
^°"' dccifive of any during the whole war; becaufe 
upon its fuccefs, on the part of Pruffia, the fat« 
of Saxony was determined, and a way was opened 
for his Prpffian Majefty info Bohemia r and this 
battle, whidh was to open the firft campaign o£ a 
moft Woody War, was fought by two generals' or 
commanders in chief, who were originally fubje^s 
of the BritiOi cn>wn; 
Count Count Brown, who was at the head of 60,000 

JX"an^* Auftrians, was an officer of Irilh extraftion, that 
General, ^^d recommended himfelf to the Imperial court 
by his couragei vigilance and condpa:, firft in 
Italy, and efpecially in their laft war with the King 
jof Pruljia, and was honoured with this great Com- 
mand for the regard paid to his merit. 

Marflial ' Veldtmarefchal,or field marfhal Keith, whocom- 

Pr^^;„*^*^tntndcd under theKing of Pruffia, on this occafion. 

General, ^as the younger fon of George Keith, Earl Marfhal - 

eifiScotFand,bornin that kingdom in 1698, and at 

"17 years of^ age he entered with his brother Lord 

^liifexffial- inter the rebellion, which broke out in 

^Scodaiid, in the* year 1715. At the battle of 

-Shcrifiinoir he appeared in arms, in favour of the 

BSeteiideri* and was wounded in the neck ; but fo 

(lightly that he was not fenfible of it, till he was 

undrefied to go to bed. The. defeat of his party 

drove this young adventurer, with many morfe, to 

fcek 
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fccK their fo^ijnes ?br<j»4f: . iJ« fpll9'>*?<l^ ^^I'rW' 
ther into Sfpain* aix4 (>i)>tabed f cop^nU^uoi^ io.tj|ie 
IriA brigade, <:opvT)an,ded.'W,,t})p Dijltcof Or- 
mond, lately fled tx) that kingdom, under ^pre- 
hen(ions of bging^call^ed,.l»,^i}^ac¥;fiuptif^^^ 
condufl: towards to the Houfe pjf Paiu)yer,,4^,i:he 
latter end of Qijeen Anne^5 feign. . Vi' th j$r, (ituf - 
tion the Hpr^. Mr. Keith continued ip years; 
when^ tired of fuch a6\inadive ftai;e, where ti>crc 
was ho profpied <gf diftingfiilbi^^ by fe^s 

of arms, he ipbtained recommendations to . the 
Emprefs of Ruflla, then reigning^ who received 
him with particular marks, of diftipftiyn, and 
honoured him with a commiQipn qf Brigadj^r 
Genei^al : and foon after advanced hinv ta the cank 
of Lieutenant General. 

The waf between Ruflia and Turkey, which 
broke out in thgt" reign, afford/sd ppportfjnitifs 
enough to difplay bis courage and abilitiies in^;be 
military art. , tje was in all their battle^,- aa4 ^as 
wounded fo much in the heel at the taking of 
Ockzakov, where hewa^the firft .that .^[iQ^ntcd 
the breach, that they were obliged to farry kjy^ qfF 
the field of battle^ 

His efteem at Petcrlburg iocreafed v.afl^i ,np^ 
the return of peace, the Czarina -(enthiip-^P^ttiC 
court of I^gndon, in ,qqalii:y pf^hcr aqibaOa^r 
^xtraordinaryt On which occafiqn overtures ,were 

made to Sir Rol^rt Walpole^ , priinp jqw^ 
^fccover this veteran office}: for tl^ Jpj vice af §iqit 
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A. D. cd Lowbfchutz, and gained fome other advatt* 
'^* ' tagbs, which he* tnade ufc of next day, to favour 
his march, and his attack againft the Auftrians. 

The army arrived at Welmiria ' in the nighty 
and were ordered to form into battalions and fqua^ 
drons behind one another, and to remain in that 
poHtion iall night. His Majefty fpent the reft of 
the night in his cloak before a little fire at the head 
of his troops, and at day break (on the ift of 
Oftober) he took his principal general officers, 
Reconnoi- and fhewed them the ground he had propofed to 
pwind, occupy with his army; viz. his infantry, which 
wid forms formed the firft line, were orderfcd to occupy twa 
high hills and the valley between them : the fecond 
line was formed with fome battalions : and the 
third line confiftcd of the whole cavalry. 
Great The Aufttians, whofe fecurlfcy, founded upon 

e?thl ' a wrong fuppofition, that it would be impoiffible 
GcEwaU ^^^ ^^^ Pruflians to fofm fuch a defign upon their 
camp, had occafioncd their negled of thofe heights, 
now prepared to difpiite thofe pofts with their 
Pruflian vifitors : fo that notwithftanding the King 
loft no time in ftrengthenihg the wings of his army^ 
upon thofe hills ; and the fame diligence and pre- 
caution was ufed by the* infantry in eftablilhing 
Attack the thcir poft, at the right ; yet the enemy*s Pandours, 
as they ' Ctoatians, and grenadiers, gave the left fo much 
formed, trouble from the vineyards, inclofed with ftonc 
walls, that it was obliged to fall immediately into 
an engagement. 
The Pruf- Howcvcr the Pnlffiaris advanced with great re* 
folution and as great order, as poffible, till they. 

cam^ 



iians ad- 
vance. 
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came to the declivity of the hills towards the eno* / A- ^ 
my. From which ftation they could fee th,e towa *'^ 
of Xiowofchutz filled with infantry ; a large bat- 
tery of 1 2 cannon in front, and their cavlry 
formed chequer- wife and in a line between Lowor> . 
cljutz and the village of SauHchitz. < 

Kot being able to make further difcovery of the Dliantn 
enemy's difpofition and ftrcngth, on account - of ^^^^^^^ 
a jhick fog, which intercepted their fight,, his «»«°*y*, 
Majelly fent to reconnoitre, and finding that he^ 
had judgedrightly of the enemy's, difpofition ; and- 
that his own infantry w^9 in pofieflion of the hollow . 
in the manner he had ordered, he refolved to be- 
gin the attack with his cavalry to drive back the 
ciiemy^s horfe, which ftood in their Jront. Ac- 
cordingly he formed his cavalry before his firftTheaaioa 
line of infantry, and attacked the enemy's imme-g^e^ 
diately with iuch vigour, that they were ibon 
broke. But as the enemy had placed a great body 
of infantry in hollow places and ditches, withfe- 
vefal pieces of cannon, behind the horfe, the . 
PruiSians found themfelves greatly exppfed to . their 
fire, the further they purfued the advantage of 
their arms •, and were obliged to return ^nd form 
again ^under the protection of their infantry and 
cannon ; the Auftrian cavalry not daring to pur- 
fuc them. 

The Pruflian horfe being formed again, they Pruffiati 
returned to the fcharge, with fuch refolution and ^*^* '^'^^* 
courage, that neither fixty pieces of cannon, nor 
a. powerful body of infantry lodged in the hollows 

and.diKhts to. fupport the cavalry, could prevent 
; them 
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M.l>t thsm frorai tat^y ^ftidAw^' Ac wh^fe A^fhin 
'^'^* cavadrjTy aodl forcing thc^ mimtry frothl their fla-* 

% When this charge WW ptfffo^mcd, thfc »Kirtg «)r-' 

dered kit ^aoi^lrjr up tcr the hill agaih, md dttw 

them up behind. tbe:itt£utc#y : a^d as icon a^^hiv 

could be effi^Aed^ the ca^iiuionadh^g (lill eomimi- 

iiig, and the eoerpy making all poflible efibrtstfd^ 

fiarik the left of the Pruflian infantry, the King- 

cNiderfid the battaiions, of the- firft'llne e6 tufti to^ 

ifceleft: then thf battaiionis cf the fetondi liile' 

filled' up the intervals;; fo thaiC the tfavairy v^^ 

brought to form the ftcond Kne, and- to (oppoit: 

the infeiJtTy. ^ At the fame time, by a mafter- 

pieoc of gencralfliip, «he whole left of die infantry,' 

. majiching'on gradually, wheeled about ; attacked^ 

the town of Lowofchm^ in flank, in (bite of the* 

caanon and the prodigious' infantry of *the ericniy ;' 

fct fire to the faburbs ; c*a1:ried the poft, and pur 

the whole army to ftight. ' 

viaoryde- . Marlhal' Brown, finding his rned were greatl/ 

Clares in (Jifpijited by fuch a fccne of blood, the nurHbei* 

iavour of *^ ' . 

the Prufli- of killed aod wounded announcing to 6000 attd^ 

^^' upwards, and deprived of feveral general officer^/ 

among!}: whom was General Radicati killed,' ancS 

Prince Lobkowitz. taken prifonerj he' itturncd* 

with his whole force to the other fide of the Eghi,* 

and' took his ckmpat Budin. 

K5ng of The King of Fruffia kept the field t^ battle,: 

P*^"i*. awdeftabiilhcd; his headqurfrtfers ar LoWolbbUtz 5^ 

maintains ,i . 

the field though, hisi whole army did not exce^ ^^^fio^ 
'^^^^^^^^' n^\, whcce^s the enemy's conTiiSscdof 6oioao. 

The 



. This buttk^en'tamd Satxa lemf 10 the m<M'nt9c A. i>, 
tiU three in tjbe afif^moori. Thdoft of the Prufiiam 
w$B 9CO0 mf n luUed aiid wmmaed : one genera both iide«. 
9f iofu^tf^ tiro imjor geneetls of ca.vidry, and oae 
^ptoM of file <?eo« d' Arm$» killed ; and acconi-'^ 
ig^ «o (thp AuftriM iftc^mint fi>me fatindf eda were 
9»»de fr|(QMrii» ^mMi^ whwi wece ft gr^t mwf 
^Sif»n^ The lo^ of the iUiftiidns llain in battfe . 
and made priibners, is not aicertained i>Y theit 
g0«ef€|, iHJt the Pnitfiaii Kco»ot n^akes it be- 
tween iu iM|d 7PQ0 kiUod and wot^nded : 500 weit 
^kfin ptifyo^i^^ yfuh five pi^oes of canooa anci 
t^ws.pticof.c^otfFft. . • 

Tbi? Jaft «f * t^au^k. vdtfe fo great a foperiorit]^ 
%» (vw^bpr^s M^d i>f fiipb in^irancejtt ih^ Bx& 
ftrolj^e.pf a w^r^ thaCj w aJl probability, wa^ to de- 
ti?rflfiioe ihe fat^ of tie King of Fruflla, of fai^ 
cn^et, fe<|uir<ed as good ^glof^, as poflibly oould 
\fG invented, to paUial^ the oiifoarriage. Accord- General 
ii^gly the court of Vienna pybUihed another- ac- fovotl^bic 
coyn^ of this d^'s ^vmt^ under the name of a account of 
«eli(tioa fcnt to their bnperial Majeftics by Marihal ' 
9rown» In which the Marfhal (k% out tvkh afl 
ertorwQU^ ,accouAt of iche^rength of the fruffiaa 
irmyi ^iw;b be maji^s.iio :qonfi(t of 40*000 men,* 
He;tbeii tetts theqp> That the. battle began at feven 
o'ctockflAdieiftcf Qftober, and chat the Pruf- 
fian oimmade was fiKh, that the like bad nevei" 
bee^n hestxd : tha^ the Pn^ffiajos Ending their efforts 
vaiQ 4gaipA the: firmncfs. of the imperial troops, 
b$^q to (hrow hot balls into the village of Lo^ 

wofclHUj^^^dlJc^ iitt.to iii;.and tfcat the Im-* 
Vol. 11. G pcrial 
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A. D*. perial infantry finding thcmfclves between the (ire 
'^^ * of the village and the enemy's attaek, were oblig- 
ed to quit the eminence on the right of the tillage 
to form themfelves in the plain ; after which the 
fire flackened, and ceafed entirely at three o'clock 
in the afternoon. He further affirmed, That he 
remained the whole night upon the field of battle, 
and that his Pruffian Majefty had' retired behind 
it. 
Remarks But all this art availed nothing. For, let the 
two^a^j! ' Auftrians boaft ever io much of their advantage 
cuuntf. . in this day's aftion •, it is certain their whole plan 
was defeated, as well as their army. What did 
Brown aflemble that army for ? '.Was it not to fuc- 
cour his Polifli Majefty, and to relieve, and, if 
poffible, to deliver the Saxons but of their con- 
finement at Pirna ? Was he in a capacity to per- 
form that fervice after the aftion of this day ? 
What did the King of Pruflia offer him battle for 
in Bohemia ? Was it not to difable him from 
marching to the relief of the Saxons under his 
blockade? Did this aftion anfwer thatpurpofe? 
If the King of Pruflia obtained his purpofe ; and 
Brown could not accomplilh his errand^ on which 
he was fent by their Imperial Majefties; arid all 
owing to the event of this day's aftion, we may 
fafely admit. That however bravely the Auftrians 
behaved ; how equal foevcr the forces of thi 
bcUigerants were, and how confiderable fbcver 
;he lofs of the Pruffians might be ; and whether 
they maintained the field of battle or not \ vic- 
tory declared in favour of the Pr uflian hero : and, 

'as 
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as iUch, • his Pruffian Majcfty had a right to claim A. D. 
it : and he notified the fame to all the world : of '^^ 
which we have the fbllowtng note under his Ma- 
jbfty's own : hand, who . difpatched a meffengerto 
the Queen mother with thefe few words : " Ofto- 
ber I ft; This morning.' I gave battle . to the 
Auftrians. Great generalihip was difplayed on 
both fides ; and the fate of the day was doubt* 
^Ifulfor fome hours : but at laft it pleafed God 
** to give us the viftory/V 

There being no profpeil: of furprizirig, or of King of 
drawing the Auftrian army to a fecond engage- fj^^n^jth 
ment, arid it being of no fervice to leave behind ^»s armyto 
him an- army, without fome view of immediate 
advantage; which chiefly depended upon the re- 
duftion of the Saxon forces at Pirna, his Pruffiatt 
Majefty ordered his victorious troops to return to 
Saxony, and to join that body of his forces em- 
ployed in the blockade of the Saxon camp : this 
additional flrength excluded all hopes of relief, saxon ar« 
•by the way of Bohemia : and, their provifions JJIJ^^^f *^" , 
being exhaufted, the extremity of want forced dition, 
them, either to attempt an efcape by-ftratagem, 
or to lay down their arms and furrender themfelves 
to the King of Pruflia. 

An efcape was moft eligible, could it be con- pi^n ^;on- 
trived with any hopes of fuccefs. Apian was^^tcdfor 
propofed for it, and approved of by, Marfhal efcape. 
Brown. The fuccefs depended upon fecreCy and 
pundualky in all parties concerned. Marfhal 
Brown promifed to favour their defign, and to 
cover their flight. He in perfon undertook this 

G 2 difficult 
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A. D* difficulc and importiMit (ervice: and^ wkHi cOn^. 

'^ * fiderable body of borfe, he marched from the 

Brown^ cam|) at Budin, to the neighbourhood of Kon%-» 

efcape. amvoi the day before with 6,000 trr^lars ; 

^ irfUch he pofted in fufcb a manner, as to prevtne 

tight Pruffian battalions, ^canfped on that fide 

the Elbe, at Lemer,^ from being joined hy (he 

i^ruflians, that were pofted at Schaudau. 

M. Brown, on the i tch acquainted the King of 

Pohnd with his arttva^at Litchtendorf near Schau- 

dau ; and defired they would execute thdr par^ 

of the plan prc^)ofed for dieir efcape, by marching 

ThtSax. out t&e next night. Accordingly^ on the 12th 

^*^^^^^^^^ the Saxons fecretly threw a bridge of 

boats over the £]be» near Koni^ein : «nd^ un« 

der fsivour-cf a very dark nigbt» having renioved 

alnooft all their heavy artillery to Konlgftein, they 

ftriick their tems^ aild by feven in the morningi 

the whole Saxon army had paflied the Elbe unmo- 

hxfted and imdiicovered.: and the fog was fo thicks 

that it was eight be^fore their decampment and j 

efcape. was known at SedlUz^ But bad the Au^ 

ilrian General, as he ought to have done, recxm- 

noitred the country, through which he was to 

efcort thesf^ iligkives, he would have found, that 

bis Pnifilalb M^jefty di4 npt rely iblely upon the 

ftrength, tior vigilance of his blockade^ Veldt 

' Marfliai Keith had fecut^d aU the paf&s, and 

' lined the defiles: (a that, aa foonas* «he Sascon 



* Upwards of 16 <i«rm»i mjlei. 
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adhr»ced*^iNMrd iia^ wich jarmch ^diiBci^lty got A.D« 
«b0|it jialf way up a ftcep inoumaHiv <^a<1 <^* pthcr ^^^ 
pare of them were ftuc up !« a narpoNr plain, w^^^'^ 
0rer ^iiift Xonigftein^ they were cbnvioecjd chat 
k vrns ffn^poflible for t^tn to proceed, and to 
fyr<x their way through the pofts eccupied by the 
Prufliaiwt who Jiow furroufided isherw, wiAout 
artillery, and without previfions^ oo every fide • 
andifi4ien it was too late, they were convinced that 
they had becii permitted to inarch into this toii, that 
they might be taken with Icfi haxard and difficulty. 
■ His PolHh Miycfty, who remained behind in 'Th***; 
liis caftie of Kqnigftdn, to wait the iiflHie of dil^ den for 
Wrcat, feeing inJbrmcd of the depioraiile igcug- ^to^* 



n:ion of his troops, wrote the tmipv^ng letter to 

his general the. Veldt Marechal Courit Ratpwfki: 

. — *• It is not without extreme forrow I ,under- 

** ftand the deplorable Tituation^i which a chain pf 

;** misfortunes has refcrved for you, the reft of my 

^*\generals, and my whole army^* buj. we mu^t 

'^ acqUicfce in the . diilpenfations pf prbvi4ence, 

^ and confole puifelves with Ae reAitu^e of our 

'*« fentiments arid intentions. They would force 

« me, itfeems, a^ you give me to imdctftand by 

« Major Oeneral the Baron de t)yherrn,, to fub- 

** mit to conditions Ae Jnore fcvere, in proportion 

••• as the circumltanccjs late hecoaiC more necefll- 

** tous. I cannot hear them mentioned. * I am a 

" free monarch : fuchi will live : fuch I will die : 

. •« and I will botl^ Uve and ^ie with^hojOoiH* The 

" fate of my army 1 leavie wHol^ to! ypur dilcre- 

" tion. liCtyour council of war dcjejixiine whc- 
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A. D. « ther ypu muft furrender prifoners^of war,, fall 

'79^' cc \yy jiie fivord^ or die by famine. May your 

<« refolimons, if pofliblc, be condufled.with hu- 

" manity: whatever they may be, I have tiia 

^< longer any (hare in thetn ; and I declare you 

^' fhall not be anfwerable for aught but one things 

^* namely, not to carry arms againfl: me or my 

*^ allies. I pi:ay God ixiay have you in bis holy 

(^ keeping. Given at Konigifaein, the 14th of 

" C)&obcri756* Augustus Rex.'* 

The army ^y this letter the Saxon general had full and 

refoivc to difcrctionary power to furrender, or to take fuch 

capitulate* . * * 

other meafures, as he and his ofEccri Ihould 
judgsjnoft conducive to the prcfcrv^tion of the 
" ' foldiers; and being informed, that Marflial Brown, 
di^airing of fuccefsfor their relief and i>ot in a 
capacity t*p jj/e force, or to keep his ground, had 
retired towards Bohemia about noon, that fame 
day, and . that a Prulfian detachment was follow^ 
)ng and. harrajfeng him^ the^axon general and 
his cpuncil of war, came to^ ap immediate refolu- 
tibh for A capitulation,: of which the fpUowing is 
a copy In the terms requcftccj by them, and fettled 
by. the King ofPrulTiai where we find the djf- 
agrceable. article, pointed ovftjn the King of Pp. 
land's letter to Qeneral Rutowflci, obligir^g tjie 
'Saxoa foldicry to enter into the Pruffian feryic?, 
to feryc agdnft his Majeljly 's ^ allien . 
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Article I. ; " , * ' '* ' 
nrnlK army attht Kin8|'9f Polahd, Ele£fQr of 
'^ SaxOTy^ aspofte4af tlie'footo 
Ihall fujtefader to the Kin^of PruiHa prifdhers of 
war. Anf. 
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I Anfi If the King foiii givi me that armj^ 'iii A. D- 
medkfs P» make them prifiiners of war. 

11. The* genetals^ the field^ofikers, the perfoas 
employed as cbmmilBiries - and purveyors, ahd ail 
ihe other ofilcers of the army, ihall- keep' their 
t»a^age and efFe£ls,..as well th^fe they have aftu* 
ally with them^ aswhat thpy may. have left in 
<>ther places ; aod. the ffibltltern officers and Col* 
di^rs^ihall.be alldWed to keep their f loathings 
aFn1Sy^and knapfacl^s. ' . > 

. ^ni. jBI tbaUan be,preferved ok: TACovered of tbtir 
baggage Jb^ll ie faiskfulfy reJi^'e/lM f hem. . 
. ' IIJ.. His Pruflian Majefty is chiefly reqvieftcd 
€0 caufe the army %o be fyriufhed Vrith the neceft 
fary provifions and forage *, and; that he wouk} 
.bef^a|ed:to give proper orders for^his purpofe. 

Avi. Gran^d^ and rafber, to-day tbanio^fnorrpw. y 

IV. The gencrab, commandant$, and all per- 
fons ranking as officers, engage themfclves, in 
writing, not to bear arins againft his Majefty the 
King of Pruffia till peace be reftorcd j and they 
ihall be left at liberty to ftay in Saxony, or to re* 
tire whitherfoever they think proper. 

Anfw. ^hofe that, intend to enter into my fervice 
muji from this very moment have lihrty. to do fa. 
. V. The life- guards' and the grenadier-guards 
fliall not be included in the firft article^ and 
his Pruffian Majefty will be pleafcd to appoint 
the place in the EleSbrate of Saxony, or in 
the territories depending thereon, where the 
•faid two corps IhaiU Ibe - diftributedi The " fielc^- 
.parlhal Count Rutowiki, as captain of the gre- 

- ••..•. . - - ~. ^G 4. . V. :. nadier-* 
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A' r>. AA^ief-^ttai^s/ tlie Chevitier de S^ fb jollity 
''^^^ of commandant of ttm life^^gmtfds, «n* iM tht^ 
Afher blf6kvi of ihoftf twii^ torpt^ teitilly en- 
gage, and even in wrrtingVi^ ddired^ net ro^ mtkei ^ 
Odder arty pretttc^wkotevef, nor wicbout tht afM 
pi^obation of the Kif)^ ^ Pru(fi«) any change ill 
tiie <)ttanvrs thac maf be afligned them. - 

Anfw. Ti^re is ft6 exe^fiM IP h wmde\ hcmfi 
U is ht^i9n Siat tbi'Kif^ pf F^kmd did giv$ 9^ 
ders for thid^rt of bis troofs^ wbitb is inlibe fmi 
Idf^dom^ u join the Rujiartij and t9 martb f&r ibis 
purpofe^ hotbt fhmkrs rfSiUfia\ and aman'VuiJI 
h V feet td la if^opis j^ ttfbicb be boUs faft^-to^fit 
ihan fttMh bnid ^^inft bitn a Jicund iim^ Md kte 
ilbHgid Po t^ke tbm prifmrs agaim 
• VI. The gphcral and field officers, and a!I the 
officers^ IhaJl keep their fwords^ but the arms, 
beksi and cartridges, both of the fubaltcrns and 
foldkrs, horfe and dragoons, &c. (hall be carried 
''to the caftle of Kdnigftite, together with the co- 
lours, ftandards, and kettle-drums, 
■* • Anf. Kettk'drumsy ftania¥d}y and cvldurs^ ' may 
he carried to Konigjhin j hut 'noi tbe arm: no more 
^n the cnntion belonging to the regiments^ the war- 
like Jlorts^ and tbe tents. Tbe officers^ no douht^ JbaU 
keep ib^ir Jwtrdi ; and I hope that fucb of tbenii as, 
are of a willing ntindy will make ufe of them in ntf, 
firvice^ ., 

.1 VII. ' The fame thing fhall take place t^ith re* 
gard to the field-artillery and the pro^ifibiv- 
iraggons. 
; Anf. Granted. ' 

VJIL His 
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His P^ulfian MajcflylhiU give tflbr^ A. p. 
^A^m: na dlKeer or feMier IhaM be oWgcd, ^gafeft *^ * ' 
biswiJl, to take on inhis army; and tfaat^aft^. 
)^taitt is teftera},^ thcyihatt dl be-^cnt- badt ta^ 
tbe'Kiftg of Poland ; aftd; oh' the other hahd, fift 
l^lifli Majefty may ri6t refore tiMrnHTion to tht 
general^ and tte «rher oflkefs :6£' Ms army, wh6 . 
Mwtf ^gftge %fi any other fcrvice. 

'AtX.' thh^'nettFirtmbkbis hiai nhuf ihfs. Nh. 
pfmid f^ he f/fteid to ftrve dgah§t Us wilt : ibiff^i 
fuffkient. _ ; - 

^ ^ HC. ' As td'What U td be fomiHied 'to the life-* 
guards and fefeh^cr-goards', tf his l*ruffito Ma; 
jefty.pteifesi* we ttwJl agree about ihc maaffcr xK 
pWccttJing therein^, and fetde; lit the faiM'e tiWi'^ 

urith that Monarch the funds, out df whicH/the* t^ 

-• » . . 

lanes of the generals, officers, ahd 6ther pefS>ns 
littendant on the army, ai-e'to be paid monthly, 
VcfC6rding to 'the eftimates, that fhall be drawo 
tip by major-general Zeutfch, , commiflary at 
war. • \ ■ •• ♦ • 

Anf. // is very reafonabk I Jhomi fdy Ihofe^^ho 
nail ferve \ and this fajment Jbali he nude Mi V^ 
Sjbe jcleareft receipts of the contriiuHoni^ As tihtie 
generals^ tbeyjhall Be treated like men^ who have ho- 

ft 

pmtrMj jerved\^and it is>ill he ve^ea^tofrvoide 
far their fubfifience. ' ks ^ . 

X. His faid Majcfty fhould alio cxfUun bioiTelf 
^about the quarters and fubfifle;icc . to be granted 
tt> the ieveral regiments of cavd[ry and infantrj^ 
as weU as to the engineers i(i^ ^i^^^ry^coipa. ' 

AnC 
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A« O. . AnC / iake. upwme tbt fnaintenmne rftbs amf \ 
^^ snd ii ft>M be paid nmre regularfy tlan hcrttof^e^p^ 
the fame fcotitig asng own troops. 
^ XL The King of Prufli^ will be. & good as . to 
order when and how., (he generals, and the wholf 
mmjy without e3Fceptton» with the baggage/ Qi99 
file off from the poll, in lyhich; thejjare at prefent. « 
Anfw. ^bis fou^ may he fit tied in a quarter of 
an hour. One ^muft cbufe . the mofi commodious road^ 
and she places ntairefi at band for giving tbem fub^ 
fifience. 

. Xn. His Pruffian Majefty wiH be. plcafed to 
allow the neceflary meafures. to be taken for re^ 
^moyin^ and lodging the fick, that are 'incapable 
Qf follQwipg the artnyf and that they tnay bb pro? 
jpcrly attended* . 

%IU. The generals,, the field and fubaltero 

officers, as alfo th^ foldiers, who have hitherto 

))een made prifoners, or have been left behirid^ 

ilial^ be included in the prefent capitulation. ^ \^ 

. Axji. Granted. r ^ ^ 

"DofK at Wt^tihttiy ahbe' . .' 

" ';^ 0/ LUienftcin. ' Signed^ Rutowski. 

■^^ -XIV. [J feparate' article.] I am authorifed tt) 
. oblige the army to lay down their arms j but I 
ha*ire no authority t6 free them -from the oath of 
^Htgiahce they ItaVe* taken, nor to oblige them to 
cffic^^anotber. ;.^Ai -ftr^all therclf;- it^is left to Kis 
Pruffiait 'M5\jc05^% ^difpofeh ^ l^ietttehaht-general 
. , ' 2 ' Winter- 



Wiptet&ld-. Qigde roe hope. tlu&'Monarch would A. IX 
hxffc made no <^ii^ulcy to grant one iquadroa ^^ 
jiioreof the life-guard^, ^is Majefty will be fo 
jlflpf^ as r to re&l ve ;Ux>ut the* fortrefs Qf Konigftein, 
wliere the cprnps^ny of cadets and the grenadier** 
guards are at prcfent with his PoH(h Majefty. 

« 

Done the 1 6tb of Oft. 1756. • 

Signidy RtTTOwski. • 

Anf. Konigftm muji be a neutral pl(ice during ffy 
.sfftafe of iheprefent war. 

. The SaxoBs^: convinced of tfe.e bad policy ofsaxonseit- 
thcbr court, . Jtp dcaw upon ii^icjnfclvcs the vea- the Kb^ 
geancc pf fo ppwcrful a neigl^bour, by their ^^^"*^^ 

^hoUile intrigues witji Rufll^ apd Auftria i the for- 
mer of which ^aS;top far jdii^^a^tto promife (hem 

.^ny fealbnabk help, . and t^: latter ha4 been al^ 
iready defea^ed> in their, mofty^orous* attempt to 
fuccour then^ui^,der their la(e jDlpdiac^ fubcm^tf^, 
wiijhjefs objedion. than expe^cdj to the^j)rQpofal 
of ^nlifting themfelyes under.the Pruifi^n- baiter ; 
and they .were accordingly jepeiiTed into the pay 

. of his Pruflian. M^fcfty •,, ^ook ^he oath of fiddicy 

. CO .the conque;i;or, and werfv 4nf %f)orated amongft 
the- Pruflian .irqops, . 7 \ ■ . .' > 

/ With the; jofs of his military ftwngth his Pb- rh^King 
lilH Majefty alio . loft that iirninef5j-;vi4 >Tef0ltftion* «>^ f^^^"^ 

/•/•«•!• 'f r 1 1 ' *^^ family 

fetfprth in ms let^er^ of ^y/^^ rather than yield- mire from 
Ing to terms unbecoming a fireiS; Monarch. From ^^^^"^ 
(bii hour, it niay be faid, the EleAor of Sa^Ony 

abdicated 

A I 
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A- !>• iibdicatcd his throAt. He atid hisf Queen, with 

'^* ' the roy^ fatttifjr, content wkit the appcanmce «f 

royalty, which the King trf Pnaffia ordered Acy 

ihonld have, fufitred themfdres to be difiniflMli 

uridcr a proper guard, and efooitod to Warftir in 

Saxony Poland : and* Saxony thereby ftll under die -go^- 

thegoran. vcrnment of the Ki;ig Qf IRoufliA. lAft wrtJt 

wtntof the ,ii4jj^.k . as ' it was . the jnoft confiderable for 

K|n? of * 

PniiEa* ftrenthening,the King of Pruffia, could not have 
t>deB ofataihbd Without the utmolt difficulty and 
danger, and obliging the Praflkn- Monarch lb 
«ic fotne futther tBcans to effeA it, than might 

Bybadpo- have been conOftent, either with his ftrength, pr 

•**^' -feumJ policy^ liad his Polt(h Majefty ^toA out,* and 

put his foe upon the neceffity of driving hmi fn/h 

his throne and ost of his elcflorare 4>y mtre fore*. 

Had his army <Mi}y laid down i^ieir arms; IkuI 

^they been di^^erfed, or difband^ by their ^own 

Sovereign's autfiority, it would Have greatly ete- 

^barrafled the King of Prufl3a,^ow»^ compel the* 

'toetrter into a rfordgn ferviee^tunto whom he tiow 

acquired a right by capitulatiian and the lav^s 

«of war : and the eoibarraflment Woidd have bedh 

;gt^atly increaJfed by a tefokite contlnuatii^ of die 

'fele6tor^ adrntni^ation of his owt^ goviertfti^ai^; 

-which the K4figjof P^mflia wouM cftorce have fcMcti 

out of his hands, when the Saxon army had beeta 

^ ' , diibaiided. Sut die rukious c<lnfequences of this 
ri::apkolatioii and abdicatkM are fo apparent inttie 

^ .^ progress of the war, that there is no need of lii^- 

tlyer reflexions ^ and we Ihall difmifi the fbbjeft 
with ^is addition, to what iuis, been already ob- 
•i fci-vcd, 
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&nred» That t^ Frcnck ijAiniftfy endourouied ta A\^«. 
caft the wbok blame of this, iavafion upojt the . '^^: 
alliance newly figned between Great Britain and made^of 
Snifiia^ 4nd fpaijcd no pains to pcrfuade the Ro-K„Jj,*' 
man Cjuholic Princes^ that their alliance wasTopropk- 
fbcmed with a particular intention to deftroy the fj^^ ^J 
Rcsnifk intercft and lel^ipn in Germany. This 
oouatenanced the coovencion, which* was. npvA convoi. 
uu^ with the Emperor, and which regulated tb«^th?E^^ 
. Aiimjber and icrvice of forca to be fent froQ^^* 
FVaoo! iot6 Germany. The Pr offiap minifter V9jt$ 
Ofdeied to qoii Yeriailles immediately ' : and 
die Fntodi King declared hi^ iciblucion to main^ 
uksk the fubltc peace of Eucope i^aiicill alU tNl 
fliQuM atiempc xq break ic; and eQ)ecsaUy to fup^ 
port the pragmadt fandidny the treaty of Weft^ 
phalia, and the Romifh religions 
\ At home, the repe^ed accomits jof the vigo-t Domeftx 
fMfi dSbrts in«k by thcFrehcb, to carry thrk ^"^^^^ 
{MHttt in America, and the notorloiiii ne^cfib at 
toifmanagement of our colonies ; and, at lafl:, the 
account of the lofs of Ofwegp, . and of its depen- 
dences and confequences, being arrived, his moi^ 
^ackms MajeAy, convinced by the labortive en* 
quiries into former miscarriages and^ unaecotsno- 
'•able loflfes, that it was in rain to cndean^our ^nyg^,^ ^ 
longer to mend his adminifttatibn by fuch pallia- '^ aatipn- 
tives, as had been recommended to him, • refol ve^ 
-Upon fattsfy'ing his .people by renabvii^ from hks 
-ic^aticife fome, that had rendawd AemfidvM moft 

' f And the French xntniftex withdrew privately from Berlin. 

obnoXi* 
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^v^* obnoxious to the tiStibn, and calling'up to hb fer- 
vice and cabinet cftherSjTecomtnended by the ixn^ 
nimous voice of hisf fubjcfts. • 

The difcontcnt of the nation ' cannot be* better 
cxpreffcd than in the addreflcs to the King; and 

. in the inftruftions to the reprefentatives in par- 

liament, dujring their recefs '. It was yaftly ih^ 
creafed by o\ir additional calamities : and appeared 
more and more in tjfic .uncommon difficulty, with 
which a fubfcription, opened at the exchequer *for 
the fom of 500,000 1. was aftpr tnany days filted ; 
occafioned by the little profpeft of having matters 
inended in the hands of thofc, who had donic fo 
little with the immenfe fums raifed for thefervki 
of the current year i the only fervice. done the-na- 
tion having been performed by our privateers^ 
which were fitted out with furprizing fpirit, not 
only by merchants, but by parifhes. and private 
clubs or focietiesy who feemed to vie with each other 
in the means to diftrefs * the enemy; and > thus 

; turned 

% Amongft other tokens of this diTcotitcnt with the miniftc- 

iHal meafares, we may rank the refufal of quarters, in winter, 

to the Heilian forces, at the breaking up off their camp ; there 

b^ing no law t)ien tq oblige us to qo^rter.fcH'eign troops. 

. r. See tkefe addre&s and tnibafli^s .pn p. 41$^ See. of 

^ vol. I. 

• One remarkable inftance of the bravery of our priva- 
.teers has been already given in the affair of the Antigallicair; 
another happened, and about the fame time, between the 
JTerrible and Vei^eaace, of which the foUawing is the ac* 
count wrote by John Withy, third lieutenant of the Terrible. 

" On Thurfday, December the z^i, we faw a fail at day- 
light in the morning, we being then in th^ lat. of 47® 10' 
- • • • long. 
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'turned the war, carried on at the public cxpence^ A. D. 

with fo little fuccefs, to the advantage of indi* ^ * 

viduals. 

His 

* ■ 

Ipng. ii« 2o'. weftvfrom the Lizard. We immediateljii gave 
chafip tO; her, and (he made all tke fail.ihe^ ^ould from- aej 
and about twelye at noon we came within gnn-fhot of her« 
We Hred a gun to bring her to, which /he returned with her 
fiem-chafe, and hoifted French colours. She continued £ring 
at us» and we at her, 'till almoft two o'clock, before we 
could get up clofe along fide of her, when, we firing a broad* 
iide. Into her, Ihe ftruck, and we found her to be a (hip from 
St. Domingo bound for Nantz, laden with fugar, coffee and 
indigo. ' We loft in this engagement our' fourth lieutenant 
and three men. We put on board her our firH lieutenant 
and fifteen men, and were convoying her for Plymouth : but 
on Monday, December 27, in lat. 48" 30'. Jong. 6« 30'. from 
the Lizard, at day- light in the morning, we faw two fail 
bearing fouth by eail from us, diflance four leagues : we 
bbferved the largeft fhip to bring the fmall one to, and fpeak 
to her, and in about an hour after we faw the large (hip bear- 
ing down for usj the wind being then at fouth-eaft. We then 
hawled up our main-fail, and laid our mizen*top fail aback^ 
our prize being too far a-ftern for her. to come up with as^<» 
We then cleared (hip, and got every thing ready for en* 
gaging » we likewife mufiered all hands, and found we had 
no more than one hundred and fixteen, officers, men, and 
boys, that were able to (land to their quarters, the reft being 
either dead, or fick below with a diftemper called the fpotted 
fever, that raged among the (hip's company. The enemy 
bore down upon us with Englifh colours flying, *till within 
piftol(hot of us : then (he hawled up her courfes, handed 
her top- gallant fails, and hoifted French colours. We had 
our people at their quarters on the ftarboard-fide ; but our 
prize being a heavy laden (hip, (he coujid not keep in a line 
with as, but fell to leeward; which the enemy obferving, 
took the opportunity to run between her and us, and" fired 

her larboard broad-fide into our prize, which (he retiirned. 

* • ■ — ' « The 
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A* O. His Majcftyr in tJxe firft pbcc* tp conviace bi& ^ 
*'f ' Jritiflvfubjcdb, that he wovld rely on their cquyagj 

an4 

n* enemy then ranged on our larboard qnarter^ and fired 
Ber ftarboard broadiide into nt, which almoft raked ds forq 
and afty and killed and wonnde4 a great many of onr men. 
Whh the way that ihe had ranged ctofe np sdong fide of us, 
our yard arms were bat jail dear of one another : and as iboa' 
as we got all oar gons to bear apon her, we fired a whole 
broadfide into her, oar guns being all loaded with round and 
grape- ihot, which made a veiy great fiaaghter among them. 
We both fell clofe along-fide of one another, and Jay (6 lor 
fhe fpace of five or fix minutes, her fore chains a-breaft of 
ours ; but fhe was afraid to board us, and we had not me^ 
enougli to board her. As (bon as we had (heered clear of 
one another, we exchanged our broadfides, which^ pi'0¥e4 
very fatal to us both, for there were a great many killed ani 
" wounded on both fides. But what did us moft damage 14 
killing our men, was their (mail arm men in their tops : they 
had fixteen men in the majn and fore-tops, and eight in the 
mizen-top, who were conftantly killiag our men, and we had 
"not men to fend into our tops. We loft every ^an we had 
on the quarter-deck, cither killed outright or elfe mifend)iy 
\vounded, except the captain and two men more s and the 
captain they (hot throtig'h the body after he had itruclc. They 
likewife killed and wounded all that were in fight on the 
main-deck, bat me, and eight or nine men more ; and I had 
a very narrow efcapc, for a ;hulket-ball grazed my right 
^heek, and gave me a flight wound ; befides which, I was 
blown up with a powder flaflc. So that in this fliort, but 
bloody engagement, we had upwards of fifty tnen killed out- 
xight, and about forty wounded, and never an officer on 
board the ihip, but myfelf, but wliat was killed outright, oar 
dying of their wounds. The French ufed us very ill, flripping 
us of every thing, ajid fome of our people they left almoft 
naked. They turned our firft Kcutenaut, dnd all our people; 
down in a clofe confined plac6 forward, the firft night thi^t 
we came on board, where twcnty-feven of them were (ii&tfi. 

before 
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fcttfl iealfof the^dtfencc of his perfon and realm, A.D. 
Ordered his Ekftof al troops to embark for Ger- ^^ 
tejiny ; and admhted the expediency of a national rian troops 
tfnd wcil-regiriated militia, in cafe of danger froiii ^""* *^^y- 
*^ invafion : and then proceeded, as far, as he in prii- Change in 
dence thought advifeable, at prefcnt, to make fuch try begun". 
oiteratbns in his mtniftr y^ as might pleafe his people. 
He began with A new c6mmifli0n for executing 
IBic office of treafurer of his Majefty's exchequer ; 
by which the Duke of Newcaftle, the firft Lord of 
the tiPeafury j was obliged to make way for his 
Grace William, Duke of Devonfliire \ and thfe 
Right Hon, Henrys Bilfon Legge was made chftn- 
teller of the exchequer, inftcad of Sir George 

Little- 



* « 



before, moraing ; and f^veral wtfre liawled out for dead, bvtl 
the air brought them to life agaii\ } and a great many of them 
died of their wounds oh board the Terrible, for want of care 
b'eing taketi df them, which was out of bur doAor's power to 
^y the enemy having taken his inftruments and medicines 
frpm. hin?. . Several that war© wounded they heaved overe 
board alive^ Theirft and third captains, of the Frenchman 
were killed in the engagement, with their captain of marines 
and fixty men outright, and feveaty wounded, feyeral of 
whom died of their wounds, while we were on board. The 
frigate is called the Vengeance, belonging, to St. Malo; 
mounted 34 guns nine and twelve pounders, and 350 men 
when we engaged. .^ '" 

** P. S. By an account I have had from our lieutenant of 
marines that was in St. Malo's hofpital, the French ail died 
of their wounds before he came to Dinant." 

« Nov. 16. The King appointed his Grace William, Duke 
of Devonfhire, the Right Hon. Henry BHfon Legge, Robert 
Nugent, £fq; the Hon. William Ponfonby, commonly called 
I^^ puncannon, and the Hon. James Grenville, to be 

Vol. II, H commif- 

13 
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A.D. Littleton, Bart. By another x:ompiflk)n for the 
'^^ ' marine department, the place of the Lprd Anfoin, 
firft Lord of the admiralty, was filled by the Right 
Hon. Richard, Earl Temple " : The R^ght Hon^ 
George Grenville was made treafurer of the 
Navy. 
Parliament On the fccond day of December his Majpfty, 
"*****• thus intentioned, and, in part» difcntang)[ed frqna 
a miniftry, to whofe rnHmanagement the prefea; 
anxieties, difquietudes and misfortunes were ge? 
His Ma- nerally afcribed, met his parlianient, and, by a 
fpccch. gracious fpecch from the throne, in a great meat 
fure obviated all applications, which the rcprcr 
fentatives of the people had been inftrufted to 
make by their conftitucnts. 

His Majefty told his parliament. That he had 
called them together in a conjunfture, which 
highly required their deliberation, advice and 
afliftance : and that he trufted, under the guid: 
:ince of Divine Providence, that union and Hrm- 
nefs in his afFe<5tionate people, would carry him, 
with honour, through all difficulties, and finally 

commiiTioners for executing the office of treafiircr of his Ma- 
jcfty's exchequer, in the room of the Duke of Newckftlc, 
Sir George Littleton, Bart. Piercy Wyndham Obrien, and 
Henry Furnefe, Efqrs, 

■ The King appointed ' the Right Hon. Richard, Earl 
Temple, the Hon. Edward Bofcawen, Temple Weft, and 
John Pitt, Efqrs. George Hay, doftor of laws, Thomas 
Orby Hunter, and Gilbert Elliot, Efqrs. to be conimiffioncl-s 
for executing the office of Lord High Admiral of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and of the dominions thereunto bc^ 
longing. 

vindi- 
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iirfdic^e' the dignity of his crow n^ and its un- A. D. 
dtjbltable rights, againft the antient enemy of '^^ ' 
thde 'kingdoms. Heaffured them that the fuc- 
cbYir'atid prefert^ation of America could nor but 
conftitdte a main' objeft of his attention and foli- 
citude : and that the growing dangers, to which 
our colonics might ft^nd cxpofed, from our late 
loffes "^ in thofc parrs, demanded refolutions of 
vigour and diipatch. He added. That an ade- 
quate and firm defence at home, had poflefled the 
chief plads in his thoughts, and that in this view 
he had nothing fo much at heart, as that no 
ground of ditfatisfadtioh might remain in his 
'people. Therefore he recommended to the care 
and diligence of his parliament, the framing a 
national militia, planned and regulated, with equal 
regard to the juft rights of his crown and people, 
as what in time might become one good refource 
to that end, in cafe of general danger* He ob- 
ferved. That the unnatural union of councils 
abroad * ; and the calamities, which in confc- 
qUenc'e of this unhappy conjundion, might, by 
the irruptions of foreign armies into the Empire, 
fhake its conftitution, overturn its fyftem and 
threaten oppreffion to the proteftant intereft there 5 
and that fuch events muft fenlibly affeft the minds 
of this nation, and had already fixed the eyes of 
Europe on this new and dangerous crifis. H^ 
then informed them. That he had ordered his 

^ Of Ofwego, fee page 476, &c. vol. I. 
/ Ia the allianc^ between Aoftria and Fjrance. 

Ha Eleftoral 
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A. D* EleAoral troops home to his German dominions' t 
^^^^ and declared. That he would with pleafure rely 
on the fpirit and zeal of his Britilh fubjeAs fof 
the defence of his perfon ^nd realm. He recomr 
mended more vigorous efforts in the profecution 
of the war, though attended with large expence, 
to a lefs effeftual, and therefore kfs frugal plan of 
war. Thus faid he, " I have placed before you 
the dangers and neceffitics of the public : it will 
be your caie to lay the burdens you may judge 
unavoidable, in fuch a manner^ as will kaft di^ 
ftrefe and exhauft my people.'^ And concluded 
with thefe remarkable words, " Unprofperous 
*^ events of war in the Mediterranean, have drawn 
" from my fubjedls fignal proofs ^, how dear- 
*' ]y they tender my honour and that of my 
" crown ; and they cannot, on my part, fail to 
*' meet with juft returns of unwearied care and 
unceafing endeavours, for the glory, profpcrity 
and happinefs of my people/' 
This fpeech, (though it manifeftly Ihewed the 
Tj. afcendency of fome of the old leaven about the 

throne, by foliciting a parliamentary approbation of 
fuch meafures, as his Majefty hereafter fliould 
acquaint them would be neceffary, to fupport his -* 
cledoral dominions, and our allies in Germany, 
againft the cffefts of that unnatural u.nion of 
councils at Vienna and Verfailles, and againfl the 
irruption of French, Ruffian, or any other foreign 
armies into the Empire, to fhake its conftitution, 

f In their addireires above rocited. ^cc p, 418, Jl^c. Vol. I. 

to 
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to overturn its fyftem, and to opprefs theprotc- A; D.. 
ftant intereft) gave more public fatisfadtion than '^^ ' 
heretoibra ; bccaufe therein were promifed feveral 
gi;cat and national advantages ; and his M^efly 
feenicd willing to throw himfelf entirely into the 
arms of his Britifh fubjeds* 

The Houfe of Commons addreffed his Majefty Commons 
on this fpeech, with more unanimity, and, indeed ^^^*^^** 
with more freedom of exprcffion, than h^d been 
known for fome years. After tendering their 
thanks for his gracious fpeech, they exprefled 
how far they were excited by duty, and. warmed 
with gratitude, to acknowledge from their 
hearts the paternal care and royal condefcenlion 
of his Majefty, in pointing -out from the throne, 
fuch a plan of force for our defence, as beft tended 
to the fatisfadlion of the people, and in particular 
a well modelled national militia', as one proper 
fecurity for his Majefty's perfon and realm. They 
profeffed, that in their prefcnt arduous circum* 
ftances^ they next after Divine Providence, re- 
lied on his Majefty*s wifdom and magnanimity j 
and put him in mind of the Britifh' efforts, in 
times paft, under Princes, whofe firft glory was to 
found thCs ftrength of their government in the 
contentment and harmony of their fubjeds. They 
promifed, that being thtfs united and thus ani- 
mated, their Houle would chearfully fupport his 
Majefty through all difficulties, and vindicate, to ' 

the utmoft, the dignity of his crown and its un- 
dubitable rights, againft the ancient enemy of 
thefc kingdoms : and they trufted that his Ma- 

H 3 jefty. 
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A.D. jefty, thus ftrcngthcncd at home, would find him- 
''^^ * felf rever'd abroad, and in a condition to fuppbrt 
that weight and confidcration in Europe, which 
belong to a King of Great Britain •, notwithftand- 
irig the unnatural and unhappy union of councils, 
which had formed, on the continent, • fo new and 
dangerous a crifis. They declared their concern 
at the fad events of war in the Meditei'ranean and 
• in America : and aflured his Majcfty, that they 
would take thofe afFefting matters into their mbft 
ferious confideration, not imputing blame to any 
unheard: and that they would, with all confi- 
dence, alacrity and difpatch, fecond his Majefl:y*s 
royal caire for the fpeedy fuccour and prefervation 
of America, under the growing dangers, to which 
thofe invaluable poflcflEions flood expofedi 
tord« ad- The Houfe of Peers addrefled his Majefty in 
drefs. much the fame profeffions, declarations, promifes 
and aflbrances -, but by the addition of thanks for 
his Majefty'scondefcenfion'to fend away his elec- 
toral troops, there arofe a warm oppofition, to 
that claufe only, by the Lords, who had oppofed 
the bringing thole forces into'England. 
Mr. Pitt This Unanimity between the King and parlia- 
madefe- ment was followed by another token of his Ma- 

cretary of • ■ * / 

ft*tc. jelly's regard for his people. On the fourth of 
Decenriber, tTie third day of the fefljon of parlia- 
ment, the feals were given to the Right Hon. 
William Pitt, Efq; who; the delight of the na- 
tion, fucceeded to the office of fecretary of ftate, 
in the place of Mr. Fox. 

» • 

On 
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. 0».tbia occafioja, ewry ;adyocatc for their coun* A. D. 
^ tjy .looked with plea(ure towards the throne : every ^^ * 
friend Qfjiberty e^cvltcd with joy, to fee thehap-ontWs * 
pj^ .d^y» . when, th^X ^hQPght JVIajofty had difco-^P***^***^*^* 
vered. the (;lQY9n fpot s, was ?on)e,,to a refolution 
; to emancipate himfelf frpni thofc^ho had broi^ght, 
upon hinri difhonouf;, ^fqvjietud^; .^nd,misfprtancs ; 
: and had beeQ;gwfip$i^y pte^cfi tQjjgpify his royal 
. jntentjkjin tp. rcly>wBQP <h<;,i^libfpratio.n, advice and 
. ^ffiftance, npt ojt ft. FajP "^ ?Q.«» l?iit of a parliament 
infpired by a peppje. With unanimity apd firmnefs, 
who had never faijed to carry tjicir Princes through 
all difficulties with hqiiouf, when Majefty had re- 
lied on their afliftapce, and not forfeited their « 
confidence by niifapplication of their money, or 
in purfuit of meafures, which tbreatned their li- . 
berty, and debafed their credit/ A people dcfcend- 
cd from that race of men, which in all ages had 
diftinguiflbed themfelves for their loyalty and cou- . 
rage: who once won the French crpwn in the 
field of battle, and brought their King to grace 
the triumph of our Prince : who more than once, 
in our own memory, reduced them to fue for 
peace -, and who vindicated the dignity of the 
Britilh crown and its indubitable rights, againl^ 
the ancient and natural enenny of this realm, when 
France was in a much better capacity for invading 
and conquering our territories, 
. How confpicuous was the diiquletude, which 
corroded the royal mind, at the gloomy profpeft 
of his American colonies ? .when he difcovered 
the little jeg^rd paid to their .fecurity, andtheilU 

H 4 concerted 
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^'^^' concerted means of Carrying thofc faint efforts 
into ejrecucion ; v^hich the clamours of the people,' 
and the ncceflity of keeping up appearances had 
obliged his. late minifters to make. What could he 
do more than declare his own intention, and point 
out the danger and means of defence ? 

How manifeft does it appear in this fpcech, that 
Majefty had been laid under a reftraint ; and that 
his wifdom, in providing an adequate and firm 
defence for this kingdom, had not been permitted 
to exert itfelf ; when he takes the firft opportunity 
to recommend to his parliament, the forming a 
national militia ; notwithftanding the unwearied 
labour, and the many bafe infinuations, with 
which the faftiori, that lately furrounded the throne, 
endeavoured to difJuade him from trufting hisr 
perfon and kingdom to the courage and fidelity of 
his Britifh fubjeds. 

On former occafions this militia fcheme hacf 
been treated in the great aflembly of the nation, 
not with that regard, as its utility and importance 
delerved. We now fliall itbort fififd that this coun- 
tenance, given to it by his facred Majefty, dif- 
peiled that cloud of mifrtprefentations, in whicK 
k had feveral tiitifes mifcartied : and brought forth 
that natural ftrength of our con^ftitution, which, 
by beccwning one of the greateft fecurieies to this 
kingdom, diftinguifiied the reign of George 11^ 
and this parnamenr for their wifdom and good* 
ncfs,. 

It was never known that a Britifh monarch, who 
endeavoured to gain the confidenos of his peopk, 

... was 
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was deceived in hU expeftations of being revertd A* ]>4 
atfaome^ and enabled to fupporc chat weight and ^^^ / 
coflfideration in Europe, which belong to a King 
of a powerful, free and independent nation : but 
it is the little regard fome Princes have to their 
promifes, which gains themfelves (o little regard ; 
fearch the annals of all ftates, and it wiU be 
found. That it is generally from thofe, with whom 
they have contemptuoufly broken their faith, that 
Princes have met with the greateft oppofition 
and mifchief. 

How different was our fituation at this junc- Remark* 
ture ?^ The people were difatisfied with the con- King^s 
du(5t of the miniftry : his Majefty in a great mea- co^dua. 
fure removed that caufe of complaint. They im- 
plored juftice on the caufe of their misfortunes 
and loBks : his Majefty promifed % ** That he 
•* would not fail to do juftice upon any perlbn 
•^ found wanting in their duty :" They petitioned 
for a national militia, and the fpeedy exportation 
of foreign forces out of this kingdom : his Ma- 
jefty has recommended the former to his parlia- 
ment ; and given orders for the return of his 
eledkoral troops to his German dominions \ being 
convinced that the ftability of his throne, and 
the ftrength of his fceptre, > depend upon the fpirit 
and zeal of his Brltilh fubjefts. 

The new minifter^s elevation gave {o general a Coimtiy 
fatisfaftioa, that confiding in his abilities and in- ^^^/^^^^^^^^ 
tegrity, the Country gentlemen, in parliament, new mim*- 

' liament. 

» Set hii Majefty*5 aafwfir to Ar.city -of Londen's acldrefs. 

who 
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A. D. wlio had been a. watch and remora to the pcoceed- 
''•^ * ings of the court under formicr adminiftrarian^, 
united heartily with the Right Hon. William 
Pitt, Efq; in every meafure to ftrengthenthc 
^hands of goverDixieat, £y this means every ipp* 
:tioQ, he made in parliament, was carried without 
Conduft oppofuion. la the mean time> the minifter, did 
miniftcr ^^^^^'^y thing poffible to confirpi the opinion ccp- 
ccived of him. . tfe applied diligently both tq pre- 
vent any att^pts upon this ifland, and to annpy 
^tbe enemy, and to find them employment enough 
Hisattcn- to defend their own coa(b: Scotland had always 
tion toprc. ij^ii their chief expe£Ution to create trouble with- 
rebellions:; in ourfehres. This had been frequently, done by 
rpiriting up and afllfting jthe clans, whoie chiefs 
: were profcribed for their coiincdions with the 
exiled famrly .of Stuart, and whole cpnnq<9^pns 
continued, rather through necefiity, and wantr of 
.. the means of reconciliation with their lawful Soye- 
reign, than any real afFcdion for the Pretender, 
as. had pccafionally been proved by the fidelity of 
fome of them, that ferved under EngliQi com- 
miffign^ in the lall w^. It was therefore pro- 
,pof€d to^bi^,Nfc}f%^.,to,^d^ and tq invite^ by 
r. proper enqoiwaggments, tbf fufpefted part of .the 
Advan- Scotch HyaMpder$^ iflto his pay* By this adoption 
i;;|'^i54^?M?jcfty rjsoy^Marefpeaable body of fubjeas, 
ftom. . who for many years had withdrawn, thefnfelves 
: ., frpni hisprf^aioDj^ and had been ready, upon all 
occafions, to join with, or to favour the defigns 
of Prance upon England. By this expedietit the 
feeds of rebellion were improved into the fervice 

* of 



• THE LAT^ WAR. 12 J 

of otir cduntry t indthofc very K^hlandcrs, that A. D. 
tifed to be a terror on former occafions, and re- '^^ * 
quired an army to b6 always kept in readincfs, to 
prevent their rifing, in favour of a foreign pk>Wer, 
and had often difeated our beft concerted meafores 
agaihft France, by their invafion of England ; wefe 
now converted into regular and national forces, arid 
approved themfelves to be both brave and faithful, 
in every fervice of Great Britain, wherever they 
were commanded. Thus Fr^nc^ had nothing to Deftroyt 
hope for in Scotlafid, by way tf divcrfion to our iJl^ft^n** 
vigorous meafures. Where there could be foond Scotland* 
no men to favour a defcent, it was impradicablo 
for an enemy to invade us through the defolate ^ 
highlands of North* Britain : ^and thus England 
was delivered from an extraordinary exponcc of a 
northern army, and enabled to employ thofe troops, 
whofc. fervice the Highlanders (that were a^i*e- 
times our terror) fupplicd in diftaht climes; ia 
the execution of fuch plans, as we {hall fii^d ruined 
6UT enemies, and could not have been performed 
without fuch an additional force. As by diis 
means a door was opened for repentance ;- fo they 
who had been forced to live in exile, 'were now 
engaged, by the flrongefl ties: of gratitude and 
intoreft, to fiipport the prcferit fomily . 

Having carried this important point for pre-r jj.^^- 
fcrwig the peace and tranquility of the north ; fav^u"'^* 
the minifler joined heartily in the eftabliflimerit of mcnt of a 

militia. 
• By a moderate cotnputatioti there have been raifed inthis 
cotmtry 20,000 men for the land fervice: and by the imprefs 
bills, not lefs than 10,000 able bodied feamen. 

a 

i 
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A. D. a regular and well-diftiplined militia, and in fe^^ 
*7^'- vcral other bills, which pafled into laws during 
this ieffioA of parliament, for the internal defence 
of the nation, the more efiedual annoyance of 
our enemies, and for retrieving Mr credit in £u- 
A change rope, and our misfortunes in America. Our fears 
furcT*" of an invafion were immediately diffipated : our 
fleets were no longer kept to guard our ports : ex^ 
pcditions were preparing to infult the enemy's 
coails ; and, inftead of confuming the vail fums 
of money, which had been thrown away, in mock 
campaigns, at Cobham, Bydeet and other parts 
of this ifland, laf): fummer, and in the importa* 
tion of foreign troops -, due attention was paid to 
the motions of France on the Continent, and to 
the danger of our allies and intereft in Germany i 
{b far as might be done without prejudice to the 
American war, which was kept always as the 
chief point in view by the minifter ; all other mca- 
fares being made fubfervient to that great and im-» 
portant objcdt. 
Mcffagc to H^5 Majefty mindful of his royal word, that 
thepariia- jufticc (hoitld be done upon any perfon found 
Admiral Wanting in their duty, a mcffage was Tent to the 
^"^' . Commons concerning the imprifonment of Adm. 
Byng, and. the procejsdings againft him ; who 
otherwife, perhaps, might have endeavoured to 
avail himfelf of his privilege^ as a member of 
parliament. In confcquencc of which, the Houfe 
being fatisfied with the proceedings of the court, 

the 
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the admiral was brbugfct to his trial ahd fof* A. TK 

fornix *"*• 

The pariiamcnt entrcd immediately wpon mea- Men for 
fores to ftrengthen the hands of government, and ^ 
The land forced were augmented from 35,000 to^^^*^'*^^' 
49,749 efFeftive men, mduding 4008 invalids. 
The feameii were fettleSd at 55,000 men, includ- 
ing 11,419 marines; With fulHcient provifion^ 
for.their maintenance. His M'ajefty was alfo en<- 
abled to perform his agreement with, and to pro- 
vide, for his Hefiian and Hanoverian forces^* 
Befides which, they granted ample fums for garri- 

fohsf 

« 

* Sec p. 442 to 458, Vol. I. 

« Vi:?. 2,860,000 1. for the fea fervice, granted on. l>eccni- . 
ber 16: and 1,213,746!. 3 s. icd* for (he land fervicci 
granted 23 December 1756. 

^ For the H E S S I A N Troopa. 
Dec. 2 3, For 6544 foot with the general and jT. J. d* 
ftafF-officers and train of artillery, from 
Dec. 25, 1756, toFeb. 24bothinclufive 23*335 17 n 
Feb. 24. For 6544 foot, &c. from Feb. 25, to 

April 26 — -- — 22,959 lo 2 

April 25. For 6544 foot, ^c. from April 27, j, 

to May 27, 31 days . 11,667. i^ 11 

May 10. For the German pay for 6,6co foot, 

&t:. from May 28 to Dec. 24 -— .-^ 46^597 9 p 

——For the German pay for 1,400 horfe, &c. 
from April 27 to December 24 — «5,075 q p 

-For the German pay for 3,300 foot, &c. 
fh)m* April 22 to December 24 — 27*273 14 o 
-For the German pay for 700 horfe, &c. 

from Auguft 23 to December 24 6, 1 19 9 6 

—For the remount and levy money for 700 
horfe and 3,300 foot ■— • — 37^296 17 6 

•For 
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A- D. foos : for the ordnances for ievyiug nfew regi- 
*^^ * *n)cnts: for forming and maintaining an-ariiiy of 
obfervation in Germany; and fulfilling his Majc- 
fty's engagements with the King of Pruffia ? for the 
fupport of t.he Britifh forts on the coaft of Africaj: 
for the relief of Squtfr C^olina and Virginia ; the 
liipport of Nova Scotia and Georgia :/for enaWing 
the Eaft India company to keep a military force in 
their fettlemcnts ^ : and for .feveral other ufes and 

contin- 

For making good his Majcfty's engage- £• s, di 

mcnt with the Landgrave of Heffe Caftle 60,766 10 
—For defraying the charge of an advanced 

fubfidy to ditto — — 26,607 5 6 

-—For the remaining moiety of the remount 

money for 1400 horfe ■■! . I3>475 o ^ 

For H A N O V E R I A N Troops. 
Dec. 23. For 8,605 ^^^^* with the general and 

ftftflf-officers, and train of artillery, from 

Dec. 25, 1756^ to Feb, 25, 1757 ~ 33^025 16 
Feb. ^24. For 5^726 foot, &c. from Feb* 25, 

1757, to March 26 , -7— r — ■ -- 9,494 3 9 
March 29. For defraying the expences of the 

inarch of the Hajiover troops, in pay of 

Great Britain, botlt. at their xoming here, . 

and their return back to Germany 3 1,959 < 3 6. 

• Jan. 17, 1757. ,For the ordinary of the navy, 

including half-pay to fca officers -^.— 223,939 7 7 
March 7. Towards the buildings, re-buildings, 

and repairs of hi» Majefty's navy — 2QO,qoo o o 
March 29. Towards paying off the debt of 

the navy r * _ ^ aoo^ooo o o 

Dec* 23, 1756. For forces and garrifans in the 
^ plantations and Gibraltar, and for provi- * 
' fions for the garrifons in Nova Scotia, New- 

foundland, Gibraltar, and Providence 423,963 16 10 

•For 



^ 
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coDtingeacies : wbicb . fupplies, in the ivhole^^ A, D. 
amouated to 8^390,325 1. 9& 3cL ibrthe payment ^^^ 

r Supplies 
* ^* granted* 

} * 4 

—For tlic pay of the general anS ftajF-offi- £. s. d. 
cc¥s, and officers of the hofpital — -^ 47>o6o 15 1 6 
JaE. hy* Forthechai«ge^'Of tha office of ord^ 

aaptee forknd'ffinrkp^fol 1^7 "**'^ *fiW557 1 10 

Jan.;zQ. Fordefnyi^if tiieexceeding$of4itto 
in 1756, not provided for ^ 228^196 4 7 

Feb. to/ For defraying the charge of two 

Highland battalions of foot ■ 46,022 ^ 

March/. For defraying the chvge of four re- 
giments of foot on die Iriib dUbliiluneni, 
ferving in North America and. the £aft la- 
dies, and augmenting O FarreVs regiment 
of foot ^ — — — 48*926 2 6 

- For the reduced officers of the land forces 

and marines — — — 35,000 o o 

Mar. 10. For defraying the remainder of the 
exceedings of the office of ordnance for 
laildfcrviiie for 1756 ? — - 47,869 2 4 

April 4. For defraying the extra expences of 

the land forces in 1756 ' — ^ — ^ MI.570 19 7 

Feb. 10^ For defraying the charges of the 
civil eftabliihment of Georgia, and other 
incident4 expences, from June 24, 1756, 
to June 24, 1757. — -i — . 3>5S7 10 o 

fcb^ lu For affifting his Majefty in forming 
and maintaining an army for th^ defence of 
his EleiSoral dominions and thofe of his 
allies, and to enable his Majeffly to fulfill 
his engagements with the King of Pr affik " 200,000 o o 

•^— For fuppofting Nova Scotia for 1757, 
« upon account ' ' ■ ■■ ' ■■• ' 28,789 5 i, 

i<*— «» For defraying the expences incurred by 

fupporting that fettlement in 1 7f 5 — 151381 40 

May 19. For defraying the extraordinary ex- 
pences of the war in 1 7 57 .^— . 1,000,000 o a 

•For 
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of* which film there were funds eftabliflied ib the 
aimounc of 8^689,051!^ f js.„7d. whkfe was aa 

overplus of 338,726!. los. 4d. to prevent any 
(deficiency: thatmightliappen in the guinea lottery^ 
jhis year, firij attempted \ or \n any other branjch 
of the ways and Bfieafts* .-i . / 

r All the neceffary bufinefs was difpatchcd with 
equal zeal and expedition. The Heffian tro6][)S 
Raving been defied winter quarters by the publir 
pans, whoi cogld noj: be compelled to-reoeive them 
by law ; and they having fdffercd extremply bf 
the feverity of the winter-, one of thfc firft cares -of 
the parliament was to prepare a bill tomake pro- 
vifion for. quartering fpreign ibrces, which paft 
without oppG£$ion, and w^ figned by commiflloa 

on the 17th of December 1756. By this -aft 

- «.- 

thefe foreign troops were, in every relpefti to be 

* * * * . 

treated^ as the native troo£s of this kingdom, till 

tlieir return ^' -.■ 

» • « 1. 

Bills paired v Twi> biUs wcrc at- th€ fame time brought into 
^''''^)l^^' the Houfe of Commons^, the; one for regulating 



nne 
vice. 



/. 



d. 



For the relirf.of^ hii M«j«rty*fr fubjefts in £, 



c North and South Garolink and Virginia, in 
recompence ftr fefvices, on account -^ 

-——To the E'lfcft IfNlia company, tb enable 
them to keep ft military force ill their feltk- 
ments in the Had Indies, in lieu of a batta- 

o lion of hUMajefty^s troops withdrawn front 
thence i" ■ — - 



20,CO(^ 9- 9 



io>oo(> o- ty 



iFor fnpporting^ the Britiih forts, &c. on 

• » * 

the coaft of Africa — ~ — — 

^ f "'A pardon was granted to deferters in. the land fervice, on 
condition, they ihould return before the laft day of January 
S'75'^, by proclamation, (fated December'3 1, 1757. 

"' " ^ . , 2 the 
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the marine forces whHe a-ihore ; which differed A. D. 
ifroni the mutiny aSt only in giving the Lords of '^^ * 
the Admiralty power to grant commiffions for 
holding general courts ma^ftial, and to do every 
thing, and in the fame manner, as his Majefty is 
empowered to do by the ufual mutiny bill. tTie 
Other was for the mote fpeedy and effeftoai recruit- 
ing his Maj^fty's land forces and marines, whereby 
juftices of the peace, commiffioners of land tax, 

* « 

magiftrates of corporations and boroughs were in- 
Vefted wkh a power to meet, under certain direc- 
tions from the war office, in their rcfpcftive divi- 
fions ; and at their meetings to enl^ volunteers 
for the land fcrvlce, on or before the ift of May 
with a bounty of three pounds to be ^ald by the 
receiver general or coUedlor of the land talc \ and 
on Condition of being difcharged at the end of 
three years, if the war fhould then be ended, 
otherwife* at the end of the 'war : and to imprefs 
into the faid fervice, all aUc bodied idle arid dif*- 
ordcrly pcrfons, who did notexetcffe and induftri* 
oufly follow feme lawful occupation, or had not 
fubfiftence fufficient to maintain themfelves : for 
whom they were aMb empowered to fearch, &c. ^ 
And it .ordained that all men thus apprehended, 
adjudged within the dcfcriptionof the aft, and ap- 
proved by the military officer in attendance, ftiould 
be delivered to that officer, who fhould pay 20 sr. 
for each unmarried' man, and 40 s. for a man with 
a wife or family, to be applied to the ufe of the 

% See the daufe on p. 218. Vol. I. 

«4 
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A. D. part& ; provided there was no informer^ who was 
''^^ * intitlcd to los. of the money. The aft further 
ordained. That they (hould not imprefs any man 
troubled with a rupture or any other bodily in- 
firmity ; nor a refuted papift, nor one under the 
lize of five feet four inches tall, nor under the 
age of 1 7, nor above the age of 4$^ nor any one 
qualified to vote for a member of parliament : 
and that no man thus impreflfed fhould be intided 
to his difcharge till he had ferved five years, or 
till the end of the war. It was further provided. 
That no private foldier enliftcd under this a£t, 
might during tl>e time he fhould remain in Great 
Britain, be difcharged without the confent of the 
colonel or field officer commanding the regiment } 
or, if a marine, without the confent of the ad- 
^ miralty ; the ofiicer difcharging him in any other 
manner, to be cafhiered. 
Remarks Thefc z&s paft without oppofition ; though at 
aa$^*^^* a time when there might not have been the like 
neceffity for a powerful augmentation of our 
forces, nor an equal opinion of the minifter's love 
For pref. for his country, the power given, at large, to the 
^"S- fcvcral denominations of men, in this commiflion, 
without diftinftion, or regard to their abilities and 
private charafters, to imprefs their fellow fubjedls, 
would have met with a flrenuous and reafonable 
oppofition ; as it put the liberty of the fubjed, 
fome times, and in fome places, in the power of 
a worthlefs, ovcr-bearing and felf-interefted nu- 
giflrate. 

The 
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The bill dor regulating the militia, was men* A. D. 
tioned ib early in this feOion of parliament^ as on ^^^ ' 
the 4th day of December, by Colonel Georoej maitia! 
(now General) TowicSind, eldcft fon of die Lord 
Vifcount Towniend, whole patriotic fpirtt oouid 
never fhine with greater luftre than in his unwecU 
ried and didnterefted endeavours, to plan^ and to 
carry this conftitutional ad through the Houfe, 
under the aufpices and aid of the King's recom- 
mendation, againii that natural averfion to militia 
forces, which (till fubfifted amongft fbme^men in 
power, and pf great influence in both houfes* of 
parliament ; .and whofe military abilities and con- 
du£k will give us frequent occafion to mention him 
'with honour to his country. But the many diffi* 
cujties, which the gentlemen charged with its 
formation had to encounter, and the competitions 
of interefts 'they had to reconciley drove its firft 
readlng.ofF.tlU (he 26th of January: and, after 
mature deliberation, and feveral alterations to fa- 
tisfy the moit cinic oppofition, this bill fo well 
confidered, and recommended from the throne it* 
felf, underwent diverfe material amendments, be* 
fore it was fit for the royal aflent. The mod diC- 
agreeable alteration was the reduftion of the num- 
.ber of men jo one half** propofed by the Hpufe 
of Commons. This^ occaiionedv fome warm de- 
bates in ^he loMrer houfe : btit after feveral con- 
ferences, the patriotic members having been de- 
prived of the afliftance of Mr. Pitt, who had bcc4 



^ Viz. to 32,340 men, for Sogknd.and Walet* 

I 2 forced 
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A. D» ^ccd to refign the feals, gave way^ rather than 
^^^ ' furniih the oppoficion with a plaufib^Ie pretence to 
^ throw the bill out. Tp which reilriAjons and aU 
terations iRre may impute thoie imperfedions, that^ 
b many particular^ have crapipt the due cxccu- 
tion of the miUtta a& \ which paft the loyal afient 
0n the 28 th of June^ 

A 

^jfft atrUgment of the aSfor better ordering the militia forces in 
' thefeikral comities of that fart of Great Britain called En^*- 
iand, pafid z9 3^ 17SJL. 

• \KTHertna a well <ord^ed and well-dtrdpluied militia Si 
cffcAtiaUy nccelTary to the fafetjr, peace* |uid profperitf 
of this I^Agdoaiv 

Beit enadied. That from the .^ of May 1757, thelietXr 
' tenants of counties (hall arm'^ and arra)^ proper perfohs s ^nci 

the lieutenants fhall appoint thdr deputy lieutenants, and 
give comifiifiioas to lieutenant oolonels» majors/and other ofi* 
$^8, whofe names ihaU witl^iiv 9, mPV^K M cqtiSed tp ^ 
king. 

The lieutenant of every coupty (hall have the chief com- 
mand of the militia of that county. 

la each county fliall be appointed twenty or more deputy 
lieutenanttv if ib many can be found qualified, e^ch of whom 
ihall pa^efs 400 pounds t^ yeaf, in freehold^ cppyhold, car 
ftomary eftate for life, or an eftate. for fome long term of yearsu 
determinable upon lives, or (ball be heir apparent of a pof- 
feffion of Sool. a year. A lieutenant colonel, or major, ihall 
be pofibfled of 300 a year, or heir apparent to 600. A cap^ 
tain ftall po&fs 200 a year, or be heir to 400, or to be the 
fon 9f one who poiTefles, or at his death did poflefs 6po a year* 
A lieuten^t ihall poiTefs 100 a year, or be the foQ of one whp 
pofleiles or at his death did poi&fs 200. An eniign ihall pof* 
itb 50 pounds, or be the Ion of one who poffefles or at the 
dme of his death did poiTefs loo. One moiety of the eitate 
in all thifil cafes, lying' wi&ia'thfr county. 
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A bill of fuch confequencfc to the liberty of the A. D. 
fubjeft agaiftft the pradKees of a rflihifterkl power^ ^^^^^* 

and 

In counties w&ere twenty deputy lieutenants with prbpef 
gualiiications cannot be found, it ihall be fuffident to appoint 
fe many as can be found. 

A right to the immediate reverfion of an eSate leafed out 
for lives oh a referved rent, producing to the leflbe the clear 
yearly rent of 300 pounds, (hall be confidered as equivalent 
to an eftate of 100 pounds a year,* and fo in proportion. 
, An enfign or lieutenant may be promoted to be a captain 1 
and a captain or major may be promoted to be a lieutenant- 
colonel, on extraordinary occations, on account of* merit* 
. I'hc King may difplacc any deputy-lieutenant or officer* * 
ahd the lieutenants (hall appoint others in their ftead. 

Every deputy or officer fhall give in his qualification to the 
clerk of the peace, and take the oaths to the govemmenti 
within fix months after he fhall begiil ;to a£l, on penalty of 
20dL oh deputy lieutenants, and all above the degree of cap* 
laid ; and 100 1. on captains and t&ofe under. 

I^eers are exempted from ferviiig by themfelves or fubfti- 
tutes ; but they and heirs apparent of peers, may be appoint- 
ed deputy lieutenants, or eommiffion officers, and their quali* ' 
fications need lnot'to be left with the clerk of the peace ; but 
oh taking the oaths, &c. they may adl without being otherwifc 
qualified. ^ 

A commiffion in the milida ihall n6t vacate a feat in parlia- 
ment. 

^t the end of every four years a number of officers fhall be 
difcharged equal to the number of thofe, who, duly qualiiied» 
(hall follicit for admiffion. 

To each regiment and adjutant fhall be appointed, who hat 
ferved in the regular forces, in which he ihall flill retain his 
rank; and to every coihpany of tl^e militia, Ihall be appointed 
two or more ferjeants (in the proportion of one feijeant to 
twenty private n^en) out. of the regular forces, who fhall be 
iatitled to the hoi^ital of Chelfea. And ferjeants' appointed 

I 3 . from 
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and carried with fo much refolution, may be1<»k- 
cd upon With furprizc. But when we confider the 

popularity 

from that hof|ntal {halt be rc-aimitted on producing certificates 
pf good behaviour. 
No perfons felling liquors by retdl (hall be capable of bring 

a ferjeant of the militia. , 
The number of private men fcrving in the militia fliall be | 

fpr. 

Bedfordlhirc 4^0 

Berkfhirc 5^^ 

Bucks S^ 

Cambridgfhire 480 

Chefter and Cheiler county j6o 

Cornwall 640 

Cumberland 320 

Pcrbyfhire S^o . 

Devonftiire and %pi^ city i iSop 



Dprfetfhire and Poole 540 

Durham 4^ 

^ex 960 
Gloucefterfliirc, Glpucef- 

tcr dtyjj and Briftol 960 

Hereford 4^° 

Hertford 5^0 

Huntingdon Z^o 

Kftpt and Canterbury city 960 

Lancalhire 
Leice(ter(hire 

liijcpln county 4nd city 

Tower Hamlets 
ftliddlpfex^ reft of 
Monmouth jhire 
y^orfolk and Nprwich 
Northamptonftiire 
Northumberland, New- 
caftlc o» Tjri^e 5^nd Ber* 



800 

56P 

1200 

1 160 

1600 

240 

960 

640 



Nottingham county and 

town 4^0 

Oxford (hire 560 

Katlandfhirp )20 

Salpp " 640 

Spmerfetlhire 840 

Southampton county 

and town ^ 960 

^tafFor4(hire and Litch- 
field 560 
Suffolk 960 
§urry ^ 806 
SuiTc?^ 800 
Warwick county and 

Coventry 64P 

Wefbnoreland 240 

Worcefter county and 

city 560 

Wilts ^ 800 

York city and Weft 

Riding 1 240 

York >Iorth Riding 720 
—Baft Riding and Hull 400 
Anglefea 
Brecknock 
Cardigan 
Caermarthen 
' ^d town 

Cgrnarvpa 



80 
160 

120 

county 

80 

Denbigh 
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jfepularity of the objcd, and the imme4iatc cxi- A. D. 
gfcndcs of the ftate at this critical conjun^ure, it '^' * 

appears 

Denbigh 280 Montgomery 240 

Flintihire ' 120 Pembrokefhire and 

GlamoVganfhire 360 . Haverford-W 160 

Merlonethlhire So Zadnorihire 120 

There (hall be no more than one captain^ one lieutenant^ 
and one enfign^ to 80 private mtn. 

Where the proportion of men diredled by thi$ afi to be 
raifed in any county (hall be judged by the lieutenant to be too ' 
Targe, the privy-coundl, on application, may regulate it. 

The lieutenant of each county with two deputy lieutenants, 
or three or more deputy lieutenants in the abfence of the lieu- 
tenant, (hall meet on the 12th of July 1757, and on the firfl 
thurfday in June, in every fubfequent year, and require the 
head conftables to deliver in a lift of all the men between tha 
age of 18 and 50, in their feveral diftridb, except peers, 
officers of the ihilitia, officers of the regular forces or garri- 
fons, members of either nniverfity, clergymen, teachers of 
feparate meetings, peace and parifh pfiicers, articled clerks, 
and apprentices, and feamen, noting in the lift the men la- 
bouring under any bodily infirmity. 

^very deputy conftable, or other petty officer, fhall tranfmit 
to the head conftable the lift of his divifion, having firft affixed 
it to the door of the church or chapel for one Sunday. 

On the day appointed for receiving thefe lifts, the lieute* 
^ants and deputy lieutenants fhall fettle the number to be taken 
Irorn each hundred, or divifion of the county. They fha]| 
^en fi^bdivide themfelves, and three or more deputies, or two 
deputies with one juftice of the peace ; or one deputy witl^ 
. two juftices, fhall meet within a month in tvtry fubdivifion 
IP hea^ the complamt pf thofe, that think themfelves entitled 
to exemption ; and upon any juft caufe fiiall corredi the lifts. 
They fhall then fettle the number to be raifed in each parifh, 
Upd chafe the individuals by Ipt s and within three weeks aft^r- 

I 4 wardi 
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■A- ^* app^W; .tliat f€«r wasjthc prevailing irwivc,- which, 
*^^ * 4?^?^?4 ^hc gi^eatelib ftickkrs and thcmcrfl fii£Uout* 

opponents 

wards, the perfon fo chofea fiiall appear before them; eadt o£ 
whom fhall take the oaths, and enter into the militia for three 
years, or bring one to ferve as his fubftitute, or . forfeit loL 
and be liable at the end of three years to ferve ag^n. 

Three deputies, or two deputies and a juilice, or one deputy 
and two juftices, fhall meet in their feveral fubdiviiions occa- 
fionally at other times, and annually on the Tuefiday before 
Michaelmas ; and if any perfon 35 years old fhall ihew j^ft 
caufe for l>is difcharge, it 0iall be granted, and another cbofen 
by lot in his room ; and the vacation by death ihall be filled^ 
up in the fame manner. ' 

A militi^ man removing to another parifby (hall ferve the 
xemainder of his time in the new parifh. 

New lills of men qualified for fervice fhall be made everjt, 
year. 

A new body fhall be chofen every third year, (b that all 
perfbns duly qualified may ferve in their turns^ ejich for three 
years* 

A lifl of the perfons ferving in each parifh fhall be tranfmit- 
ted to the lieutenant. 

An oiHcer neglecting tateturn his lift, or making a falfe and 
partial liA, ihall be committed for a . month to the common 
goal, or be fined not more than five pounds, or Tefs thad 40 s. 

Every private man ferving for himfetf fhall be exempted 
^om flatute work, from ferying peace or parifh offices, or in ' 
the reguliar forces. 

, He that has ferved three years fhall not ferve ^ain until by 
notation it comes to his turn. 

Married men having perfonally ferved in the militia, if cdK 
cd out in cafe of invafion or rebellion, fhall be entided to tlM 
ihme privil^sges of fitting up trades in any place of Great BH^ 
fain orrreland, as by aft zz Gea. II. is granted to itiarmers elf 
feidiers* 
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opponents of the new niiiufkcrs, from treating the ^* ^ 
niEtia bill mth the fame ill^uCige, as on former 

j occa^ 

A ^qiiaker refttfifig to (erve fhaU hire another in his ftead; 
and if he negle£ts» a fam Ihall be levied upon him by difirefs, 
fufHcient to hire anbther man. ' 

Within one mont^ after the return of the litti. At Keute^ 
nant and two depatiek or without the lieutenant three depn« 
CieSy fhaU form the nuHtia of each county into regiments, 
confifting of not more th^ twelve, nor lefs than feven com- 
panies of forty men each ; "appointing the commiffiooed and 
non-commiffioned officers to eaoi company. 

They (hall be exercifed thus : On the firft Monday in the 
months of March, April, May, June, July, Anguft, Sep- 
tember, and Odlober, they ihall be exercifed in half companies $ 
and on the third Monday in the faid month in companies. 

And once every year, on the Tuefday, Wednefilay, Thurf- 
day and Friday of Whitfun-week, they fliall be^ exercifed ik 
whde negiments. 

' No man ihall be exercifed in half company or company 
more dian fix miles from his own houfe. 
^^ Notice of the time and place of meeting ihall be fent by 
the lieutenant and two deputies^ or, without the lieutenant, 
by^ three deputies, to the high conibbles, and by them to the « 
petty conftables, who (halt fix them upon the door of their re- 
fpNcftive churches. 

The lieutenant (haH appoint at ^eafure a regimental derk, 
a feijcant-major out of the feijeants^ and a drum-major oift 
of the drummers. 

' If it (hottid be thought inccjnvenient, on account of fairs or 
markets, to exercife the mtilitta on the day fet by this aft 
order -may be made by three deputies, or two deputies and 
bne jdlice, or one deputy and three jnftiees, for exercifing 
ttktm on any other day, Sonday excepted. 
* In counties where the miEtia do not amount to feven com- 
panies, and therefinre cannot make a regiment, they (hall be 
Ibrmed into a battalion^ onder the Ueutenant and one field- 

oficer. 
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A' D. occaGons, and obliged them to permit a few pa- 
^^^ ' triots to carry a,point,fo contrary to their natural 

inclina- 

officer, oiie adjutant who {hall be a fubaftern in the zrmy^ a 
ferjeant-major, a drum -major, and a clerk fhall be appointed 
them» ami they, (hall be exerdfed as a complete regiment. , 

Where a whole company or a half company cannot b<j 
brought together, they may be cxercifed in fmaller numbers, 
as the lieutenant or deputy fhall diredl. 
. ' One commiflioned officer fhall attend the exercifc of the 

Jialf company, and mfpefl their arms and accoutrements. 

The arms and cloaths of the militia fhall be carefully kept 
by the captain of each company in chefls, provided by the 
parifh where they are depofited. The muflcets fhall be marked 
with an M and the natne of the. county. 

The King's lieutenants, or the colonels^ may feize, or re** 
move whither they fhall think proper, the arms, cloaths, and 
accoutrements, when neceffary to the public peace. 

Any perfpn inltrufled wi;h the cuflody of any anns or 
cloaths, delivering them out, unlefs for exercife, or by com? 
. inand of.lus fuperior officer, or by the order of any juftice of 
the peace, under his hand and feal» m^^yf by two juflices, be 
committed to the county goal, for fi^c months, 
. ,N9pay, arms, or cloathing» fhall be ifTued, nor any adju- 
tant or ferjeant be appointed, till four-fifths of the men fhall 

have been choCen. and the officers have taken out their com* 

,* ' •■ ■ . • ' 

siiffions. 

The officer, who fuperintends the exercife, fhall call over thf 
}s&, and certify to a juftice the names of thofe, who are ab- 
lent firom exercife. The juflice ihall examine the.excufe of- 
fered, and if it be. infufficiei^t, fhall punifh the defaulter for 
the firfl offence by fining him 2s. or fetting.him in the Aocks 
. for an hour; for the fecond he fhall Ef^e hini 4s* or 'fend 
him to the houfe of corre£lioii for four days ^ for every of* 
fence afterwards he fhall fine him 6 s. and if it be not paid, 
iead him to the houfe of correftioo for any time not eaceed- 
iflg i month. 

If 



»7i*' 



THE L AT E W A R. 139 

inclination Befides, they were beaten upon their ^^^ 
own principles : they had no ai^ument or- device 

. . left, 

' If any nan fhall be convided upon oath, before a juftice, 
of being drunk at the time of exerdfe^ he (hall forfeit los, 
or fit an hour in the ftocks. 

He that fliall be convi6led on oath, before a jufllcey of in- 
fblence or difobedience to his officer, (hall, for his firft oirence» 
be fined 29. 6 d. and in default of payment be fent to the 
houfe of corre£tion for four days ; for the fecond 5 s. or com- 
mitted for feven days ; and for every offence aftervvrards be 
fined 40 s. and committed to the houfe of correfUon for anr 
time not more than a months nor lefs than fourteen days. 

If any man (hall felj, pawn, or lofe his arms or accoutre- 
ments, he (hail be fined a fom not exceeding three pounds, or 
in default of payment be committed to the houfe of correction 
for one month ; and if he cannot then raife the fum re^uired^ 
for three months. 

He that fhall negle£l to return his arms in good order after 
extrcife, the fame or the next day,- (hall be fined 2s. 6d. or 
be fent to the houfe of corre6lion for feven days : If he neg« 
left to return them by Monday after Whitfunwebk, he fhsdl 
forfeit 5 s. or be Cent to the houfe of corredion for fourteen 
days. And the perfon entrufted by the captain with the care 
of the arms and cloaths, who fhall omit to complain of fuch 
negleCl, ihaU forfeit 20 s. 

The foldier or non-commiffioned officer, that fliall be ab- 
fent from his annual exercife, Ihall forfeit los. a day, or bt 
committed to the houfe of correction for a month. 

If any non-commifiioned officer (hall be conviCled, upon 
oath, of being negligent in his duty, or difobedient or info- 
lent to the adjutant, or other fuperior officer, he (hall be fined 
by a juffice a fnm not exceeding 30 s. or, in default of pay« 
ment be committed to the houfe of correQion for fourteen^ 
days, and. miy be diftharged by the lieutenant. 

Whoever ffiall unlawfully buy or receive any arms, or ac- 
fputrements belon^ng to the militia, (ball incur the penalty 

of 
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>fc B. Jeff, (except they bad pUUed off the malk and 
^^« av«led theoifelvea foIeJy upon a: fufpiciqn or 

jealoufy 

of five pounds/ and in diefault of paymmt be imprifoiiid for^ 
three months^ or pttbli(:kly whipped^ at th^ difcretion of tli« 
juHice. 

No man (ball l^e cenfured for abfcnce occafioned hf attend* 

« 

Uig an eledioD. 

. The militia are to be fubjed in military affairs to thtir oir4 
officers^ and in' civil to the civil magiftraee. 

All pari0i officers are re(|^ired to affift the lieateiiants and 
juftices. . 

In c4fo of a£Uial Invaiton, or upon imminent danger thercr 
T>f, and in jcafe of rebellion, the .King firft.notifyiag the, 0<^ca^. 
fion to parliament, if then fitting, or ip their rccefe to th« 
privy-council, and to the people by proclamation, may direft 
the lieutenants^ or any three deputy ^lieutenants^ to draw o^ 
their regiments, who fhall march, by his Majefty*s order, tp 
any part of the kingdom,, under the comniand of fuch gene- 
rals, as be fhall appoint, receiving, duHng the fervice, the 
fame pa]^ with the regular regiments of foot, and tbe^fficem 
holding the. fame rank with the regular officers of the fame 
denominatioiu The militia, during the time of fervice ihall 
be liable to the law martial .then fubfiftingi and any man 
wounded (hall be entitled to the hofpital of Chelfea. A milir 
tia-man not appearing, or refu(ing to march on fuch occafioii, 
ihall forfeit 40!. or be committed to the county«goal for 
twelve mQnths.^ 

In cafe of adual inva(ion« or upon imminent danger there- 
of, and in cafe of rebellion, if the parliament be not (itting^ 
i)or its adjournment or prorogation to expire in fourteen days, 
the Xing may fummon i^ to meet on any day, upon giving 
fourteen day^ notice ; and they (hall meet accordingly for the 
jdifpatch of bu(iiiers. 

The militia and regular troops (hall be tried by courts- mar^ 
tial, each by their own officers. 

The militia during their annual exercife (hall: he billeted as 
regal af trobps. 

la 
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jtdlonCy of the people's difcontent at their mtf-* ^. bL 
condu^,} to reafpn away the ut'ilityand expedi-* '^^^^ 

ency 

- Ill cafe of i^yafipn or risb^lKoii, ^jifticfis, upon oi^er froia^ 
t)ie King, or^iny chief commifiipn officer of the militia, ihaU 
ifllie warrants to the chief conftables of hundreds to provide 
carriages for the aims, cloathsv aecotttrements, powder, '8eci 
yvhkb carriages fliall be paid in ready money bytheofioer dd* 
^uindMg thfli^^ ^f(er the foHovtriftg rates: A w^lggpii frith &v^ 
l^rfes» pr ^ yf^ with iBx oxen, or with four ox^. and two 
horfes, 19. each mile i a cart with four horfespd. a mile; 
knd fo in proportion. Perfons having fuch Qamages are re- 
quired to fbmifh tbem for one day^s journey otdy. * Any chie^ 
tonftaUe- negle^ng^ his diityiR the pfemiTes, (hfill forfeit a -. 

^mi n^t ^9^;^44i9ig 40s. nor' j«6ithan 20s* t<i ^'laried bjr 

^iftrefs. ' ; , » ^ . . . 

The militia ihall not, on apy dccafion, be compelled to go 
Out of this kingdom. 

In all cities^ or towns, which ^re counties ^\^v^ ^tv^ 
felves, and have been accuftomed tq raife their pwn miliciap 
the lieutenant or chief magiftrate ihall appoint five deputy 
lieutenants; who fhall exercife the fame power 49 the othv. 
deputies. Of thefe (mailer ^unties the deputies, colonels, 
lieutenant colonels, and majors, ihall poiTefs lands to the var 
Ipeof 3qq1. ^ye^i ot aperfonal eftate of 5000!. captains 
15PI. or tw9 thoufand five hundred pounds'perfonal eiUte^ 
lieutenants and enfigns, 50 1. a year, or 750I. perfonal eftate^ 
One half of the real eftates of the officers of CQunty towns 
muil be in fuch city or town, or within the county at large^ 
to whi<ih fuch city or town is united for the purpofes of this 
a£l. The penalty for ading, if not qi^aUfiied, is, for a d^jt 
j^(y-lieHt^nant or field officer, iqoI. for all under» 50 1. 

AU fin^ and forfeitures ihall be paid to the reg^ental derk^ 
and made a common ftock in each fubdivifion ; of which a^ 
account ihall be given to threa^puties, or two deputies and 
one ju(lic^, or one deputy and two juiUces, who ihall -apply 
i( to the creftion of buu^ and tl^e provifion of gunpowdcur^ t^ 

be 
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A. D. cncy of this miKtary and conftitutidnal eftablifli-^ 

'^^ • mcnt. They could hot alledgc, as heretofore^ 

Tha^ there was any danger or appearance of in* 

ternal commotion, and infurreftions in favour 

6f an exiled family; So that they were con- 

ftrained to give their afcent to a meafure, which 

they had always dreaded^ as the moft eSedbual bar 

tominifterial tyranny. Whereas the new mrnifters^ 

by thus arming the people for the internal defence 

6f the nation, difcovered their int<;ntion to excr 

iute fome diftant fervice with the national troops, 

that required a powerful military force abroad. 

How the The oppofition to this conftitutional : bill was 

militia aa not confincd to either -houfc of parliament/ Every 

was ob' ^ ^ 

ibiiacd in art was made ufc of by thofe, who fet their faqes 

its execu- v 

tion. 

be ufed in ihooting at marks ; and the remainder ihall be di- 

Sributed in prizes to the bed markfrnen, or einplo/ed in any 

t)ther way for the ufe of the militia. 

Perfohs committed to the houfe of correction upon this aft 
'fiiall be kept to hard labour. 

* Proof of qualification, - in all fuits^ ihall lie on the de- 
fendant. 

' No order made/ by virtue of this aCt, by a lieutenant, de* 
puty, or juflice, fliall be removed by certiorari i nor execution 
be iuperfeded thereby. 

^ Where a parifii extends in two counties, its militia (hall 
ferve in that county wher^ the church ftands. 
' Thofe, who are trained and muilered in the docks, Ihall not 
'^e obliged to ferve in the liiilitia. 

All former a^s relating to the militia are repealed by thit 
aft, except in cafes, which are herein direfied to be fubjed to 
former afts. 

The other claufes in thii a'ft (which is to remain in force ^tt 
year^ contain provifions refpefting the privileges of parti- 
cular plac«8. 

— ' " asainft 
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againft it in parliament, to prevent its being car* A. D. 
ried into execution. Many lieutenants of counr '^^ ' 
ties would not arm and array proper perfons ; and 
others found' means to evade the law, and to ex* 
cufe themfelyes. Men of property were deteriied . 
from accepting commillions ; and fuch a diflike 
to this new feryice was every ^yhere propagated, 
amongft the lower and middling clafs of peopJQ^ 
that in counties, whofe lieutenants were well dif- 
pofed and well officered, it was with the utmoft 
difficulty to raife the common men by ballot ; 
and fcarce any where could it be performed, fqi; 
fome time, without difcontcnt and riot ; efpeci* 
ially amongft the farmers and landholders, who, 
of all men, (hould be leaft fufpefted of joining 
in any oppofition to a meafure, fo ncceflary for the 
fafety of their eftatc5, from foreign invafions and 
l^omeftic infurredions. The matters were frightned 
with an opinion, that the militia would rob then\ 
of their fervants : and the labouring men were; 
jerrified with the fuggeftion, that they would be 
mifufed, and fent to fight the battles of fome fo- ''] 
reign prince or ftate ; or tranfported like felons 
to the plantations in America. Prejudices wer^ . 
£hus formed in their minds, which could hardlf 
be removed with the moft ferious and laboured 
reprefentations of the expediency of the aft, and 
of the infidious difcourfe of thofe, that fet the^j jj^^ 
agaiilft fo falutary a law, Amongft which there woved. 
appeared a letter, in the name of a deputy-lieu- ' 
tenant of a county, addrefled to his tenants and 
neighbours) and recommended to the oerufal of 
' •• - all ' 
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A. D. aH the people of Englafid/in order to obviate and 
*^^ * remove fuch ruinous mifreprefentations, and fet- 
ing forth the importance of the a£t, and. the ne* 
ceflicy of its being duly executed. 
Import- " I will tell you, faid he, plainly what I think 
^ccffity1)f** ncceffary to be told you at this time, when 
thermihtia. « every miftake may be of moft pernicious con- 
•* fequence to us all. When I firft . heard of the 
difcontents and riots pf fomt of the poorer 
people, . which are fo greatly to their dilgrace . 
and difad vantage -, I could fcarce believe it was 
poflible, that they could liave arifen from the 
^* execution ctf the late aft for a militia ; a thing 
** lb moderate in the duty, and fo defired by the 
♦♦ voice of the nation.— You may expeft a full 
•« explanation of the benefit you are likely to re- 
•** ceive from it : and to do you juftice, neigh- 
** bours, I do not know any fct of men, more 
•* likely to yield to reafon, when it is honeftly 
•* laid before them, than the farmers of England. 
•* —But before I lay any thing of the abfoluti 
** neceffity of fome law of this kind, I mull fet 
^^ you right as to (otnc notions, that I find are 
•• induftrioufly fpread amonglt you by the ene- 
^* mies of our country, as though the milida-men 
** were to be carried out of the kingdom, and 
** forced to ferve abroad. But this is a wicked 
«* falfliood : for you may fee^ by the oft itfelf, that 
^^ unlefs there be an a6tual invafion^ you are not 
*' to march even out of your own counties*, but 
•* that you are never to be fent out of the king- 
•* dom, *pon any pretence whatlbever. Our re- 

3 ** gular 
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J^ gular armies are to fight your battles abroad: A.D. 
" you are only to defend yoorrelves^ your wives ^^^^* 
♦* and children, which, no doubt, every man Is 
,« always ready to do, at home. This is the prd- 
f? mife, vtpon die unftxakcn fakh of parliament, 
/' which cannot be broken.— Befides, you are 
,** not fobjed to the command, as men that fight 
A' for their pay-— you receive no nioney at eri- 
f' gaging : you engage only by the common duty 
*f of all Englifhmcn : and you are hot to be of- 
.« fidsrcd as others -, but to be commanded bf the 
*': gentlemen of your own county, who, if what 
" you are wickedly told were the cafe, wouM 
** • think it as hard to be decoyed out of the king- 
«^ dom, or to be laid under any unreafonable dif- 
♦*,ficuKics, asyoupoffiblycan," 

" I Ihall proceed to lay before you the reafon 
" why you are to be anned at this time, and to 
" be cxerciftfd with particukr care : It is, becaule 
** your King and country ftand in need of ah 
" army of defence, to relieve you from the ex- 
" pence and danger of maintaining^^ too numer- 
" ous foldiery : it is to put arms into the hands 
" of a free people, who have, by various 
« praaices of ftate, been deprived of the means 
" to defend thcmfelves, upon any emergency, 
" ever fince the reftoration : it- is to convince you 
" of his Majcfty's confidence, in your fidelity, 
*« and in his opinion of your innate courage and 
** bravery: and, in particular, it is becaufe dan- 
•^ ger, at thi« prcfent time, hovers over your 

Vot. II, :' K • ' « heads 
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A. D. V heads from the power and malice of your eoii^ 
^75^' c« federate enemies, much more to be dreaded 
" than any, which have ever yet threatned us. — 
" The French, who, for a hundred years paft^ 
*' never ceafed a moment to contrive our ruin, 
^' are, after many defeats, coming forward again, 
<^ and now aiming at us fuch a blow, as would^ 
^^ if it took pl^ce, lay us. at once on the ground. 
^' They are aiming to cut off our colonies at a 
.** ftroke: Cofonies peopled by our brethren, 
^* Englifhmen, and our own flefli .and blood, 
^^ and therefore infinitely dear to us : colo- 
" nies, the main fupport of our trade, by which 
^^ the market for our corn, and all the produce 
<« of our lands is kept up. Of which the French 
" King is fo fenfibk, that he thinks, if he could 
*• deprive us of thefe valuable pofieffions, he 
** might reduce us to beggary and flavery." 

" Our Sovereign, the beft and braveft of 
<< Kings, has refolvec^fro defend thefe colonies 
«f with the utmoft vigour, as he will every thing 
-" elfe that belongs to us : the French- King, on 
" the other hand; meetings with a vigorous re- 
" fiftance in our colonies, does not confine his 
'* fchemcs to that /part of the world, but ever 
• ' feeks to enter into the heart of our own country ; 
•* to dcftroy every thing with fire and fword, and 
•' to bring on us every fort of mifery, that a 
" powerful and enraged enemy can contrive or 
** execute. *Tis to prevent all thefe evils, that the 
>^ law in queftion is provided: So that had it ten 

" times 
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** times the hardfliips, that are complained of, A. D. 
whereas it contains no hardfhip at all in reality, '^* 
It oiight to be joyfulljr and thankfully accepted. 
^ For, fhall we' rcfufe arming ourfclves, when 
not only our honour, oiir profperity, and our 
fafety, but bur liberty and our very being de- 
" pend on our cxferting ourfelves, our natural 
•* and conftitutional ftrength manfully.** 
• *' This is not all : every one may not be aware 
*• of our condition, and' of the power of that 
enemy we Kave to contend with. The French 
King*s country contains many millions of peo- 
p\c more than we have: and he is abfolute 
** maftcr of the lives of all thofe people, and of 
every thing they have: when he pl^fcs he 
drains the laft penny -frdm their purics ; ' and 
*' takes the laft man from their villages and 
*' faftofies.' A power, that makes him.dangeN 
** ous enough at all times : But an affair has hap- 
** pcned, which* makes ^im miuch more dangerous 
*^ than ever.*' 

*^ The Queen of Hungary, whom, in the laft 
war, we favcd from being entirely dcftroyed 

by the French, equally unmindful of jufticc 
and gratitude, has now joined all her forces 

" with thofe very French, 'for the fake of oppref- 
fing the King of PruSia, inflead of joining us 
againft the common enemyi The Queen ofHun- 
gary is miftrefs of Flanders^ which has al wayjs been 

** looked upon as a country Qf great confequence to 
us, becaufe. it covers the fiates ^f Holland, and 
lies diredly oppofite to our coaft. Now fhe 
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A. D. «« h^s delivered this barrier mto the hands of the 
*75 • «« French, to pay them for the affiftancc they. 
*.« give her in her unjuft dcfigns. From whicl^ 
^' three mifchiefs happen to us ; firft, they havA 
^' thofe towns, that look dire&ly into the mouth 
*> of the Thames, by which they may do our 
•' trade igreat prejudice. Secondly^ the French 
^^ take us in on another fide, and have fo many 
•* more .ports from whence they 4:an invade us : 
5^ and thirdly, as they now lie next to the Dutchi 
** by having Flanders given up to them, they 
^' overawe them in fuch a manner, that they dare 
^* not come to oqr affiftance. So that now our 
^' whole dependance muft be only upon God and 
♦* our own courage.*' 

^' I know that great reliance is juftly had. on 
«* the defence we may juftly exped from our 
>* navy, and . from the regular army, we have in 
«* pay. But this army is only a handful in com- 
i^* pariibn to theirs : and what is our Qeet or our 
•' army to cover a coaft of 15 or 1600 miles, 
*' the cirtumference of the ifland of Great Britain, 
*' If then the French could efcape our fleet, and 
." enter our country in a hoftile manner, what, in 
" fuch a cafe, would you do ? Think, fpeak and 
*^ ad like Engliihmen 1 Is there a man amongft 
*' you, who would le^ve the defence of his wife, 
*' his children, his king, his country,' and his re- 
** ligion to any mercenary foldiers in the world? 
*' I am perfuaded, you would yourielves go into 
*^ the field. Had we an hundred thoufand men 
^< in arms, you would dill be afraid that, in fuch 

" an 
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** an intcrcfling conjunflture, they were not half A. D. 
** fufficicnt. Such is the fpirit, which is, I am ^^^ ' 
*^ confident, ftill in my countrymen : and a noblb 
** fpirit it is ! But let not our fpirit hurry us away 
** from the confideration of thofe things, without 
*' which no fpirit can be fcrviceable. You arc 
called upon to fight, when all that can be deaV 
to you as Engliihmen, as men, as proteftants, 
is at ftake 1 You are going to fight for all this, 
without knowing what you are to do againft 
men, whofe trade it is to fight, and who have 
been perpetually exercifed in the ufe of arms.'* 
" I know very well, that no men are naturally 
** more brave than you are : But in man bravery 
** is not enough : ftrength is not enough : there 
*♦ muft be (kill j there muft be prafHce ; or the 
•* greatcft ftrength and courage fignify very little^ / 
•* Suppofe the ftouteft, braveft man in the coun- 
*• ty, who in his whole life had never handled a 
«• cudgel : what figure, pray, could he make againft 
♦* a little flight fellow, that by long praftice was a 
good cudgel-player ? undoubtedly you will 
fay, a very poor figure. Juft fo is the very 
ftrongeft braveft man in the world to one, who 
is trained up to be a foldier. And every man 
** muft be, and ought to rejoice in being a fol- , 
*• dier, when the real danger of his country calls 
^^ upon him ; and he ought to fpare no pains to 
" compafsit." 

*• Therefore as your danger was well known, 
*.• and as your deflre and courage to defend your- 
*• fclvcs were likcwife well known, the wifdom 
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A. D. «< of the government has thought fit to makfe 
* *• you capable of prote&ing yourfclves, by putting 
•' arms, in an orderly manner, into your hands, 
** and by inftrufting you in fuch a difcipline, that, 
•' when you' are perfcftcd in it,, you need nor, 
** under the proteftion of heaven, fear any force, 
•' that the enemy can fend againft you." 

" This is the defign of the militia ; and it is 
nothing elfe. If you think it a reftraint on 
your liberty, to be obliged to ferve in this 
manner j I pray you to confider, that there is 
*• not one of you, that thinks it a hardlhip on 
** his child to fpend a laborious fervile appren- 
*• tice(hip of fcven years, to learn a trade, by 
•• which to gain a fmalljivclihood : and will you 
•* then pretend to grudge a few days in a year to 
^* learn a profeflion, honourabte to all, abfolutely 
*• neceflary to yourfelves, and the only thing 
•* that can prcfcrvc your lives, properties, reli- 
•* gion and liberty, without which all the reft is 
** nothing. Or will a man pretend to fay. That 
♦* he loves his country, and values his freedom, 
** and refufcs to take rcafonable pains to learn 
" to defend that, arid every thing elfe, that aft 
•' honeft man ought to value/' 

" But I have fomcwhat particular to lay to 

•* thofe, who refufe, to put themfelves in a pofture 

•* to defend their country, through cowardice or 

lazinefs. If through their bafenefs the chemy 

fliould happen to prevail, they would; after be- 

ing ftripped of that Hberty, which they pre- 

•' fume to abufe, ancj know not how to value, be 

'* forced 
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** forced to bean thofe arms for a tyrani^Ical op- A. D. 
preflive maftcr, which they now rcfufe to em- 
ploy in their own defence. The law is the 
" only proteftion of liberty : and, juft Co much 
<< as every man murmurs ac wholefome laws and 
*^ regulations ; ib much as he evades them by ar- 
•* tifice ; (o much as he riots to deftroy them by 
•* violence, cxaftly fo much is he a promoter of 
•* arbitrary power, and fo much is he a Frcnch- 
*' man in his heart. -Could our forefathers look 
** down upon thefe difcontents and difturbances, 
** and were told, That you rioted, becaufe you 
.^^ are born under a King, who in his goodnefs is 
*• willing to put arms into your bands for felf- 
defcnce, and whdfc government is taking pains 
to.in(lru<5b you how to ufe them againft your 
natural enemies the French : that they were 
giving you arms and flcill to fight, left you 
Ibould be conquered by thofe, whom your fore- 
^' fathers hadfo often conquered 5 they would be 
•* confounded at your ignorance, ftartle at your 
** folly, upbraid you for your ingratitude, cow- 
*• ardice and lazinefs, and difown you for the 
^* defoendants of EngliQi heroes." 
' Such was the language, fuch the arguments 
and perfuafions required in the patriots, to inform 
the underftandings of the people, in their re- 
Q)e£tive neighbourhoods, and to diilipate the fears 
r^fed in their minds by that leven of the old mi- 
^iftry^ which now began to work powerfully 
agam in every de^rtment ; and would have de- 
prived the nation of the advantage of that fervice- 
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able milicia, during the late war, had not the 
fame fpirit, which carried the bill through the. 
legiflature, exerted Ufejif in the execution of this 
falutary la\^. 

The hopes conceived by the new minifters and 
the nation, from the effedual execution of the 
militia bill, put them upon ways and means to 
employ the Handing forces of the kingdom in 
fervices,' for the intcrcft of their country and their 
own honour. Large draughts were defigned for 
North America, and Louilbourg was the firft ob^ 
jedt of their operations. For this purpofe a fqua*- 
dron of ihips of war was ordered to be equipped, 
at the proper feafon; to fail under the command 
of Admiral Hawke, with a powerful land force 
under his convoy. A fquadron was alfo dif- 
patched to the Bail Indies, under the command 
of Commodore Stevens, and our intereft in the 
Weft Indies was confulted, by lending a (quadron 
to Jamaica, under the command of Admiral 
Coates, 

About this time the public were informed, that 
Admiral Weft had wrote to the fecretary of the 
Admiralty, deHring tp/ reiign his commaod and 
to come to town, upon Admiiral Byng's condenma-* 
tion : and to Lord Temple, then firft Lord of the 
Admiralty ^ to whoni he further e^cplained him* 
felf on the faid fubje<St. As thefe letters convey 
the private fentiments of one, who is looked upon 
to be the moft material evidence on Mr. Byng*s 
trial ; who was the fecond iri command on thf 
affair, for which Mr. Byng loft his. life^ and. wh^ 

received 
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received fuch diftinguiftiing niark^ of the royal A. D. 
favour after hit return to England^ it would be ^^^^' 
concealing, or^ at leaft, not giving the whole 
truths which is the duty of an hiftOrian, as much 
as of an evidence, fliould we fupprefs, or deny 
them a place in this hiftory. 

While Mr, Byng was under confinement for Admiral 
trial, the Lords of the Admiralty manifcfted his ^s «u!^' 
Majefty's approbation of Admiral Weft's con- ^^« ^ Mr, 
dud, by appointing him to the command of a fentence* 
fecret expedition, with orders to hold himfelf in 
readinefs to fail. But on the very day fentence 
of death was pafied upon Admiral Byng, Mr* 
Weft wrote to the fecretary of the Admiralty : 

SIR, Magnanime, 27 Jan. 1757. 

!¥/ 1 T H O U T entering upon the merit of to the 
Admiral Byng's behaviour, or deciding Jf.g'^^drai. 
** at all upon, it, one way or other j yet the fen- "dty, 
** tence pafled this day upon him (the fubftance 
" of which I have feen) makes it impoflible for 
*^ me to help declining the ^very honourable and 
^ diftinguifhed command their lordlhips have been 
*♦ pleafed to appoint me to : I muft, therefore, 
** befeech and entreat their lordihips to confer it 
** on fonae perfon more worthy, fince I can only 
♦< be anfwcrable for my loyalty and fidelity to my 
^ kiiig, and refolution of doing what appears to 
•* me for his fervice, which it feems an officer may 
•* not wanty and yet h capitally convicted for bis mif* 
^ conduit 0r inabiliiy cf judging right : ind I am 
y not fo prcfumptuouS) as to imagine, that my 

** anions 
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^. D. •« a&ions can always be (Jj rightly governed \ nor 
.'?^57- 44 an^ I altogether certain th^t they/t^fw^^ ^/ ^^^^^ 
." is infallible \ ?nd as ; in. other cafes the confe- 
" quences may be fatal^ I muft therefore repeat 
" again my moft carncft requeft, that their lord- 
*' (hips will be pleafed .to appoint fomc other per- 
, " fon to my command, and grant xne their lord- 

*' (higs permiffion to come to town.'* 

By the fame conveyance, he fent a$ follows to 
Earl Temple : 

" My Lord, Magnanime, Jan. 27, 1757- 

• ^ , ** TT Owever honourable, or however advan- 

Temple. "*" "^ tagcous the fuuat^on 1 am placed m may 

" be ; yet 1 am determined and fully refolved to 

forego any thing rathe? than ferve on terms, 

which fubjeftan officer to the treatment (hewn 

" Admiral Byng, whom the court-martial have 

** convifted, mt for , cowardicCy nor for treachery ; 

*' but for MISCONDUCT : an offence never, till now, 

^^ thought capital \ and now it feems only made 

*' fo, becaufe no alternative of punifliment was 

found in that article, they bring him under.-^ 

Strange reafoning! — to qctjuit him of the two 

f' points cowardice ^nd difaffeiliony, to which that 

** article <^n. mly have refpeft. — ^Since, though 

f* negligence is mentioned, yet tan it be only in- 

•* tended to refer to one or the other of thofe two 

" crimes, negligence PROcEiEDiNo/r(?» difaffeffion 

«< or co-wardice. And I well remember this was the 

V opinion of the Houfe of Commons, when the 

" bill was before them ; for which reafon no alter* 

** native 
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*• native was. left in that:arride^ which oiherwife A. 5. 
" there wouW have hectti^^Courts martial I harfe ^^^^7- 
" always undcrftood.to be courts of honour and 
** cdnfcience; and therefore why gentlemen Ihould 
" think themfclves tirf by the letter, or to aft 
** againft their opinion, I know not •, but enpugh 
*♦ of this at prefent. I (hall only make one oi>- ' 
" fervation more, in regard to that part of their 
** fentence, wherein he is fa id m^ U have dene bis 
^* utmoft to relieve St. Pbilifs caftle *, without 

" pointing 

* Admiral Weft in his evidence on the trial of Mr. Byng, 
htmgajked^ concerning the poffibility of any (hips of the fleet, 
or frigates getting clofe to the caftle of St. Philip on the 19th 
in the morning, faid, He believed it was not poffible : for that 
the (hips, fent for that parpofc, fcemcd to endeavour it as much 
as was in their power. And being further interrogated relative 
to the fame object, whether he apprehended the enem^ were 
mafters of Mahon harbour, he replied, " I do apprehend that 
the enemy were fo far mafters of Mahon harbour, as to pre- 
vent the Englifti fleet from making ufe.of it with fecurity to 
themfelves." And in regard to the propriety of throwing in 
the landiofces, ^e declared it his opinion that, i^ would have 
been improper and highly inexcufeable, when the enemy was 
in fight, as it would have weakened the force of the Englii^ 
fleet, and expofed it to that of the enemy, which was at that 
time fttperior : that had thofe land forces been thrown into 
St, Philip^y the ihips wo^ld not have been fit ibr a^on and 
toeng4g|S the eneniy's fleets , nor fui^ci^nt jto, defend the caftle 
againft the enemy, in fuch a manxie'r^ as for them not to \^vf% 
furrendered. ,, 

Captain Amherft declared, that all the fliips in the fleet, when 
the iignal was made for battle, bore down, and thofe ftiips, which 
were in adion, did engage as clofe as they could get ; amongft 
which he particularly mentions the QgUoden and the (bips in 
Y^v van ; and as the weather was very good he apprehended, 

thaj 
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A. D. w pointing out, which ynj it could have been re- 
'757- ci lievcd by him, whieh indeed they would have 
^* found difficult enough to have done. 

"As 

that the rear would have engaged as near as the van did, had 
the French laid to« inftead of making fail on, prefently after 
Mr. Byng began to engage. 

Captam Lloyd bemg dt/Hid concerning the occafion of the 
Admirars (hip backing, and the delay it made, anfivered^ 
** That be thought the Trident's being under the Admirars 
lee bow» was the occafion of his backing, and» in courfe, fo 
nttch time was loft in getting down/* 

Captain Philips being afked. If each (hip in the rear had 
crowded fail in proportion to their diftance from the enemy, 
they coold not havc^ got as near the rear of the enemy within 
the time, or a little fpace of the time more, as the van clofed 
the Ts^l of the enemy ? anfwered. That he thought all the 
fail they could have made would not have brought them down 
fo foon as the van. Though they might have got down in a 
little time more. {But then the Frvuh^ njohiu they /aw that^ 
modi fail on, as Captain Amherft relates.) 

Captam Gacdiner of the Ramillies depofed. That the Tri- 
dent being abaft the larboard beam of the Ramillies, did fo 
impede the Ramillies in going down to the enemy, that the 
Admiral muft have gone down without his force, which was 
not his intention : that the fignal was out for the line of battle 
«-head at that time, and the rear divifion went down very re* 
gular after the Trident and Princefs Louifa got into their 
ftations. Being afked. Whether it had not been a more fpeedy 
and regular method to clofe the enemy, to have made the 
fignal for the line a-breaft? the Captain faid no ; becaufe it 
would be improper for fhips to go down in a line a-breaft, to 
attack ihips that are laying in a line a-head, when they can go 
down with their bows to them ; i. e. a flanting courfe to them : 
and therefore he was of opinion. That the rear did take the 
proper method to come down to the enemy. And being fur- 
ther interrogated. Whether he meant, as to the courfe fteered 

on 
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<* As I have taken my £xm and fiaal j^folution ^* ^* 
V to refigp the command, and have wrote very 

" ftipngly 

on the enemy, or the fail carried ? &e anfwered, ** Both : but 
this, bid he, is matter of opinion which I ihall lyreafter avoid 
entering into, as there are many faperior judges here to me/* 

He was alfo of opinion. That the rear would have engage 
fts near the enemy as the van did» had the French fleet Aaldz 
** that it was Admiral Byng's intention to engage the Chief 
Efcadre, the third ihip from the enemy's rear, and not to 
throw away his fhot, as the enemy did^ till he came near the 
enemy : '< that the Admiral fiood on, till it was imagined ooi 
board the RamiUies, that every fhip, if ihehad gone properly 
down with aflanting courfe, could have gone down to the ihips* 
they fhould have engaged, of the enemy, with their broadfldes 
to them : '* that he recoUeded this particularly to have heard 
the Admiral fay, when the RamiUies was a-breaft of them 
that that was his intention : ** that the Admiral ordered, the 
guns to be ihotted with round and grape ihot, two ihot in the 
guns below, and propofed to fet top gallant fails on feeing the 
French going away ; and that he heard him expreis, at that 
time, his unhappinefs at not having a fuffident force to make 
the general fignal to chafe; as bethought he could materiallf 
have difbeifed the enemy in the fitoatton they then were in> 
if, faid he, 1 had two or thru finfi mnrt.^ 

Jofef^ Belwaird, matter of the RamillieSt faid. That he had 
orders to fleer fiich a courfe down on the enemy, as to cut oiF 
the third (hip of the enemy's rear, which ihip the Admiral 
exprefTed his intention to engage, and that they fhould have 
gone near on the enemy, if that accident, of the Trident, had 
. not happened.-Admiral Norris interrupted him by faying. That 
was matter ofopinion.-Being afked, whether the ihips could have 
preferved a line of battle in going down to the enemy, as well 
with the top galUnt fails, as without them, as the weather theft 
was ? anfwered, That as the weather then was he could have car* 
ried them ; but that he left it to the judgment of the court, whe^ 
ther a croud of fail is proper to preferve the order of battle^ 

when 
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a!d. "ftrongly, on that *hcad> to the board, I muft 
»?S7. c« Jntrcat your lordftiip to facilitate it •, and t 

"am, ^ Yours, &c/' 

^ , - » • . ^ 

Laft year, at this feafon, the cry. was about 

the dang* of a French invafion. This was 

The \ ^ ' ■' 

French when (hips are in a line a-head To clofely conne6led together, 

fcheme lor ^^ ^^^^ diftarice of half a cable, and at the brink of comine 
the year a. , i. . • .^ * 

>757« CO aaion, when toe enemy IS waiting. 

Colonel Smith being examined in reference to the prifoner*^ 
courage, faid. That he was near the Admirart perfon daring 
the whole time of adlioii; that he perceived no backwardneft 
in tlie Admiral during the aflion^ nor any mark' of fear or 
confofion, either from his coantenaoce or behaviour, but ra« 
ther the reverfe ; that he gave his orders very cooly, and 
without the leaft confufion : that he did appear folicitous to 
engage the enemy : tO' aflift his Majefty*s (hips, that were 
engaged with the enemy ; and haiti this Colonel and 'others 
tetiified, That thiy* never, after the day of k6^oh, heard any 
murmuring or difcontent among the ofHcers or men, on any 
fuppofition that the Admiral had not done his duty ; and Mr. 
Lloyd, furgebn of the Ramillies, faid, that the men were 
quite the reverfe from any difcontent, &c. 

All which compared with the refolutions of the court martial, 
which acguit him exprefsly <^f c^warJIce and difaffkSion ; and 
with the 25thre(l^atioB> wbidi fays, thtf the court were {una- 
mmoujly) of opinion, thet while the Ramillies was firing, in 
going down, the Trident and (hips, immediately a-head of 
the Ramillies, proved an impediment to the Ramillies's continu* 
ing to go down s** may properly account for thofe paiFages in 
Admiral WeATs liters, where he ikys, *' I am not altogether 
certain that the judgment of others is infallible,'* knd where he 
is determined and fully refolved to forego any thing rather than 
ferve on terms, which fubjedl an officer to the treatment (hewn 
/dmiralByng. 

N^ B. General Fowkeshas been reftored to his rank in the 
army, and to f command in Ireland, by his prefent Majefty. 

thought 
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thought a prdper IbporifiC for the men in power at A. D. 
that time, to keep the ftrenfth of the nation in- *^^^* 
aftive at home. The alteration in the miniftry, 
and the proceedings of the parliament, this win- 
ter, made the French alter their fchcme. They 
were informed of the new minifter's abilities and 
cnterprifing aftivity. They could not expert to 
frighten him into a refolution to employ all our 
force, as his predecefibrs had done, to guard the 
coaft of thefe kingdpms from a defcent; and they 
were perfeftly convinced, that the voice of the 
people was for an offenfive war, and that they 
were alfo willing to fupport the King in a vigorous 
profecution of it. Therefore, their plan for the year ' 
1757, was to divert Great Britain from the main 
' obje<^ of the war in America, by provokihg us 
to become principals in the German war. 

With this view we find the French took all hJs Ma- 
their meafures. And on the 17th of February jf^y'* ™^: 

' , ' fage about 

his Majefty fent a meffage by the Right Hon. his Eicao- 
William Pitt, Efq-, one of the principal Se- ^onsr&c. 
cretaries of State, fignifying, " That it was always 
. with reluAance that his Majefty afked any extra- 
' ordinary fupply of his people ; but that, as the 
' united. -counfels and formidable preparations of 
France and her allies threaten, with the moft 
alarming confequences, Europe in general; and 
that as thefe moft unjull and vindiftive defigns 
were particularly and immediately bent againft his * 
Majefty's Eleftoral dominions, and thofe of his 
good ally the King of PruIIia, his Majefty did 
confide on the experienced zeal and aftedion of 

• his 
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A. D. his faithful Cooiowns^ tb^ th^y: wwJd xhcarfuUy 

'^^^' affift him ia form^^ j^witwii^g nn army of 

oljJervation, for the juft ao^ pteqcffary. defence and 

King of prefervation thereof, and tcj enable Jbis Majefty to 

.PniiSa. £yjgj: jjjg cngageajen^ wifh thc^King of F/uffia, 

for tjhe fecqrity qf , the Empire, agftinft the icrup- 

tion of foreign- ar^e3, and for the fup|)or^.of tl^ 

. common caufe." 

How tJie.parJiament rec^ye<|j and hi)ii<jured thtfr 
me0agc, by granting b1\ his Majefty requefl:^^!, 
DifSigree- has been already related *^ ^, feat ; it was not ^^ 
^!^n! ** withoyt a grpat outcry and.damow amongft the 
peq>le without doors ; who, on;t}iis occafion, tf^I^ 
very freely againft the proje<aed army of pbfcrva- 
tion in Germany, which they, deemed a. prelude 
to ^ ruinous continental war, that^ fooner or latef, 
might ftarve our operations by fea, and' in, Ame- 
rica, and at the fame time diftrefs the nation with 
an accumulation of taxesf, .and an ad4itiQnal load 
of debts* Howcvpr, the popularity of tic mi-' 
ni&CTy who, .iwijh his. adherents^, omitted xipthjng 
to difcourage jGerman.n^^ujres j .and the cofnpaf- 
fionate argumenj& urg^ in fevoiir of Hoover, 
by the advocates £91:. a continental f^ar, threatened, 
by the energy of.pur.iiafion^jDn our accounts only, 
reconciljcd them \o an ^^quiqfcence 5 if it cojild 
;not bring them, to .approve, a; meafure, .which 
leaned fo apparently towards a re-adpption pf thofe 
continental meafuresj npo^ a, bare iufpicipnjof 
which any other miniftry wonld have totally for-^ 
Allowed feited the confidence of the people* In^. a word, 
^fidicnt.* ^^^ expediency of fupporting Hanover and affift- 

* See the fupplies on p, 125, &c. Vol.«U[. .. , ■ 
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log the King ofPruffiawas allowed; and mca* A. l>. 
' furcs were taken immcdiatcIjTto carry the necef* ^^'^ 
Ux^ reiblutions into execution. Two hundred 
thoufand pounds was granted for the relief of his 
Pruffian Majcfty ^. His Royal Highnefs the Duke 
of Cumberland was appointed to th i chief com*- 
mand of the army to be raifcd in Germany^ to 
obfcrve the motions of the French : and hefct 
out accordingly for tlanover, on the 9th of April, 
from London. The French army of 8o;ooo 
men, the choiceft troops <rf . France, under the 
command of M. deEftrees, having already paiTed 
the Rhine, feized upon the townof Embcfen and 
whatever belonged to the King of Pruflia in Eaft 
Friefland, and by flow marches trade the beft difpo- 
fitions to over-run his Britannic Majefty's Eledoral 
dominions j and fixed upon Munfter for the Mar- 
fhal's head quarters. There was another army of 
25,000 men, fent from France, under the command 
of the Prince of Soubife, which at the fame time wa$ 
employed in the reduftion of Cleves, Meurs and 
Guelders, &c. after which fervice, it was ordered 
to join the Imperial army of execution, againft 
the King of PruflSia and his allies. 

But fuch was the equity and precaution of his The eqtii. 
Britannic Majefty to give no real caufe,or appear- *^JJ^^Jjj?^ 
ancc of pi'ovocation, to any power^ to invade his Majcfty. 
German dominions, that in thefe circumftancesj 
when a formidable French army was advanced to 
their frdntiers, his M^elt/ wotild not fuffei* his 
troops to take the field, till he had publilhed to 

« Ste die note on page 1*7. Vd. !!♦ 
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^* ^- ihc world the juft motives, which Compelled hini 
to repel force by force, and to defend him againft 
• the invafion of his eneinies by thole means, Provi- 
dence had put in hts power, ' . 
His mo- * ** His Britannic Majefty, Eleft'or of "BTunfwick 
Elcaor*of Lunenburg, on this bccadon declared. That he 
Hanover, jiad ufed his utmoft endeavours to prevent the war; 
£gr"' which had rifcn between him as- Kihg of <5rea< 
wmt. Britain and the crown of France, and to accom- 
modate the differences, which occ^fipned it, by 
way of ncgociatioh : That when he found thefii 
endeavours to be ineflfedtual, he ffilHaboured td 
keep the war, which he could hot prevent, wttfiiri 
narrow bounds, that it might not interrupt the 
tranquility of his dominions in Germany, much 
lefs the other States of Europe, who had no con^^ 
cern in the quarrel : That in confequcnce of this 
pacific difpofition, and bccaufe in autumn, 1755^ 
it was become more probiable than ever, that 
France, to revenge the fuppofed injuries, which (he 
had received from his Britannic Majefty, would 
attack his dominions in Germany^ hw- Majefty irt 
the beginning of the year 1 756, cohckided a treaty 
with the King of Pruffia, by which he had great 
reifon to hope his pacific defigns- w^uld have beeh 
rendered effedlual ; as 1)^ this treaty^ purfuant to 
the <lefign of it, it was probaWc the King of 
France would be difappointed in his views ** : and 

. <| ThiB If ads us to tli« r^^n of 4>ur fi^bfidlary treaty wUi^ 
Ruflia i» I7*5j;« which b^ thb aiZertion, apgear^tQ have beei> 
made with a view to prevent any attempt upon Hanover, by 
the King of Pnii|b in dU»ns^iyitk Ftmc^;^ \kA. I. p. 134^ 
4^5, 20Z, 203,' 255, 2^. J ;^ ./7 

'' -though 
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tfabugh a nc«r war* has brokctt out uricjtpefitcdiy \ A, D; 
fince chat time his Majefty had carefully avoided ^^^* 
taking aay pwt in it. That it was impoffible for 
the difpa&onate and impartial, after confidering 
the conduit of his Britannic Majefty on this occa* 
Hon, not to fee the injiifticc of all the motives 
and pretences of France for jhvading the elcftorate 
df Brttnfwick, which is under the proteftion of 
the Empire : That> if theile pretences were found*- 
cd upon the war, which had broke out between 
K.ngland and France, it would be eafy to flicw, 
that this war, both with refpcft to its caufes, and 
its «nd> is entirely foreign to his Majefty, as Eled-i 
tor of Hanover,* and to his Hanoverian dominie 
6ns : and that as to the fecond war, which had 
been kindled, in Germany, the crown of .France^ 
4s guarahtce of the treaty of Weftphalia, had not 
the leaft pretence on one hand, to aft againft the 
States befoi*e-mentioned, fo long as his Majefty 
cannot be charged with any breach of the faid 
peace ; and ' on the other, France, as an ally and 
tuxilliary df the Emprcfs Queen, cannot jyftly 
aft againft a member of the Empire, who is not 
at war, nor Has the leaiR: difference with her Im- 
perial Majefty. • But that^ as France has notwith^ 
ftandirtg entered the Empire on the fide of V/eft- 
phalia, with a numerous army, which after hay* 

. ^ Between the King of Fruffia and the Emprefs Qoeen^ ani 
\m allies.^ 

. ^ As to his part: for his Britannic Majefty declared his total 
ignorance of any fuch intention of the King of Pruilia'S in« 
vadingSaxony and Bohemia^tiilitwas actually done. Seep.So* 

L 2 ing 



,N 



i64 The GENERAL HISTORY or 

A. D. ing garrifoned the Imperial city of Cologne^ is; 

^^^7* advancing farther and farther into the ElcAoral ' 
States of Brunfwick ; as it has already entered and 
raifed contributions in the Bidibprick of Munfter ; 
and as his deflgtis again^ the eftates of his Britan- 
nic Majefty in Germany, kte too manifeft to be 
doubted, he was compelled by indifpenfible ne- 
cc.flity, to aflemble and march an army to avert, 
with the alTiftancc of the Mcft High, ^11 violence, 
injuliice and ufurpationV upon his own eftates and 
thofe of his neighbours : That, ^to prevent the iH^ 
confequence of fjllfe and artful infinuations, ' his 
Majefty thought it highly rcquifite thus to declare 
to the whole "world, that 'he w;as very far from 
having conceived any dcfigh to aft offenfively 
againft any of the States of the Empire, or even 
agaittft the crown of Francd: and that by the 
armament, and the march of his troops, to which 
he was compelled, he had no view. Dor defire, 
but to reprefs by the divine afliftance all invafion, 
violence and hoftilities ; and, if fuch fhould hap* 
pen, to do, as an origin iL'member of the Empire, 
what (hall be juft In the fight of God and of man, 
and what is required of him by the ftates, which 
the Almighty has placed under his proteaion": 
That he was Confident, ho perfon could miftake 
Of mifinterprK that- Conduct, into which be. had 
been forced upon the principles of felf-defcnce: 
and that he particularly confided in the faith and 
fricndfliip of his co-eftates in the Empire, that 
they would' not difcountenance his views in their 
favour, of keeping the calamitiies of war at a di« 

ftancc 



- ' THB LATE WAR. i6s 

fiance ii^m their frqiKiers ^ but that they- would A. D. 
rather facilicate and %>port; them : that beingjy^ell ' 757- 
aflbi^d.jbis Mj^i^y'js ^roaps, would obferve the 
mat c^afl; difcjigjij}^ bc,bop?df t^c;y would inre- 
«uin». give thcm^pcq^fs ,^Qf th^jr. gqo4 wUl, par- 
ticularly by furni%ing.thpn?<i for xcady money , 
with iuc;^ prQviGpn9 f^nd forage^ as they (hould 
want : ai^d laflly, [ fhii( (jiey WQuld pot. furnifh his 
enemies with thefcfoi; any other neccflarics, or ac- 
cpoitnodations, that m^ht^ be prejudicial to his 
M^cfty's dominions pr their own." 
. This declaration was immediately followed by The army 
aflembling the army i>f oblervation, which con- ^on, *'^*' 
fitted of .Ha|iovei;ian3i^ HefCans and« fome other 
lefs |e(pe£table States,, to the amount of 40,000 / 
men, un^er. His Royal Highnefs the Duke of 
Cun)be|^l$ind^ who eftablijlhed his head quarters ap 
Biclfeldt, and there conjccrted thft plan of opera- 
tions with the genc/al.pfEcers, that were to a6k 
under hi.ni. Buf^ ^h^t could be expefted from Under 
ibw^^kA force,^^.and^ameafure, which by no 7„*J*/^^\f ' 
means ,co».ld f?^;fei4^ t^, be agfj5eai>le jo the En- laboured, 
glifh, , at whofe 5iy.e^^^^ afrtiy^was toT)e fup- 
ported i and at a lunftuFC of time, 'the more un- 
fortunate for iuch- an undertaking, as it was to be 
carried. into executiorj and fupported by the old 
trnniikry reftored, whofe credit with the nation was 
fp entirely funk, and whofe attachment to conti- 
nental meafures, at the ri(k of their national in- 
terejpt, had been fo often proved, that every wheel 
of xht ftate turned heavily from the day they re- 
f\jmc3 the management of publie affairs. 

L3 The 
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A. D, -The .difintereftedriefs of that part of the minlt 
^757- ^^y^ which had been called to the helm, in the lare 
dua of the promotion, appeared on every bccafion, in the 
pew mini- fenate and in the cabinet. Great counfellors of 
ftatc (whofe predeceflbrs had made it a conftant 
rulfe to maintain their power by confultihg the in* 
clinations and paffions oif their fovcreign, and pa- 
, tronizing no meafure either in parliament, or at the 
council board, but what tcnded»to extend the pfc* 
pogative, and to bring the people into a ftate of 
. dependency upon the crown) who were determined 
to Ihew, that, as they had not bargained for their 
places^ nor furrendered their principles by capitu^ 
lation, he is the beft fervant of the crown, that 
maintains his independency and candour in office, 
with the ftrifteft regard t.p the intereft of 'his 
country. Thus the firft time, for many year», 
the intereft of the nation became the touchftonc 
of every meafure propofed by the adminiftratiori. 
Men, that could not be tempted to depart from 
their integrity, that kept themfelves difembarfaiP^ 
ed, and fet no further value upon their po^^er, 
than it enabled them to ferve their King atid coun- 
try, debated every meafure in the prefence of their 
fotereign, without fear of his diflike and fefent- 
ment ; and in parliament they remenibered, that 
they fate in that augufl: houfe, not as fefvants to 
the crown, but as reprefenratives of the people,^and 
guardians of their liberty and property; and that 
it was theif duty to oppofe every defign, which 
jippearcd prejudicial to the fubjcft. 

- « However, 
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- -However, ^this behaviour cxpofod the patriot A. D. 
imniilers to gneat tnifreprcfentations by their aflb* '^^^* 
dates out of the old miniftry, who ftill continued rcfiin$ tht 
about the throne, and ma4c their addrefs to his ^**"* 
Majefty by exaggerating the oppofition to thofe 
meafures, efpouied moil warmly by his Majefty, 
in behalf of his Eledoral dominions, and injuri- 
oufly reprefenting the new minifters to be luker 
warm in promoting other meafures, which the 
national fcryicc required. ' So that by opportunity 
and importunity, ^nd by conveying falfe ideas, 
injurious to the charadcrs of Mr. Pitt and his 
adherents, in the late promotions to the miniftry^ 
they: obtained their peremptory difmiflion frqm 
their feveral offices; at a conjundture of time, 
wbca wifdom, integrity and fcrmnefs were piorc 
BBceflary than ever. • 

/ A pen cannot depi£l the prcfent deplorable ftate Thedcpid- 
of the nation in this real diftrefs ; without anally, of^^he^**^ 
hut who required powerful aid from us ; engaged *'^"* 
in a war with the moft formidable enemy in Europe, 
and in a -war hitherto unfuccefsful ; without any 
fyftem in its councils for carrying on the war to cfFedl, 
and with acminiilry in whom thie: nation could not 
confide : when the military virtue of our anceftors 
feemed to. be degenerating for want of proper ' 
difcipline and fervic.o ; our operations againft the 
enemy at a flop, and the rage of faftion was every 
•where confuming the little remains of patriotifm, - 

At court the enemy feemed to be entirely for- 
got. There was no attention to any thing, but 
-who could get, and keep the bcft places. The 

JL 4 enemy 
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A. D. enemy was permitted to e^cccutcowryplan, mifikr 

'^^^' out oppofition: ind, if it XMy be equioble Ip 

, judge from clrcumftances, that can . be proved, l^y 

Treachery cvctits I there was great reafoi^ to fiUpeft nhat 

fufpeaed. j^jr/pjTx's plan againft l^ouilhaurg, was not kept 

with that fecrcfy, amongft the parties cntrufted with 

Its deftination, as becomes a cabinet<ouncil ; nor 

tarried fo unanimoutly in.^he cabinet, as to pre^ 

vent any private intrigiie to render it abortive* 

Fleet dc- For, the equ^ipcrit of. this armament was by, one 

*^^^' means or other delayed till it was too late, either to 

attack Louifbourg, pr to flavour any plan of ope-« 

rations by Lord Loudon and the Provincials, oa 

the continent of North Anierica. This 5cet j(Hd 

not get from Cork before the 8th of May j 4Uid 

then, inilead of Admiral Hawke, it failed und^r 

the command of Admiral Holboume* . Ouri at« 

tention to the Tecurity of bur ipttlcments in No^; 

America might be eafily forefcen by the Fceoch^ 

But the plan for taking Lpuifbourg;. which ,iWA^ 

(hall fee wgs ,tjie principal objcfSl of the $w^^ 

armament at this conjundlurc to prevent, co^kl 

fcarcc have entered their thoughts^ had.it not bflcH; 

intimated to the enemy *, Andf jpierbAps, as Toon u 

it had been 4:^91 ved ypou . V.3t. James> > or it: 

' would h^ve ,hecn ipapofllble to have . prpvidf d. fo^. 

expcditioufly for its defcnc?^. . \. - . . 

,Attteic'of T6e*refolutiqn to attack Louifhoiirg, at -the 

J**^"'^- ^ fame time, the French. were to be driven from-the 

ibived up- Ohio,* and tTieir Other encroachments on the ^Otf- 

^^' nent of North' America, was taken foon after hi$., 

Majefty committed the direftioii of his national 

affairs 



^: V^ir^ijArE -^ A R. - 169 

iftfifs fe'Mr.HrtT'iftd^' preparations were A. l>. 

bcgeit^ to diny it 1 ntp execution fobn after Chrift- '^^^* , 

IMaS. -The French,^ tnilyTenlible of the importance 

4$f <Lt>Utftioui^^ inimediatdy equipped, with the 

«Rhdfre*peditioh^,'tHree federal fquadrons to cover How pre- 

an* aiefend Lxitiifbourg, and' to ftrengthen their ''**^'^' 

fbPcefi on the'cbntirfehtf; One, of nine (hips, failed 

i^fti-Brtft on the" 30th ' of Jan. 1757, with a 

bodjr <rf ti*o6pi$ oh board, under the command of 

M. it Beaufi^mont f who fteered for the Weft 

Indies to remfstte the . French garrifons in that 

quarter, and tip wait the fird opportunity to get 

into' Lotriilx)Urg after the brwking of the ice. 

^^fiisP %ai fpilow^d by another fquadron of five 

ftf^s, which failed tinder M. du Riveft, aboui; 

iSe beginning of^April, with a number of troops^ 

wi&ri9i:e jdores and provifions on board, from Tou* 

llM^V^IcapedAdhiiral Saunders ftatiotied off Gi- 

l^ttar, and arrived ^t Lbqifbourg on the 4th of 

Jutoc* A third, confiding of i4^1hips, failed on 

tfe^j^'WlWay, (a week befdre Holbourne de- 

^ted ftdM C6rk) under ttie'cohimand of M. du 

BOlU d6 la Mothei fr(^ a number of fol- 

diers on board^^ and prfiftnts for the Indians, and 

att-i^ed at LouUbburjg on the 29thbf June ; where* 

z$ tiie Engiah^ fleiit *rf hotarriv^e it ttalHfax,' the 

place of rendezvous, before the jtK of July j when 

both the icaibn, ^tid the Tuperior ftre'ngth of ihe 

enimfi'madc it iiliprifticable to carry Mr. Pitt's 

vigorous and feziottibit plan into execution, with 

iwjy ho^s'cf fucceis. 

There 
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A» D. , Xh^rt iwN« three ftdions now fbcnled amongft 

*'^^^ the great men oF the nation ; Of which it will be 

tioMin Ae ncceffary to obferve^ That one of them» which had 

^te. i]^Q greaceft parliamentary intereft, and the greatefb 

interell alfo with the monied people, confifted €£ 

fach as had gro^n |nto place and power under the 

old miniftry ; were grcnily refpcfted by the Kmg, 

for their long and aciUla,Cing fervices and compU^ 

ances i but weak in foipe material points.; and not 

at ail popular.^^Another fadion, whofe parlia* 

nientary ftrcngth was much inferior to the, former, 

had the cbara&er of better abilities, and an in^ 

tereft at one court able to balance that of the old 

miniftry, by means of a then powerful connedion ; 

yet they were more unpopular; and tbat.v^ry 

powerful conne(5tion macfe them much lefs refped** 

ed at another court ; and ftill worfe with the gene* 

rallity of the people ; whole jealoufles had beed 

induftrioufly raifed and increafed by farcaftical 

hints and whifpers. A third fadion formed itielf, 

without the aid of parliamentary, or court infiur 

cncei almoft entirely upon the popularity of their 

leader, whofe abilities recommended him to their 

efteem, who had no other views than a redrefs of 

grievances* His eloquence and difintcrefiedneis 

coul^^not be denied by his enemies : and thenar- 

tion plaped their whole dependance upon his wif- 

dom, integrity and lofc for;his country. , 

Thcfc fe6tions differed extrenicly in r^ard to 
power: thp\jgh the two former were near agreed 
in the general fcheme of their, politics. , They 
looked upon the increafc of power in France, as 

the 
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•the grc^tcft of all evih': rand therefore thought it f^^^* 
abfolutely ncccflary to maintain a balance of power, 
or to feek tht fafecy and liberty of Great Britain 
in the general fafety and liberty of Eurc^, Thi$ 
fyftem had drawn thcra, many years, intodofe 
-connexions with the powers on the continent, Jby 
•large fubfidies and inconfiftent treaties, and even 
*by fighting their battles in foreign (|uarrels« 
This furhifhed an argument for a (landing army : 
and prevailed with the«! to employ our navy in 
fubferviency to the continental fyftem. They 
were alfo peculiar in their notions about our con-r 
ftitutional liberty. Both parties declared againfl: 
arbitrary power, and admitted the ufefulnefs of 
parliaments^ They pretended to be ftanch friends 
to the conditution } and ftrenuous aiTdrtors of the 
legal rights of the people : But, under a miftaken 
notion of government, they deviated into the 
•very principles and praftices, they publickly . dif- 
^vowed. They threw the ballance of power into 
the crown, which our conftitution requires to be 
equal in all its parts. They, for this purpofe, ex- 
tended the influence of the court by creating nu» 
merous lucrative places and employments at the 
difpofal of the crown, .By the means of tbefe 
. places, they fecured a naajority in parliament i 
and fo long as they could prefcrve this majority, 
they gave the'mfclvcs no concern about the cfteem 
and approbation of the people. It was aflembled 
to raife money for them, to do, as they pleafed 
with it ; and that judicature, which ought to be 4 
terror to bad minifters, fkrccned them from pu-» 

niihnient,. 
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J^ 37- niffiitnent, if impeached *by the nation for their 

^'^^' mifcoridudl. 

'The third, which, for diftindlion fake, let v% 
call the' popular party, did aHb think it ncccffary 
t6^*fct bounds to '' the power and influence of 
FfanCc,- amoh^'the neighbouring ftates: But 
thefe differed much about the means -, and were 
for rn'aking the operations, of which neceffity, or 
found policy, miglffdbrigc Great Britain to take 
a part in; tipoh the continent, to be entirely 
fubfcrvicnt to our naval ftrength, as a more 
n^tu f al ' and f cfs cxpenfi ve plan of politicks. They 
laid, that they could depend in the moft hazard- . 
ous and defperate fervice, on the naval com- 
riianders : becaufe their way of life, and natural 
ferocity of manners, fecured them from that lux- 
'ury and eflfcminacy, (which is tlie* corruption of 
thoft, who abiife Iheir leifure in drefs, gaming 
and female intrigues) and inftilled into tliem a , 
-fpirit of tluty arid glory. So chat, the fleet being 
tht natural fl:rengtK of this nation,' their thirfl: af- 
ter cohque(t and" fame is the lame as the people*s 
at home, who aft upon national principles. 

ItVa&^urged'^itt 'dfeffeee of this fyftem. That 
biJr lit^atibn, k& an^iflahd',' prcfcribes to us a 
./. ,\cpHttdft^V6ry * dilfPertnt frorii all other nations: 
Thaf our ftrength. and' our fupport is in our navy. 
anS'^irade -, ah^ 'fhatl ks thejr "mutually fUp|x)rc ; 
eacfi^ 6tlief, they 'ought to go'' hand Jn han^.^,, 
Barthat, if wt abahdoh our natural element, wft 
(hbuld then turn our back to our real intercftsV and 
enter into afi incxtncabje labyrinth of continental 

poU. 
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politicks : if we take ^ (hare in every controye^yv ^* ^r 
if we confume our treafure in retaining the friend- *^^^* 
fliip of petty pripces and ftates j^ if we UviOx 
Britilh blood in German quarrels i we are Co far* 
from attacking France^ to our advantage, that 
we expofe ourfelves tp ruin by oy^r ill-judged ef-» 
forts, on the ftrong fide of thc^^encmy^ 

They further ai;gued. That while Great Britaia 
prcferves a fuperioriiy^ at jea, . tl^^re. can . be no, 
danger arife from the fuperiorjty of. the French on 
the continent : that we can always cut the finew$ 
of the enemy's ftrength, by deftrojing their trade 
and commerce; that there can .be no fear of an 
invafion, from the country th^t has no marine to 
{upport it : that a (landing army of me|:cenaries, 
is dangerous to freedom ; and might be made 
ufelefs by a well-regula|£d mih'tia; and that a go- . 
vernmcnt, like ours, conneded by .its very eflcncc 
with the liberty of the fubjeft, can never be ii^ *^ 

want of paliamentary influence, bribery and cor- 
ruption, or any other fupports of defpotic ppwen 
For^ where rulers govern well, the people will do < 
their duty. . ,. 

Gteat as^the efleem had be^n fpr the rjght hp- How the 
nourable gentleman, who was ^at the h?iaci of thJu ^^ j** 
party, before his late prpmotion 19 the icnpwt^t c«afi«i for 
truft of the fteerage of the date ; it was ,^o(l fuir^ 
prifirigly enhanced by his condu&, and the union 
of parties brought about by his wifdom, during 
his ihort administration. The hiding balfams> he 
was continually pouring out of the atvundance of 
love for bis country, had already cured her wounds, 

revived 
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aVd. reTiired her ijpirits, and made her ready to faeei 
''^^' the enemy in- the mod ad vantageons and- pro** 
mifing manner. The more benefit was received- 
throtrgh hir counfel and dire&ibn^ the more odi- 
ous • his predeccflbrs in bfficc and truft appeared- 
Its cffca« h, the opmion of the pabRc So that at his dif- 

on the Old .rr* ir i a ri ' «• 

miniftry. miffion from the direftion or the natipnal afrairs,* 
it wouW* he difficult to affirtn, whether the voice- 
of the nation" echberf'morc in his, and irt the praifei 
cf his afTociates * in office and difgrace ; or in the 
mrcumuhtive inveftives thrown out by all Agrees' 
againft them, whom theyhad diflikcdand com-^ 
plained of before, for their mal^dmmiftration,* 
and to whAm they now imputed all the misfor- 
tunes, which were expcdlcd to.fbllpw this change 
m the miniftry. 
Why Mr. -. j^ appeared now mcfft evidently^ That, the fac- 
been taken tion, againft whom the addi^ejQes to the throne had 
miniiby. delivered themfelres fo openly, had been com* 
pelltd to take Mf. Piyt and his adheilents into 
the miniftry, to prevent the confeqvences of thofo 
htftruftionj?, which the people jiad given to theii 
reprefentatives in parliament. For, had his Ma-# 
jifty been prevailed upon, by the votes or ad* 
drdffes of his parliaiuefety to difmifs his-tittiidj it^ 
'''^ ;/ aSivte- find ingtorious minifters from all places of 
truft, -and Irom his councils and prefence, there 
fnuft have-been an entire end of their po\^er# By 
I this meaAs they prevailed- wii;h the people, to puih 

M^cm no farther) a«>d-by>the fame^'nftadlis ahey 
perftiaded his Majcfty, I1iat they would* not op* 

jpofe his kiclinaltioQ to falisfy hi^fubjefts^: JBot 
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ifiien thctdd tcnes h»d lAiUs managed the ibtion, A. d. 
in i^ard to their dwn &fet3r; their graitd p>itic ^^^^* 
^M^ to tflalbethi^trhftiygeifiibfement tdthchr>|)nn4 
cipal ofage^) which tbfi^ to :ruin thdri near afib^ 
dams^ in the ftate, in the opinion of '^he people^ 
and; at' bit events; to keep the King in a:conti4 
Doal diflike and jea]6ufy of their (tounfeis anc| 
ttieafur^. When they <ouM be thus ^blxfed in 
the c^niqn of the piibl}c and of the King; it 
would then have beeirmoft eafy for thefe to re«< 
fiimt theif power, and the admintftrationyA without 
iny oppofition from the deceived nation. 

Bur how egregkraflfywere thefe ftatefmtn out 0jfap. 
of their politicks in this affair, as well as ki regard ^"""^^^ 
to the nation. The patriots fo conduced thent^ 
felves in place, that they loft none of their popu- 
larity. { Their virtues^ became mons cotifpicuoiif^ 
more admired, more univerfally known: though 
their fteady oppofition to the old lyftem of neg* 
leftinjg our natural ilrength, and the national in^ 
tereft, to enter into, and ef^ufe the qtiafrels of 
our neighbours, where we can have no ihtereft^ 
gave their a0bciates in power a handle to ruin 
them in the King's efleem; whofe regard ibr his 
Inative country filled him with too gr^v a defire 
to fupport Hanover and its dependence's, at ati 
events^ and at the rflc of the Britifh intereft. 

Thus, when his Majefty had been worked xtg Honow!? 
to a pitch of diflatisfaaion, and to a refolution to p?^^ *^ ^}^^ 
idifmi6 Mr. Pitt, Mr. Legge, Lord Tempic^ minifter$. 
''&c. from his fervice ; the people, always grate- 
ful to their benefaftors and friends, received them 

2 ^vith 
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^' ^ ViiA the greiteft tokms of approbation, for.thcil) 
'^^^' difin^refied conduft, their firm attachment: to 
the true intereft of their country, and their un<* 
equalled, afadlities.! The higheft mark of an Eng* 
Ii(hman*s blefling,' above other nations, is his li- 
herty : and the moft generous, pken of' the pco- 
J>le's r regard arid love for thefe patriots .was ; im* 
me4i4tely Hgnifi^d by prefent^cions of their free-^ 
doriii frofn the cndft pofiulous, moft opulent and 
re^dlable .corporations ; /with addt'efTes Of thanks 
toMr.'J^iTT and Mr; Lcggf , for their irttegrity 
and fervices,* inclofed in'gold boxes,orrome other 
elegant *mat£ria1s/ enriched with emblems, con* 
veying the fentiments of their approbation ' ahd 
gratitude ^ ' • . . •» r 

Old mi- In the. mean time, feme of the leaders in this re? 

itorVdJ^' moval, "and in the* late adminiftratiori, rcfumed 

r . the 

' * 't It was moved in the common-coiiDdl of the city ofLon* 
doo» to prefentthe .fntdqm of that city^.^^the Kight Ho* 
iioti{4blc WUliam Pitt, late j)ne of bis Majdly> principal, fer 
cretaries of ftate ; and to the Right Honourable HeVy Bilfon 
Legge, late chancellor of his Majefty^s 'exchequer, in tefti- 
mony of the grateful fenfe, which the city of London enter- 
tained of their loyal and difinterefted condu^j jduring their 
truly hcBtOfrabk, tji|)ifg^4hfl^.adtf injAration ; jibcir^^^inniijg 
a fcheme of public oeconomy, and at the fame time.leifipnmg 

the extent of minifleriat influence, b#a redudjon of a num- 

». « ■.••. * ■ f t' • • • 

ber'ctf ufelefs placemen : their noble efforts to ftem the gene« 
' nil torrent of 'corruption^ aiid to revive, by their example, the' ' 
ahnbft extingulfhed love of virtue, and our country: theit 
zeal to proba(Ote;.a full and ipipartial enquiry into .the re^ 
icaufes of Our late lofles in America and the Mediterranean: 
And, laflly, their yjgllant attention to fupport the glory and 
. mdependency of Great Britain^ the honour and*Vu9 MeY&ft 
'^ ' • 'of 
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the reins of government : But.?|iefe;was nofettjed A. D. 
minii^, A new board.of adqiirajty, indeed vsras ^^^^'^ 
forjnedt with. th?. E^rjl.. of Win,ch^ea at its head, 
Mr, Lcgge w^ , i\»ccf edcd . ia the ^ exchequer by 
Lord Mansfiel^; bwt; ivo.one waf,aj)pointed irji 
the. place of Mr, J^\jj. . And the contention now 
grew fo ftrongabpiit pQwer,;.anfi. the difppfal of 
places, belonging ^q the crown,, that the p^r^ 
ties, who had fo carefully guarded their royal 
mafter from the approaches of their rivals in the 
xniniftr)% attended fo mduftripufly to their p^rti- 
^ular intercfts, that.tjiey.negjefted^the avenueg to 
the thronej, and fuffercd the general voice of the 
people to plead their own caufe of complaint, and 
to found the praifes of the difgraced ifrvants of 
itbe erown, inithe; i;oya|;par.. .On the contrary, Ithe rj.^^ 
-affairs of the court party became fo delperate, that ^^^ 
they openiy encouraged bribery and corrtiption'; 
and did not flick' at fpeaking and writing againfl 
all principles of morality and virtue,, apd in fa- 
vour, of political vigej aflerting, that . the mofl 
bafe afts of corruption,* villainy and deceit arc 
neccflary in the gdvcriini^nt of.a ftate or com- 
monwealth. * •^ ^ ■'■ 

The Spaniards, who had. begpn to condud Behaviour 
themfelves. with .more, circumfpeftiob. and refpefl: ^'^^P*? 
towards the Englifhi under ^Cr.^P^TT's admini- 
ftration **, Tefumed' their partial and unjafl pro* 

of the crown, witK tfee'juft rights ind' liberties of the fubjcdL; 
thereby moft efFe^tually feturitig the affe^Hontof a free peo* 
pie to his Majefly and hi^Hluflrious family* 
• k Seepage 28. V0LII4 

Vot-ll. U teed- 
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A. D. cecdings againft the Antigallican and her prized 
^^^^' ias foon as ic was underftood at Madrid, that the 
old miniftry had driven him from the feat of go- 
vernment, and that there was no longer any fear 

of cur refcntment ^ 

The 

^ Sec page 29. Vol. IL 

The Slpaniards were fo far infiuexxred by Mr. Pitt's rc^ 
knonftrancesy in this cafe, ihit an order was given by his moft 
CathoHc Majefly, to re^deliver tjie prize to the Englilh. 
. On the advice of this order from the Spanilh court, the 
pfopfietors of the Antigallican privateer wrote the following 
fetter to tiie Right HoaonraUe Mr. Pitt, tfioiigh he was, at 
that tiae» difiniiled fuDOi the office of principd iiecretary of 
diate. 

SIR, 

W« xiie managers and oiVAtt-s of the priviite Ihip of watr 

,. : the Antigallican, toge^auer -with tke laudable ai^csacion of Ak- 

tigaHicans, eftablifhed at the Lebeck's-head in the Strami, 

muft think ourfelves Tod to. all fenfe of honour, of gratitude, 

and concern for our couMry, were we not to take the earlieft 

opportunity to retarn ybu our iincercft thanks, fbr yoot fca- 

fonable and ready ^xactttion of his Majelily -s 48Tders on o«r 

i>^alf^ in i«;gard to our 'flnp and prize, which have beea fo loi% 

detuned Jq the bay of Cadiz> by the cruel, treacherous, and 

partial behaviour of the governor, after killing and wounding 

feveral of the men, and imprifoning our officers and the rett 

: ; of «ttr crw, in open vioktion of the moft folemn treaties, 

^ • . fiotwitliftinding flie was before legally condemned, to us. 

The eaffnefs of our'kccafs to you, and your generous pro^ 
tefiion in :our rights, and ,polite treatment in your office, filled 
every heart with joy rather to be conceived than exprefled, 
as well knowing that your undertaking this affair was more 
than an omen of its fuccefs. 

Your whole behaviour in the affair has been fo noble, (o 
Heady, and uniform; that we are at a lofs where to admire yotk 
moffy in the defign, the prosecution^ or the evex4t. 

3elicw& 
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The northern powers eredted ihtiv crefts, and A. D.. 
tjjrew out feveral hints, no ways agrceablie tx> the ''^^^ 
i/itereft and dignity of Great Britain, under the northern * 
plauiGble colour of maintaining the peace of the P^^®^* 
Bor«K. The Ruffians made no fcruple of their 
refolution to exprefs their diflike of the Bri- 
tiih alliaacc with Pruflia, aad to join the con- 
federacy againft the King of Pruflia, and had 
already entered ajtid committed hoftilities in that 
King's dominions. The Swedes were enlifted un- 
der a French fubfidy, and had declared their 
readinefs to favour the defigns in Germany, by the 
inofl: vigorous diverfion^ in their declining power, 
on the fide of Pomerania. The King of Denmark 
^nly preferved fame appearance of a pacific and 
j»€«ijral temper ; but was far from being depended 
upon, flK)uld he meet with an opportunity to avail 
himfelf and his dominions, by taking part with 

Bdlieve us. Sir, when we fay, that after paying our moft 
profound duty to his Ma}e% on dbis oocafion, we think pur- 
fftlves bound in gratitude to ^cknpwledge you as the next im- 
mediate caufe of the refiitution of our (hip and prize ; and we 
do with true iincerity of heart moft ardently wi(h and pray, 
that his Ms^efty may never want a minifler like yon, to hear 
l^ith impartiality, to advife with candour and judg^nent, and 
lldth the rooft Heady refolution to procure a proper redrefs 
ibf the grievances of his Majefty^s fub^e^s. We are, with the 
•Htmoft deference and refpeA, Sir, 

Lcbeck's-head, Your moft obliged, and 

ij; April, 1757* Moft obedient humble fervants. 

Compare this letter with the adirice ftnt from the Engliih am- 
•baflador at Madrid, page 29. Vol. II. and you wiH find, that 
the expectations of the proprietors were well founded. 

M 2 the 
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A. D. the grand confederates, who began to be equally 
^'^^'^' offcnfivc to Hefle and HanoVer, as to the Kino: 
of Pruflia. And the Emperor was accelerating, 
as much as the nature of his office would permit, 
the alFembling an army of the circles, which, un- 
der the name of an army of execution, was in- 
tended to favour and even to join the Auftrians, 
French and Ruffians ^. The French were driving 
the army of obfervation before them ; their arms 
diffufed terror wherever they marched, and there 
was not a court in Europe, where their intereft 
had not fuperceded that proteftion and refpeft the 
Britifh nation had a right to demand in neutral 
ports and ftates^ 

Of North Our affairs in North America were ftill upon 
the declivity of deftruftion, and by the advices 
received in the fpring it appeared that they ap- 

^ The colleges of the empire acknowledge the juftice of 
the complaints addrelTed to them by the Emperor and the 
Emprefs-Queen, concerning the King of Prq^a's invaiion of 
Bohemia and Saxony. They approved the Emperor's condu£b 
on this occafion, as having been entirely xronfbrmable to the 
laws and conilitutions of the empire, to the ordinance of exe- 
cation, to the peace of Weftphalia, and to his Imperii Ma- 
jefty's capitulation. They agreed thit proper niethods mull 
be taken to re-inflate the King of Poland in the pofTeflion'of 
his hereditary countries, and procure him a full indemnifica« 
tion for the prejudice he has fuffered, and alfo to procure for 
the Emprefs^Queen thefupport and fatisfa^on, which ihe has 
z right to expefl. At the fame time the colleges of (he em« 
pire refolved, that all the circles of the empire fhould treble 
,thelr refpeaivc contingents, in order to gain ihefe end?. N. B. 
The troops of the circles, by trebling the contingents, would 
have formed an army cf above 100,000 men. 

proached 
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proachcd nearer to the brink of ruin. For though A. D. 
Lord Loudon had diftinguifhed himfelf by his di- ^ 
ligence and wifdom in eftabliftiing an harmony, 
to unite the provinces heartily in the common 
caiife againft the triumphing enemy ; yet fuch was 
the lofs of Ofwego, that the enemy were become 
matters of all the lakes ; and thereby pofleffcd of 
every means, either to perfuade, or to compel the 
back Indians to defert, and to fight againft the • 
Englifh. This was followed by the lofs of the 
friendfhip or affiftance of the Six Nations, whole 
communicatbn was cut off by the impolitic de- 
molition of the forts at the Great Carrying Place, 
arid by the flopping up of Wood's Creek : and the 
delightful plantations on the German Flatts, and 
along the Mohawk river were immediately de- 
ftroyed by fire and fword. In a word, had not 
Fort William Henry, in which a confiderablc' 
gaiirifon had been placed ^t the conclufion of the ^ 
laft campaign ^ been ftrong enough to rcfift the 
power of the French, who marched againft it, 
early in the year, nothing could have prevented 
their over- running the whole continent of North 
America. 

The garrifon of this fort was alarmed "*, and in- Fort Wil- 
deed furprized with a noife and a light, at a con- ^Xm4* 
fiderable diftance down the lake, having kept no . 
fcouts, to watch the motions, nor fpies to dive 
into the operations and intentions of the enemy : 

I See page 4. Vol. II. 

« At about one o'clock in the morning of tbc 19th of 
March. 

M ^ and 
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A. I>. afid in about two houts after, the enemy's whde 
^ army was perceived to advance regularly upoft the 
ice towards the fort : but they were fo warmly re- 
ceived with a brifk fire both of the artillery and 
fmall arms of the garrifon, that the main body 
retreated ; and, after making two fruitlefs at* 
tempts to fet fire to a floop and the battoes be* 
longing to the fort, they with-drew at day breaks 
leaving behind them fome fealing ladders and 
combuftibles ; though they confifted of near 2006 
regulars, Canadians, and Indians, and were pro* 
vided with 300 fealing ladders, and all the necef* 
feries for a general affiault, 

Hol^ever they foon after appeared again oh the 
lake, and with parties on each fide of it^ difpofed 
in fuch a manner as indicated a rcfolution to fur- 
round the fort 3 biit though they advanced with 
great bravery, for Tome time, through a continual, 
fire of artillery and fntall arms from the garrifon, 
they once more retreated, for that day. 

On the 20th about midnight, they refumcd the 
ittack ; and it was refolved to ftorm the place 
with their whole army. But this proving alfo id* 
efFe&ual, and being driven back, they, after fet- 
ting fire to two floops, and burning inoft of the 
t^tcoes, retreated at day-break. 

Every thing appeared fa<^ourable, and about 
hoon the French arniy feemed to take the rout to 
Ticonderoga. But all on a fudden, two men 
were fent back with a red flag towards the fort ; 
fropfi whence an officer and four men were dif- 
patched to meet them 5 and they brought in one of 

thofc 
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thofc men, who had a letter from M. de Vau- A.D. 
dreui], commander of the French army, direfted ^^^* 
to the commanding officer of Fort William Hen- 
ry, fignifying " That he had fent M. le Chpva- Summoned 
** licr le Merceire, commander of the artillery, der?*'^^^* 
" to acquaint them with his refolution ; and that 
" he might give entire credit to wh^t he fhould 
V fay to him on his behalf/* 

M. le Mercier was the other perfon, and was 
now brought in blindfolded by another officer. 
His mcfTage was, in fubftance, " That M. de 
Vaudreuil was averfe to the fhedding of human 
blood, and ihould be glad to put s^n end to the 
war: and therefore, for this good end. That, 
as the Englifh, he laid, had been the aggre0brs, 
by incroaching upon his moft Chriftian Majefty's 
territories, and built forts on them, he propoied 
that the faid forts might be delivered up in a peace« 
able manner : that the garrifon fhould be allowed 
all the honours of war, and be permitted to carry 
9way all their moit valuable effeds, requiring only 
that fome thing might be left to gratify the In- 
dians, from whom they needed not be under any 
apprehenfion, as there were regulars enough to 
protedl the garrifon from any violence that might 
ofier : and concluded, that if theie terms were 
not accepted, they would immediately make a ge-> 
neral afTault, wli.ich| ihould they fucceed, the gar** 
rifon mud take the confequence/' 

To which the commanding officer in the fort Bravely 
returned this anfwer to the French commander^ <ief«n<icd. 

5' That his fixed refolution was to defend his Ma- 

M 4 jelly's 
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A D jefty's garrifon to the lafl: extremity." M. le Mer- 
^^'^* cier was then difmifled and conduftcd back blind-* 
folded : and foon after his arrival at his own ar- 
my,* the French wheeled about -, and every thing 
was made ready for a general affault. But neither 
the threats of the enemy, nor their fuperior num- 
bers could intimidate the garrifon, though at that 
time very fickly. The officers behaved with the 
greateft vigilance, care and refolution. The men 
were determined to, die rather than yield. So 
that, upon the return of the enemy to the attack, 
they were very roughly handled, and driven back 
a fecond time with confiderable lofs. Neverthe- 
lefs, as if this had been a fcrvice to be executed, 
at all events, the French commander once more 
returned to the affault ; and in the night made $, 
third general attack ; but with ho better fucccfs. 
He then fet fire to feveral ftore-houfes belonging 
to the provincial troops, and to all the huts of 
the rangers, which burnt with great fury^ but did 
no further damage ; and afterwards burnt a floop 
on the (locks, and then totally difappeared with 
his army. 
Dlflike of Nothing, but this gallant behaviour of a petty 

fry Toniu ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^e^ts of North America, offered 'to 
nues. affwage the ferment of the nation. Every other 
circumftance ferved only to increafe their indigna- 
tion againft the men, who had brought them 
into their ruinous condition ; had got poflcffion of 
the immenfe fums granted, laft parliament, on the 
good opinion^ the people entertained of the ad- 
miniftration under Mr. Pitt*' and fhewed the 

• fanie 
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fame difpofition to fquander the public money. A- D. 
as they had done in the preceeding year, without '^^'^* 
due attention to the national ftrength and intcreft. 

" It is no wortder therefore that the people 
** cried aloud for redrefs, and vigoroufly fup- 
•' ported the minority, in whofe wifdom, and in- 
** tegrity they could fafely confide. Here, fays 
*' a late author ", were exhibited ftrong proofs of 
** the natural Ipirit of a brave and free people, 
•' who had been treated like flaves, by bafc arts 

and the moft abufive language. It is a leflbn 

that ought to be precious to princes, efpecially 
** of this ifland ; while fuch men were in power, 
*' as the people difapproved, misfortune followed 
<^ misfortune, and the nation was divided and 
^' diftraited : but when fuch men are employed, 
*' as they do approve, unanimity, vigour and fuc- 
«< cefs crown their efforts. Thus a King, afting 
*« with his people, is all power and glory; but 
** without them he is nothing/* 

*• Such was the difconfolatc face of affairs, when The na- 
** the general voice of an abufed people roufed the fo""^^*^ 
•' Great into fear ; even thofe who had treated the Pitt. 
*' general voice of the people, with contempt, 
** dreaded the rod of national vengeance ; and 
*' therefore, when the cries of injury became 
•' louder and louder every day, from all parts of 
", the kingdom [and the partizans of L — r H — e 
made the intereft of the family a common caufe 
Vfith that of the nation, and joined the cry of the 

* See a Reriew of Mr. Pitt's Adininiftration^ 3d edit, 

people 
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A. D. people in the recommendation of Mr, Pitt] 
^7S7' c< jj^gy thcHight it high time to quit their gaming 
" tables, and fufFer a few honeft, wife and vigilant 
•' men, who had fpirit enough to fave this coun- 
try from the deftruftion, into which the others 
were going to tumble it, to approach the 
'^ throne.** And it is very certain, that the re* 
ftoration of Mr. Pitt to the office of fecretary of 
(tate might have much fooner taken place^ bad not 
that right honourable gentleman delired to be ex* 
cufcd the fervice,which, experience had taught him, 
was not to be performed with equal fatisfadion 
Hb aver- to his king and to his country. Mr. Pitt*s aver* 
ti^entaT^**' ^^^^ ^^ Continental meafures had brought him into 
connec- difsracc with his royal mafter i whofe affedtiona 
were naturally warped towards his native country* 
Thcfe meafures had always been the way for xQf» 
commendation to the royal favour ; and yet al- 
ways th,e i;uin of* the national interefl: ; and. if$ 
once more permitted to fuperceed our country-s 
caufe, might prove the deftrudion not only of our 
colonies and trade ; but alfo of the royal .fiamily 
on the throne. A forefight, which was fo evident 

to the court of the P , that they unanimoufly, 

and with moft folemn engagements to fiipport 
his meafures and favour ' with the King againft 
the fadion, that had worked him out before^ 
conjured Mr. P,itt to refume the feals ; inr 
treating him, in the moft prevailing maimer, 
to fave the family, to fave the nation, by pre^ 
venting the excefs of meafures, which the faiHngs 
of the — — ^ had made unavoidable, and by turn- 
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ing, what could not be avoided in the local attach- A- B. 
men ts, to fotne national advantage* ^^^^' 

Here we find a temperament to prevent theThetcm- 
irfisfOrtUnes, ttet might arife from tht two ex-PJ^^^^"^ 
ti'efties, between .ail attention to the continefit^ 
and no attention. It was now propofed to gratify 
the Prificfe tipon the throne, not with engaging in 
dll the bufineft of the continent without refervfc, 
and f^ to plunge ourftlves info real evils out of 
dfead of poflible mifchiefs ; but with afliftiilg 
our friends and allies^ on the continent^ in way& 
and meaiid moft agreeable to our infular fituation ; 
which is, by way of diverfion with our fleets, and 
with fuch land force atvl money, as our ftrength 
and finances^ our intereil, and the importance of 
the quarrel, fllall require. 

Thus we fee when the nation was almoft ruined 
by the conflidl for power, Mr. Pitt, quite retired 
from the noifc of the world, quite difembarraflcd, 
and content to enjoy the comforts of Hfe without 
further honour^, than the general approbation of 
his fellow-fubjeds, as well as the confcioufneft of ^ 

having ferved hi^ King and country with wildoni 
and fidelity, was ready to facrificc his private eafe 
to the public trouble; thslt he might pkad the 
caufc of his country ih. the cabinet, as well as in 

the fenate, and that he might give the »• • 

the moft convincing proof of his fincere attach- 
ment to the intereft of the family in pofleffion of 
the crown. And further it muft be remarked, 
That Mr. Pitt, by accepting of the feals, under 
thefe circuniftances, ^fe apprehend, could not be 

charged 
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A. D. charged with any confequcnces arifing from con- 
^^^^* tinental meafurcs, which were not in his powe^ 
to prevent, in oppofition to the King and the 
council ; but only for thofe meafures, which ht 
advifed, or did not endeavour to make them fub* 
fervient to the intereft of Great Britain. 
Mr. Pitt The temperament being thus > fettled betwfeen 
rcftored. i\^ friends of our country and the family, with 
all due fubmiffion be it faid, Mr. Pitt yielded to 
their intreaties, and a coalition was formed in the 
beft manner the prefent circumftances would per- 
mit 5 when it would have been impoffible for any 
particular party to carry on the public bufinefs on 
its own fingle bottom* A change in the adminiftra- 
tion was brought to pals. The feals of fecretary 
of ftate were given to Mr. Pitt ^. The Duke 
of Newcaftle was appointed firft Lord of the.trea- 
fury.. Mr. Legge chancellor of the exchequer. 
Lord Anfon was made firft Lord of the admiralty. 
Lord Temple was appointed Lord privy-feal, and 
Mn Fox was made paymafter of the forces. 
The com-- Here we may date the beginning of Mr. Pitt's 
fncnccmcnt adminiftration : and it began with the only heal- 

ef his ad- /• t t i . 

miniftra- ing meafurc that could be purfued. The parties 
^**"* themfelves were fatisfied, and fo were their nu- 
merous friends : part of whom were put into of- 
fices of lefs importance. The minifters conde- 
fcended to an amicable capitulation in their ftve- 
ral opinions, which they had violently pufhed in 
their feveral extremes ; and from that moment 

« Oh the 29th of June 1757. 

th« 
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the nation began to hope, the counfel to be una- A. D. 
nimous, and fpirit to revive amongft the people; *^^^* 
for, though they blamed the Lords at the head of 
the treafury and admiralty board, and the pay- 
mafter of the forces, for all their miicarriages and 
misfortAines, their opinion of Mr. Pitt's dili- 
gence and capacity obliterated the remembrance of . 
paft errors in his aflbciai^s, who feemed heretofore 
jlnflexibly oppofite to him ; and they trufted folely^ 
to his wifdom, for themeafures to humble France. 

The miniftry was not only eftablifhed in out- Agreeable 
ward form, by this arrangement, but even in the * j^'^^* ^*®' 
hearts of men, as Bolinbroke fays, by Mr. Pitt 
being allowed to be the principal director of af- 
fairs, without his affuming to become a premier. 
The genius of England feemed to rife with the 
admimftration, and ^ new foul diiHifed itfelf 
throughout all ranks of people ; whofe hearts 
burnt with refentment to wipe out pad difgraces ; 
and to reftore the glory, honour and true charadler 
of their country p. 

The difficulties Mr. Pitt had to encounter atpjgj^j^^g 
his refuming the feals, were greatly increafed ftnce jncreafed 
his firft appointment to the dire^on of pubjic miniftra** 
affairs, in December lafl. As the ' powers on the '^^^^ 
continent perceived fuch diflraftions in our nation, 
fuch <livif]ons amongft the Great, and fo little wif* 
dom and vigour in otir councils ; not only the 
Spaniards, but the petty ftate of Malta, and the 

« 

p Se.e rieview of Mr. Fxtt*s admiiufbation pa|;e z^, z6m 
zj. Third edition. 
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A. D. Regency of Tafcany, ^erc fpirited op by the gaf- 
'^^' oonades of France, and the example of Spain, in 
the forcible detention of the Antigallican and her 
prize, and thoiight them&lves fafe front the refent* 
menc of Great Britain, in their moft partial actions 
towards our enemies : as appears in the cafe of the 
St. George private (hip of war, Captain Fortunatus 
Wright, who in an Englifh privateer was become 
ttie terror of the French in the Mediterranean K 
One of his prizes,* which he carried into Malta, 
was dfetained by th^t government, upon a falfc 
daim rmade by the French. And he wa£ threatned 
by the Regency of Leghorn to be arretted and 
his privateer to be iHzed, for doing no more than 
dcfeaiding himfelf againft two French privateers 
within the port of Ferraio : according to the ae- 
count in the note bdow% The delay of the 

American 

^ He had defiroyed pn^e pp^vateer, diral}led uiothjerj anj 
taken ten pnzes.' 

' ExtraSi of (I letter from Leghorn^ March Zl . 

^* We advifcd you in oar laft of the departure of the St. 

G^otge, Captain- Wright, with four prises, under convoy of 

thfi Jerfey inan of war, for Cygljvi and this place. We yeiter- 

. . day receivisd.an eyprefs from Fqrto Ferraio, acquainting us 

of the arrival there of a prize bejonging to Captain ^ilfon, 

and one of Captain Wright's, who parted with. the convoy 

in a liard ^ale of wind. The infolence of the French, tW 

HI. 9eutrAl podSy heightens to th^ gceateft degree ; dB yx)a*U 

Uiink from tl^^qpndudt of c1)e captains of two F|^qh:priva- 

teers that happened to be in Porto Ferraio on the arrival of 

the two afore-mentioned prizes ; they immediately addreiTed 

the goveraor, requeuing him ta order them for Tea, as being 

the captm^s of a pyrate; the governor's teply was, that oi 

. \ ^ ^ they 
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American armament, which he had fo fcafonably A. D* 
advifed and fet a foot, had given the French an *^^^* 
opportunity to counteraft their intention : and at 
his re-appointment to the direftion of public af- 
fairs, he found the enemy more powerftd both in 
America, more formidable an the continent of 
Europe, and with a more relpeftabic na^, than 
at the commencement of the w^r. The army 

Jthey came in under Englijh colours, he would prote^ thtm, 
aad ordered titem, at their peril, to commit aiiy violence ; but 
they made light of the governor's orders, fince by a veffel 
arrived here to day we have advice of their attempt to cut out 
<?aptain Wright's prize i *the two privateers got ready for fea, 
with their anchors aboard, and fent their boats to cut her 
xable : the captain of the prize had only tioie to get fome 
muikets loaded^ they £red>a voily at the boats, and killed one 
xnan ; this alarmed the centinels, when notice was jfent to the 
governor, who immediately orderdd the two privateers to 
depart, upon Which they went to Porto Lungoni, in the fame 
ifland : they mount 1 8 ^nns eack, and there are thuee move ' 

privateers on the cioaft. It i^.qot furprizingt^iat the French 

ftould attempt to treat Captain Wright as a pyrate after the 
example fet them by this government ; and we are forry to ac- 
quaint you, that fo far from obtaining any redrefs for the in- 
juries done him here, to the amount of 300I. though we are af. 
fured the ftrongeft reprefentationfi have been made to the court 
of Vienna, Sir Horatio Mann has wrote oll^conful word, th^t 
Jiesittd not think of coming into Leghorn, if he ihould, they 
will fcixe the privateer and lay him under an arreft. Thefe are 
the menaces from a neutral power to the Britiih flag. The 
Malteze have detained one of Captain Wright's prizes on a 
falfetjlaim made by the French. Upon the whole, we don't' » 
- know \^hat he maA undei^o for having been fo a6live ^ainft 
the enemies of his country, as to deftroy one privateer, difable 
another, and take ten prizes : fuch is our miferable iituation 
inthe Mediterranean!'* ' 

of 

/ 
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A. D.. of obfervation, under His Royal Highnefs the 
*757* Duke of Cumberland obliged to retreat before 
M. de Eftrees, The Auflrian army in Bohemia 
augmented to 100,000 men, under Prince Charles 
of Lorrain, affifted by M.. Brown. The Ruffians 
under M. Apraxin-, to the number of 60,000, and 
a ftrong fleet in the Blaltic, to co-operate with the 
army, were on the back of his Pruffian Majefty. 
Befidcs the Swedes joined by 6000 Mecklenbourg- 
crs brought up the rear of thofe great armies^ 
which had taken the field to dcftroy, or reduce the 
heir of the Marquifes of Brandenbourg, who for 
his great abilities had made himfelf hated by the 
Houftof Auftria. 
Advan- The only favourable circumftance to check the 
tages arif- ambition aitd arms of France was the hopes con- 

fng rroin a , 

treaty with ccived from our alliance with the King of Pruffia ; 
rrauia. ^j^^fg g^gj^t abilities and valour filled the Englifh 

with fuch expeftations from a ftrifter connexion 
with him, finCe their own aflfairs teemed with dif- 
grace and ruin, that they naturally began to wiffi, 
and even to claim an extention of the treaty with 
Pruffia, which hitherto was no more than a conven- 
tion of neutrality^ for the defence of each ethers Ger- 
man dominions^ to a treaty of alliance with the King 
of Pruffia, whereby his armSy in confideration'of a 
^ fubfidy^ might be brought againft France. For, as 
the French had got the ftart of us in North Ame- 
rica, ^nd feemed to be in a condition to wrcft that 
part of the new world entirely out of our poflcf- 
fion -, they that were moft fanguine in the caufc of 
our country grew more eager for an alliance with 
, ' Pruffia; 
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P^ffia ; that -would, in their b{)inioni find em- A. D^ 
jployment for the arms of France at home, and '^^^ 
tJeprive them 6f thofe means, which were .ncccf- 
iary to pulh their fucceflcs in North Anierica. 
♦ **^ Thus the former adminiftration not only laid The fovn^ 
the foundation of an alliance with PrufTia 5 butf^H^^^^f 

tnat treaty 

ty the ill fuccefs of our affaifs under their direc- laid by tho 
tion, they fo dif{Hrited the people, as to make them ftryr****' 
(even them, who have fince declaimed againft it) 
call out for an alliance with that monarch, who 
had been hitherto attended wit{i fuccefs. So that, 
if the alliance, which was afterwards made in con- 
-fequehce of this humour, proved prejudicial to 
the interefts of Great Britain ; that prejudice or 
injury ought to be charged upon thofe, wiio, by 
their mifmanagement, provoked the people to call 
for fuch alliance, as the only hope of retrieving 
the ill ftate of their affairs ; and not upon the mi- 
.nifter, who did all in his power to turn its ad van* 
ti^e in favour of our American war *." 

The King of Pruflia in pofleflion of Saxonj^ ^j,^ ^ 
andfenfible of the ftorm gathering againft him,^™®*'*. 
reived to make Drefden his place of arms, and Sazony. 
CO beiar the l^eat and burden of the war : for which 
puipofe he . immediately fet about the improve- 
.ment of its fortifications, under his own infpec- 
don, and to fill the magazines and arfenals with 
cbe neceflary ftores and impliments of war. As 
to the reft of this conquered Electorate : none 
were permitted to keep arms, but fuch as a(5tually 

' See a review of Mr, Pitt's admkuftratioDy page 20^ 21^ 
third edition. 

.Vol* II. N tools 

.J5 
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A.D. took them up under (he PruIIian banner: tkf 
^'*^* wholp country was rpduccjd to the greateft flatc oif 
flavery : And as to the attempts of the Auflrians^ 
there were fgch difpoiitions made on the borders of 
Bohemia, that they covered.his quarters and terri- 
tories effeftgally from any ififults or furprize. 
His no- While every martial difporition was carrying on 
Si'J^fng v^* diligence, his PruflSan Majefty did not forget 
Saxony, ^q publifli his mptives for invading Saxony^ an4 
attacking the Emprefs Q^en. Accordingly hp 
publiihed a memorial, fetting forth the condudb 
of the courts of Vienna and S^i^ony, and their 
dangerous deCigns s^^inft hWy with the original 
documents in proof of tbeni. 

In this memorial it is declared, ^^ That, the 
reafons, which had laid the King of Pruflia under 
the neceflicy of taking up arms againfl: the cojiut 
of Vienna, and of iecuring the King of Poland's 
hereditary dominions, during the prefent was, 
were founded upon the ftrideft rules of juftice 
. ^d equity -, not upon motives of aml^tion, or 
views of aggrandizement ; but upon a feries of 
projeAs, confpiracies and treachery, on the part 
of thofe two courts, that bad obliged his Majefty 
to provide for his own defence and fafety. Th^t 
the dffcoveries he had made on this important 
fubjeft, fet this truth in a full light, and that the 
proofs, in his hands, amount to a diemonftradon 
of the juftice of his caufe, and the wicked prac- 
tices of thofe, who have forced him to come to 
fuch fad extremities : and that his Majefty thought 
it incumbent upon him to procure the originab <ff 
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^ thofe proofs^ fropies of which had bng fiactt cdhie A, p. 
. to his knowledge j th^t he might put it out of the ^^^^^ 
power of his enemies to deny the real cxiftence and 

truth of them. 

• ... . ^ . ^ - 

His Pruffian Majefty begihs his proofs with, a , 
treaty of eventual partition of his dominions be- 
tween the courts of Vienna and Saxony, wherein 
the contrafting powers, immediately after they 
had fignfed a treaty of peace, on 25 Dec. 1745,* at 
• Drefden, in which the King of Pruflia had given 
' Ihining proofs of his love of peace, difintereftecj- 
nefs and moderation, combined tofeize an oppor- 
tunity to attack the King of Pruffia and to divide . 
his dominions \ He then exhibits a new treaty 

of 



t 



* To prove this the. treaty itfelf is produced, which is in 
fabftaiice as follows :' — " Experience having but too well fli6wn 
how far the King of Pruffia carries his evil intentions, in ord^r 
to difturb the repofe of his neighbours ; and that prince hav- 
ing, on the one hand, repeatedly invaded and liid wafte the 
dominions of her Majefty the Queen of Hungary and Bohe<- 
ttiia; and, on the other fide, alarmed his Majefty the King 
of Poland, Eleflor of Saxony, by divers menaces, warlike 
preparations, and violently pafiing through his territories, for 
which it has not been poflible to. obtain due fatisfadlion for 
time paft, norfufiicient fecnrity for the. future; it has been 
con£dered, that this double, end cannot be obtained till the faid 
formidable neighbour is reduced within harrow bounds. For 
thefe reafons, his Majefty the King of Poland, Eleftor of 
"Saxony, as an auxiliary ally, and her Majefty the Queen of 
Hungary and Bohemia, as a party attacked and at war, have 
agreed, by the prefent (eperate and tecttt aA, to employ their 
joint cfibrts, not only to perform fully the zQl paflbd betweea 
their* Majefties the 6th [17th] of Kfay i^^4, and the iriea- 
fures concerted- in confcquence' of thi dngagijmertts entered 

N 2 - into 
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A. D. of alliance propofed by the court of Vienna to tfic 
^^^^' court of Drcfdcn, in which was renewed the 

treaty 

into by their treaty of alliince the 2th of Janaary 174$, with 
the maritime powers ; bat likewife, that neither the one nor 
the other (hall lay down their arms, tiU, be&ies the cpnqoeft 
of all Silcfia and the county of Glatx, the King of Pruffia be 

fmher reduced. 

And that they may previoody underftand one another, wifh 
regard to the partition of the conqaefts to be made, feeing the 
8th article of the faid treaty of Warfaw only fettled in general 
terms, that his Majefty the King of Poland, Eleaof of Saxoiiy, 
is to partake of the advantages, by baying fach territories as 
lie convenient for him ; it has appeared neceffary to ^diftingvifli 
the cafes that may hereafter happen, and come to a right oa- 
derftanding about each of them. 

Suppofe then, that befides the recovery of all Sil'efia and* 
the county of Glatz, they ihould conquer from the faid King 
the dutchy of Magdeburg, including therein the circle of Saal^ 
the principality of CrofTen, with the circle of Zullichau be- 
lonring thereto, and the Fiefs of Bohemia poffefled by that 
King, andfituatedinLufatia; namely, Cotbus, Peits, Storc- 
kow, Beeikau, Somerfeld,^ and other places and dilb-ifU be- 
longing thereto. In this cafe, all Silefia and the county of 
Glatz, excepting Swibus, muft return to her Majefty the 
Queen of Hungary and Bohemia, who, in exchange cedes all 
the reft juft mentioned, with the diff rift df' Swibus, belonging 
othcrwife to Silefia, to'hi^ Majefty Ae King of Poland, Elec- 

tor of Saxony. 

Suppofing on the contrary, that befides the recovering of 
all Sile£a and county of Glatz, they could conquer upon the 
aggrcflbr no more than the circle of Saal, the principality of 
Croflen, with the circle of Zullichiu, and the above-men- 
tioned Fiefs of Bohemia belonging to him in Lufatia ; then 
his Polifh Majefty, Eleftor of Saxony, fhall be content with 
this laft partition and the diftrid of Swibus, leaving in like 
maimn to hex Majtf y the (Ja^en of Hungary and Bohemia* 

ail 
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treaty ^f Eventual Partition of icHc 1 8 May 1 745. A. p. 
And the court of Saxony, as he obferves, thinking *^^^* 
it ncceflary, in the firft place, to give a greater 
confiftency to their plan, Ijy grounding ' it upon 
an alliance between the courts of Ruffia and 
Vienna; thofe two .powers did. on May the 22d 
174^ conclude a dcfcnfive alliance at Peterfbourg : 
but that the oftenfible part of it wa$ drawn up 
merely with a view to cbnceal the fix fecret articles 
thereof from the knowledge of the public, the 
4th ofi which was levelled fingly at Pruifia. In 
which treaty he admits that the Emprefs Queen 

of Hungary and Bohemia did fet out with apr6- 

■ > 

all Silefia and the coanty of Glatz, Swibas excepted. But 
fiippofe, in fine, that, contrary to all exped^adon, and in fpitc 
of the joint efforts above»inentioned, they could conquer^ be« 
fides the county of Glatz^ and the whole of Silefia, no more 
Aan the principality of Croffen, with the circle of ZuUiehau^ 
tndthe abovefaid ^fs of Bohemia, poflefled by thefaid King 
}n Lufatia : In this cafe, his Poljih Maiefty fhall have, befides 
the principality^ the ciricle.and the iiefs juft m.entioned, the 
diibidl of Swibas, otherwife belonging to Silefi^. 

And her Majefty the Queen of Hungary and Bohemia, en- 
gages in the (bongeft and moft folemn manner, that his Ma- 
jelly, the King of Poland,, Ele^r of Saxony, iball have pre* < 
cifely the fame fecurities for thefe new acquiiitions, which fhe 
ihali or may have for the recovery of her antient patrimonial 
Cerritories, that is to fay, Silefia and the county of Glatz. 

To this end die Saxon troops of his Polifh Majefty fhall re- 
nuin in re-conquered Silefia, till his. ftipulated fhare be ef- 
fefted, at lead according to the laft of the cafes above-men- 
doned. After which the high cOntra£Ung parties ihall reel' 
procally guaranty, &c. 

Done at LeJpfick. the ^^ g j AUGU^T^S H- 

#8thof May, 1745. ^ ' « . 

fj 3 teftatiofi 
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A. D. ttftation religi©ufly to obfetve the treaty of 
•?^7* ijrefejen, but that her reaj way of thinking upoA 
^\\\$ point in the following words, in the fatno 
fre^ty : 'Mf the King g£ Pruflia fliould be tho 
•' J§rft'fo cjepait from this peace, by attacking 
^* either her Majefty the Emprefs Queen of Hun^ 
*:* gary and Bpl>c#i>ia» or her Majefty the Empieft 
^* of Ruflia, or evtfn the republic of Poland, in 
** aB ^hich cafes the rights of her Majefty tho 
*' Epiprefs Queen to Silefia and the county of 
^^ Glatz^ would agaia take.piace, and recosef 
f ^ th^k full efieA ; the tvno contrafling parties. &M 
^^ mutuaOy affift leacb other with^ &rc. to €ov^ 
** quer Silefia, &c." extends the infraftion of 
iht treaty of Drcfdeh to aiiy difpute, that might 
arife between Pruflia and Ruffia, or Poland, aru^ 
to be afufficient gr(?4j;id for. a revival of the righta 
of the Houfe- of Auftria to Silefia ; though' n.ei-^ 
tbejf Ruflia noir the republic of Poland are at ali 
concerned in the treaty of Drefden. But it ii 
obvious, fays he, that, by this article the court 
of Vienna hasi prepared three pretences for the 
recovery of Silefia j and by comparing it wkh hef 
coedudt from that time it did vifibly appear, that 
(he thought to attain her end, either by provoking 
the lK,ing to commp^nce a war againft her, or by 
.kindling one between his Majefty and Ruflia, or 
Pokund^ by her fecreis iiitf igues and machinations^ - 
• KRs Pruffi^n Majefty produces the inftruftions 
to the Saxon minifters at Peterfbpurg and Vienna, 
to prove the time when the Eleftor of Saxony 
iia!S -inifi«ed to aoceed to this treaty, and the eager- 

" ' nefs 



THE L A 1^£ W A R. 1^9 

'iirfs with which he accepted that invitation'. A. D. 
•And then iisaka this obfervition and in&lence : ^^^* 

as 

' « * In thefe iDftroAion^, which are recited at large, ate 
ifhefe remarkable particulars:* •* As to the principal treaty bt- 
tween the tt^O Imperial courts; the King is entirely difpoftid 
to accede thereto, without any othei* reftridion, than diat of 
the Bomber of Woop9» which they have reciprocally fUpolated 
therein, for the or^aary cafes of giving fncconrs. Bat the 
King's acceffion to the fix fe[^rate articles, five of which a^ 
fecreti require much more reftri€lion and adjuftmenti whh re- 
gard to the King's cdnveni^ncy. 

As to the fiiil iecret ai^lei^ which concerns the guaranty 
of the Grand Dufce^ Rufla*s pefieffions, as Duke of Ho). 
<ftem*SMwicfe, and of his ducal hotofity the Emprefs of Ra^ 
will be pleafed to confider how tenderly and cautioufly tiic 
King muft behave towards the court of Denmark, on aceourit 
of his afiinity and right of eventual fiicceiliDn ; and therefor^ 
the fidd foverei'gn, as' wdl as ^^ E^preis Queen, and even 
«he Emperor her confort; will noc, inf^return, refefe the Kin^ 
and his poft^ity the^guaranty of the^ ftKcpffion to the thronib 
of Denmark, which in time may fall to a Prince of the ele^ot 
rat houfe 6f Saxony. 

< And as to th^ fourth' article, which regards eventual and 
ftrdngef taieafures ^gainlt a new^ fadden, and unexpeAed at* 
taek from die King of Prufia,. the King acknowledges there- 
Ih the prudent for eci^ of the two j^mprefles, in thinking be* 
ibrehand how io concert tfiatters together, and powerfully 
ffflid otie another, if, contrary to beiter expedations, and nob. 
ivithitamKng then* fcrupulous attencion'to obfervc their treaties ^ 
Kdth (he tMftkice, the kcter fliottlA invade the doatmnons bf 
eith^of them ; and in this cafe tiM King is ready enough td 
cehcor in the fame meafures ; .but as he n the nioft expofed to 
(Me reftntment of fa formidable andreillefs a neighbour, wit^ 
iiefs the fad experience his Majefiy has lately had of it ; theiif 
Inl^peru^ Majeflies cannot think it llrange, that the King, be-* 
ford enteringinto fiicbanewi ev^ttfal, and exteiffive engage* 
'* N 4 . meat, 
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A. D. as the court of Saxony dotfs thus betray t^tdif 
^^^'^* wadinefs to enter into all the oflfenfive engage- 
ments 

tndnty ibould Cake better precautiQiUt at well for. his fecurity 
and mutual defence, as for his being indemnified, and recoii^ 
penfed in proportion to his eiForts, arid the progrefs made 
againU fuch an aggreflbr. 

To this end the Qount de Vicedom, and the Siear VesuAi 
Iball aflc the Imperial miniftecs plenipotentiariesy x. What 
number of troops, in fach a cafe, their fovereigns defire of the 
King ; and, in return, with how many will each of them 
aflift him ? And 2d\y, That this fuccour defired of the Kin; 
beiiotdifpfoportionate'to the ftrengthof his army. 3. That 
the two Imperial courts muft promife dooUe the nomber te 
the King. 4. That the two Emprefiea muft.each engage to 
keep at leaftducha body of their troops, in a moveable condi- 
tion, and ready tp march to the ^fliflance of his Majefly, one 
fipon the frontiers of Pruflia, ai^d the other in Bohemia. 5. 
That they likewife oblige themfelves to let the King come in 
for a ihare of the prifoners; fpoils, and conquefts they fhall 
make jointly, or fep^rateiy on tl^^ aggreiTor, and thereby the 
(ommon enemy. 

With refpefl to this laft point, and the partition of the con^ 
Qnefb to be fn^de, the King's miniders plenipotentiaries are to 
a(k the Ruffian minifler, whajt his fovereign's offers are ; an4 
to declare, relative to the Emprefs Queen qf (iuqgary and 
Bohemi4, that fuppofing thi$ Princefs were attacked again by 
|he king pf Pru^Tia, and fhould recpver not only Sile^a an4 
die county of Glatz, but likewife fucceed in reducing that ag- 
greflbr within narrower bounds, the King of Poland, 9s Eledaat 
bf Saxony, would abide by the partition ftipulated between 
her and bis Majefty by the. convention figned ^t Leipfic th9 
18th of May I745» 4 ^PPX ^^ which the reiident Peloid re-* 
ceived, enclpfed in a letter from the miniftr/ of the i4th of * 
' Kovember foUqwing ; excepting the third degree of partitioh 
defined therein, with which his Majefty cannot be fatis^d | . 
Alice ill cafe the Eniprefs Que^n lhould.be a^ble t<>conqiierg 
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inertts of the WMf of Peterfboui^ ; and as tbey A. p. 

\mt beeft fiote the peace, thc^ revivers of the *^^'" 

Partition treaty; made againft the King during 

the laft war ; they had juftified his Majefty in re^^ 

fentihg a treaty inade againft hhn; notwithftanding 

the gtoeral amnefty fettled by the treaty of Dref- 

den; as appears from the opinion of the Saxon 

pnvy Q6imcil ; who upon being confulted about 

this very fourth fecret article on the 15. Aug. 

1747 and the 17 Sep, 1748, gave it, as their 

opinion, " That the faid article exceeds the ufual 

*' rules. — and if his Polifli Majefty ihouid approve 

^"by.his acceffion, a principle "^ fo rqpugoant to 

^^ the ordinary rules, the King oi Pruffia, (hould 

•^ he hear of it, might charge hhn with a viol*- 

*^ tion of the treaty of Drefden, ^d their apprft- 

^^ benlipns from his PruQian MajeHty would great* 

« ly ir^ ^- " 



liefides the county of Gtatz and all Silefia, no more tlian tlJb 
prindpaUty of CroiTen, with the prdc of Zullichau» and the 
Fieff of Bohemia pofTeiTed by the King of Prufiia in Lufati^^ 
it would be neceiTary to grant eventually to the Eang» £le6lor 
of Saxony, a more coniiderable ihare in thofe. conquers, than 
the faid jprindpalityi the . drcle, and the Fiefs : His Majefty 
will wait for the offers pf the pourt of Vienna on this hea4» 
and will or4er the Count de Lo(s to negptiate thereupon s 
wiihing only that the Ruffian courj: would ufe iu good offipeft 
to obtain, in this cafe, a better partition for the King froqi 
the Emprefs Queen, and then fecure and guaranty to his Ma« 
Jefty the acqfiifition thereof. 

(L* S.) AircvsTus K* 
Written at Drefiien, th^ C. de Br. 

23dof M^y, 1747. dbWaltheiu 

^ That an auxiliary potentate is to be confidered on th«^ 
^tfffi^i as the belligerent power^ &c« 

a He 
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A. D. Headd^th^f Count Bruhl «rasfd well apprized, 
^'^^'^' and conTinced of thit tnrth, thai he did ati ki his 
power, to concical the fix fecret m-tieles above*men- 
tfoned. For the proof of this he cittfsl ioftru^ions 
to Count Lofs, the Saxon midifter at Pdr1$*. Add, 
though coritimics his Majefty the <ottrt df Saxony 
'deferred thek acceedbg to the ft^aty^' iw^form; 
^hcfy did not' fait to aiibre thuir confederacesy th^ 
they wdrerdadyto^acceed to it,- ais fooA as if could 
fee done without too evident ft rfflt, arid thcir"fliafe 
of rhe advantages to be gain^d^ Ihould befecured 
to them'. 

Several paflkjges trf lettto were cxtraAed in this 
memorial one ^ from Count Flertitoing to Count 
BnihU in wfifch it is faid^, ^* That Count Uhiefield 
"** had chargecf htm- to reprefent a-freftr to his 
♦^ coart, thatv they cotild not take too ffeture mea- 
** fures againft the ambitious views- of the King 
^^ of Truffiav and that Saxony more efpecially, as 
'^* being the moft expofed) codd not be too eau>- 

tious in gtrarding againft them ; that it wai^ of 
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y General d^Arnim, when he wad goirfg t» PeUribbarg,. in 
•quality of litiihfffcr frcrttt Saxoriy, vTas iflftru^^- to dtotkrtf, 
-That (hcforcia^TdWSi Majdly'^ aeteffidn) tli«t#cylnipeL 
liai court^fhonild^ptdiniferliini^ ift caf«^f an toftihi^ftvifioii' 6f 
iih patrfmoAi^I dtoihmioxn in G«rnfiinyy a fp^df, fur^, m^ 
fafficicut alSflfafircev. by means of two arinids t<>6c sAw^ys^kcpt 
ready on the refpe£live frontiers, it^iAcM vAighvhifMviSo'fat^ 
COiir biftf ifAmediately, or to make a diveriion according to the 
exigency of ^e cafe ; and in fne, that t^jHatt J^sfiPdi tkpae 
in tte advdnfaps that mt^ hi gmned by f$Qifut^i in^ tiMir^ it 
fifitiwli ikUrminsd.''^ ; >. .. 

^ Dated z8 Feb. ijij. , .,, 
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M.thehi^cft importance to ftrengthcn their old A,p> 
•' engagements, upon the footing propofed* by the ^^^^' 

V hitc Coimt Harrach ki 1 745, that this might be 
^^ done upon occafion of the acceffion to the treaty 
^*^ of Peterfburg ^ or in any other manner, which 
^< fliQold - fecm fittfift for keeping it fecret^ and 
^ that he thought the piefent fituation 6f affeira 
^ abfolutely requn-qd the aHied courts to unite 
*:» cteftrriitn ever, foas^ tteit altftmuli anfiverfor 
** iach one^ and each one far. aU^ To whieh Coanc 
Pruhl anfwcred % ^^ That his PbUih Majefty was 
^ not dififtclined to treat afterwards in tbe utmoffi 
*' fecrecy, with the court cf Vienna, about foe- 

V couf s, by private and. .conBdeotial declarations^ 
" relative to th« 4^1 focret article of the treaty of 
^^ Peterfburg, provided reafanabk coaditlons and 
<< advaptagcs be granted, him." And concludcf,^ 
y^ That it is his previous, opinion, that what was* 
*' prpmifedcby the Emprefe QJueen*s declaration * 
*' of tfee 3d of May 1745, may fervefor a'bafis.** 
-r- Another out of a difpatch from Count Flemming 
to Count Bruhl, in which the former writes: 
** Your excellency knows the great objeftions, 

** which the.court of Peterfburg made to us in the ' 
•'.laft- war, when we reclaimed the- cafm fcdtris: 
y^ and y0ui?'€36cejlencywyialfo remember the an-» 
** fwer^ which their minifters gave us,* when we 
!' were preflW tp accced to the treaty of Peterf* 
'/ burg of 1746, and we (hewed our wiHingneft 



• Dated 8 March 1753. 

^ This is the very treaty of Partition, figned at Vienna oi| 
|d May, and at'Drefden on the \% May 1745. 
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A- p; ^ to do. It, upon coxtditton that wBjhouldmt appiar 
m?' *t ^p^^ tbiftage^ till after the King of Pruffiajhould 
** be attacked J and his forces divided ; that we might 
^not from the fituatioa of our country hazard 
** our;faUing the firft facrificc.'*-*-The following 
gaifage from the Sieur Funck's difpatch of the 
7 June ^iTSi% " That having had the queftion 
.** put to him at Peterfburg, whether his court 

X •* would not take up arms, in cafe of ^ war with 

•♦Pruffia; and. having replied, That the fituation 
«* of Saxony did not permit it to'eriter Ae lifts, 
** till its powerful neighbour fhouJd' be beat out 
*• of the field •," he was anfwcred, ' ** TKat he 
** j^ged rightly. For, ^tbe Saxons ought to iOait 
*♦ till the knight was thrown out of tbefaddk.^^ ' 

Hence his Pruffian Majefty obferved, iThat it 
is evident, the court of Saxony, without having 
acceded to the treaty of Peterfburg in form, were 
not the lefs an accomplice in the dangerous defigns, 
which the court of Vienna has grounded upon 
this treaty ; and that, having been dilpenfed with 
by their filjies, from i formal : concurrence, tliey 
had only waited for the rfioment, when they 
might, without running- too great a rifle, concuf 
in eflFca, ^.Ihare the fpoik of their neighbour, * 
In. expeftation of this period, contiftue^- fhe 
memorial, the Auftnan and Saxon mihiftcrs la- 
l?ourcd in, concert, and privately, to prepare the 
]gicai>s: of putting their. intentions into execution. 
And as it was laid down, as a principle in the fecret 
treaty of Peterfburg, that any war whatever be- 
twecp the King and RufTia Would authorize thf 



4C 
CC 



Emprefi Queen to re-enter and take SUcfia : there A. i>- 

was nothing more to be done, than to fpirit up ^^^' 

' futh a war. Therefore every art was ufed to em- 

broil the King irrcconcilabfy with the Etnprefs of 

Ruflia, arid to provoke that Princefs by all forts 

of faUe inGnuations, impoftures and atrocious 

calumnies ; as may be collected from ieveral dif- 

' patches and inftru&ions to the Auftriao and Saxon 

" minifters at Peterfburg. — Mr. Vicedom, the Saxon 

minifter^ infornis, " That Baron Pretlack, mini- 

fteir . from Vienna rejoiced, upon his having 

£)und' means by confidential communications 

*• from^ his court, concerning various iecret prac- 

*^ tices of the King of Prufiia to the -prejudice of 

<^ her. Imperial Majefty, to raife ideas in her, 

** which bad carried her enmity to the higheft 

^* pitch; and that the two minifters of Vienna 

and Saxony conicerted together the means of 

bringing about ^ accommodation between the 

Emprefs Queen, and France, in order that the 

^* former inight be able to make head againft the 

** King of Pruffia," . Count Bernes ^ exagge^ 

rated the military arrangements of the King of 

Pruflla : a^d affirmed . that the court of Pruffia 

was concerned in a plot hatching in. Sweden againft 

* the perfon and life of the Czarina ^. 

He then produces vouchers from the Saxon 
miniftry, who gave it as a general inftru^lion * to 
keep up dextroufly the diftruft and jealoufy of 

■ 

« In ft difpatch of 6 Jvly 1747. * la Dec 1749. 

• InftroOions tq Gcncnl d'Araim ia i7$o» 

Ruflia 
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A- D. Ruffia in regard to Priillia ; ^nd to applaud eve? y 
'7S7- arrangement made againft the latter. So that they 
were conft^tly infinuating that the King was 
forming defigns upon Courland, Polifh Pruflla 
.and the city of Dantzick : — that the courts of 
France» Pruifia and Sweden were hatching vaft 
.projedsy in cafe of a vacancy of the throne of 
Poland I afid many more falficies of the fame 
kind ; (b far as to af&rm that he was endeavouring 
to fet the Turk upon the back of Ru£lia, 

He obierves, That thefe calumnies and impo- 
fturesdid, at length fucceed in infnaring the Em- 
preis of Raffia's equity and good . faiths and in 
prejudicing her againft the King^ to fuch a deleft, 
lh4t by the refult^ of the afiemblies of the fendte 
of Rmifia it was laid down for a fundamental 
maicim of the Empire, to oppofe every further 
aggfandifetnent of the. King of Pruflia, and to 
crufli him by a fuperior force, as loon a& a favour- 
able opportunity Ihould occur, and that this refd- 
lution was renewed in a great council; in Gft. 
1 755, with a futther r efolve, " To attack tHe 
" King of Proffia without any further dilcuffion, 
** whether liiat Prince Ihould happen to attack one 
^^ of the allies of the court of Ruffia, or ofleof 
" the allies of that c«>urt ftiould begin ^i^ith binlf «/* 

w 

All which was received vi^ith in^xprcffibk joy 

f On the 14 and 15 May 1753. 

s It was at the fame time refolved to ere6l magauiies for 
100,000 men» at Riga, Mittau, Lichau, and Windau. And 
. they eftabliihed a fund of 2,500,000 rubles^ and in anhual 
fund of 1, 500,000 t^le$, A>r this-fervkjv. * 

« by 
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by Couot Bruhl ; who, in anfwer to Skur Funck A. p. 
writes \ " That the deliberations of the grand *^^^* 
*' cquncil are fo much the more glorious to Ru£- 
^* fia, ip that tbet» can be nothing more beneficial 
<^ to the .common caufe, than previoufly tQ» ietde 
^ the . efie^ual means of deftroying the over* 
^^ grown power of Pruflias and the, undoubted 
^^ ambition of chat court/' And again ' he ex- 
plains hin^Telf as foUows, ^^ The, refult of the 
^^ grand. council of Rul&a has given us great fatl^ 
^^ fad:ion : the ponfidential communication, which 
^^ Ruilia is pfealed to make of it, will enable all 
^^ tb^ir allies^ m well of dur courts co come to an 
^' explanation about the arrangement, and niea- 
^' fures to be taljien iq ^onfequenoe thereof. Buc, 
^^ it cannot be takf n amii^ if Saxony, conlidev- 
<< 4ng the fupQ^ior power of ita nc^hbour^ pra- 
<^ tepds witi> thejUtipQft caution, and ptreviwily 
" expefts it5 fe^urity from it$ aUieis, and to be 
*' affidftedj with the means of afting," 

This memorial th^o fetafco'th the pantc^whick 
ieiz^ed ibis 3aXQn misiifter upon the convention of 
neutrality in Germany figned ^ between the courts 
of i40&4on and Berlin^ which he was afraid would 
filenqe .all his calumnies, and fhake his iniquuMKi 
fy()i6i% ^pd therefore redoubled his effort in RuA 
i7a In Qtdcr to prevent a good undcrftanding ; bd- 
(weefi that court and the King of Pru^Iki. *^ A 



# * 






i> Dafed tjif iith^qf NpV^mberijs;. > ^. 

" The 23d of November 1755. 

^ On the 16th of January 175$. ; . . 

1 ** recon- 
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•A.D. •* reconciliation, fays he/, between the courts *lf 
« 7Si^* «* Berlin and Peteriburg would he the tnoft criti- 
^^ cal and the moft dangerous event, that could 
«' happen. It is to be hoped, that Ruffia would 
'" not hearken to fuch odious prdpofaJs ; and that 
-- •** the court of Vienna will ' be able to thwatt fo 
*' fatal a union." ^However, it a|^ars from 
what follows, that there was no ground for Bruhl^s 
fears. The court of Vienna had made furc of 
the Ctarina, and imagining that the new con- 
nexions, they had entered into, this year, would 
facilitate the recovery of Silcfia, they t6ok their 
meafures accordingly. Ruffia, armed with great 
ftrength, both by land and fea, under pretence of 
a treaty with England^ which required, at that 
time, no.fuccours. Bohemia and Mora Via Ivete 
covered with trbopSj camps^ magazines, &c* 
agreeable to a fccret convention between the two 
Empre&s-, and difcontinued till next year, for 
certain reafons. For, whoevei* attends to the cor- 
refpondence of the Szxon minifters will find that 
Pruffia was.the real, whatever might be the apparent 
objed of fuch armaments. A report was induftri- 
oufly propagated at Peterfburg, from feveral parts, 
under the influence of the Auftrian wd Saxon 
ininifters, "That theJCing of Pruffia, under a 
. *^ pretence of trade, was fending officers and en- 
*' gineers, in difguife, into Ukraine, to recon- 
** noitre the country, and ftir up a rebellion/* 
Which, if believed, was, according to the treaty 

* In his letter of the z^i of June 1756. 
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6f *venjuai pirmocti ^ fiiflirienr groimd i^ ^^ ©• 
•repiurtfi^: This had fuch aa cffaft; that' the Rut 
Tian mifiifecr of ftattfafiyred fetrptary Pafie, ♦* That 
^^ his court would 'fo(m begiif the war againft the 
** King of PruifiaV in order to fet bounds to lb 
^^ troubleibhie a neighbduf, .ahd that the engage^ 
^« mentsof his court with' England, inr^ardto 
^ the heotrallty of Germany,' did not concern the 
^ Saxon league* at leaft; arid that they would go 
"?* on thdr own way,'irt1cee^ing to the fenfe of 
*' the fabfidiary «'eaty with England". That 
•* they very much approved of the court of Vi- 
** ernia's new connedions wkh' France; which 
•* they wiflied might extend (6 far, as to fupport 
** the Emprcfsii^een, in her attempts upon Pruf^ 
** fia, and tiiat the order for putting a ftop to 
^< the armam^ncs of tliat Empire, was occafioned 
^' by the want of officers and feamen, magazines 
^ and forage*." Count Flcmming; the Saxon 
ininiftcr at Vienna, informs ? his court of a con- 
ference he had with Count Kaunitz, concerning 
the armaments of Ruffia, and the difficuky of 
maintaining thofe great armies, and the dangers 
that might cnfuea difcovery of their real objeft, 
by that crafty and ibarp-fighted Prince, the King 
pf Prulfia. In the courfe of which Flemming 
was made to underftand, that thofe armaments^ 
whatever might be pretended in regard to en- 

» Sieor PrafTe's letter to Count Bruhl, 18th of AprU tj^6» 

* His letter of the lotb of May 1756. 

• On the 21ft of June, 
p On the 12th. of June 1756. 

' Vol. IL O gage* 
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A. D. g4gmica ( U with England^ wctc made agimft PfU& 
^'^^* fia : that money w«iM not bo wanting nor gro^ 
ed^ piovided they knew how to make a proper 
dfe of tty and that, in oafe the King of Pruffia 
Ihould fall fttddenly upon his ndghbour$» he would 
0ieet with his match: '^ for that the Rufilans weie 
prepared at an events/' But nothing could piofie 
the iiifincority of t.he Ai^ian court mpre tvi^ 
^ntly than a letter from thit fame Count Pkm- 
ming at Vienna, to Count Brohlt the S^xon prime 
n^mfter, dated June ^ 1 756. in wbi^ it is faid 
with great affiirance, that there was an eftabliflied 
(Concert betwem the two coiuta of Vienna and 
Ruffia : that the latder^ in order to diigiufe the 
true realbns of their arinaments, made, them un- 
der the pretence of being thereby in a Gondttion 
to fulfil their engagements with Ei^land : and 
that when aU the preparations ihoukl be finiflied» 
they were to fall unexpedfedly Upon the King of 
Pruflia; and another letter, daied aSdiof July^ 
which fets the fyftcm of Vienna in a fbU light, at 
the bottom of the page ^. 

. . / Th« 

4 Letttr from Cmnt Flemming ie Cwnt dn BruU, 

SIR, Vienna, July 28, 1 756. 

M. KlingrafFe received I^^atarday an txpth'ftoA hti 
a>ii]t, in oonfequence of which ke fcnt a ndce ih^ sext iiKyii^ 
iog to. CottBt de Kaunitt, eanieftly catreaHitg luni to apponi: 
an hour for a conference with him. This note was delivered 
to the chancellor pf (lite, juft while he ws^s in cooferesee with 
the Marfhals Newperg; and Browii» and Gen. Prmcc Hccolo- 
' mini. And as he intended to wait spon the Emprefs Queen 
mi diatel/ after the conferences b order to make her a re- 
port 
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This letter, fays the memomlift^ proves^ thtt A-I>. 
by diftating the anfwer to his Sovcieign ; Count ^^ 

Kaunitz 

fort diereof , he feiit wotd to Al. Elinpi^e^ that )ie was in* 
deed obliged to go to Sch<snbranB» bat neverthelefs he would 
be. obliged to him, if he would haften to him that trery inftantf 
which the Prafiian minifter did not fail to do. Cotmt de Kau-* 
tltt told me ia confidence, at a convetfAtion I had irith Urn 
,efter4ay morping. that M. Wnjraffc. o« kis a^fllpg hW, 
gav^ him to underfland^ with a certain embarraflment mixed 
^h uneafineis, that he had juft received an expre^ from his 
coiutf who brought him fome orders, the contents of which 
he was to lay before the Emprefs Queen in perfony and' for 
this purpofe he was enjoined to demand a private audience of 
her Imperial Maje^r, which, he clefired> he would be pleafe^ 
to procure for him* That he, Count kaunitz, made anfwer^ 
that being juft re^dy to fet out for Schoei^bronn, he willingl/ 
took upon him to demand the audience he defired ; but coul^, 
not avoid letting him underftand, that it was proper he fhoii]4 
be enabled, atleaft in general terms, to give the BmpreCi prer - 
vioos notice of the nature of the in£iHiations he had orders tq 
make to her Majefiy. Whereupon M. de Klingrafie told hin^ 
that he was charged to demand amicaSfy^ and by way of eclair* 
ciflement, in the name of the King his mafter, what was the 
tendency of the armaments and military preparations making 
here, and whether they might not, perhaps concern hims 
which, however he could not imagine^ as he did not know 
that he had given the leaft occafion for them. That he, 
iCaunitz, replied, that he could not juft then make any an^ 
fwer to that overture ; that he would not fail to make a repor; 
thereof immediately to^ the Emprefs, and procnfe him the au« 
dience he requeifted ; that, neverth4efs, he could not forbear 
telling him, that he was furprifed at the explanation, whic^ 
the King his mafter required, concerning the meafures taken in 
this country, feeing this court had expre&d no uneafinefs or 
nmbrage at the great movements and preparations, which had 
been previoufly obferved in his army. This minifter further 

O z told 
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A-.I>^ Kaunitz propofcd. to ftiut the door againft-«ll 
ifS7r means of explaining and conciliating matters jj 

and 

told mc, '* That having fet out ijnmcdialdy after forSchan-, 
<* brunn, he had reflc6led by the way on the anfwer he flioull. 
' «« advife his Sovereign to give M. KHngrafFe ; and having 
«< thought he perceived that the King of Pruffia had two ob- 
<* lefts in view, which this court was defirous equally to avoidj^ 
<< viz. to come to conferences and eclairciiTements, that mightji 
<« at firft,caufe a fufpenfion of the meafares» which they judged 
«* neceflary to be continued vigofoufly ; and fecondly^ to lead 
«« matters further on, to other prdpofitions and more eflcntial 
i€ engagements; he had therefore judged that the anfwer 
" ought to be of fuch a nature, as might entirely elude the 
*• King of Pruffia's queftion; and that, in leaving no more 
^' room for further explanations, it ihould at the fame time be 
<* rcfolute and polite, without being fufceptible of any inter- 
" preution either finifter or favourable. That purfuant t6 
^ this notion, it appeared to him fufficient, that the Emprefs 
** flioald content herfelf with fimply anfwering, that in the 
•'* violent general crifis Europe was now in, her duty and the 
- ^* dignity of her crown required her to take fufficient meafures 
** for her own fecurity, as well as for the fafety of her friends 
*^ and allies." That the Emprefs Queen had approved of thii 
anfwer ; and to fhew that the King of Pruffia's ftep and de» 
mand did not occaiion the leaf! embarraflment here, her Ma- 
jefty immediately ordered the hour of M. KlingrafFe's audience 
to be fijced for the next day, which was the day before yefter- 
day; and ^(ler hearing that minifter^s proportion, juft as he 
had imparted it the preceding day to Count de Kaunitz, fhe had 
^nfwered him precifely in the terms above-mentioned, and then 
fuddcnly broke off the audience with a»nod, without entering 
into any further detail. . It is certain that all Vienna, being 
then aiTembled in the Emprefs Queen's dravriftg-room, as it 
was a day of gala, faw M. Klingraffe enter, and depart in a 
very few minutes, with an embarralTed countenance. I have 
all thefe particulars from the mouth of Count de Kaunitz, who 
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4nd at the fame time, to purfue the preparations •^. i>. 
Ibrhis dangerous defigns, in the expfeftation, that ^^^'^* 

• the 

* 

on this occafion, has talked to me with more openneis and con- 
■fidence than he had hithQrto done, and even charged me t6 
make ofe of them in my difpatches to yoor Excellency, bat 
fiillwith the greated fecrecy. 

It is'fo much the lefs doubted that this anfwer, equally 
ftrong and obfcure, will greatly puzzle the King of Prdfia-; 
•and 'tis pretended here, thai that Prince muft be under a great 
deal of uneafinefs, and that he has already drawn three m^f* 
lions of crowns out of his treafury, for the charges of his pre- 
parations and augmentations. ^ . i ^ 

It is prefumed, and not without probability, that his deiig^ 
in the demand above-mentioned was, that if he liad beeh 
anfwered, that he himfelf had been the caofe of the arma- 
jnents made here, he would have endeavoured to clear him- 
felf of the charge, by alledging, in proof of his innocence, 
^at for this very reafon he'did not only form the cafnps, which 
he has already traced to exerdfe his foldiers^ but had ordered 
the regiments to feparate; perhaps imag^ing he'ihould'lay 
this court under this neceiEty to follow his example by discon- 
tinuing Hkewife his preparations. However, I think he would 
find It no eafy matter to divert it from its detijfn by fucfa il- 
lufions as ihefe. * 

' We have learned by an exprels who arrived laft Sunday 
^mthe Count de Pnebla, that notwithilanding the feigned 
difpoiitions of the King of Pruffia, his troops ftill continued 
ffling off towards Silefia. Befides, it is very eaiily nnderftood 
that that Prince, by the local pofitk)n of his army, which hb 
ean aiTemble in as many Weekis as it would require' montKstp 
;do the fame here,* on account of the diSance of the places 
Vhere the troops are quarteredrKas too vifibfc'an advantage 
over this court, which he can put to fuch greaSf expcncesL^bV 
long and continual marches, that they woiild at la^ becdin^ 
intollierable : I fay, it is very readily undcrircfbd, ihaf !t 6W- 
te<%^ to porfae, with6dt ittterrnptidh; themSiTures 'alreaJJr 
« ^ O 3 begun> 
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A. D. - die King wouM be £> far pr<m>ked« as to cake 

^'^^* ibme ftep, which might fefve to make him paft 

for the aggreflbr. 

He 

liegan, in Older to put tbemrelvei in the prefent circnmftanoei, 
«pon eqiinl terms, and in a good condition ; tbat the King of 
Pmffia may be thereby obliged, to keep up his arnmnents^ 
and the angmentations made and to be made, will exceed his 
jTacnlties^ andwaAe him gradually; " or eHe, in order to 
*' preTept this inconvenience, to take a precipitate: refo}ution.| 
** which, I think, is the very tbiog ejqpe^ed from him.*' 

The feCum of M. |Uingraff«*s oourier, which the faid 

Prince, no -doubt, waits for with the utmoft im^MUience, will 

^ve us more light into his difpofitions* There is reafoa to 

j>dk«e» that if he thinks liimlelf menaced, he will no longer 

delay comn^ to a^On, and preventing thofe, whom he dreid^ 

in order to take advantage of the fituation,in which this^oafC 

will be*till the end of the month of Auguft, which is the 

term when all the troops are to be afifcmbled* But on tho 

:Other hand, if he remmns quiet, he may be perfoaded that he 

.will not bemolefted or attacked, ** at leaft not this year^'* 

However, from all the obfervacions I make, I cannot but 

imagMie> that diis court muft be very fureof the friendfliip 

and attachment of Ruilia. And this feems to me to be faiv 

ther confirmed by a letter of the 6 D. c. from M. Swart the 

m 

Patch minifter at Peterfbu^ to M. de fiurmannia, therein 
fhe. writes among other things, that riie French emi£ary«.tha 
Chevalier Douglas, gained ground every day. 

As this cannot fnul of producwg an alteration in the eM 
fyftem of Ruffia, it does not appear furprifing that the liigb 
chaiicellor Count ^ftucheff, agreeably to what your ex^fU 
lengr did me tiie honour to write to me in your laft difpatch, 
las i^iblved to retire into tlte country, under the pretext of 
l^covering hisliealth, and to withdraw a^while from public 
^afinei[s i as he may be willing to wait what tnrn af&uirs m^iy 
t[i)ce» aivi ped^aps forefjees that t^e ^our is at hand, iinoe the 
wbofefecms. to depend on the ICi^g of Prut's reibhuipn« it 

... 'being 
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i' He then r^tes 49ie flUa&res, he hod t&en to A. D. 
^itv«fiC « *ar wiA the ^mprefi <^m)« as idretidy '^^* 

1^1^ QOl|Bi$» "tliflK if he levuiiu ^iet^ thu the oqoit of Vi« 
^pnt will not bf^in to adl neither, «' at Iea# this year : but 
^^ (he wffl.en4eavoiu> during thfttintepral, to £niih )ier pre- 
« -pttrations, that ttit msny die next year ibe in a fitoadon to 
^ <iabe a c6urfe^»^Me4o (he €i<»4linj8ancei^«iJ €v^Mh whiA 

*f ;$i4Detlwr PWi*» 

** This confirms me more in the opinion, fsHbiqh I vei^tnred 
^* to- take the liberty to communicate to your excellency in 
^ my .former letters, that our court has no forer means to. 
profit hy the prefent conjunAures, which, perhaps, never 
were'fo f^vpuratle dijuing the x&ga of our auguft mafter, 
thim .by^uttiqg itfelf in a good pofture, tp the end that its 
** concurrence may be courted. A friend of mine, who pre- 
" tends to have his information from pne of the clerks of the 
^^ treafury, afilires me, diat this court has remitted a million 
y of florins to Ruffia.*' . 

« Count de Kaunitz has told me, that the advices, which your 
excellency'lyid conveyed to him, of reports fpread by the King 
of Prufiia, concerning alliances to be made between him and 
us, as alfo with Ru£a ; and, moreover, that this court wa^ 
taking upon her to mediate between France and England ; has 
already been fent to him by other hands, and confequentl/ 
deferved the mote attention, as well as to be contradided; 
which the £mpre& Queen's minifters at the courts of Eniope ' 
would accordingly be ordered to do. This chancellqr of fta(^ 
further told me, there was advice, that the King of Prufiia 
liad had an intention to forprize the city of StraKiind in Swe- 
^jfli Poinerania ; and that if this proved true, it was likely to 
"be in confequence of the plot lately difcover^ 4c Stock- 
holm. 

If your excelklicy lias an^porttimty to make infmuations 
.lykK-lafety at the court of London, you might perhaps do it 
fome fervice by apprizing it of che4langer, into which jit^has 
Jbeen led by thofe, who now have the greateft influence there. 

04^ It 
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A. D; fci fonti,' 5, and the conftant refufal of giving liltn 
*^^^* a fajDisfaftory anfwer, in regarc} tp hifowp fafcty: 
^ ^onda^t, adds the memorialift, that gave the 
highefl; degree of evidence to the dangerous de- 
figns of the court of Vienna, and forced his Ma- 
jefty, who could no longer entertain the leaft dpubt 
fbout it, to take the only way, he had left hitn». 
to avert the dangers, be waa threatened with, by* 
preventing an irreconcileable enemy, who had 

fworn bis ruin. 

. . . * . • .» 

It will be a hard talk for that court to get but of the idif- 
trefs, which ihe has plunged herfelf into » and if fhe does hot 
defach herfelf from the King of Pruflia» by making her peace 
with France on the befl conditions that can be had, the latte^ 
will go on from fuccefs to fuccefs, and from one projedl to 
another, which, in the long run, may p-ove fatal to the houf^ 
of Hanover. 

I beg it as a favour of ypur excellency, that you would not 
defcend to particulars with M. de Broglie about any thing I 
kave the honour to write to your excellency, becaufe that 
ambaffador holds a correfpondence with M. d*Aubeterre, who 
lias told me with fome furprize, that the Count de Bjt>g]ie was 
fully perfuaded, that mifchief was intended againU the Xing 
of PruiTia, and even accufed him of diftrull and too much re* 
Tcrve concernitig the defigns of the court of Vienna. ' 

The Marquis d'Aubcterre haying long folicited permiffion 
to abfent himfelf from his poll for a few months^ in order to 
attend his family affairs, which require his prefence at Pans, 
has at laft obtained his requeft. 

General Karoli, and not General Nadalli, as was though^ 
Has jiift been declared Bann of Croatia. 

•. I have the honopr to be» &c. 
» Qn page 55 to 62. Vol. ir. 
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^ Hje then appeals to the, impartial world. t<f>,j3»* 
^ermine,, which of the two ought to bc[deespcd 
the aggfefibr ^ he who b prctparing^eyery meai^? to 
pfufh his neighbour; or^ he whp^ feeing the arni 
raifed over his head, aiming the moil dangetow 
plowSy .endeavours to ward them off, by* flriUi^ 
tome upon theperfon of his enemy, ',' . 

Then he obferves^ That the King's conduct, to* 
wards the court of Saxony is grounded xipon -the 
fame principle of indifpenfible neceflity of provide 
ing fpr his own fecurity againft the moft dangerous 
defigns* For, fays he, from the be^ning .of the 
iroubles, which have juft broke out, Count B^uhL 
had afted the part, he had, long fince, agneed to 
'with the allies of his court, by borrowing the 
xxiaik of neutrality i but, in the mean time,^ ^xid 
till he fhould be at liberty to pull it off, he was 
not the Ms forward in entering perfonsmyiAtp the 
late concert formed againft h^ Majefty :rand that 
^o ftrongpr proof of this can be given, than, fay 
repeating here, what has b^en related above, that 
his minifters did not fcruple to make himfelf ac* 
ceflary in propagating tl\e calpmny, that th<;^ing 
wanted to ftir up a rebellion in Ukraine* . , " •/ 

That Count Bruhl loft no time in fettling his 
fyftem of neutrality, agreeably to fuch priqpip^es) 
appears fpom his letter to Count Flemming^ on 
4he I ft of July, and confequently two months b^ 
fore the King's army began to march j "That he 
** ihould propofe to the court of Vienna, to., take 
*' meafures againft the paffage of the Pruffian 
*^ army through Saxony, by aflembling aij^ arpiy 
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A. D. «« lA thfc atdti of Bbhemia, whic* lidi<fer ^pon 
^757* fee ijia^ Bieftorate^ i>»tf ^© ^n&r Mtrjbal Brdwn ta 
^ tmm feanOjf wHb Marftfdl CouBf Rttkm/Sti:'^ 
knd fremi CoAit FJIemmifigf s anfi^r^ on the 7A 
of J%, •• ThatCount Kaunitz Tiad affiared fcraii 
)*• that A* gcnerah would be fotdiwiili tiattted ; 
•* and that one -wouM lifce^iife be appointed, to 
** ctwTcert: widi Oouirt Rutovdki : rfi^t the court 
^ t)f Saxony ftould tiot flicw ^y trodtfle ofr un- 
** eafineis ; but rather keep a good coante|iance> 
** fy pnpartfig prHrafefy^agsnnfi every event.^* Whtrt 
tMiTAf j^^^ of this e<Hiccrt^ tjythe couiifeU 
Which Count Fictitnning gi_?cs Count Bruhl, in hi* 
\^ij5atchcs of the 14th of July, S' to grant tite 
V "paflage to the Pruffian troops ; and, afterwards, 
•* to/Mfce fuch meafures^ as fhould be -meft *pro^ 
•« per/' 

He further ftts forth. That "by a letter from 
Coint Flemnfting of the 18 ch of Auguft, thfe 
E ffl^efe Queen expdained herfetf to that minifter 
in the foHowing terms : ** That (he required no^ 
^* thing, for the prefent, from the Rmg of Po- 
f^* teml, is (he was very fenfible of his tickfilh 
** fituation •,— *4jhat, however, (he hoped he wotflff, 
**'ii *he-mean wh3e, -put himfelf in a good 
f^ pbftufe» in order to be prepared at all events; 
** and that, in -cafe any breach fliould happen be*- 
•^'tween her Majefty and the King of Pruflia, <hi 
•^ woifld, in time, not be averfc to concur in th* 
'** nece(fery meafutes for their mutual facurity.** 

Tltttl/futhming'Up the faiSts, the Tnemoriaifft 
ITays, That from a turfory review of all the fofts, 

which 
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^hich hfti* been aUfcdged tbore, k wiU be ^ A* I^ 
CO fortn a juft notion of the cpndufit of the court ^^^^ 
cf S$s^onj cowards the King;, aitd to judge of 
jhejnfticc of hbMa^ef^^s a£faiial cooduft tonHfrds 
that coult. For it does i^)petr9 diat thecODit of 
Drefdca bas had a fbafe in afl the darigerow de* 
fign^> iirliich have been iformed f^aifift tihe King : 
f^O^at itheif miniftei^s have be^ {he aiuihoR, ^and 
lehief promocens of them :**^Afid though th^Jiasre 
itoti formaUy acceded to the tteaty of Petei^urg^ 
that they hate, however, agi^ed with their . aUiei 
to iiifpend i:htir cdnourrelice therein, till fuch timf 
bnly, as the King's forces ifhould be weakened 
And divided, and they might pull off the maO/, 
rwtthout dan^ar* 

Thit theKii% <i£ Poland -had ad(^6d, a$ a 
^pincipie. That an^ war between the King and 
One of his Polifh Majefty's allies,' .Aarni&ed rhiiO 
^ith a title to makd conqnefts upon his Majefty % 
w^And that it is in cohfequeiice of thi9 prhioi{)kb 
that he thought he could^ in titoe of peace ^ , make 
"a partition of the dominions of bis neighbour. 
^ That die Saxon ininifters had foimded the aferoi 
•a^inft the King, all over Europe \ and %|ired 
neither calumnies, nor fal(hoods, nor iiniffer infi«> 
^nations, in ordei* to increafe thanmnber dfrkts 
€nemi6s» ' " 

Anfd particularly that Count Bruhl had eagorfy 
tfiitered into the late plot of the court of Vidnna^ 
-by the injurious report be undercook to propagatef; 
"-^^Aftd that it has :been made appear, dK ibere 

w4i 
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-A. D. vas a iecrct concert cxifting between tife cbufts rf 

^^^* Vienna and Saxony, in confequence of which, th* 

latter did intend to lee the King's army pafs^ in 

order to a£t, afterwards, according to events; 

ckher in joining his enemies, or in making a di- 

verfion in his dominions, unprovided with troops. ^ 

Then the memorial concludes with this deckra- 

tion. Such is the fituation, the King was in^ with 

the court of Saxony, when he refolved to march 

into Bohemia, in order, to avert the danger, which 

Vras prepared for him. His Majefty could not 

therefore abandon himlelf to the difcretion of a 

court, whofc ill-will he was thoroughly acquainted 

with;— But found himfelf forced to take fuch 

meafures, as prudence and the fecurity of his own 

tioininions required ; and which the conduS: of 

the court of Saxony towards him, has authorized 

*fim to purfue." 

The tax ' .\The Einprefs Queen made an appearance ! to 

l^^-g idnfwer the charge brought agairift her and/ her 

Miwcr to ^allies, in thefe motivesr ; in which he chiefly irififted 

ttiejc no- 

tifes. upon the right of felf-prefcrvation, and the proofs 
«f i confederacy by powers, with whom he IWas 
So a ftate of peace, to attack him unprovided an(ji 
ilefencelefs, in order to rob him of his dominions, 
to which he had a juft right by inheritance aqd 
treaty, and to divide them amongft themfelvea. 
'But ihe, in her anfwcr, evaded thofe two prin- 
iipsA points ^ and, in general, only denied; or enr 
xtesnzoured to give a favourable turn to, thofe docu^ 
tnentsjitl^ .original papery, the Kiftg of Pruflla had 
apublifhed, in juftification of the violent meafures, 

he 
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he was obligpd> through neceffity, as he Taid, ta A. D* 
purfuc. *'^' 

. To invalidate thefe motives. It is aiked in the 
anfwer oF the court of Vienna, ** Do thefe pieces 
of cprrefpondence fa taken^ and then publi(hed[ 
in the Froffian memorial, a^uaily and reallf 
fxiit ? And if they do ; are their contents truly 
the fame, as related ? And fuppofe them to b^ 
firig^nals. Are they not falfe and fuppoficitious?** 
•' For, fays the anfwer, thefe pretended originals 
ai^e communicated only by way of extrafts, not 
duly connected ; fome paflages being purpofely 
left out, or at lieaft difguifed/' 

It juftifies the treaty of the 1 8th of May 1 745^ 
upcHi a notion of right, which a potentate has to 
renew different forn\er conventions, according tci 
the difference of times ; and upon a fuppofitioii 
that fuch mea&ires, propofed to be taken in a fu- 
tile time of war, are not to bind, or take cSe&i 
until, according to all laws, human and divine^ 
the parties are no more bound to peace ; and the 
£jU right of fuch treaties fhould not before be en- 
tered upon, or avail* So that here the fa£t is 
confe0ed, though the intention is denied for car- 
rying the fad: into execution. 

^^ But, fays the anfwer %ain, the cafe of her 
Majefty the Emprefs Queen was very dilFerenc 
fronk that of the King of Fruffia : the continual 
danger of an attack, fhe was in, fince the peace 
of Drefden, was a real concern. The experience 
of repeated infradions of the p^ce, committed 
by Pruffia, and followed within a few years^ one 
by. another, left no room to the court of Vienna 

$ to 
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A. IX toe expect anochcr fate : becai^ rhc King of Ptof- 
''5^ fia was continually arming himfelf, and augment- 
Ipg his forces ; diough the peace was but lately 
foaclu^, and no profo^xlity'of any danger ; the 
'loufe of Attftria being et^ged in another war $ 
jpLuffiii at a great diftance, and Saxotiy too weds 
&it tnf enterprise : bat Fruflla was fa fcrious in 
^ preparations^ as made it hard to ^iagmfb a 
tfiqe of peace and a time of a6hial war from eai^ 

It fufther bids the rei|dsr add» the noiorioiia 
^rbulent temper ^ the ICiog of Pn^k, hk con- 
tinual intrigues with fomgt^ amnit his contra- 
ventions ; his^ rai£|ig dilutes amoogft hia neigh- 
bours ; and then ii)f(»% That notlo^ coold be 
expe&cd, but that he ^ould play his game a^piD^ 
the firft oppoj^tunky, and uncxpefbedly iotermpt 
the moft folemn tresKies of p^t ; and that he 
had only made peciQe^ in ordes to prepare for an* 
other war with renewed firength, 

^^ As a further jullification, it is £ud. That 
the imperial court of Ruflia has no lefs inteieft in 
(he fupport of the houfe of Auftria^ than this 
boufe in the undifturbed tranquility of the Ruffian 
Monarchy, and both cquits in the deftnce of thit 
republic of Poland, againft the aggrandi^mg views 
of Pruffia, and its intermeddling with the domefiic 
affairs of this kingdoms: and therefore, that no 
better nciethod could be ukep to provide for thb 
common welfare and future fafety, than the union 
of the two courts, which ws^ effc£tod by the treaty 
pi 1 746) obliging each Other to unite their ftrengrh 



Tiri L A X E W A ^. 5»j 

Ibr ftftiogfio]^ beiA<id$ to ^ o^f r-gicMOin ppwer A- D<» 
pg F^offia I if thb King, mt fetisEed wkh the ^^^^' 
conliderable acquifitions he had made, (hiKdl 
4^9in pvooted t0 cmmtif koftiKtm againft other 
ai the contra^ng parties or their aUy, the re; 
public of Jhkxyi. So that the Eteprrla QuecA 
tnfifts, thac thie Ibuitk ftcret anick, c» wfaicii 
tbe King of Bpuffia fixes the.fiiiftcaufeof hi&vio^ 
kftt meafttreB, wn: mo eiejifiiWy bpt merety a 
defenfive tPcaty of firiendfliipy until it Ikottld hap^^* 
pin that ^ KMg of Fruffia^ htm&lf, by attack* 
8ig firft Aiaftria, Ruffa, or the lepuNic of Po«* 
kml^ fikould oblige the» to i^te againft hioi. 

As to the ptQMsdiiigt a^uiift;S3Xoay> ki partii* 
cuhr I it IS graniedy fity& the aufwcr,. that the 
court <iS Bcttifi C00I4 aotpoflUily expcA any other 
Mfoluiieiis frocn that cowl, confidering the ua* 
neigbbdiidy muHiner, and o^reffions, both in re- 
gard t0 commerot and other provincial affairs, 
wkicb Saxony has fti&red from Fruffia fipce the 
iate peace: neither couki it be wondered, when 
ibeh a omduS; has grietred the Saxon minifters to 
iheir heart, and made them to fpeak more, freely 
to ethets about it: but that it was,. in no wife 
juftifiable to make the court refponfibk for thofe 
correfpondenoes, and to treat the country .with a 
crueky, that may be felt for a whole century* 
. It further iays, in regard to the motives drawn 
from the fcntiments of the King of j^oland's piivy 
council, that t||eie, and the other allegationa, im* 
port no more than that the Ele^ral court of 

Saxony had refolved tadicef^ its meafures accord** 

t ing 
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A. D. ing to future events, waiting Srft 2( JE^ufikh ^ 
*757- ucfc/I and a " fubfequcat . divctficfri t6{ b^ mad^. by 

Rsallies* : '. • - ^ - , 

. \ As to the proofs drawn from thecOriefpondeno^ 
between the tiiiniflers ^ it is alledged, that they 
were \only minifterial fentiments^ whkh xran dcf 
termine nothing, nor be admitted, by way- of jevi* 
dence, concerning the* intentions of. ^eirpfjocti^ 
fals^ in oppo^tion to the plaineft dedaiiations 
^vea by the court itfdf, where , the mioifter rcr 
• iSdes. .: And as to the final anfwer'delnanded by 
the King of Pruffia from , the Empriefs Queen ; the 
court df Vienna, fays the anfwer, did pot think 
proper to^make a new declaration, in compliance 
with the Pru0ian didates^ after a fufficient ^nfvif er 
wa$ given already to the firft demand. ; Becauie^ 
the truce, propofed /or two years^ fuppoied ao 
^ual war, and real pfFenfive circvunftances, or of« 
feniive meafures,! agreed-upon by the two Em? 
prefles ; which the court of Vienna could not agaiiifl: 
truth, and the aflurances already given, allow to 
be the cafe ; and becaufe the obligation, by the 
peace of Drefden, would, in confcquence of fuch'a 
declaration, have been void*— But that this court 
acknowledges, that it has always entertained q. 
diftruft of the King of PruflSa, and had been ever 
attentive to the continual armaments and.unwar* 
rantable violences committed on ail fides : neither 
wa$ it now frightened by a PrufTian aggreilion, 
or deterred from its defehfive mqiifurcs, by any 
'threats and artifices:^ but. that it -had tajcen, 
£nce the late breach, the mod eSedual meafur.es, 

in 
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in order to make the author of the prelcnt trou- A, D* 
hits repent of his open injuftice, violence and rafli '^^^* 
perfidy^" 

Such were the evafibns; fiich the invcdbives How k 
and threats of the court of Vienna 5 which were on^^ 
&r from difproving the truth of the PruflSan Mo- j^^l^^^^ 
parch'5 fufpicion I or his right to thofe violent 
fteps he had taken for his own fedurity i and ierved 
only to confirm him in his opinion of the conipi* 
racy againft him, and whetted his refolutions and 
aftivity in his future operations. 

The King of Pruflia thus circumftanced ; his The pre- 
conduce milreprefentcd m every court of Europe ; of thcKing 
his Eleftorate put under the ban of the Empire •, °^ ^^^^^ 
his TiibjeAs abfolved by the Imperial decree from 1 

their allegiance ; threatened with an angry decla-* 
ration from RufTia, and from France, who had 
marched formidable armies to attack him, in con- 
junction with Auftria; befides the diverHon he 
expected from the Swedes and the Duke of 
Mecklenburg i maintained his winter quarters in 
Saxony, for that part of the army commanded by 
Marefchal Keith ; which lined the . ihore of the 
Elbe between Pima and the frontier ; and covered 
Silefia from fiurprize with the army under M* 
Schewrin, who took up his quarters in the county 
of Glatz, till the time came for adion. 

During this recefs a regiment of Saxon troops, Saxon 
which had entered into his fcrvi9e, after their fur- ^^^^ ^*' 
render at Pirna, and fcnt by him to garrifon Ber- 
lin, defertcd and retired into Poland, being joined 
by fome more in their march. However, this 

Vol. II. P did 
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A. D. did not weaken his army. For, he broke all the 
*^5^' reft of the Saxon regiments, incorporated the 
men amongft his own troops, and obliged the 
Saxon magiftrates to fuppty him ipeedily with four 
thoufand frelh recruits. 
Meafures As foon as the fcafon would admits hii Majefty, 
thc^ma'S! "^°^ of the march of 130,000 Ruffians, 
oftheRuf-.ivhtch, had been advancing ever fince the tnonth 
of November towards Ducal Pruffia, widi provi- 
fioQS only to fupply their neceffities, till they couki 
reach Lithuania, reinforced Memel with three re- 
giments of troops and a great member of ma- 
trofies V he alio ordered 30,000 men, under^ Ge<« 
neral Lehwald, to meet the enemy under ML 
Apraxin i and bought up all the corn and forage 1 

of the country where the Ruffianil were to enter^ 
and they depended upon a plentiful fupply« 
Which precautions bad their defired cSt&. 
Saxony ^^ Saxony one regiment only was allotted for 
^^Zd the garrifon of Dreftkn^ but the towms-peoide 
^ * were diiarmed« A detachment was pofted at Ko- 
nigftein, to oblige that fortrefs to obferve an ex* 
aft neutrality. The French mioiibr was ordered ^ 

to with-draw : and ieveral gentlemen and ladies 
ubovx the court wore Imd under reftraint \ And 

afl 

m 

• On the loth of April Major-general Bomftadt fent for 
the burgo-mafters and fyndic of the city of Drefden, and read 
to them the following order of ht» Prufikn Majefty^ ** Voa 
(ball ^ve notice throughout the city, that haringthoiq^ fit 
to cut off aU communication, wi^h this court;, fron^hencefortk 
nobody (hall be admitted to the pal^ace, except the domeftica^ 
whofe fervice is rei^uired there* AU'^cefs thereunto is inter- I 

cBftcd ! 

3 
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ill poflible care was taken by the Pruflians to fe- A. D, 
cure a retreat in cafe 6f neceffity. For which ^^^^* 
purpofe his Majefty ordered two bridges to be 
thrcr^rt over thd Elbe early in the year, and he 
obliged the Saxons to fupply waggons with four 
lioffes for that fcmce. 

Having provided for the fecurity of his poflel*- Prepara- 
fion of Saxony, and fettled all in profound quiet, oTnin^' 
his Pruffiaft Majefty Went in perfon to vifit all his ^^^ c*^- 
pofts in Silefia, 'and at Neifs he fettled the ope- ^^^* 
Nations' for the Unfiling campaign, with Mare- 
fchal ScheWrin; whofe army, confifting of 
50,000 men in Silefia, he commanded to re- 
gulate its motions with the royal army, fo as to 
id in concert, as( circumftances might require.* 
He placed armies in Lufatia and Voigtland s he 
Ordered 20,000 men, under Prince Maurice of 
Arihalt Deffau, to affemble at Zwickaw, on the 
frontiers of Bohemia, towards Egra ; and de- 
tached 60,000 men towards Great Zeidlitz, where 
their head quarters were fettled. 

The Auftrians, convinced by the experiment gy ^ij^ 
already made in the autunui, that their army was Auftriansi 
not ftrong enough to force the Pruflians, had not 
only demanded the aid of their allies, but grcdtly 
augmented their own forces, and employed the 
winter in fuch preparations asu the nature of the 

war required : keeping a conftant attention upoti 

> 

di£led to others : fo that whofoever ihall prefame to aft con* 
trary to this order (hall be taken up, and lodged in foine for*- 
crcfs> withoat regard to quality x>r condition.'* 

P :* tha 
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^ !>• the motion and meafures of the Pruffians. So 
"^''* that while the PruflBan troops were making their 
ncccflary difpofitions on the frontiers of Bohemia, 
skirmrih- there happened feveral fkirmilhes between them 
^*- and the Auftrians ; with various fuccefs. On the 

ioth of February about four in the morning, the 
Auftrians, in number 6000, furrounded Hirfch- 
field, a little town in Upper Lufatia, garrifoned 
only by one battalion of Pruffian foot. The at- 
tack was made on two redoubts without the gates, 
defended by two field pieces each. The Auftrians, 
after being feveral times repulfed, with confider- 
able lofs, made themfelves nr^afters of one re- 
doubt, and carried off its two cannon. But the 
Pruflians, fallying out and harfafling their rear, 
killed fome, and took many prifbners. 

Prince of '^^^^ ^^^ improved by the Prince of Severn ; 
Bevein's who in the beginning of March departed from 
progre s. ^j^^^^ ^j^j^ gooo mcn, to beat up and deftroy 

the dens or forts erefted by the Auftrians on their 
frontiers. In which expedition he feized upon 
the Auftrian magazine at Fricdland in Bohemia, 
and carried off 9000 facks of meal, and a great 
quantity of ammunition ; the van of his troops, 
confifting only of 150 huflars of Putkammar^s 
regiment, having attacked, fwprd in hand, a 
body of 600 Croats, fuftained by 300 Auftrian 
dragoons of Bathiani, at their firft entering Bo- 
hemia; killed 50, took 10 dragoons prifoners, 
. and 30 horfes, without any lofs or hurt, except two 
.men (lightly wounded. From Friedland the 
Prince of Bevern marched againft Richenberg ^ 

which 
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which alio furrcndcrcd to his arms. From thence A. D. 
he returned viftorious to Zittau. / *^^^' 

The time of adtion leemed to drive on a pace, m. Brown 
M. Brown vifitcd the fortifications of Brian and ^* j^- ^* 
Konigfgratz ; reviewed the army under the com- 
mand of General Serbelloni, which had been 
commanded by Prince Piccolomini ; and immedi- 
ately upon the hearing, that the Pruflians were in 
motion, he marched with the grand army, with an 
intention to fix his head quarters at Koftlitz on the 
Elbe. 

The aftivity of the Pruffian hero, having no- ^hc aai- 
diing to fear from the Ruffians, who could not 2^!^ °^^^^^ 
march forward for want of provifions and forage, Pruma. 
would not permit the Auftrian General to enter 
Saxony. It is always the beft policy to carry war 
into the enemy's country, and to kefcp it as far as 
poffible from home. Therefore, thofe four armies. His four 
which he feemed to have placed upon the defcn- armies. 
five in Silefia, Lufatia, Mifnia and Saxony, had 
orders fuddenly to penetrate by four different and 
oppofite routs into Bohemia, at one and the fame 
time, and as near as poffible. That from Saxony his 
Majefty commanded in perfon, affifted by M. 
Keith : Prince Maurice of Anhalt Deflau was at 
the head of the army from Mifnia : That from 
Lufatia was conduced by Prince Ferdinand of 
Brunfwick Bevcrn : and M. Schwerin commanded 
the troops from Silefia. All which was executed 
with that diligence and fecrecy, that thofe four 
armies entered Bohemia almoft without oppoficion-, 
for the Auftrians never fufpefted the leaft of fuch 

P 3 a 
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A. D. a vifit till they were convinced of their arrival in 

^^' Bohemia. 

Enter Bo- M, Schwerin entered ^ Bohemia in five colqmns 

^*"^*' and by five difFercnx roads : and met with no op- 

pofition till they advanced to Guelder Oclfe, which 

defile was filled with Pandours ; but th^y were 

immediately attacked by two battalions of Pruflian 

grenadiers with bayonets fixt, who routed them* 

Prince Anhalt Dcflau pa0ed " the frontiers of Bo* 

hernia without any refiiftance. Being advanced 

with the corps under his command within a ihori: 

diftance of Egra, he attacked a poft guarded by 

400 dragoons, fuftained by Croats and Pandourt i 

which he entirely defeated with great lofsi to the 

enemy : he then detached 4000 of his troops tg* 

wards Hoi tcnberg, in order to feize on the impor- 

The battle tant pafs of Schirdinger. On the 20th of April 

chcnbcrff thc Prince of Bevcrn entered Bohemia alib» and 

got pofTefldon of Krottau and Graffenftein, ^he 

firfl: poft, on that fide of the kingdom, withooc 

the lofs of a man : hearing that the enemy had 

approached to Kratzen, he proceeded and drove 

them away from thence thc fame day, and con-* 

tinued his march to Machcndorf near Reichen-r 

. berg, and not far from a camp of 28,000 Auftrir 

ans, under the command of Count Conigfeg. 

Putkammer's huflars, who formed part of a body, 

commanded by a Colonel and Major, fell in with 

a party of fome hundreds of cuirafliers, pofted 

before Colin, or Kohleg, under the eonjmand of 

t On the 1 8th of April. * On the zi&i^f ApriL 

Prince 
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Prince Litchijenftcin ; took three officers and up- A^ D. 
wju'ds of 6q horfe prifoaers^ and difperied the 
reft. Night not only prevented apurfuit; but 
obliged the Pruflian army ta remain in the, field 
till morning. At break of day they marched in 
two columns^ by Habendorf, to attack the cntmy 
near Reichenbcrg : and a$ foon as they were form- 
ed in three l^nes of about 30 fquadrons^ they ad- 
vanced towards the enemy's cavalry; the two 
^ingji. b^i^g fuit^ned by tHe infantry^ polled 
amongft fdled trees, and behind entrenchments* 
The cavalry having a village on their right, and 
a woodji vrhere they were entrenched on the left, 
received the canonade with refolution- But fifteea 
Iquadrons pf the dragppfi? of the fecond line being 
Qrdcrcd by the Prince of. Bevcrn to advance, and 
at the fuap tiqoe^ the wood on the right being jat- 
tacked by thjc battalions of grenadiers of Kahlden 
and of MoeHendorf, by the Prince of Pruffia's 
regiment of dragoons v yf^Oy by getting clear 
over all the heaps of timber, and the entrench- 
ments, fecured their flanks, and entirely routed 
the (enemy's cavalry, and Colonel Putkammer 
and Major Schenfeld with their huflfars, though 
flanked by the enemy's artillery, gave the Auftrian 
horfe a very . warm reception 5 whilft General 
Leftewitz- attacked the redoubts, that covered 
Reichenberg, with the left wing of the Pruffians. 
An adion, that redounded greatly to his honour j 
for, though there were many defiles in the way, 
and the enemy was in pofleflion of the eminences, 
the regiment of Darmftandt drove all before 
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them, and with a ferocity fcafce to be conceived, 
bid defiance to powder and ball, and drove the 
Auftrians not only from v the redoubts, but pur- 
fucd them with great flaughter from hill to hill % 
as far as Rochlitz and DorfTell. 

This a6tion began at fix in the morning, and 
lafted five hours ; and was fupported with great 
obftinacy and bravery on both fides, though with 
great difproportion in the lofs. For the Auftrians 
were obliged to leave behind them ieveral pieces 
of cannon, and feveral ammunition waggons in 
their trenches, to the difcretion of the enemy : and 
they h^d upwards of a thoufand men killed and 
wounded; amongft whom were found General 
Forporati and Count Hobenfdds killed, and 
Prince Lichtenftein and Count Mansfeld wound- 
ed : they alfo loft three ftandards, 20 officers, and 
400 private men made prifoners. Whereas the 
Pruflians had only feven fubaltern officers, and a 
100 rank and file killed ; and General Normann 
one colonel, four majors, three captains, feven 
fubalterns, and 1 50 rank and file wounded. 

Such a blow at the firft of the campaign was 
produflive of feveral advantages. It difiufed vaft 
ideas, in, every place, of his Prulfian Majcfty's 
abilities and valour; it animated his vidlorious 
troops tp face every danger ; it ftf uck a panic 
throughput the country he had invaded ; it fecurcd 
a fafe and cafy retreat in cafe of necefTity ; and it 
facilita^ted the execution of the whole plan of 
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operations, which had been fo glorioufly begun. A. D; 
The news of this eclat reached England at the '^^^' 
tinaeMr. Pitt was difmiffed, and the Englifh in Eng- 
bemoaned the mifmanagement and timidity of ^*"*^* 
their own governors ; it made them more eager 
and clamorous for an alliance, with, a power, that 
was every day exhibitinjg proofs of forefight and 
bravery. 

His Pruflian Majefty did not omit to make the The viao* 
bcft ufe <rf this viftory. He himfelf publilhed Yd by tke' 
the account thereof at the head of his own guards, ^^^l ^f 
in a ftile that would have done honour to an his army. 
Alexander or a Cacfar, ^' See, my boys, faid he, 
^* a moft happy beginning. Heaven cfpoufes our . 
♦* caufe. ^ The Prince of Bevern has defeated the 
^y Aufirians at Reichenberg. This promifes us, 
^^ that, with God's alliftance, we fhall have the 
*• like.fuccels.'' Words cin't cxprefs the joy that 
diffufed itielf in every countenance, and the ac- 
clamations which refounded from the whole army 
with huzzas, and ^^ A long life to their incompa* 
rablc fovcrcign.*' 

An army fpiriced up in this manner was eager RefoiuHdn 
to be led on 10 the moft arduous enterprizes. The a^ack thT^ 
King feizes the opportunity, and prepares to feek main army. 
the main bo4y of the enemy, and if pofTible, to 
draw them to a general en^igement ; though they 
^rere far fuperior to him in numbers, and en- 
camped in a fituation fb fortified by every advan-. 
t^ of nature, and contrivance of arc, as to be. 
deemed almofl: impregnable. With this refolution 
he ordered the Prince of Bevern, who was joined, 

.1 foon 
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A- D. foon after the bautit, by the army und^ M. Schwc* 

*^*^' rin, to march with all expedition to.^mcet hiti|» 

at a certain place : and the fame orders accelerated 

the march of the Prince of Anhalt DeiTau with 

hi3 army. In their rout the Prince of Bevein 

made himiclf mailer of the greateft part of tbfi 

circle of Buntzlau, and diflodged and took a con- 

fiderable misigazine from the Auftrians. 

Jiftnta- Everything fucccededto favour thejun6Uon 

gem to di- of the Pruflian forces. There ftiU fjeinWiied fofloftj 

Auftriiin thing to be done in point of ge.neralfl$ip>. to weaken 

forces. ^j^^ enemy's ftrength^ without kayiog all to the 

rifle of ;he fword. His: Pruflian M^jcfty , ever vir 

gilant and penetrating^ with afagacity,/that fore-^ 

faw every things wa$ readily fwnilhcd .with a flxa-* 

tagem for this purpofe. His Majefty, . fici the fur- 

prize of every body, after the Prince of Anhalf 

Deflau was arrived at the camp of his deilination; 

near that of bis foveretgn's army; decamped and 

advanced with his own part of the«rmy to Budin,' 

where he drove the Auftrians ^roni their advan-^ 

tageous camp, to Weftram, which lies half way 

between Budin and Prague; — 

Succeeds. ^^^^ movement, added tothe way'4>y which he 

entered Bohemia, which was a,t^ a confide rabl^ 

diftance from any of the corps tomnoanded by hM 

gejnerals, fo deceived the enem^y^ into an imagi-^ 

nation that his Pruflian Majefty had undertaken 

fome deflgn diftinft from the objeft of his other 

armies; that they fell into the fnare, and detach* 

ed 20,000 men from, their, main army to attend 

upon his particular motions. - 

But 
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^ut after hi^ M^jf^y h^ palTe^ the Egrs^, and A* ^« 
was there jpir)e4 by th<j firmy ynder M. Scbwerin, *'^^* 
in fuch 4 lituatiQn that they could a6): jointly, h^ 
tnadc^ fo f^dden apd mafterly a mQvement to th^. 
hfc, a$ if his intentiQn was agaiafi: Egra, that 
it completed hi^ real delign ; which cut off* all 
communicati^i) between thap detachment and the 
main army of th« Auftrianp, ftrongly entrench* 
ed^ as ahove^mentioned, on the banks of the 
Molday to the north of Prague j their left wing 
being guarded by the mpuntains of Zifcka> and 
the right extending as far as Herboholi, vnder 
the command of Prince Charles of Lorrain^ and 
Marfhal Brown* 

Having gsuned this advantage to weaken the 
enemy's main body \ it made the Auftrians pore 
cautious, and though they had been reinforced by 
an arqiy from MQfavja i by the remains pf the 
forces, defeated by the Duke of Severn, and hj 
ieveraj regiments dr^wn from the garrifon of 
Prague, it' was r^fqlved not to march Waqueft of 
the invaders, and to prevent their uniting, as in^ 
found policy oiight to have been doncj but to 
wait their united forc^ in a ftrong camp to cover Auftnans ' 
the metropolis from infult. But this caution in ^pL^V 
the enemy only ftimulated the vivacity of the 
Pruffian hero, whofc courage was always iharp^ 
ened by difficulties. His refolutions were not taken 
upon the danger, but the expediency of the ac- 
tion. He could noc hope for fucceis, in his fu- Reafons 
ture- operations, without defeating this fortified [^g^le^^*^' 
army. Therefore defoifing the difficulties he had Auftnaa 

' * . army. 

to 
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A. D. to encounter in the attack, orders were given for 

^757- 30,000 men to pals the Molilau, which was done, 

with himfelf at their head, on the 6ch day of May, 

in the morning, on bridges of boats -, having leffi 

the reft of the army under the command of the 

Prince of Anhalt Deflau, to fecurethe pafsof that 

. river, in cafe of need. Thofc 30,000, on their 

arrival a-crofs the Moldau, Were immediately 

Pruflian joined by the troops under M. Schwerin and the 

tn>ops)oin- p^jj^^g Qf Bevern, according to the good difpofi- 

tion made by his Majefty in the general plan of 
this invafion : and it was refolved to attack the 
enemy with thefe united forces, on the fame day. 
Advance In putfuance of this refolution the King ordered 

Sck * ^'" ^^^ ^^y ^^ ^'^ ^^ ^" *^ ^^^ '^y Potfchernitz, as 
the moft eligible difpoHtion for executing this 
grand defign, by flanking the enemy. This ob- 
liged Count Brown to wheel about to the right. 
The battle ThcPruffians however continued their march to 
Praeue. Bichwitz ; though it was a very bad way, fo full 
of deBles' and morafles, that the infantry and ca- 
valry were forced to fepafate. But all thofe ob- 
ftacles could not check the ardour of the Pruffian 
officers and men, whoon this occafioh, vied with 
each other in palfing defiles, in crofling marfhes, 
in feizing the riling grounds, and in clearing 
ditches. 
A fmaii However, their ardour had in the beginning of 
check at the engagemcilt like to have ruined their caufe. 
Too eager for action, the infantry began the attack 
fo precipitately as to give the Auftrians fome ad-» 
vantage ^ which obliged them to fall back : but 

this 
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this check fervcd only to whet their courage. A. D. 
The infantry immediately rallied, and advanced ^'^^'^^ 
with an impetuofity, that was not to be refitted, SSTrcfo- 
attacked and entirely broke the enemy's right. ^^^*^' 
The King was employed in taking the enemy in 
flank. But the whole plan of .operations was al^ 
moft difconcerted by a marlhy ground, which 
unexpeftedly ftopt the advancing of M. Schwe- 
rin's army ; without whofe help, it was not poifi- 
ble to defeat the enemy. Therefore the Marflial 
difmounted, and entering the morafs with the 
ftandard of the regiment in his hand, fo encou* . 
raged his. men, with crying out, ** Let all brave 
Pruflians follow me;'* that they, infpired wiil\ 
the bravery' of iheir heroic commander, in the 
82d year of his age, and all their officers, who 
followed this example, prefled forward, and never 
abated in their ardour, till the enemy was, totally 
routed, though tjieir General was unfortunately 
killed by the firft fire. The Auftrian cavalry 
flood no more than three charges, aiid then re* 
tired in great confufion i the center being at the 
fame time totally routed. The Pruflian left wing 
filed off towards Micheley, and being there joined 
by the horfe, renewed their attack upon the enemy 
retreating haftily towards Safzawa^ while the 
right wing of the Pruflians were diverting them- 
felves with attacking the fmall remains of the left . 
wing of the Auftrians, and making themfelves 
matters of three batteries. Prince Henry of 
Pruflia and the Prince of Bcvern performed won- 
ders, making themfelves matters of two batteries : 
and Prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick took the left 
2 wing 
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A. D. wing of the Auftriafis Itx flank, while the Kiftg 
^^^'^^ fecufcd the paflfage bf the Moldaa with his kit 
and a body of cavalry. However the Auftrlans 
at firft received the enettiy with great fi|mnefs and 
bravery -, and did not give way, till they, after 
a long and obftinate engagement, were obliged to 
yield to fuperior abilities, and the fate of war. 
Viaory After many fignal examples of valour on both 
^iw*!)f " ^^^> ^^^ Auftrians were driven fiom the field of 
Pruffia. battle ; who attributed the ill fuccefs of the day 
to the advantage, which thePfuifians had of the 
wind, that blew the powder into the eyes of the 
AuftrianSi Be that as it will : the King of Pruf- 
fia obtained a complete victory -, took 60 pieces 
of cannon *, all the tents and baggage, the mi- 
litary cheft, and the whole camp ; ten ftandard^ 
and upwards of 4000 prifoners ^^ amongft whom 
were 30 officers of rank ; and they killed and 
wounded a very extraordinary number ; amongd 
whom was M. Brown, who died of his wounds 
and chagrin foon after, at Prague. 
Auftriatt The Auftrians gave out that the Pfuffians had 
Sriofs ^^ 5^>ooo men killed and wounded in this a<Etion. 
But the account publUhed by the King of Pruffia, 
^mits of no more than 2500 killed, amongft 
whom was M. Schwerin, the Prince of Holftein 
Beck, General d*AmftcI, two Colonels and one 

> Some accounts make them ajo pieces of cannon, which 
6ems moft probable from the ftrength and extent of the camp, 
and the number of field pieces re(}aired in each regiment, in 
the time of adtion, 

T Some accounts make them io,ooo. 

Lieutenant 
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Lieutenant Gbtonel : and about 3000 wounded, A- ^- 

inctuding fix Gcwrals; '^^^* 

The fuftklv© Auftrians toqk federal roads. A^*"S^ 

^ arfny diw 

About i2,ooo of their hoffe fled towards Ben- per&d. 
fehau, where they afterwards aflcmblcd under Ge- 
neral Pretlach. About 40,000 efcaped their pur- Moft of 
fliers, and efcorted Prince Charles oiF Lorrain zhd Int^ ^ 
M Browft into Prague : but Ikffered greatly m ^"S^* 
their retreat from a detachment under M« Keith, 
who pvnrfuQd them up to the very gates of that 
cxtjr.. 

Two ot^eA» now pcsfemed themfelres for hisj^^ob- 
Pruflian Majefty's attention. To avail himfelf^l^fidmcL 
c^ the preftnt GOBAevnation and confufion of hh 
enemy's troops ; and to guard againft the Imperial 
army of execution 1 the only force that could be 
brought againfi: himi with any hopes, of fucceis ; 
md which was preparing to march for the relief 
of Pr^ue and the Auftrians. So that, while he 
cook the refolution to befiege Prague } hb M^ 
jeftr commanded Colonel Meyer, with a battalion To prerenc 

- aoothcr 

of Pruilim pandours and 400 huflars, to cut off enemy ^ 
all febfiftancc for any army, that (hould march to^*^"^* 
the fuccour of the Auftrians : which fervice he 
cffcdually performed, by deftroying all their mar 
gazines, efpetially that copfiderable and valuabTe 
one erefbed at Prlfen. His expedition againft To befiege 
Prague was lb rapid, that he, in four days, fur- "^** 
rounded the walls of that tity, himfelf on one 
fide, and M. Keith on the other fide of the river, 
with lines and entirnchmertts, in fuch a manner, 
as entirely cut off all communication with the 

country ; 
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A. D. country ; and (hut up Prince Charles of Lorraine 

^^^' M. Brown, two Princes of Saxony, the Prince of 

©?Sf* .Modena; the Duke d'Arcmberg, G>unt Lacy, 

rifon. feveral other pcrfons of great diftindign, and 

about 40,000 of the Auftrian army, that had 

cfcaped him in the field and fled here for refuge : 

an army, it was then thought, ftropg enough to 

difpute their fovereign's caufe in the field ; and by 

00 means commendable for placing their fafety, 

within the walls of a city, where nothing but 

fome forcunate accident, was like to deliver them 

from the enemy, after they had underjgone every 

blockade hardfhip of famine, fire^ and fword. So that 

^"^^ ' when they faw their communication cut off, and 

that the Pruflians were continually employed in 

ftrcngthening the works of the blockade, they 

had formed, and had made themfelves mailers of 

Czifcaberg, a ftrong redoubt, on an Eminence, 

that commands the > city, without being able to 

recover that poft, notwitbftanding they had Tallied 

out, and taken fome other (teps, for that pur- 

A power- pofe ; a defign was formed to get rid of the ufe- 

diirlhe^lcfs mouths, which could fcrve only to confume 

<^*y^^ the provifions, to bring on a famine, and per- 

mouths, haps a plague, or oblige them to furrcnder. This 

was to be done by forcing the Pruffian lines : and 

12,000 men were drawn out for that fcrvice; who 

were, with fword in hand, to open a way through 

the camp of the bcfiegers for thofe that were not 

wanted in the city: and in cafe an impreflion 

could be made on the lines, they were to be fuf- 

tained 
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taitied by ^11 the grenadiers, volunteers, pandours, ^' !>• 
and Hungarmn infantry. '^^^' 

Every taxing was prepared for this fally with Betrayed 
the greateft vigour and privacy, and promifed the |j * ^^^*^* 
defired fuccefs, under the cover of a very dark 
ili^t. But Providence ftept in between the King 
2nd ,hid danger. A deferter, about eleven that 
iame night, reveals the whole defign to the royal 
ear. . Heaven gave the alarn^ : the King in leis 
than a quarter of an 'hour bad his whole army 
under arms, and prepared to give the aflailanta 
ii ^atm reception *• 

The Auftrians, it feems, depending more onFaiii. 
the oWcurity of the night and a profound filence 
in their motions, than upon the ufe of their arms, 
charged the Pruffian advanced pofts before they 
were dHcovcred ; though the Pruflians were fore- 
warned of their attempt. They firft attacked the 
camp of M. Keith, on the fide of the little town, 
and the left wing of the Pruflian army, that 
ftretched along the M oldau ; with hopes to deftroy 
the batteries that were raiCng, and to gain the 
bridges of communication^ thrown by the Pruf- 
fians over the Moldau at Branick ahd Podbaba, 
about a quarter of a German mile above and below 
Prague. About two o'clock the enemy expcfted 
to furprize the miners : but they came a quarter 
of an hour after the miners had left work. 
However they fired a piece, which alarmed a pi- 
quet of one hundred of the Pruflian guards fent 
to fuftain the body that covered the works : but 

» Ontb«2adof May. 

Vol. IL Q^ ^^^ 

i6 
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A. D. ^ the night was fo dark, that they could not diftin- 
*757- guifh, who were friends, or foes, and lb fell into 
confufion. This was remedied by Lieutenant 
Jork, who being fent with two platoons, to re- 
connoitre the enemy, kindled a fire, the light of. 
which difcovered their difpofition to Captain Ro* 
dig, who immediately formed the defign of fall* 
ing upon them in flank ; which they performed 
Lois. efiedually by firing in platoons, and mutually re* 
peating the fignal given by their commander* 
By which means, and keeping up a continual 
{hooting, they made the Auftrians believe them to 
be a numerous body ; fo that they fled^with fuch 
precipitation, that many of them were drowned 
in the river ; feveral deferted, and the reft returned 
to Prague. 

. At the fame time the miners wer« attacked, a 
regiment of horfe grenadiers, fupported, by the 
Hungarian infantry, attacked a Pruffian redoubt^ 
guarded by Prinqe Ferdinand of BrunfwickV bat- 
talion. The Auftrians returned thrice to the af- 
fault; and their mufquetry kept an inceflant fire 
upon the whole front of the Pruffians, from the 
convent of St. Margaret to the river : by which 
the battalion fuSered extremely. 

As foon as day began to appear, the Pruffians 
quitted their camp, to (eek and to engage the 
enemy. They found Pa;idours in pofTcffion of 
' a building called the Redhoufe, at the bottonr of 
a declivity before Wellaftowitz, well barricadoed 
and fupplied with cannon. But the battalion 
of Panncwitz, after two hours fevere {ervice, in 
the midft of a continual fire from' both cannon and 

mufquetry 
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tnufqiietry drove thcrh out ; though they were not A. D* 
able to maintain the poft ; becaufc the artillery of ^^^^* 
the city kept a continual fire upon it, from the 
moment it was known to be in the power of the 
Fruillans. So that this houie fell again into the 
hands of the Pandours. 

Thus ended the affair of this fally, which had 
been fo well cobfrived. The Auftrians left many * 
dead and wounded behind them ; and many de- 
ierters and prilbners. It was alfo attended with 
confiderable lofs to the Pruffians, both in officers 
and private men:- and Prince Ferdinand, the 
King's youngeft brother narrowly efcaped, with a 
flight wound in bis face, and a horfe killed under 
him. 

It appeared neceiTary to find them employment a moil 
in Prague; and for that purpofe ^fpecially, to J^^J^^j^^^^^ 
baften the * approaches and to complete the batte- nient. 
rips. The heavy attillery being arrived^ four bat- 
teriefe began ^ to play with great, execution from 
th^ banks of the Moldau; The Prince of Bevern 
was appointed U) cover the fiege with an army of 
2o,oop men. After a moft dreadful ftbrm of rain 
and .thunder, as if it were to difplay how much 
more xuinous the malice of men may be, than the 
greateft terrors of nature^ a rocket; was thrown 
into the air, as a fignal for the battenes to begin \ 
and they difcharged at the rate of 288 bombs 
^very ^4 hours, which: were accompanied by vaft 
numbers of red hot cannpn balls, and other inltru* 
ments of deftruftion. The beficged were not in 

• Aboat 1000 killed shd Wounded. 
^ On the 29th of May in the f veninjg. 

0^2 acon- 
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A. D. a condition to return the fire with equal fury. 

*7$7« Their want of proper artillery and ammunition 

Stbn^of furnifhed his Pruffian Majcfty with an oppcntunity, 

the bcfieg. uQt ^ be cxpeftcd, to pour deftrudion upon this 

unfortunate city, whofe ftreets and iquares were 

crouded with ^ horfes, grown aknoft inad for 

want of forage ; and whofe houfes, at laft, took 

fire on the fide of the Moldau, which heightened 

the mifery of the citizens, and encoun^ed the be- 

fiegers to divefl: themfelves of all humanity, and 

to pra£Uie every ftratagem, €otry every barbarous 

inventioain the military art, to fwce them to fur- 

cuy on render or capitulate. The bombardment never 

Mm f*^ 

ceafed night nor day. And the flames, at lad got 

to fuch a head, that the fire was no Iboner quench*- 

ed in one part, than it broke out in another. 

Miferable Thus, men, horfes and houfes were wrapped in 

flames and reduced to aflies ; and the necefiaries 

of life alfo confiimed in this almofl: general eonfla- 

gration ; a ftill more moving fcene prefencs itfelf. 

The principal magiftrates, burghers and cleigy were 

not fufiered to open their mouths to the army, in the 

moft fubmiflive terms, in favour of their city, on 

the point of being reduced to a heap of rubbifli. 

Two fenators, more importunate than the feft, 

were hanged by order of the military power ^ and 

when the cry of the public increafed for neceflary 

i4,oooci- fubfiftepa, 12,000 of the moft ufelefs mouths 

▼ra"out1f ^^^c thriven out to aflc bread, or to fall under 

the city, the fword, of the enemy. . 

« ' . . •> ■ 

* 12,000 hotfei. 

Their 
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Their ftarving condition had no weight in the A. D. 
itafonings of an enemy, whofe fuccefi depended "^^'^* 
upon the increafe of his advcrfary*s diftitis* They Beat back, 
were driven back, which foon reduced the city to 
the neceifity of eating horfe flefli. The horib Eat horft 
which were ftarved for want of forage, were cut ^^^ 
up and diftributed amongft the garrifon ; and the 
citizens were glad to buy it at four pence per 
pound. But fo long as their corn held out, the 
garrifon was in no hurry to capitulate : of which 
there was yet no fcarcity, Oncfe more it was re- 
vived to try the iflue of fallys ; and though they 
proved of no advantage otherwife, they harrafled ' 
the enemy, and obliged the Pruffians, who had 
not a fufficient change to watch fo numerous, re- 
folute and defperatq a garrifon, to be always upon 
their guard, and might in time oblige them to raife 
the fiegc. 

Such wat the critical fituation of the afiairs of ^««^J^«. 

on the cn- 

the Emprefs Queen. All the pafles of her king- ticai ftate. 
dom of Bohemia towards Lufatia, Voigtland, 
Saxony and Glatz, in the pofleffion of the King 
of Pruffia ; the flower of her armies and the chief 
commanders cooped up in Prague : the reft of 
her troops defeated, difpirited and difperfed in 
imall parties, and flying to leek fubfiftence : the 
capital of Bohemia reduced by fire and famine to 
the laft extremity : the army within on the poipt 
of furrendering prisoners of war : the whole king- 
dom without ready to fubmit to the will of the 
conquerors : all aid from Saxony entirely cut oflT: 
the Ruflians obliged to retreat : all die hereditary 

0^3 domi- 
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A. D. dominions of the houfc of Auftria open and cx- 

*^^^' pofcd : Vienna itfclf not fecure from a ficge ; and 

the Pruflian troops deemed invmcible ! when two 

extraordinary incidents ftarted up to convince the 

world that no power upon earth is to truft too 

much to his own wifdom and ftrength ; and that 

there are refources in the womb of Providence, 

which if properly attended to and improved, are 

able to deliver us out of the moft dcfpcrate cir- 

cumftances. 

King of The irrefiftible fuccefs of his arms had fo far 

Pniffia'8 grot thc better of the Kins's reafon, that he fuffcr- 

too great ^ . ^ 

courage, ed the fmall parties of thc enemy to aflemble in 

a body, in a (ituation "" not lefs hazardous to be 

Kefoives to attacked, than thc walls of Prague. He made 

attack the j^^ f^^^ ^f reducing, the city : and he made too 

camp at . ^ ' 

Kohn, light of breaking the lines and forcing the camp 
at Kolin , again^ which his Majefty, in perfon, 
marched on the 13th day of June, with a forc6 
very inadequate to attack an army of 60,000 
men, fortified and commanded by a brave and 
A^pinft experienced general. — A refolution fo fraught 
M Keith^s^j^h difficulties, that M.Keith remonftrated ear- 
cpmio . ^^j^jy againft this meafure. The Marfhal advifed 
either to raife the fiege. and to attack the camp with 
the united forces of rPruffia,. or to . proceed with 
the fiege in the prefent manner, till the city fhould 
be obliged to capitulate, or till the Auflrians in 
the camp Ihould attempt to raife the ficgc. Be- 
caufc, from cither of thcfe refolutjons there were 
hopes of fuccefs. The Prulfian united forcea 
might more probably carry their point agiinft the 

t At Koliji, 
2 camp. 
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xamp, than could be expeded from the moft re- A.D. 
folute efForts of the inferior ftrength of 32,000 
men, which was the whole force fet a- part by the 
King for that fervice. And by continuing the 
fiege in its prefent form^ he faid, it would either 
oblige the Auftrians within to furrender, which 
would leave all his Majefty's forces at liberty to 
ad, as circumftances might require ; or the Au- 
ftrians without, to quit their ftrong camp, and to 
attack him to their great difadvantage : for fo long 
zs the Fruflians Ihould continue within their lines 
before Prague, no army cpuld attempt to raife the 
fiege, without fighting thei;n upon terms nearly 
equal. 

Sage as this counfel might be, the King's cou* Ho^ the 
rage got the better of his judgment : elated with iJtifd7^^ 
victory, impetuous in his valour, and depending 
upon the difcipline of his foldiers, in which he 
expeded to gain the fuperiority, (againft him great* 
ly in numbers) he bid defiance to all oppofition, 
depended folely on the courage and viAorious 
arm, which had carried him through {ill oppofition, 
and delivered him out of all difficulties, arid ac- 
tuated with a kind of military enthufiafm, he 
marched towards Kolin with ^flurance of fuccefs, ^r 

To humble this fpirit of prefumption, there 
darted up a General, whom the neceffities of the 
times recommended to a fervice of that interefting 
nature, which was no lefs than to fave the Em- 
prefs QueenX dominion* from entire deftruftion ; 
and to deliver her armies from the coercive power 
of a moft furprizing adteiiturer ; already in pof- 

0^4 feffioa 
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A. D. feffion of all that fertile country between the Egra 

*^*^' and the Moldau. This wafe Leopold Coum: Daiu% 

raaer and who had never commanded in chief before : but 

Count^ ^^had acquired great experience in the inoft illuftrb- 

Daun. ous fcenes of a&ion, and under the moft diftin«- 

guifhed Generals of this century, in various parts 

of Europe ; and particularly the favourite of the 

great KevenhuUer : yet, nefther his connexions 

with thofe great foldiers^ nor his noble extraAion, 

from a very ancient and great family, had ever 

procured him any favour from court -, bis promo^ 

tion in the army being entirely owing to his merit. 

His way to preferment was a kind of index to his 

' future condu£i:, in pofleiTion of the higheft com-* 

mand. It was (low and filent, refolvoi to gain 

that by mere dint of fuperior worth, which others 

Ibught and puflxed for with much intrigue, hurry 

and buftle, amongft their friends at court. 

This was the temper, this the charafter of tho 
Genera], who now entered the theatre of war, tp 
item thie torrent of difgrace, and to iave his coun^r 
try from ytter ruin. His firmnels, fagacity, pe« 
netration atid cautioufnefs recommended himi at 
this critical jpn^ture, like another Fabius, to 
check the gre ^nd vigour of the Prujfian monarch, 
who like Hannibal, fet no bounds to bis ambition 
and arms i and (lid almoft ruin himlelf by trufting 
too much to his good fortgne and military (kill. 

This General had been ient from Vienna, to the 
jgrand Jirmys find did not arrive till after its dc- 
featf . The day rftcrtlie battle he had got no far* 

Ji)cr ib»o Spfnaiff bbfpd^ » few roilej from Prague j 
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wiiete he fn^t a large body of Auftrian horfc, A. D. 
mider General SeibekxH, which, with fbme other '^^^' 
id the fugitive corps and broken remains of the the fcatter^ 
Auftrian army, Marfhal Daun collected with an ^ ^^^^l 
aftivity, thi^t attrafbed the attention of his Pruflian ftrian 
Majcfty ; who d«achcd the Prince of Severn, with *""^* 
20 battalions, and 3o4quadrons, to prevent their B^tm^ 
numbers becoming formidable. A moft prudent fack^h **' 
ftep : and could it have fucceeded, the fate of 
Bohemia, and perhaps of the Houfe of Auftria, 
would have been therewith decided. But Daun 
aded upon more fure principles. He was too 
cautious and penetrating to ftake the ruin of his 
Innperial Miftrefs on the chance of a battle, to 
be fought by. a few difpirited, ihattered troops, 
funk with difgrace, and in ^ great want of every 
thing, with an army flulhed with vidlory^^and 
well fupplied with all the neceflaries for a foldier's 
}ife and for adion. 

As fooh as it was known that the Pruffians were Daun rt^ 

m 

in motion, to attack .him, Daun retreated to the ^Hi^^ 
Elbe^ and entrenched himfelf ftrongly, and with 
great advantage of ground at Kolin ; where he 
could receive recruits, fent daily to his camp from 
Moravia, wd heavy artillery from the fortrefs of 
Olmutz ; and infpire the garrilbn in Prague with 
hopes, that he would ibon be in a condition to 
raife the fiege : he was likewife (b fituated that its t^ran* 
he could barraft the enemy by cutting off their ^^?* 
iconvoys ; and weaken thcir efforts aguinft Prague, 
by obliging the King to em{d6y neftr a moiety of 
hi% army in watching his motions* 

By 
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A. D. By keeping clofe within this camp, he had nc^ 
^^^^' thing to fear froni the Prince of Bevern 5 whom 

Sis campf ^^ frequently alarmed by a detachment of Hun- 
garians and Saxons under General Nadafti, who 
made feveral motions with advantage ; and. by an- 
other of huflars under Colonel Putkammer, who 
pafled the defile of Czirkwitz and fpread an alarm 
through the whole camp of the enemy : and thus 
by degrees, he reftored the languifhing and aU 
mod defponding fpirits of his own troops. Be- 
fides, he rendered his fituation irkibme and . em- 
barrafling to a monarch of an ehterprifing and 
impetuous difpofition : and did ridt doubt, but he 
fliould be able, by retarding the enemy's opera- 
tions, and afllduoufly avoiding a precipitate adion, 
until" the Pruflian vigour Ihould be exhaufted, their 
ftrength impaired bydeiertion and lofles, the fire and 
ardour of their genius extinguifhed by continual 
fatigue and incefifant alarms, to oblige the Pruf- 
fians not only to raife the fiege olF Prague, but to 
evacuate the whole kingdom of Bohemia. 

The event juftified his condu6l. The ar- 
my at Kolin increafed daily in number; and con* 
fequently became more formidable to the ene-^ 

King of my, ThcrKing rf Pruflia, who had depended 

reafolwVor "P^^ ^^^ impoflibllity of fuch a nqmerous army 
attacking iubfifting fo long within the walls of a city, grew 
Daun. daily more and more impatient,, at the length of 
the fiege ^ and he began, already, to forefee the 
fatality of permitting Count Daun's army to grow 
lo. powerful, as in a fiiort time, it might not only 
bC/too much for the Prince of Blevern, but fl:rong 

enough 
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enough to force him to raife'the ficge. This dc- A. D. 
coyed him into the fnare Iprcad by thfe Auftrian ^^^* 
general; who was at the head of 60,000 men, strength of 
well difciplined and deeply entrenched ; defended K:o^nT *' 
by a prodigious train of artillery, placed on re- 
doubts and batteries, ^refted on the moft ad- ' 
vantagcous polls ; with lines and heavy pieces of 
cannon at every acceffible part of the camp, and 
rendered almoft inaccefljble by difficult defiles at 
the foot of the hills. 

How formidable foever this appearance of the King of 
Auftrian camp may be, it rather ferved to (harpen^ m^chU 
than to blunt the edge of his Pruffian Majefty's^ a^ck 
martial genius. He joined the Prince of Bevern Daun. 
at Milkowitz, about fix miles from Prague, with 
three battalions of infantry and one regiment of 
cuirafliers, brought from before Prague, and with 
five battalions and ten fquadrons he had picked 
up on the road, which had been employed to 
guard the Safawa. He al(b had ordered Prince 
Maurice of Anhalt Deflau to follow him next 
day with fix battalions and one regiment of cui- 
raffiers. Which was punftually done. Thus the uis force, 
whole force of the Pruffian army, after their 
junflion, confifted of 32 battalions and 11 1 fqua- 
drons' of horfe, dragoons and hufiars, making 
32,000 men, upon the neareft. computation •, and 
without further delay they advanced to feck the ene- 
my, whom they found moft advaritageoufly poftcd, 
and covered with a very numerous artillery, upon 
the high grounds between Gentitz dnd St. John 
the Baptift J greatly reinforced fincc the King's 

march 



aga The GENERAL HISTORY or 

A. D. march from his camp before Prague, and drawa 
'757- ,^p jjj ji^j-gg lincj^ It ^as now about three in the 

SSin.^^ afternoon, when the firft onfet was made; The 
Auftrians waited the approach of the enemy, as 
a people fecure in their £tuation, rather than in 
their numbers and courage. Their artillery wer^ 
placed with the utmoft advantage for defence, and 
charged with chain and grape{hot,which poured like 
hail upon the Pru0iails, who bid defiance to difiiculr 
ties and death, and marched up the hills with a 
firmnefs and intrepidity, that mufthave daunted and 
driven back any troops, that were not determined 
to conquer or to die. The Daughter of the advancr 
ing army was moft horrible ^ the Pruffians were 
obliged not only to pais through the thickeft fire, 
that can be imagined, but to fight their way over 
heaps of their brave companions, mowed down 
by the ^cannon of the enemy. Yet inured to con- 
quer, and fpurning at danger, the Pruflians drove 
iheir enemies from two eminences, fortified with 
heavy cannon, an4 from two villages defended by 
feveral battalions. For a while vi&ory fiemed t:p 
incline towards the Pruflians y but, as they at- 
tacked the third eminence;, their prodigious lofs 
of men, the obftinacy of the enemy, and the ad- 
vantage the Auftriah cavalry gained, by their 
numbers and fituation, to flank jthem with grape 
and chain-fliot^ the brave few that were left in 
battle, to contend forvidlory, were putintodif- 
ord^r, and driven back. However, preferring a 
glorious death in the prefence of ^heir King, to 
an inglorious retreat, that (bould cancel the ho- 

nour. 
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IK)ur) and wither the laurels, they had brought A. D. 
mto the field from Reichenberg and the neigh- ^^^^* 
bourhood of Prague, they rallied and refumed 
the charge with double ardour, not only once 
more, but feven tinies fucceffively ; led on by that 
^ valiant foldier and great general Prince Ferdinahd ; 
but not being in a condition to maihtain the ground, 
where cheir cavalry could not a£t, and agaioft 
the obftinacy and numbers of an enemy, who had 
the advantage of fituation, artillery and entrench- 
inents, under the command of a general of the 
greateft (kill and condud, they gave it up. 

The King, like a man in delpair, more willing DefDente 
to pieet death, than to carry the caufe of difcon- ^l^Jj^*"* 
tent in his breaft, refolves to wipe off, the dif-^^g* 
grace, which now appeared ready to fall upon his 
anns, through his own ra(hnefs, by a more furious 
efibrt. With this refolution he put himfelf at the 
head of his cavalry, and attacks the left wing of 
the enemy, with the greateft bravery, and expofed 
his perfon, to animate his foldiers, in the moft 
perilous fituations. Yet neither valour, conduft. Retreats* 
nor even defperation was able to mend a loft cauie. 
So far his tutelar gdnius accompanied him in this 
diftrefi, as to favour the retreat of the remains of 
the braveft army, that ever faced an enemy. The 
•King drew off his forces from the field of blood, 
for this might more properly be called a carnage, 
than a battle, ivith all his baggage and artillery, 
in fight of the enemy, in good order, and with- 
•out one attempt to ^urfue him. - 

jL Thus 
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A.D« Thus ended that precipitate reiblution^ taken 
^757- by his Pruflian Majefty, contrary to the good ad- 
abk'bral vicc of his faithful Keith, whofe valour was tu- 
bo^ fides. '^^^ ^y experience. However, this engagement; 
may be accounted a trial of (kill and courage be-> 
tween the two powers concerned therdA. For, 
aln[K)ft all the officers, on each fide, diftinguiflied 
themfelves : The PrufiTians, to recomAiend thern^ 
fdves under the infpedion of their Sovereign, md 
to fupport the applaufe already gained by their vic- 
tories : the Auftrians, to fave their country from 
falling a facrifice to the jcaloufy and refentment 
of the King of Pruflia. Both the King's l?ro- 
thers were in the field, and they did all that could 
be expeSed from the King of Pruflia's brothers* 
Count Daun had a horfe killed under him, and re* ^ 

ceived two flight wounds, as he emulated the conduft 
of his royal adverfary. in every perilous fituation. 
The lofles of both armies were . extraordinary \a 4 

Lofle« on their men. The Pruffians had upwards of eight 
both fidc8. thoofand killed and wounded : many were made 
prifoners % or deferted. The Auftrians had above 
ten thoufand killed and wounded. ^ 

King of The lofs of this battle the King attributed 
bUmM wholly to himfelf One falfe motion frequently 
bimfeif. proves decifive. He expofed the infantry naked 
and uncovered by the cavalry, to the chain and 
grape-(hot of the enemy's whole artillery 5 which 
was an error, that could not be retrieved, on 

f Amongft whom wwc the two generals Txeikow and 
Pannewich, 

ground. 
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grpund, where tke cavalry could not be brought A. D. 
up to cover the infantry. The Auftrians did ^^^^* 
a&ually fly before his Majefty's yidtorious troops, 
at the beginning of the engagement: but the 
Pruflians having neither horfe nor artillery to en- 
able them to ^ fuftain the fhock of the Auflrian 
fire, which made terrible havock amongH: their 
ranks, it was impoffible for them to do more than 
thqy did. The ardour of - the conquerors being 
checked they were neceflitated to fubmit to fate, 
and retreat, not from the enemy, who never 
dared to follow them, when ever they fell, back ; 
but from thofe engines of defl:rudion> whoie 
murdering fury they had no means to refift, nor 
numbers to fupply. 

However, the Pruffian hero did not fink under hIs can- 
this reverfe of fortune, he fupported himfelf with f^^^^^ 
a dignity becoming a great King, who, notwith- 
' ftanding this fevere trial of his fortitude, and the 
cloud, which appeared to overcaft his glory, and 
Xf> darken the- way to future fucccfs, was con* 
Vinced cf his error, acknowledged his fault, and 
did every thing that one, in his fituatbn, was 
able to do, to extricate himfelf out of the pre- 
fcnt difficulty, and to continue the war with more 
advantage : So that whatever fmall blcmifh his 
military conduft might have fuffcred, his reputa- 
tion rofe higher and higher in the opinion of all 
judicious men, by the candid and noble manner in 
which he acknowledged hisiniftalce ; by the firm- 
ncfs; with which he bore his misfortune, and by 

thofe 
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A. D. thofc aftonilbing ftrokes of genius and hcroifin,' 
^'"^ by whicK he retrieved his I06. 
His letter His Majclly, in a letter to Earl Marihal, gives 
?, ^\ the bcft narrative and proof of this alFair. He 
firft does juftice to his enemy's valour, " The 
** imperial grenadiers, feys he, are an admirable 
" corps: one hundred companies defended a riGng 
^* ground, which my beft infantry could not car* 
<« ry. Ferdinand, who commanded them, re- 
** turned feven times to the charge ; but to no 
^ purpofe. At firft he mattered a battery, but 
*' could not hold it. The enemy had the advant- 
•' age of a numerous and v^cll-ferved artillery. 
** It did honour to Lichtenftein, who had the di- 
" rcftion.** He then extols the courage of his 
own men. ** Only the Pruffian army can dilputc 
** it with him.** But " my infantry were too few. 
•* All my cavalry were prefent, and idle Ipeflta- 
tors, excepting a bold pufti by my houlhold 
troops and fome dragoons.'* He then points 
*• out the caufes of his defeat : '* Ferdinand at- 
»« tacked without powder ; the enemy, in return, 
«' were not fparing of theirs. They had the ad- 
*' vantage of a rifmg ground of intrenchments, 
and of a prodigious artillery. Several of my 
regiments were repuMed by their mufquetry.'* 
Speaking of his brothers : " Henry, fays he, 
** performed wonders, I tremble for my worthy 
" brothers : they are too brave.** He takes the 
blame on himfclf. « Fortune turned her back 
•« on me this day; I ought to hafve expefted it. 
!; She ]% a female, and I am no gallant. In faft 

** I ought 
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** I ought to have had niorc infantry.?— Succcfi, A. D,. 
*' my dear Lord, often occafions a deftru&ive con- ^^^V 
" fidence* Twenty-four battalions ^cre not fuf- 
^\ ficient to diflodge fixty thoufand men from an 
^^ advantageous poft. Another time we hope to 
^ do better.— I have no reafon to complain of 
*' the bravei;y of my troops, or the experience of 
** my officers. I alone was in the fault : and I 
" hope to repair it ;" was the generous declara- 
tion of his Pruffian Majefty to one of his general 
officers. , 

His (hattered army having made a fafe retieat His expe* 
from the enemy's defiles and eminences 5 the next fuc^cVh? 
and immediate care was to prevent the bad efiefts ^^^z ^^c 
of this day's work, fhould the news thereof reach Prague. 
Fl'ague before he could take proper meafures to 
fecure his men, and all the matters employed in 
the redudion of that city. Therefore, though 
he had been lb greatly fatigued by the fervice of 
the day, at the head of every attack, on borfe- 
back, he left his army at Nimberg, under the 
command of the Prince of Bevcrn, and with frcfli 
horfes, and an efcort of a dozen huzzars, he fet 
out in perfbn for his camp before Prague, and ar- 
rived there; in the morning without halting. He 
placed double fentinels at all the avenues and ad- 
vanced pofts, to prevent intelligence arriving from 
Kolin \ and his orders for fending off all his ar^ 
tillery, ammunition and baggage, were executed 
with fuch expedition, that the tents were ftruck, 
and, the army on their march, before the garrifon 
were informed of the mighty caufe of their deli- 

VojL. II. R verance, 

16 
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A.D. verance. Brince Charles of Lonain, who held 
^'^^* the chief command alcme, afier the death of M 
nidc Ij Brown, who died in Prague of his wounds re- 
^gam- oeired on the 6th of ft^yt made a (ally with a large 
body of Aufhians ; but could do no further mis- 
chief, than kill about two hundred of the Pruffians 
Praffiaa in the rear of M. Keith*<divifion ; the corps com** 
5JJg[^ mandcd by the Prince of Pruffia, having marched 
touts. all night, by another rout, to join the Prii^ce of 
Bevern at Nimberg, w^ not (o much* e:^>ofed to 
the enemy. 

M. Keith made the beft of his way towards 

Saxony ; and was left by the King at the head of 

25,000 men to guard the pafles« His Majefty: 

and Prince Henry his brother, made the beft of 

their way to Pirna, with another part of the army» 

Aufbians and encamped in that neighbourhood* The Prince 

L^a^**^'** of Pruffia retreated into Lu&tia, with his diyifion 

of the ^my : where he was ibon after, in dangirr 

of being lurrounded by the Auftrians, who fol- 

Kituu lowed him, laid the town of Zittau in aflbcs by 

bombard- ^ dreadful bombardment ; and obliged the gar- 

rifon to furrender. This calkd for immediate re^ 

Kin^ of Hef. His Pruflian Majefty did not hefitate a mo* 

marches to mcnt to march from Pirna, with part of his ai^ 

rf hh'SL my, and leaving the remainder under M. Keith, 

^^* / to guard the pafies of the moun^ins of Bohemia, 

he, by forced marches, Came fuddenly upon the 

Auftrians, obliged them to retire, and delivered 

his brother's army. 

His ether The adHon at Kolin was not the only mortifi- 

"oTs!^'*' cation, which his Priiffian Majefty met with this 

iummen 
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C^mmfx. Hi$ terrkpr iej; jin Weftph^lw were over- 
run Md bid under jt;fm):$it^vc)QQ, «i^l feizod by 
tic Frcncll, f<^^ tb<5 wfe pf the EJmprefs Queen : 
;[»id the prmy of ^ery^tjon, pjs^id jby Great Britain^ 
mid latdy p^c in «ip(ipp wd^r bis Royal High- 
jiefe the Dfike of .Cumb^rl^fid) was not in a cq^^ 
dition to ftop tMr pr^ogrfiT?, or to make a fuffir 
^ ciwc di¥efilc»fi in hi3 f*yo\»r. 

His Royal Highoefs ih? Dujce of Cumberland The 
»ot oialy wanted ftrepgt^i tp aft offenfively againft fe^^o^' 
tbfi atdmpng pne«jy r b^^^ he fpiund hirnfelf ob- ""^cr the 
Vg^d to conform tp tfa^ jEf^noveri^ pounqil af- cuml.^. 
figned him, ifor Wsjccmduft in the c<punmand ©f ^^^^* 
the army of obf^rv^t^i whofe favourite object 
was to keep clear of any operations and connec- 
Mans, which mi^t e|;pojfe their ^ledorate to a 
criminal procefs in the Imp^ri^l courts ; and to a£b 
only on the de&nfiyef with expedation that the 
French would not dare to aft in the hoilije manr 
ner, as they did, againft a German EleiEtorate ; or 
that, in cafe of fuck an atrocious infrinp^nrient of 
the Imperial compact, for the prefcrvalion of alj 
parts of the Germanic body, the Emperor would 
be obliged to proted them from a foreign and un- 
provoked invader. 

Such was the fituation of his Royal Highnefs French ar- 
4t Bielfeld % when the plan of operations were m. d'E " 
. . fettled ^^"- ^ 



t His army confiftcd of thirty-fcvcn battalion3 and thirty- 
four (qoadrons; viz. thre/e Pruffian regiments, that retired 
from Wefel, fix battalions and fix fquadrons» polled at Bielfeld, 
under command of Lieutenant-General Baron d.e Spprck^;, 
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A. D. fettled between him and the Hanoverian generals 5 
■^^'* and the French army, confifting at that time of 
fevcnty battalions \ forty IqUadrons * and fifty-two 
In great pieccs of cannon •, befidcs a body of cavalry left 
J^i, at Ruremond for conveniency of forage -, of which 
*^' the French were greatly in want, as well as of al- 

moft every neccffary of life, which want daily in- 
creafed by the meafures taken by the Duke to re- 
tard and to difcourage their advancing to the We- 
fer : for, the nearer they approached the feat of the 
army of obfervation, the greater they found the 
Several difficulty to get provifions. The country was not 
ftirmiflics. ^^Yt to fupply all their wants, and the little that 
could be found was not to be carried away without 
oppofition, and difadvantagcous flcirmifties-, for 
the Hanoverians penetrated fo far as the country 
of Paderborn, and carried off a convoy of wheat 
and oats, to be laid up in the Electorate of Co- 
logne for the ufe of the French army, 
Wifcdif- Certainly no difpofitions could be made with 
pofitiorw greater propriety, to convey the moft advantage^ 
Sc DiiJw ous ideas of the martial and political abilities of 
bcrSd"* ^ commander in chief, than thofe, which , his 
Royal Highnefs the Duke of Cumberland laid 

fix battalions at Hervordcn, under Lieutenant- General de 
Block: fix battalions and four fquadrons, between Hervorden 
and Minden, under Major-General Ledcbour; feven batta- 
lions and ten fquadrons, near Hamelen« under Lieutenant* 
General d'Oberg ; and £ve battalions and four fquadrons, near 
Niemburg, under Major-General Haufs* 

h A French battalion is from five to fix hundred men. 

^ A French fquadron is from two hundred and fifty to three 
hundred horfe. 

down 
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down, adviied, and maintained to the utmofl of A^ 0. 

I7C7 

his power ; fo far, wc humbljr prefume to faj^, as • 
his ilrength iiif the field, and his weight id the 
council^ under which he was obliged to a£b, would 
enable and permit him to difplay the military 
knowledge of his heroic genius. But, when he 
percdved that the French were under the defpe- 
rate neceffity of fighting or ftarving ; that never- 
thelefs he could not draw them to an engagement, 
with the advantage he had formed to.himfelf, by 
placing his camp between Bielfcld - and Hervor- His reafon 
den 5 and that the enemy, by a vaft fuperiority of f^"" ^rom^" 
men, would be able to get between him and the Bieifield* 
Wefer, and that they were making difpofitions 
even to furround his fmall army, on the fide of 
Burghotte : his Royal Highnefs withdrew his pofts 
from Paderborn and Ritzberg, leaving nothing of 
fervice behind them, and, at length, broke up his 
camp at Bielfeld, to a more advantageous and fafe 
fituation ^ as it was impofiTible on that ground to 
withfiand the force of the enemy. 

No troops could retire in better order: and the Retreats ia 
corps pofted at Bielfeld, to cover the retreat, .with S<^ ^*'" 
orders, upon the approach of the French, to ob- 
fcrve their motions, and to regulate their own 
condu<5b, accordingly^ behaved with fo good a 
countenance, that they made their own retreat good 
after a feint refiftance •". This opened a way for 

the 

^ The]f found nothing in this town» but the remains of a 

majgaztne m flames ; to which the Germans had fet fire. But 

(h^ French account of this retreat Is very different, who fay» 

» R J That 
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A.D. the Frchch army t6 get plcritiftil filpf«M^ of iH 

^^^^^ ncccffaries. Which iriafcfed iHfem td pMtm th^ 

{uccck. 

The ' Th^ al!i*i* rcndc2v6uied i(t Cdftl^i arid dft^ 

French c^rrtpcd thcrc on the iAth And inth. iT^Ktl FfertdH 

advance. , * • i- T " j. - 

lA the mfean time ftrtmnoned the corps at HeHror-^ 
den, and tnade a feint, hi it they NfrbUld Attack 
the town, but marched off^ without hiakihg iiij? 
further attempt. By this tirte the whdfe Frehtk 
army was colleAdd, ind bbRged the aUies td paft 
the Wefcr. Which wis performed i*ith vifj iii- 
confiderable lofs, anci that ohly in the fear 6f 
the ponies, as they retreated ffom theit* feVc^Sl 
pofts. 
The Duke Whefi the t)nke forefaw that there was n6 ftand- 

^Ind^'tht' ^'"S ag^^nft ^^^ fuperror po^er of the ciiet«yj it^i 

Wcfer. that his chief dependance was upon the defence of 

the Wefcr -, his Royd Highnefs made the beft and 

moft aftive difpofitiofts to fecufe the palfts of that 

\ 

* 4 

\ 

That on the 1 3th in the ereiikig, Coloriel FlkhtUr, Ikrith iiH 
torps and fdme grenadxen attacked BielfeM» withoot Qluch 
refiftance, at Br&t that the Praifiafii in the' left wiog of the 
Puke^s army, threw in a reinforcenient, which mad6 a vigo- 
rous defence. That at break of day, this left wing, com* 
pofed of Pruflians, Heffians, And BronfwickiaiiSy was attacked, 
defeated, and driven from Bielfeld ; on which the right wiii^ 
confifting of Hanoveriaiu , took to flight* That immediately 
after the adUon, the French pitched their tents on the fpot 
from whence the allies had been driven. That they took ten 
pieces of cannon, beiides feveral baggage-waggons ; and loft 
no officer, of note. And that on the fide of ch« vanquiftied 
party, there were feveral officers of rank among the flaio^ pas- 
ticalarly the generals Einfiedel aqd Janckbeifl^. 

I river. 
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rivfcr^ *i^hich hfe piflcd, liiifholcftied in the rear, A. D, 
With ali his ammunilibh, ittillerjr, baggage and *^^^* 
troops, teti^eth hSinden ^nd Oldbnddrp, a camp 
being prepared for thfeir recfeptibn^ in a moft ad- 
vantageous ntuationi having thfe Wcie^ ih ffollt^ 
and the right and left Cbvet-ed if^ith emihencbs and 
morafle$. 

In this cattlpj it is vfcry clear that Ihfe Dtilce wa^ Remark^ 
diJtferriiiried to diiputfe the paflage of the Wefcr J^iS.*^* 
^ith thfe crieiiiy- But bdW was the worid difap- 
fxJihted of their cijieiftatioris^ *hch they were in- 
formed by authority, that the beft difpofitioff, 
that the beft general in the trniverfc cduld devile 
iiid itiake, Mi% made to ferve no fci ther puifofe 
tlian ^to lie upbn their arms^ to witnefs the unih* 
tefrti|fted pa0kge of an enemy,* Who hid as thdch 
power to force thfcifi t» retire in the country be- 
yond the Weferi as. on the ndther fide, when they 
had^ riothtng niorc than an army, that could not 
ftand before them in the field; to encotinter. Here 
the weight of Haiioveriah councik appealed ih 
the ballance agairift reafon, againft the judgmcrit 
and inclina^bn of the cdrtimandtr in chief. Fon 
bearance arid rion-refiftancfc Were now the maxims 
of the Hanbvcriah chancery- Their own inno- 
cence, inofFenfiVe conduft, and the jufticc and - 
right of proteftibn, which an Eleftbfate can de- 
mand under the capitulations of the Golden Bull, 
were infifted upon, as arguments fo? the fecurity 
of Hanover and its dcpiendcnces againft France, 
in preference to the vigorous meafuws, provided 
by his Royal Highncfr for defence, by wiyof arms, 

R 4 againft 
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A- D. againft an invader^ that bid defiance to all Uvn 
*'^^' human and divine; and, what was more than they 
were willing to underftand, afted in concert with 
the Lord-paramount of the Empire, to deprive 
the allies of Great Britain of the means to fa« 
vour the defigns of Pruffia. 
^1,, However this mi^ght be, the French were fo 

^7s"^over ^^"^^ difmaycd at the Duke's well-chofcn camp, 
the Wefcr. that they fcemed to be in the fecret of the caufc 
of the Hanoverian fecurity ; for, they advanced to 
the Wefer without delay, and pafled that river on 
the loth and nth of July, without fear or the 
the lofs of a fingle man. 

Marfhal d'Etrees being informed that his maga- 
zines of provifions were well furnilbed, his ovens 
eftabliihed, and the artillery and pontoons arrived 
at the deftined places, ordered Lieutenant-General 
Broglio, with ten battalions, twelve fquadrbns, 
and ten pieces of cannon, to march to Engheren ; 
Lieutenat- General M. de Che vert, with fix teen 
battalions, three brigades of carabineers, the royal 
hunters, and fix hundred huflars, to march to 
Hervorden ; and Lieutenant Marquis d'Armen* 
tieres, with twelve battalions and ten fquadrons to 
march to Ulrickhaufen. All thefe troops being 
arrived in their camp on the 4th inftant, halted 
the 5th. On the 6th twenty- two battalions and 
thirty-two Iquadrons, under the command of the 
Duke of Orleans, marched to Ulrickhaufcn, from 
whence M. d'Armentieres had fet out early in the 
morning, with the corps under his command, 
and by brilk marches got, on the 7th by eleven 

at 
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at night, to Elanckenhove, where he found the ^^ D* 
boat$ which had gone from Ahrenfberg. The 
bridges were built, the cannon plarfted, and the 
entrenchments at the head of the bridges com- 
I^ated, in the night between the 7th and 8th* 
The Mar(hal having ient ' away part of his bag-: 
gage from Bielfeld on the 6th, went in perfon, 
on the 7th at eleven o'clock, to Horn, and the 
Sth to Braicel. On advice that M. d'Armentieres 
had thrown his bridges acrofs, without oppoficion, 
and was at work on his entrenchments, he wenit 
on the 9th to Blakenbove, to fee the bridges and 
intrenichments, and afterwards advanced to exa- 
mine the firft pofition he intended for thisr army, 
and came down the right fide of the Wefer to the 
abby of Corvey, where he forded the Wefer, 
with the Princes of the blood, and their at- 
tendants. The loth in the morning he got on 
horfeback by four o'clock, to fee the Duke of 
Orleans's divifion file off, which arrived at Cor- 
vey at tep o'clock ; as alfo that of M. d'Armen- 
tieres, which arrived at eleven •, and that of M, 
Souvre, which arrived at noon. The Marihal, 
having examined the courfe of the Wefer, caufed 
ftit bridges of pontoons to be laid within gun*r 
ihot of the abbey, where the Vifcount de Tu- 
renne paffed the river in 1673, and where Broglia 
and Chevert'$ divifions pafied it the lath and ijtb. 
M. de Chcvcrt, and the Duke of Broglio being 
informed of what was to be done upon the Upt)er 
Wefer, made an attack upon Mindcn, and car* 

ried it, 

Whilfl 
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Whilft thcfc operations were carried on, tte 
French Marfhal detached the Marquis d'Anvd^ 
with a ftrbng party, to favour the defigns of the 
Enoprcfs Queen, in £a(l Friblland, who made 
bimfelf mafter of Lien, and theA proceeded 
to (brprize Ejnbden^ the only fea port under th^ 
dominion of the King of Proftia, which furreh-^ 
dered by capitulation, without the leaft oppofition i 
the garrifon, which cdnfifted df 400 menj having 
mutined againft their crfficetfi ; becauft th^y did not 
think themfelves a fufRcient force for the defence 
of the town. The French publifii&d cwxlinahce^ 
for the fecurity of the religioi^ dhd ctfthmerce faf 
the city ; and for prohibiting tho exportatibn elf 
corn and forage out of that pHhcipidity ; ind ob- 
liged the inhabitants to take an oaWc^ aHegiance 
to the French King. 

Whatever were the real mdfives of the Hano- 
verian backwardhefi to attack the invaders of their 
country, they certainly paid dear for their inaftj- 
vity or- timidity. The Frenth proceeded imme- 
diately to raife heavy contribiiiions in Hanover ' 
This fecmed to convince thofe paflive 6r pufill^- 
nimous advocates for rwn-fefiftance, that it was 
time to embrace and follow more faltftary advice^ 
and no longer to imagine, that their Ele6ix>ral do- 
minions were fo fecured, as to have nothing to 
fear from a powerful and perfidious neighbour. 

' 1 The French General^ frtm his camp at Stadt-Oldenclorf, 
Jentto the regency of Hanover a requificion, dated 21 Jaly, 

demanding that deputies (hoold be fent to his head qnarters to 

treat about contribuuons. 

It 
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le was reibired to make a ftond at Haft«nbeck« A. D. 
vfitbm a few tti&is of Hammeleni where it was ^^^^' 
judged, tkit the ground WotiW deprive the enemy ^^Haftcn! 
of than advailtage^ they fo much depended upon,.^^*^^* 
ih r^ard to the fuperiority of their numbers. 
The Diik* detached i3,0op men to fcize the im- 
portant pa(i of Sc2idt Oldendorf ; but the French 
had got pofleffion of it already, and a few days 
after drove the HafioveHan parties from the vil- 
lage df Lutford. Their camp was now tranf- 
ferred to the fiat plain Of Stadt Oldendorffl 

Thcfe were only preludes to the main defigo 
4>f the French ; which was to force the allies to 

' batde. Accordingly, as loon as His Royal High- 
nefs the Duke of Cumberland perceived the in* 

' tendon of the ^nefny was ,to attack him, he drew 
up his litde ,army on the height between the 
Weier and the woods, with bis right towards the 
river, his left clolb to the woods \ on the point 
of which he erel<5led a battery of 1 2 pounders and 
haubitzers, fupported by the hunters and two 
battalions of grenadiers^ poAied in the corner of 
the wood upon the left of the battery, under the 
command of Major General Schulenberg, with 
the village of Hoftenbeck jn his front. There 
was a hollow way from the left of the vtUagp to 
the battery, and a continual morafs on the other 
fide of Haftenbeck to his right. In the evening 
of the a4th he called in all his out pofts, and 
kept the whole army on their ar^is all night $ on 
the 25th in the morning the enemy advanced in 
columnst and made an appeiu-ance xq attack the 

right 
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A.D, right, the left and center; but nothing more was' 
^ 7> ^ done than a fevcrc cannonade^ which contmued all • 
day, from a train much fuperior to the Duke's ar • 
tillcry. The next night was aifo fpcnt by the 
allies, upon their arms : the battery at the end of 
the wood was repaired, and Count Sculcnbcrg rein- 
forced with a battalion of grenadiers and two pieces 
of cannon. He alfo ordered four more battalion^ 
of grenadiers, under Major General Hardenberg, 
to fupport that battery ; caufed another battery 
to be ereded of 12 and 6 pounders, behind the 
village of Haftenbeck, and provided in every re- 
fpcft to give the enemy a warm reception : and 
then, at day light, got on horfe back to reconnoi* 
tre the pofition of the enemy. And at five next 
morning the French renewed the cannonade; 
which now was levelled particularly againft an 
Hanoverian battery, fupported by the Heflian in- 
fantry, and cavalry. The artillery was ferved on 
this attack with great fury andikill, and the place 
was defended with extraordinary refolution and in- 
credible bravery. Between feven and eight the 
mufquetry . began to play on the Hanoverian left • 
and the connonading continued without intermif*- 
fion for fix hours •, when his Royal Highnefs or-^ 
dered Major General Behr, with three battalions 
of Brunfwick, to fuftain the grenadiers in the 
woods if neceflarv. The fire of the fmall arms 
increafing. His Royal Highnefs detached three 
^Hanoverian battalions and fix fquadrons round the 
"Vrood by Afferde, who towards the clbfe of the 
-day furpriztd fever al fquadrons. ofthe qnemy, that 
. • » they 



\ -* 






THE LATE W A R. «59 

they had not time to charge, and drove them back A. D. 
to their army. Yet how neceflary and wife foever *''^^' 
thofe difpofitions were made with the grenadiers in 
the -wood, thofe troops, as foon as they perceived 
the enemy's troops ^endeavouring to penetrate 
that way, quitted their pofts, and joined the left 
wing. By which mifcondufb, the French got 
poileifion of the Hanoverian battery on the left 
without oppofition. It is true this afforded an 
opportunity for the hereditary Prince of Br^^nf- 
wick, at the head of a battalion of Wolfenbutde 
guards, an4 another of Hanoverians, to diftin- 
guifli himfeif^ by retaking the battery, with their 
bayqnets fixed, from a much fuperior force of the 
enemy. But the French having got pofiefiion 
not only of the woods, but of a height, that 
flanked both the lines of infantry, and the battery 
of the allies, and were able to fupport their attack 
under the cover of a hill, his Royal Highncfs 
confidcring the great fupcriority of the enemy, 
both in numbers and artillery, and that it was im- 
poiTible to diflodge them from their poft without 
expofing his own troops to too great a hazard, 
ordered a retreat, and drew off his army to Ha- 
mekn in very good order. 

This aftion may be (did to h^ve continued three Remarks 
days; and was difputed with great vigour and^*^^*^®"* 
ikill on both (ides, and with fuch doubtful fuc- 
cefs, that it 13 a doubt to this day, which of the 
armies had a right to claim the viAory. As for 
the lofs, it was much lefs on the fide of the allies., 
The killed, wounded and milling, did not exceed 

1454 
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A. Dl 1454 ■». The French according to their own ac- 
*^^7* count loft 2000 and upwards. This is certain, 
the French, who marched into the woods oJP 
Lauenftein, were feized with fuch a panic, that 
upon the bare imagination of being attacked by 
the Hanoverians, they fired upon one another : 
i& that had the grenadiers, &c. which His Royal 
Highnefs had wifely difpofed and ftationed in theie 
woods, kept their pofts, as they in duty ought to 
have done, they might have improved that con- 
fternation -, and by a well regulated attack upon 
that party of the enemy, their defeat might havoL 
been left undifputed. But the fate of this day 
is but one example of many, that (hews how the 
Hanoverian* miniftry difapproved of the mcafureS 
taken by their fovereign for their defence. It is 
more than conjcdure, that they would have been 
much better fatisfied to put themfclves under the 
proteftion of France, than join the moft powerful 
armies /to defend their territories from a French 

invafion. 

Jn this temper continually, they had by re- 
treating before the enemy, prevailed with the Duke 
to come to fuch an iflue, that nothing but fuperior 
judgment in the military art, could have delivered 
his army, on this occafioh, from falling a prey to 
the enemy. This was a deliverance beyond all 
cxpeftation : and could his Royal Highnefs have 
been at liberty to retire with his army to Magde- 
burg, the French would have felt their lofs in this 

"^327 killed, and 1 127 wounds and miffing. 

aftion 
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9&xoa very fero^elji ; and (qon have bcw obliged A. p. 
to quit the Eledtorate of Hanover, or to maintain. '^^^ 
an army, that would have exhaufted tH^ir finances, 
^ cover .an accpififidoo, not able to pay th<; exr 
pence* 

But the fear ifacy no^ adopted for the archives, Reafont 
^nd many valuahk cScft^, that had been carried ing'^t^* 
tp^ and depofited at Stade, a fnull town near the "^^ 
mouth of the Elbe, prevailed with His Royal 
Highnefi to make all his difpofitions and marches 
^fter this battle, to cover Stade from a furprize by 
the enemy, in the manner we have iieen them fub- 
due Embden. Thus he left a garrifon af Hame* 
kn and retreated toNknbui^, and then to Hoy as 
in whofe neighbourhood he encamped the remains 
pf his army, after lending away all his magazines, sends ofF 
fick and wounded, in order, as he was advifcd, ^iunded^* 
to cover Bremen and Verden, and to pre&rve a ^^ magi- 
communication with Stade. An excellent fitua- ^^^^* 
tion for the purpofe, had th^y, that infifted upon 
the meafure, provided him^ alio mth an army car 
pable of difputing the ground with an enemy, 
that was expe^ed, and upon their march, to force 
the way. But could not be expefted, ij;i his cir* 
cumftances, to bav« been lefs ruinous, than will 
be feen below. 

Upon the Duke'^s retreat from Hamelen, itkameicn 
(bon fubnutted to the French, by a capitulation, t^e '*^'* 
wliich did no credit to thegarriibn : for they took ^^^^h. 
no care of the ikk and. wounded ; who thereby 
became pri&ners of war. The French difmaotlcd 
the wfUs, and carried off 6a hcafs bumo^i, fevetal 
mortars, 40 ovens, large quantities of provifions 

and 
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Atl>. and atnfnunitio'n, and part of the equipage of ' tHV 
*^^7' Dirke*s army. - • • .■-■■• ^ 

M. d'E- « Here the French halted for fome dmc. Advice- 
trcesfupcr. ^j^^ arrived, in* the ^French aJrmy,, that the Duke 
» de RrcheKcu was appointed, and on his way to fu- 
. perceed M. d'Eftrees^ and to * take- upon Jiiini the 
command of the French army in Lower Saxbny ;^ 
to which poft he h^d been raifed by court intrigue; 
through the means of Madam . rampadouf, the I 

King pf France's' female favourite. . M. d'Etrecs 
had immediately after the battle of Haftehbeck,. 
detached 4000 men ^to take pofleffion of the Elec- 
torate 6f ^ Hanover, •: and' to lay it under contribu- 
tion. The fame was done in the territories of the 
Duke of Wolfenbuttle, ' and :in many .places iri 
the ^dutches of Bremen rand Verden. . But lathing* f 

RicHeircu more was done till Richelieu arrived; who twtf 
Sc Js 'thT"* days after his arrival at Hamelen, detached the 
conunand. Duke dc 'Chevrcufe; .with' 2600 rpcn, to take 
Takjbs pof. poflfefliori iof the; city; of Hanover; and dubbed 
^'^" "^^ . him governor of the firft frqits of , his promotion. 
A circumftance appears^in this expedition, which 
gives a IJircwed fu^cion of jcoo gciod ah under-*. / 

ftanding between the regency of Hanover and their 
• * French iayadcrs : fiar, there was'not\the leaft re-^ 
fiftance on the part of the city; and the garrifon 
were permitted^ after they had Ikid down their 
M. dc arms;' to 'retire wherever they pleafed. M. dCi 
how^-^* * Goraadesi who was. fent .'alfo with a detachment 
ccived at ^q n^Qce thc tctritorics of He(& Caftle, was met 
^\^^^' at ^^arburg by the Prince of Heffe's matter of 

tte hdrfe, more iikc a friend than aaenemy^ with 
''''•■■* aflur*" 
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ftflbrances that the French fliould be furniflied A* D, 
with every thing the country could afford ; and '^^' 
the magiftrates of Caifel prefented him with the 
keys of their city. • 

Having thus difplayed a kind of fovereignty in Richelieu 
Lower Saxony and made all fa^ in the rear, Riche- allied' ^ 
lieu bent his thoughts towards the allied army^ ^""y* 
encamped at Hoy a, • His .motions were watched^ 
So that as foon as His Royal Highnefs the Duke 
of Cumberland; was informed that Richelieu had 
pailed the Aller, with a large body of troojps, in 
the night of the 24th of Auguft, he decamped, 
and ordered his army to march and fecure the im-^ 
portant pafs and poft of Rothenburg ; which was 
done the next day 5 and he encamped again with Advan* 
his whole army behind the Wummer ; a very ftrong camp^of 
and advantageous fituation, between Rothenburg *^^ ^^^^^ 
and Otterfburg. . * - . 

This motion of the allies left Bremen and Ver* Bremen 
den to the mercy, of the French, who immediately ^ ^"J 
entered Verdeh °, and detached a fufficient force by the 
to take poffeffion of Bremen, which opened her 
gates to them on the 29th. Two principalities, 
for whofe fate the Hanoverian miniftry did not , 
fecm to be under much concern, as not being an ori- 
ginal part of their Elefloral dominions s but a 
purchafe made by King George I \ 

The French halted again, till they had feiz- 
cd all the polls round the Duke's army j which 

• • • 

" On the 26th of Auguft. 

• For the fam of 250.000 L tlgtHagi 

Vo I.. II. $ putting 

17 
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A. D. putting him upon the neceffity of making another 

*'^''* march, to prevent his communication with Stade 

^•^ *'''•"* bans cot off; which the Hanoverian miniftry in- 

army retire o i it t*t* -r* t 

«o Stade, fiftgd fhould'be covered, at all events •, His Royal 
Highnefs retreated, firft, to Selfingen, and from 
thence under the cannon of Staide: where Hi$ 
Royal Highnefe was made to believe. That he 
fcouiti be able to maintain his ground, between 
the Aller and the Elbe, and be effeftually fup- 
jKtfted by four Englilh men of war, &c. which 
At that time lay at anchor off that port, in cafe 
the French would venture to attack his army. 
Meafar« In this expe6tation His Royal Highnefs nlade 
£ce? his difpofitions, and took his meafures for defence •, 
and particolarly he detached fome troops with ar- 
tillery to Buck-Schantz, and with orders to defend 
that poft to the laft extremity. But thefe hopes 
Purfoed by fooQ yanifhcd. The French followed him ftep by 
• th^french. ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ allies up in this cor- 
ner which left no more roofti for the retreat of an 
army, that was not in a condition to advance; (or, 
perhaps under fuch reftraints, that the generaliffimo 
had it not in his power to rifk a battle ; as all 
the world are fatisfied the Duke would have done, 
both now and long before, who have the leaft 
conception of his Royal Highnefs's valour and 
impetuofity, animated^ by the examples of the 
Gain the Engtifh atchicvemcnts atCreffy and Agincourt) 
'fXr^ they hemmed them in on every fide, and, notwith- 
fituatioL^ (landing the four men of war in the river, they 
got poffcffion of a fort at the mouth of the Zwin- 
ea which cut off *e Duke's communication 
® * with 
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with the Elb. Under this preflure of the moft ^\ ^* 
hazardous circumftances, not in a condition to ^^^* 
fight, not in a fituation to retreat, nor covered, as it 
would have been of the utmoft fervice at the laft 
extremity, by a rcfpeftable fquadron of men of 
war y and urged by the Hanoverian miniftry to oblige 
accept of fuch terms of capitulatiofn, as wbuld ^,^;icr 
fave their men, fave their archives and v^uablc 
cfFeds, and by a neutrality clear their country 
from the misfortunes, that always afflid a feat 
of war, which, indeed, feemcd to be the whole 
bent of their condu£t> he was forced to acc;ept 
of a mediation offered by the King of Denmark, 
for which his minifter, the Count de Lynar, was 
already prepared, and to fign the following con- 
vention 5 which, it will be proper to give entire, ^ 
on account of its consequences, occalioned by 
what the French call an infradUon of the capitu* 
lation. 

« TT I S Majefty the King of Penmarfc, touch- 
'*"^ ed with the diftrefles of the countries of 
Bremen and Verden, to which he has always grant- 
ed his fpecial protefkion, and being defirous, by 
preventing thofe countries from being any longer 
the theatre of war, to fpare alfo the efFufion of 
blood in the armies, which are ready to difputc the 
poiTeflTion thereof, hath employed his mediation 
by the miniftry of the Count de Lynar. His 
Royal Highneft the T>uke of Cumberland, Ge- 
neral of the army of the allien, on the one party, 
and his excellency the Duke de Rich^ieu^ General 

S z of 



•n 



27^ The GENERAL HISTORY of 

A. D. of the French forces in Germany, on the other -, 
*'*^* 1a confideration of the intervention of his Danifh 
Majefty, have refpeftively engaged their word of 
honour to the Count de Lynar, to abide by the 
convention hereafter ftipulated -, and he, the Count 
deLenar, corrcfpondently to theKinghis mafter'i 
intentions, obliges himfelf to obtain the guaranty' 
mentioned in the prefent convention ; fo that it 
fliall be fent to him, with his full powers, which 
there was no time to make out in the circum- 
ftanccs, which hurried his departure. 

Articles of Art. 1. Hoftilities fliall ceafe on both fide«; 

gPJ^"^** within 24 hours, or fooner if poffible. Orders for 
this purpofe fliall be immediately fent to the de* 
tached bodies. 

IL The auxiliary troops of the army of the 
Duke of Cumberland, namely, thofe of Heflle, 
Brunfwick, Saxe-Gotha, and even thofe of the 
Count.de la Lippe Buckcbourg, fliall be fent 
home : and as it is neceflfary to fettle particularly 
their march to their feveral countries, a general 
officer of each refpeftive nation fliall be fent from 
the army of the allies, with whom fliall be fettled 
the rout of thofe troops, the divifions they fliall 
march id, their fubfiflience on their march^ and 
the paflTports to be granted them by his excellency 
the iDuke of Richelieu, to go home to their own 
countries, where they fliall be placed and diftribu- 
ted a^ fliall be agreed upon between the court of 
France and their refpeftive fovereigns. 

III. His Royal Highnefs the Duke of Cumber- 
land bbliges himfelf to pafs the Elbe with that 
7 ^ - - part 
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part of his army, which he (hall not be . able A. D* 
to place in the city of Stade. That part of his ^^^^* 
ferces, which (hall enter in garrifon in the faid city, 
and which, it is fuppofed, may amount to between 
four and fix thoufand men, ihall remain there un«- 
der the guaranty of his Majefty the King of Den* 
mark, without committing any aft of hoftility ; 
and, on the other hand, they (hall nqt be expofed 
to any from the French troops. In cppfequence 
thereof, commiiTaries named on each fide fhall 
agree upon the limits to be fixed round that place, 
for theconvcnicncy of the gajrrifon ; which limit$^ 
Ihall not extend above: half a league, or a league, 
from the place, according to the nature of the 
ground or circumilances, which fhall be fairly 
lEtt'led^ by the commiflTarics, The reft of the 
Hanorerian army fhall gO;to take quarters in the 
country beyond the Elbe ; and to facilitate the 
march of thofe troops, his excellency the Marfhal 
Duke de Richelieu fhall concert with a general 
officer fent from the Hanoverian army, the routs 
they fhall take, obliging himfelf to give the ne- 
cefTary paflports and fecurity for the free paflagc 
of them and their baggage to the places of their 
deftin'ation -, His Royal Highnefs the Duke of 
Cumberland refcrying to himfelf the liberty of 
negociating between the two courts for an exten- 
fion of thofe quarters. As to the French troops, 
they fhall remain in the reft of the dutq hies of ' 
Bremen and Verden, till the definitive trpaty qf 
Ithc two fpvereigns. 

S3 IV. 
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A. D. IV. As the aforefaid articles are to be executed 
'757* 2IS foon as poflible, the Hanoverian army, and 
the corps, which are detached from it, particularly 
that which is at Buck-Schantz, and the neighbour- 
hood, fhall retire under Stade in the fpace of 48 
hours. The French army ftiall not pafs the river 
Ofte, in the dutchy of Bremen, till the limits 1)e 
regulated. It fliall, befides, keep all the polls 
and countries, of which it is in poffeflion ; and, 
not to retard the regulation of the limits to be fet- 
tled between the armies, commiffaries Ihall be 
nominated, and fent on the loth inftant to Bremer- 
wordcn, by his Royal Highnefs the Duke of 
Cumberland, and his Excellency the Marlhal 
t)uke de Richelieu, to regulate, as well the limits 
to be aflSgned to the French army, as thole that 
are to be obferved by the garrifon at Stade, ac- 
cording to article III. 

V. All the aforefaid articles Ihall be faithfully 
executed according to their form and tenor, and 
under the faith of his Majefty the King of Den- 
mark's guaranty, which the Count de Lynar, his 
minifter, engages to procure. 

Done at the camp at Clofter-Scven, Septem- 
ber 8, 1757. 

Signed William. 

Seperate Articles. 
Upon the reprefentations made by the Count 
de Lynar, with a view to explain Ibme dilpofitions 
made by the prefent convention, the following 
articles have been added : 

I. k 
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I. It is the intention of his Excellency the f;_^* 
Marflial Duke de Richelieu, that the allied troops 
of his Royal Highnefs the Duke of Cumberland 
fliall be fent back to their refpe&ive countries ac- 
cording to the form nientioned in the fiecond ar- 
ticle i and chat as to their feparation and diftribu- 
tion in the country, it fhall be regulated betweea 
the two courts ; thofe tnxips not being confidered 
as prifoners of war* 

II. It having been reprefehted, that the county 
of Lauenbourg cannot accommodate more than 
15 battalions and fix fquadrons, and that the city 
of Stade cannot abfolutely contain the 6000 men 
allotted to it, his Excellency the Marlhal Duke 
de Richelieu, being prcfled by M. dc Lynar, who 
fupported this reprefentation by the guaranty of 
his Dani(h Majefty, gives his confent; and his 
Royal Highnefs the Duke of Cumberland engages, 
tocauie 15 battalions and fix fquadrons to pafs 
die Elbe ; and the whole body of hunters, and 
the remaining 10 battalions and 28 iqu^drons 
fhall be placed in the town of Stade, and the places 
neareft to it, that are within the line, which fhall 
Jbe marked by pofts from the mouth of the Luhe, 
in the Elbe, to the mouth of the Elmerbeck, in 
the river Ofle; provided always, that the faid 10 
battalions and 28 fquadrons fhall be quartered there, 
as they are at the time of figning this convention, 
and fhall not be recruited under any pretext, or 
augmented in any cafe ; and this claufe is particu- 
larly guarantied by the Count de Lynar, b the 
name of his Danifh Majefly. 

S 4 IIL Upon 
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A. D. Ill; Upon the reprefentation of his Royal 
^^^' Highnefs the Duke of Cumberland, that both; 
the army and the detached corps cannot retire \inr 
der Stade in 48 hours, agreeable to the convention, 
his Excellency the Marflial Duke de Riclalicu hath* 
fignified, that he will grant them proper time, * 
provided the corps encamped at Buck-Schantz, 
as well as the army encamped at Bremer- worden, 
begin their march tp retire in 24 hours after fign- 
ingthe convention.. The time neceflary for other 
arrangements, and the execution of the articles 
toncerning the refpedivc limits, fliall be fettled 
between Lieutenant General Sporcken and tho 
Marquis de Villemur, firft Lieutenant General^ of 
the King's army. 

Done, &c. 

> • 
The bad The immediate injury brought upon the alliei 

thrscap^tu- of Great Britain by this convention, for whofe 
lauon, common benefit and fervice, it had, been under- 
ftood both by the parliament and people, at the 
time the lupplies for an army of obfcrvation were 
fo readily granted, this army was embodied and 
put in motion; was .the: deprivation of that aid, 
which the King of Pruflia wanted,* and had a right 
• to expefti from the diverfion, the army of obfcr- 
^vation might have continued to make, in the 
field J fo as to divide the- forces of the grand al- 
liance againft him and the proteilant intereft: 
and the full liberty, in which the French were 
thereby left, to difpofe of their army to ^flift the 
pmprefs Queen in the ruip of the King^f Pruflia, 
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/ Had the army of obferv^tipn, if it was found A. D. 
inadequate to the oppofitipn it met with in the ''^^^' 
field, retired to the Pruflian garrifon at Magde- gnthu * 
burg p, which could have been done itt icfe time, *^*"^* 
^nd more fecurity^ and encamped under the guns^ 
of th^t . foruefs, the King of PruflSa would have 
been protqi^eid by the addition of 38,000 troops 5 
the army 0/ pb^rvation would have grown more 
formidable to thie i^nemy, on account of its Ctua* 
tion and connexions, jand Hanover could have 
iiad no more jp fear from the French invader, 
{than wlgiat was the ne(;e{!ary a^^ unavoidable con- 
fequepce. of fuch a retreat, which .ended in. the 
Ihamcful fijrrcncjer of their arm^^ and ^ local re- 
ilraint , of 'their lbldier$. 

The French delivered by this convention from How ad- 
,all hoftilities j fqurjd themfelvcs in a condition to ^^^^^^"^ 
.keep a fufficiept. force in the vicinity of Magde- French. 
jburg, to over- awe the garrifon, with which th? 
|yl. Duke de Richelieu remained, keepingJiis head 
quarters at Brunfwick ; and to fend a large rein- 
.forccpient, upder the Lieutenant General Berchi- 
ni. He alfo ordered tbegcns d'arms and the other 
j:roops, that ^e^e in the J^ai^dgravate of Heffe 
Caffel, to file off to the array upder the Prince 
of Soubize, which united force, joined with the 
. Imperial army of execution, . was intended to 
, drive the Pruffians oul: of Saxony, and to carry 
. jhe flaoies qi war ijifo Silpfia apd the othpr domi- . 
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^ Which wdA 1^0 :mQre than a Utde^)M)v|i$ 100 niiles from 
Hlfienbfcki. lyh^rea^.it b^ove i^oinilcs to Sude. 

nions 
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A. D. nions of PruDia. M. Duke de Richelieu then 

^^^'^' commanded 6obattalions of foot, and the greatcft 

S^dcrSic P^^^ ^^ ^^* cavalry to attack the Pruffian territories, 

PniiTian j^to which he, in perfon, aMbentd-cd fooh after, witlt 

dominions* • • «• i /• j j • ^ 

iio battalions and 150 Iquadrons and 100 pieces 
of cannon near Wolfenbuttle, in three columns ; 
which penetrated into Halberftadt and Branden^ 
burg, plundering the towns, exading contributions, 
and commitring fuch cxceflcs, that would have dif- 
graced the military difcipline of a Heathen army. 

The dif- ^^^^ ^^ ^^'^ '^^^^ Germany 'and the King of 
trefsof Pruffia expofcd, and aftually invaded, and his 
fituation grown more dangerous than ever : not 
only the French were let Ibofc upon him, and were 
ravaging his unguarded provinces, and pouring 
all their force towards Saxony ; but the Ruffians 
refumed their march under' Marftial Apraxin and 
General Fermor, into Ducal Pruffia : The Swedes 
declared againft a King, who at this time feemed 
to be unavoidably crulhed 5 and were ready to enter 
Pruffian Pomerariia with 22,000 men. The army 
of execution joined by the French under the Prince 
de Soubife undertook the recovery of Saxony : 
and the Auftrians were at liberty to aa with all 
their force in conjunftion with their allies, where 
it fhould appear moft to their advantage. 

Nothing could be more affefting than this ftate 

How to be of our German allies. There was no human help 

relieved, f^^ them, but in Great Britain. The only quef- 

tion was, whether it was the duty, upon the faith 

' of treaties ; or the intereft of Great Britain, . either 

in regard to her own fecurity, or to her cohlmercc, 

to 
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to aflSft them in this diftrefs ; and to prevent their A. D. 
deftrudion ? by a confederacy, in which our na- ^^^'^^ 
tural enemy was a principal, and the moft power- 
ful party ; and how far our aid ought to have ex- 
tended ? We fliall fee how this was underftood by 
the court and people of , Great Britaio, much bet- 
ter by their future meafurcs, than by any reafon- 
ings or fpeculations. A national approbation, 
confirmed by the unanimous voice of the people, > 
muft carry great weight on fuch a fubje(5L 

At the entrance of Mr. Pitt, a fecond time, -vvhy Mr. 
into the adminiftration, the afiairs in Germany ^^"^^ ^^^ 

' ' not acqui- 

borc a very different, nay a reverie alpeft. The efcc in a 
King of Pruffia had beaten down all oppofitlon, ^™^^ 
and feemed to be in a fair way to, force the Em- 
prefs Queen to equitable terms of peace, and to 
eftabliih the tranquillity of that continent. For, 
by breaking the Auftrian link of the confederacy, 
it was natural to fuppofe that the other powers, in 
that league, would withdraw their forces, and re- 
Jinquiih their pretenfions; and that the protec- 
tion of the Germanic liberties, in any branch of 
the Roman Empire, would have become the inte- 
rcft and care of the whole body. The Swedes 
had not begun to ftir. The Rufs were at a ftand. 
The army of the Empire was affembling with 
much diflike, fo as to render their fervicevery 
doubtful : And the French, whole operations and 
roeafures more nearly attra£^ the attention of 
the Britifii nation, did not feem to be purfuing any 
objeft adequate to their prodigious armies beyond 
the Rhioe ; and therefore to be looked upon as a 

feint 
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A. D. feint to draw the Britiih councils into meafures in- : 
'^^'^* jurious to the American war. 

The Britifh court and parliament had dpne all, 
that was thought ncceflary and incumbent upon 
them, for their allies, under thefe circumftances. 
The King of Pruffia afked for relief in Money. 
It was granted. Hanover required aftual defence. 
An army of 40,000 veteran troops was hired for 
that fervice, and the King of Great Britain's only, 
furvivirig , fbn was fent to command it. Which, 
in the condition the King of Pruffia was at that 
junfture, and, with a conduft regulated by the 
common intereft of the allies, was fufficient to 
cover Hanover, and to defeat any enterprize un-^ 
dertaken by the French, to the prejudice of Great 
Britain, or. of any of her allies. Befides, there 
was a more natural meafure to divert them from 
an attempt upon Hanover, by finding their troopi 
employment at home. 

lio wonder then, that Mr. Pitt did not, at 

firft acquiefce in the German war ; when neither 

the faith of treaties, ijor any immediate danger 

to the intereft of our nation, required further af- 

Propofcs fiftancc on the continent. However, he refolvedt 

"f h"*^^ft "P^" ^^ expedition by fea, . which, by infulting, 

of France, alarming and landing on the coaft of France, might 

ferve both Germany and Great Britain. This was 

a fchemc planned with the moft promifing hopes 

of fuccefs to both Great Britain and her allies. It 

was the beft method to annihilate the ftrength of 

France, by annpying her coafts and deftroying hep 

maritime ftores, whil^-her troo|>)5 w.erc; embarked 

in 
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yards, magazines of naval ftores, and in the 
number of King's fhips fitted oirt from thence, 

was 



Trance, by annoying her coafts and deftroying her 
mariunic ftores, whil^^her Mioopp.wsrt embarked 

in 
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In the quarrels of the Germans, and (he was A. D. 
marching her great armies to increafe thofe dif- 
turbances. And it was the moft effeftual way to 
fave Germany from the power of French armies, 
by cutting them out work for the defence of their 
maritime places at home. 

The minifter carried this plan of operations ; How dif- 
but not without fome feint ftruggles by the advo- ^^"^'^s«^^' 
cates for more vigorous meafures by land. For, 
though they had nothing to alledgc againfl: the 
utility, they pretended, that it was a kind of 
cowardly, weak and im methodical war, unbecom* 
ing a brave people. And fome of thefe carried 
their diflike fo far, without doors, as to decline 
the commands offered to them in thofe expedi- 
tions ; which was thought to be the fecret caufe 
why our naval armaments againft the coalls of 
France were not always attended with adequate 
fuccefs. 

The firft expedition or armament of this kind Expedmoa 
was fitted out againft Rochefort ; which was.repre- R^^chefort. 
fcnted to be in a very defencelefs condition •, and, 
if taken or dcftroyed by our arms, would give a 
firiifliing blow to the naval power of prance ; and 
at all events, would oblige the court of France to 
recall a confiderable part of their armies from 
Germany to guard their own coafts from infult 
and ruin. 

The importance of this place, which is fituate j^g j^ ^^ 
near, and very little inferior to, Breft in its docks, ^""' 
yards, magazines of naval ftores, and in the 
number of King's (hips fitted oirt from thence, 

was ' ' 
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A. D. was a fufBcient objcft of an expedition. And its 
^^^^' defcncelcfs ftate was fo well attefted, that, it would 
have been deemed an overfight in a minifter to 
negled or to difregard the information. 
Why pro- The Original defign arofe from the intelligence 
^^^* of one Captain Clerk, a worthy, intelligent and 
Ikilfol land-officer, who, in a letter to ^ Sir John 
Ligonier, and by him tranfmitted to Mr. Secre- 
tary Pitt, which was penned by Captain Clerk, 
by oifder, and in purfuancc of feveral previous 
meetings and conferences on that fubjeft, lays 
down the particulars, that* were fuppofed to fa- 
vour an attack or furprizc on Rochfort. 

* ' • 

"SIR, 

Ca tain ** T^ returning from Gibraltar, in 1754, I went 
Clerk's ac- ** *' along part of the weftern coaft of France, 
ii^^condi- ** to fee the condition of fome of their fortifica- 
tion, cc ^jQ^g Qf |.[jgjj. places of importance, on purpofe 
*^ to judge, if an attempt could be made with a 
** probability of fuccefs, in cafe of a rupture, and 
** of the French drawing away their troops to 
** Flanders, Italy and Germany, in the fame man- 
*' ner they did in the laft war. 

" I had heard, that Rochefort, though a place 
** of the utmpft importance, had been very much 
** neglefted. I went there, and waited upon the 
" governor in my regimentals, told him, that I 
*' was upon my way to England from Gibraltar j 
^^ and, that I came on purpofe to fee the place, 

4 Dated the 15th of Juljr 1757. 

* the 
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«* the dock and tl^c men of war. He was very ^*J^* 
" polite ; I was (hewed every thing ; went aboard 
*^ ten fliips of the line new built ; and, an en* 
" gmeer attended me in going round the place. 

^^ I was furprifed to find, that though there 
<^ was a good rampart with a revetement, the 
^^ greateft part of it was not flanked but with re- 
^' dans ^ that there was no outworks, no covert- 
" way^ and in .many places no ditch ; fo thw the 
*^ bottom of the wall was feen at a diftance : 
*^ That in other places where the earth had been 
** taken out to form the ramparts there was left 
<^ about them a good height of ground, which 
^^ was a difadvantage to the place : That for above 
** the length of a front thete was no rampart, or 
" even inti:enchment j but as the ground was low 

and marfhy at that place, . being next the river, 

there were (bme fmall ditches, which were dry, 

however, at low water ^ yet the bottom remained 

muddy and (limy. 

** Towards the river there was no rampart, no 
^^ parapet, no batteries on either fide. Towards 
** the land-fide there was fome high ground very 
^^ nigh the place, perhaps at the diftance of 
*' about 150 or 200 yards. 

*^ The engineer told me, that the place had 
^^ remained in that condidon for above 70 or 80 
<« years. 

*^ I got no plan of the place, and put nothing 
^' down in writing i for I found that the whole 
l^_ town had been talking of me, and thought it 

« very 
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A. D. " very* extraordinary that 1 (tiould be allowed 
»757« *• to go about and fee every thing. 

•' I burnt even fbme Iketchcs and remarks I 
*' had by me, upon other places, that they might 
** have no hold of me, in cafe they fearched my 
baggage, and therefore could Ortly- expofd 
th'cmfelvcs, as I had done: nothing, but what 
** was open, above board, and with permiffiorij ' 
^•-s '^However, as to utility, I was as much fa- 
5*.tisficd, as if I had gofa plan : in regard of thi 
?-* prolil indeed, I have thought fince, that it 
*? would -not have been amifs if I had known for 
*?.' certain the exaft height of the rampart. I think' 
^y that it could not well exceed twenty-five feet. 
In Martiniere's Geographical Diftionary, it is 
called only twenty feet high ; perhaps the para- 
♦* pet is not included. 

. " I told your Excellency, that I had never feen' 

^* any plan of the place :: but as there had been 

♦* no alteration in the works for fo many .years, t 

•''made no queftidii, but that fome old plan of it 

** might' be fdUftd, which would correfpond ex- 

aftly with what I faid. In the Forces deL'Eu- 

rope, which I have, (here is no plan of Roche- 

" fort, but I found one in the Duke of ArgyleV 

edition, whfch I borrowed, and fhewed to your 

Exc^ftrtcy.' ^t agrees exaftly with what I faid, 

*' and with the Iketch I drew of it befoi^e you," 

" from my memory, except that a regular ditch 

" is reprefented every where, which is not • the* 

*^ cafe. *' ^ ••' 

^4 '" " The 
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** The rhrar may be JibCKK ijo yarA ferokd, '^^^ 
•^ The Mtraace is defended bjtmocf dirae 6naM *''^* 
•« pcdoubtf, which I did iwt fee, iier could I 
f'vcdoifv ei!^ w gp down md eaiamiM die 

^< What I mentiqned to ycnar Exodkaof of 
h^ isi6th4>d of M<bkingtii£ phce^ cotifiderbig 
: upcn the jfeoiingof an anmiediate aifiusk, I. 
^* have ivot put down ; f6r^ dkoiar^ it nay be 

reaiboed upon in a general yiew^yet manf ibmgt 

cmt 0M^ be fiMd and daermhad m the fi^u I 
« was toW> that there are never any tioops at 
** Rochefof t, but the jnarkiesi* There might bt 
^^ about a thoo&ad at that time. 

** By the expedition to Port L'Orient in 1746^ 
k appeared io me, that the oonmry people in 
^^ arms ace very \iisx\t better than our own ; and 
«' diat ilii officer who poflefies bimfclf, mig^ 
^' march iafdy from one end of a pn^vince to an* 
** other, with only five companies of grenadiers, 
** where there are no rqgnhir troops. They ima- 
<« gkie at firft, that they can £gjbt, and their vs^ 
«^ tensions are good tOl it comes 10 the point, 
♦* when every body gives way almoft before the 
** firing of a platoon* 

^* In writing this I have obeyed with l^kaTui^ * 
^ as Ihave always done, yoin- Ejccellcncy's com« 
^ mands. 



* « 


** I am, &c. 


• 


♦ 




R. ClASKX. 


Vot. n. 
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A* D. The verbal account of this projedf being thus 
'^^^'' reduced into form, it was laid, by tAr. Pjt.t» be^ 
fore the forc the Lords of the cabinet j and the .matter 
cmincii, thcrcof aftcrwards made the fuijjed of two nights 
converfation •, Sir John Mordaunt and M^or^Ge- 
neral Conway exanUning» aad aknoft crofs-exaiiMn - 
ing Mr< Clerk, concerning every matter contained 
therein, and a great deal mpre that the letter led 
to, prticuiarly about laying a (hip to Fort Fou- 
ras ' •, about the proper artillery that would be 
neceflfary to attack Rochefort in form ; and about 
the future deftination of the > armament againft 
Port L' Orient, Bourdeaux, &c. in cafe either of 
fuccefs at Rochefort and Aix, or of the impra6ti* 
cabihty of its firft objcA. 
The plan In thcfc confcrcnccs or confukations they not 
examine . Q^]y capvaffcd Mr.,C]crk's intelligence, and ex- 
amined him clofely as an engineer, that had 

Tmintd^" ^^^^ ^P^" ^^^ ^V^W but they examined Jofcph 
^ Tierry, a French pilot, touching the prafticabi- 
lity of an attempt upon Rochefort, Fouras, and 
the iflc of Aix; .who, in the prefencC'of Lord 
Anfdn, Sir Edward Hawke, Lieutenant-General 
Sir John Mprdaunt,* Major- General Conway, Lord 
Holdernefs, Mr. Secretary Pii^, General Ligo- 
nier. Admiral Knowks, and, Captain Clarke, de- 
clared, That he was a French proteftant, and had 
been a pilot twenty years, and upward, on the 
coaft of France, and had ferved as firft pilot on 

i 

' See Major General Conway's evidence on the trijil of Sir 
}ohn Mordaant. 

board 
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board fcveral of the French King's (hips : that he A. D. 
had been twenty-two months on board the Mag. '''^^' 
nanlme, and had brought that very (hip fcveral 
times into the road of the Ifle d'Aix : that he was 
'well acquainted liow to go !n and out of the 
• faid road : that the channeKbetween the Iflands 
0f Rhce and Oleron is three leagues broad, and 
ttat he had turned it in and cut in the Magna- 
nime : that the (hoals, which are to be avoided, 
are near the land •, and that the breakers could be 
feen at a confidterable diftance. He further faid 
that the flioal, called the Boiard, is not very dan- 
gerous ; becaufe the breakers fhew its fituation : 
that the entrance into theroad of Aix is not fo 
difficult, as to require a pilot to bring in great 
ftips^;' and that 'there Is good anchorage, both 
within the road and out at fea, in twelve and 
fourteen fathbm water, quite to Bayonrie. 

Being xrtteVrogated pafticularly concerning the 
ifle of Aix, Tierry dMared, That the ifle of Aix 
meafores about* fix Englilh miles in circumfe- 
rence ; that there was a kind of village, confiftinc^ 
of about forty hotfes or huts, with a battery of 
twenty. four or twenty- fix guns, twenty. four 
pounders, but no fortification on the iQand : That 
the largeft Ihips might come very near it; and 
that the Magnanime alone might dcftroy the faid 
batt(iry in a very fhort time. ' 

^ Being examined in regard to the approaches 
that might be made with our (hips and men againft 
Rochefort, he anfwered. That though the river i% 
very narrow, the largeft Ihips could go up as far 

X 2 00 
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A-. D. as Veig^ot, cw^ t£iigti(h milca from the moqA 
^757* efftic river: thM, .mca i»igk.t be, }fmded -to the 
fiordi of a'batOBry calkd de Foitrr^, (^ of figbf 
p£ die fonj on a meffclow wliece t^ gri^pd y 
.^rm and Itwl^ and witbiqi random ihot of, the (hip 
guns: that from^^be landing-place 10 RQ9hqfors;^ 
is five Englifli niks i ti^e rosd diy^ ^d Qoc^trar 
verled or impeded by dkches e^^ mpf afs : a^d that 
the dtf is almoft fiirrounded, ^Kh a r^mp^n$ 
but tfaas on both iiAc% in thgt p^ce» iw;hich ^dft 
at the rivcr^ itee.is.fW> w#»»^, t^JcRgffe of 
fixty paces ; the inclofure bdtng only a bar or pt«* 
liiade, and the groiiBd» to cMok dpiia ihe palifade^ 
not interlSflcd by any^olle. \i^h^)in ^ 

Thii pibt added^ many liwM 1^ and 

underwent a longf<liid do6 exao^liatiDn' for tw# 
hours togel9)fcr; tfaroughoot^whidi he eftablifhed 
the fa6U with a readtneft tad ftfefinee Oif naind^ 
that few ih^ in Mghcr life a^ eqpial io'\ 

The^aauai Thdf hext confider&tion was to 4t!atainme evi. 

JtrmM! <lcnces» concerning the intcrml ftceogth, or the 
land force then adfaMBy in Fr ance» and where fta^ 
tioncd^JFor this puipofe^ there was prodjaced a 
memorial of the adual force of France by land, 
and the ferviqaii on w^Mch it.iK^ etnph)fed» in 
the year i;*^*- Mf^ Fitt \nj^i;vo^ the generis 
aff)ointed for. t|),l$ eaqpieditioQ xo the jco^ft of F^^ce, 
and met at Lord HoU^ijne^efs houfe, that the 
menN>rtel to-be ^pffidqt^ did c^oic through Lord 
' UaldcrndTe's 4eparcpiem:, .aiid ^J^een intm^ 

* '. " . ■ ■ , * ■« r .- ^ ,. • 

f * r * > 

} Sec, Sir Jfthn MQrdaum's trial, pa^^ 9, 29, &c 

duccd 
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du€€d by hs9 Lordfbip at a meetiiig^ where Sk ^•^ 
John Mordaont; and Mti^ori^neiod Gonway imrt ^^^^* 
prribit : that ic was a paper pn ^di much ie« 
liance was had hf the Kiii^ iervan^. aa coming 
from one of thdf moA ciopfiderabie corm%ond» 
tnce, to which they gare much citdit. 
' The memorial fets forth, ^ That the French 
^^ army, at the begmntng of the |)i^nt trcmbks^ 
*^ confifted only of 157,347 men, not kicludtfig 
*^ the mi£tia and the invalids: aiid that it .was 
*^ compofed in the itriktwing^ mamec : 

•* Fien(?h foot .. -r-r 98,330 

"ArtUkry .. r— r-^.. 4^»09. ,, 
** F«iagA ftoc r— ?• afe5*^ 
** Km^siwofliolid bocfii 3>*i» , 
*^ French hoiie r-'-r.. .»|)r5?0 -. . 
** Forage brnk'^-nrfi .. ■^^l^^^{>i ^ 
«Pttigpon»' . r-^rrr : .9.^80 
♦♦•Huflira . ^-rrr- . . ^ot> . 

. I57>347, 

^ That inr the month' of At^ft 1755, an atig* 
mentation was made of fbor companies of forty- 
five men each, k) every battalion of the Kin^ 
<^ regiment } and of fbur companies of fiarty men 
^^ each, in every cbmthon battalion of French 
^^ foot^ which' made tn sA %^^to men: .and 
^^ that about the fame time there was an aogmen- 
l^ tation m^de in the dragoons, which made «p 

T 3 !* every 
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A. D. «* every rcgifftcnt four fquadrons of 640 men, 
*7f7- «« making in all 51560 men. That in the month 
•^*of December, of the fame year 1755,- there 
•' was ^Ifo an augmentation made of ten men to 
" every company of horfc, in all 5560 men ; 
" without reckotiing tfie royal volunteers and 
♦* Fifcher*9 corps, which were alfo augmented, »ac- 
" cording to the teft advices, with ^bout 6S6 
*' men, or thereabout, the numbef not being b?^- 
** aftiy known. So that thcfe feveral augmcmi- 
** tions am<)unted to 38,420 men'i and cortfci 

quently, that the French army did then amount 

to 196,000 men,- without' reckoning the militia 
" and the invalids. They alfo had raifed two new 
" regiments in the county of Liege •;• 'but notwith- 
" (landing that, their regular troops, were under 
** 200,000 men. 

** Of which the ifland^ of Minorca and Cor* 
** (ka, with the colonies in America, take up 
*' 25,060 men, at leaft,: Three of four thoufand 
•* vs)en were cmbafkSd this fprihg for difFer- 
" ent ferviccs in the two Indies. M. d'Etree*s 
*' armytif xhe regiments were complete, would 
" ^amount to 92,000 men ; and M.Duke deRiche- 
" lievi's to 3^^665 5 and. 6' or 7006* flofen muft be 
" allowed for ' garrifons ^ at Touton,r Marfeillesr, 
" Cotte, Autibcs, '&c.* for the protcfliion of that 
** parijof the coaft. 

*^ That according to this calcuteion' there muft 

" be : i"6o^coo regular troops emptoyed^ and no 

"more tfean about 40,000 men 'remain for dll 

?«the gurrifons from Sedan -ta. tfes^ frontiers, df 

•* * ' ^ "Swif- 



. ~ TH« L A.T E W A R. 295 

*A,Swi6fcriaiid ;. ^d aMafor thofc of Jloufillon* and A. p. 
*' Guiame, without Ipeaking of FlaiKlers and the ^^^' 
V coaft*- , — •* ^ *•' - 

. ** Then reckon about zo^qqq placed from 5t. 
" Valery to Pergue, and there \% all the reaibn to 
** believe that there can be no more than 10,000 
" men ft^tioned from St. Yakry to Bourdeauxl" 

The objeft being fixt, after a dueeoquirjr into Thcprcpa. 
the (ituation and ftrength of the plai^, andtxf the this expe- 

A' ^' 

internal weakftfife of the coaft; the next ftep was 
6>r theminifter to provide a ftrength equal to the 
lervice, and to expedite the execution thereof with 
the greateft'fecrefy ^nd dllpatch^ * 
. The following (hips and comimndcrs were im- in ihips. 
mediately ^pointe^ for this expedition; 

.V • •,-..■ 

' lUtes Guns Men Skips ' Cooomanddn, 

lO: 100 870 Royal George Matt. Bgckle 
^d . 90 780 RamdUies JaiviesHdbbs/ 

. 4 ' ^. - , : 770 Neptune » JamcsGalbraith 
. '^ 750 Namur ' Peter Dennis 

84 7JQ Royal Will"*. Witt. Taylor 
89 yoo.Barfleur Samuel Graves 

.3d 80 666rPi:fs. AflDcUa. Stephen Colby 
74 fo(^ Magnanifiie Hon. R'. Howe 
.74 7oO'Torbay Hon. A.K^ppd 

600 Dublin Geo. B. Rodney 

7Q 5^o Burfbrd . James Young : 
64 500 Alcide ; / JamestEhm^as 
.. 60 420- America Hon. J* Byron 

420 Achillfes H.UBarrington 

. 420 Med wax . Hon.Ch.Proby 
, 420 Dupkirk . , Robert Digby 

T 4 5* 



^§6 The GgNiE^At HlStORT of 

'757' S^: . » a«o Sowhwjpmf ^, Gjkhrtft 

^h : 5^8..?^ Coventry :;;{ . Cvr. SifftfWioi i 

120 Poftillioa Wittiart Cooper 
■ ■' 14 •«0'Ef«ort' - 'i ^0 Ci»itrip$ In^s-^ 

Fircfliip 45 Pluto John Ua^0 ^* 

45 BttjfopiAr =FrtwiS BilliKs 
Bu& .6' V^5 Canterbury''' Tho. Lawlpifei^ 

« .The Sontbt^fMB^iffg .,t^ « f|jg«ft|. J, ,^i<r^t» 
Bafque road, waa.priimd tocariy her^rjae ipto,port,Md 

by that meaat waa ^f<\^tid ''in tlie further execunntr' Of the 
orden of tU* dq^«B(S<Mr 'f he sieeoimt ^rtldf en^jigerifent 

does kooDur to die-Brm(h i»Wtfe[iainy;'ll» h«t« jefetibcd^I)/ 

49 eje wknoft. This Fn»cii fflgjtts of >6 gunr tnd soo 

picked men, being a prime lajlor, waa ieat out to watck the 

, ^ 5^tm of our. fl,et , WfUi^^^n Acj y^^, wd not baying 

' equal nomber of ooats cb tow ner, cbe Southampton came up 

with %%t ; who- at firft made a ftint of ftocrbg 6fF;' Captam 

Gap^ wjipi^tj^bteakfiit, and cooly otdered h^^tincA t^ tn-cak- 

faft*alfo, making ofF, gw^, bi«i.,tftnf j^^jt^ I»q[»are, and \\^ 

F^nctenmi cro#dwig «U bis fajt^^o^fuffued; when the 

Sottthtonptoir laying- tb^ tb receive him ^ pever was tbete a 

more refotute cngagcmentTor twenty minutes, the officers of 

the Ptiench were all killed, two of \htm Ky ^ fthi^ ihot of 

n Ufiiulerbiifi, bf Captail) ttaitiltria^iidi^&^llahd; the men 

fMgbf ^9ck ocbklr widi ]|iiiMMpoiieiir.ailS wdi«n the French 

kad ftmekr whaa-fcmaincd were A Me Teamen, ^ thaft .Acy 

derided the mean appearan$:e of ours» tbeitfj|^4hdr dinqu^drs. 

The Southampton, received fo much damage in this aftion, 

Aafftew^'<*UgcdtorctOfntaEtigk#:t{jrepAi^^ . . * 

^' ' * 45 Midway 
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45 McdWay . Charles Luc». i757* 
HoCfliilpaa loo Thetis ' j6hnMoufiay 

Hunter cutter" . , ' 

This moft id|)e£{:aUc fcct:^Mras committed to Admirait, 
the cAre of Admiral KnQwlej^/^f the itA divifion. 
Admiral H^wke of the Ijlue^divifion, arid Admi- 
ndBro>dci:ickl»fthewhij[^ittyi injirhish.^9m- 

iQlifipa Adinir^ Hawko borf 4fte duef command 

JK IVm* /-' -^ ^ <» t ,• - ' " ' ^ 

The land focpes wej-jc alfoappQifjted anrf order- LsmA 
ed ta.rende^wus on jh^llijcof ^Vighc, aiKl con- "^"^• 
fiftedWr ^ ^ ^^ 

Ten bjtttialions of 766 eagh conaplctc 7000 men 
Tw9 battalions of -.mar iges, , .vj;|, ^Ef- ' . 
. fin^wi^'s a^;$;ttW?;?s, 7QO;.e3^h. 1400 
OjKtropj^<^rJUg^oHotie •— — 60 

; ..... >i» V * ■ ^ ■■ '* 

....:. S460 

TIlis army was, fli^ported by thfe following train ArtiiUij, 
of artillery: « , 
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Ordnance hcaVy .' Propdrtioii 

Brafsi mounted on tritveUine ) , , 

carrVages,compIeatcdwitB > ^^E^^w'-r— « 

, • LimbcrK, &c. i^"* "-r-T-.4 

Oi:dn»cc light 
Brals inouMd on tifavdyUAgV ^ , 
carriagPSi^.with JLunber^i 6 {H^mdersr*-** lo 
ammunition boxes and | 3, ■■■* - i.'. ! m^m 6 
elevating fcrews* J 

» There wai alfo tli« JafoiiA a 40 gan lhip», m^loxtd as a 
tranfport for the Bafs» And the ChefteifieU maa of war £0 
. repeat fignalf. 
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N. B. The artillery carried loo ton of gun- 
powder, and each regiment carried i , lOo lb. 
ditto, . In which fijrvke tticrc were eip- 
plgyed 40 horfes. ^ i 

For the conveyance^ of dicfe troops, &c. there 
were hired 55 tranfport»,;jri3takihg in. aft ^S\ooo^ 
contrafted for five months certain, viz. /rom 
20 Auguft 1757 to the 20th of July :if^$^ at 
the rate of 13s per- ton; with an exception to 
their going either to America, Africa or the Eift 
Indies. Each trahfport was obliged to have 500 
fathom of cable '^. * ' ' 

Every thfng being thus drfpatchcd with the 
•greateft* expedition, the men of war well marined 
and ready tt> fail upon thfe firft notice; theTand 
ibrccs rendezvous on the Ifte of Wight, ahd the 
traofports all tdccn up; his Majefty appointed 
Comraan-* Sir John Mordaufat, Knight Of the Bath, com- 
^fl}^ mander in chief over the land forces, to be em- 
pteyfed in ■ Ae fecret expedition" i and gilv* him the 
following-iNSTittTc^iONs, fdr his brtter d^ifch'arge 

nf that great^aadimportant trilft. ' . ' 

• . ... 

GEQRGE, R. 

Secret in- ^^' V' ^ ^ ^^ ia}medi»ccly upon the receipt 

fti-uaions *• X of thefe inftruftions^ repair to the Ifle 

Iviodaunt! of Wight, where we have appointed Ihjps j:p cpn- 

^ It appear hy the books af tkt adroirftlcy thatjthh^ivss 
.the fineft fieet; with the heavieft. weight of metal ^cljbeft 
' found, that ever failed from the Britifh nation. 
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vcy you, and the forces under your command, to A. D. 
the co^ft of France ; and fo foon as.thafaid forc«s *^57' 

« 

ihall be embarked, you 0iall accordingly proceed, 
witho.ut lofs of time, under convoy of a fquadron 
of oqr fliips of war, commanded by.tnir 'trufty 
and well- beloved Sir Edward Hawkr, Knight of 
the Bath, admiral of the blue ^fqukdron -of our 
fl^et ; Mrhom \ye have appointed Gomn;iander. in 
Qhief of "ftur (hips toiJ;:\c ^plpy^d in.thU.cxpedir % 

tion i thci faid admiral, ^ or the comiDdncJer^ in cbirf 
of our faid . ihips fpr the » time beiag, being inh* 
ftru/Jlod xs^.co-f^eraie with you^ .and* tQ be. aidif^ 
and affifiing in all fuch. enterprizes^ is, by chefe 
our inftrufibions, you ..ihall bexjireftcd to under- 
take for our fervice. 

2d^ Whereas ewc. have detprminedj with the 
hleifing QiGo^y to prolibdMe thejuft war in which 
we are engaged s^nft the French King, with the 
utmoft vigour; and it ' being highly expedienr^ 
.and. of turgent necefficy, 'to matoefome expedition, 
that may caufe a diverfion, and engage the^liemy 
to employ in their own defence, a confiderabk 
part of their. forces, defined to invade and o|>- 
prels th& liberty^ qf the ei^ipire, and to fubveit 
the independency of Europe y and^ ^ if poffible, to 
make fome cffeftual impreffion on the enemy 
which, by difturbirtg and fljakmg the credit of 
their public iKJ&ns, hnpairihg the ftrength^hd W- 
fources of* their naVy, ds' Well as difdoncerting, 
and, in part, fruftratitig their dangerdus and est- 
*tenfi'Ve-o|)eratk>hs of War,' may refleft luftre on 
^our arms,** 'and add lift knd ftrength to the com- 
mon 
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A;I>. moJicmki and whereas we are peduaded^ that 
^^^^* aoching,. m the. pre{ent fitu^tion of affairs, caci 
£> fpeedily . ai^d effedmUy annoy and diHiVefs 
France^ ^ a fucceisfbk enterprize agdnijt Roche* 
fiart^ our./'wili and {deafope.iSy That youdoat* 
Mtapt t& far/as it.Jbali is foutui praSkakU^ a de^ 
icentt wtk the fajxci under your ooinnaandi dfi 
the FrtoskGoaft) acor sear Rochet t» in order 
to attack, if fraSfc^J^ ao^ by, a vigorous iiih 
preffion,. ferce diai; plt^cps. and to burn and dc^ 
iftroy, ea the utraoft of your power, all docksi 
fliagazinesy. ar&nab, and ihippin^ that fliall he 
feund there^ wd exert fuch other efforts, t» you 
iliall judge oo(^ proper for annqyiog the enemyi. 

3d. After the attempt on Rochefbrt (hall either 
hw^ fuccedded or finled ; and in caifo the circum- 
Unices of our forces md 0eet flulU with profpeft 
iif fuocefi^ ftiU admit of further operations, yon 
^ next Xfi confider Port LfOrient and Bourdeaux^ 
as the moA; important objefb of our arms, on 
^ 60ai]t of, Fooce ; and our will and pkafure is^ 
^\m yoii do prpceed fucceffivdy to an attempt on 
hoth^ qf idi;ber of thofe {dac^s, aafliall be judged 
^pidticaUfc.) W QO any otbd" place that Ihall be 
<tboi)g^fi moft «}virqabk,. fronx Bourde»ux^hpai&- 
ward ;o I^ayiie,, iff. ordef to carry and fpread, 
with as mtMQh i^^pidiiy ^ft vciV)f ^ a ^arm alarm 
^«« the maruime pfoviiW3.of France. . 
. .4Jth. In cafe, by , the bJefl^ngof Qbdt^n^our 
'arms,; .yo^ fl^^U malfp yourfclf. mftf r pf any place 
f^ tbf cpa][l of Fr^nqe^^pur w%jil and ple^re ^, 

!%lm you (^0 pot, keep p9<r<^it' tKcrcpf r^^^^ 
J that. 
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^haty afmr demolUhing and deft raying, as far as A- B. 
' maybe, all works, defences, magaanne^^ arfenals, '^^^* 
Aippfng, and naval ftorts, you do proceed, fuc- 
ceflively, on the ulterior part of this expeditiob, 
ACtording as ar^f of ibmJbaUke ^jud^ ndvifiahk^ 
and may be performed within inch time as fbail 
>be qondftent with your return, witii the ciTM^ 
tinder your command, ib as to be in England-aC, 
or abbuc, or zk near as ihsy be the^ latter end «f 
Si^ptember, unlefs the cinemnftahces of our %ree& 
and fleet ihall necefiiirtly r^uire thbir retuiti 
Hxxitv J itrd you trt to !ahd the tiAK>ps at PordP 
moUth, oir fuck otherofdur ports, as the exigency 
df the cafe may fuggeft. 

5th. Whereas it is necefiary, that, ^pon certaifi 
Cccafions, you ihould have the afliSance of a 
council t>f war, we have thought fit to appoint 
Tuch a coutici}, which ihaU conlift of ^feur of bur 
print4)d laiid officers, and 6f,^e«pial number 
of our principal &a comtnsbiiders^' includii^ i^ 
commanders in chief of our' land and ^ forces, 
(except in cafes happening at hsid, retaamg to 
the carrying on any m^itarjr opdrations, to be 
performed by our land forces only, m i;?bich cafi^ 
you tasL^ Call a coiincil of war, cotffilBng of ^a«jix 
officers of our land forces as you ;^aH' chiok pro-* 
per) and all fuch l^d and iea oMcers, in the" /b^ 
veral ciifes before-ixiemioned, are Itereby reftHk:-^ 
lively direfted, from time to time, to be aiding 
and afflfting with; their advice, fb ofiieh as h^j 
flhaH be called together by you, or'i^^ecbfA^ 
mander in ciiief of our Iquadron for that p^r*» 
podie; ajnd in alf fuch councils of war, when 

, affembled. 
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A. D. allembted, this majority' of voices -flialldeterminc 
*^^^' the rdblucibns thercdf ; and; 4n cife the-Vificcs . 
ihall. happen to be equa), the prefident fhalt have 
thecafting vote. 

, 6thv And whereas the fuccefs of this expedition 
will very much depend upon an entire good un- 
derlbnding beroeen our land and feaofficere^ "we 
do ^hereby ftiiftlyienjoin and requirfe you^ ort ydui: 
part, to mmntain and cultivate fuch good' tihder- 
Handing aiul agtcement ; and to order, that ckt 
foldters under your* command^ Ihould man the 
fliip^ whens dsieve ihall be occaiidn for them; and 
when they caft be fpared from the land fervice ; 
as the commander in chief of our fquadrpn is 
inilnufted, on his part, to entertiun and cuklv^te ^ 
the fame. good underftattdirig and agreemeiit i amd' 
to order the faiiof s and marines, and alfo the ibt- 
diers, fcrving as a part of die complements of 
ofur fhips, to afiift our land forces, if judged t^* 
pe^ient, by takifig poft on (hore, manning baite"* 
ries^ covering the boats, feciB^ingthe fafen?B-em- 
barkation of the^, troops, and. fuch other fcrl«ices 
at land as may be coniiilent with the fafety of 6\3r 
fleet: and, in order to eft aBUftx. the ftrideft union 
that; may be bct*een you, and the commander in- 
chief, of our (hips, you arc hefeby requited' to 
communicate th^efc iuftruaions! to him j and he 
will be dire(5Jjed. to commwoicate thofe, :he ihalt 
receive, to you. , - 

7th. You Ihall, from. time to time, and as you 
(hall have opportunity,. ^fend.eonftantaccmmta of 
your proceedings, in the. execution of ithefeour 
X • inttrudions. 
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inftru£kions, to oae of our principal fecretaries A. I>. 
^ ftatCj from whom yow mil receive iiich further ^^^' , 
orders^ and diroStions as we may think proper to 
give you. ' ' . 

G- R. 



Buty though both the Ibyereign and the mini- its miicar- 
ftei: did all in their power to canfy tWs falutary JJJf^ ^**"* 
mea&iye' Into ejtecution, with the utmoft adivity; 
9&A the^ whole naddn fed their e:EpeAations with 
th& hopes of fiiiccels^ it was obfenrtd that a certain 
kt of men, not famous for their eztenfive know-^ 
ledge, did even long before the fquadron failed, de« 
clare publicly, and offer any wager, that wherefoever 
was its deftinacion, nothing would be done by It. 
Mankind wiei^ afti^iflied at the boidnefs with 
whkb this^^ was pronounced. They proceeded fo 
far as to draw from this boldneis, a very ill omen 
of thefiiccefs. Theperibns who thus pronounced 
vnxh fo much boidnefs, were the fame, who by 
their private intrigues and cabals, had, a few 
months before, thrown the aflfairs of the King 
and Idncrdom into fo much confufion. For, as an 
ingenious writer and obfcrver of thofe times, re- 
marks, ** The envy of fome, who oppofe the 
** pmfent miniftcr^s rife to power, are likely to be 
^ carried to fuch lengths as fecrctly to thwart and 
^\ countef-mine his operations '', and blaft the ex» 
" pedition." 



" * See the expedition againft Roc&efort fully fiated and con* 
fijered, &c. p. 6, 7. ' . , 

The 
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Jl D. The firft ootofious ^j^araoceof oouMormia* 
'?^^* 40g the cjperacioosy and Uafi^ thia «xpedHi<ki> 
^J^** jras the delay of the twiportSi of which Sir 
nanfports. John Mordaunt, in a letter'' to Mr. Seqrecapy 
PiTT> complains.— On my arrival here, fays Sir 
John^ laft monday, I was difappointed in finding 
none of the tranlpor(f were ^oixie rounds and 
more fot iQ .that; I had opt yet bern able to he^r 
any politiife account of thenu By Mother IcDicr ' 
^ commaoder in chief Cfxnt |uch a %hc WH^ 
^is. caufe of delay^ ia the traoifpoft fen^tot, as 
impeaches the underftandiag or bad ipcenti^ of 
tboie» that made or were entrufied to make the 
contrad for the fbipping to umfyoa the arnoy ; 
for he bad founds '^ That the traa^orts wese not 
*^ Sufficient for the number of troo^ V Th^ 
Ijords of the Admiralty weiv mnn^ acqu^nieBd 
with this grievance by letters from Sir John AdJor-^ 
daunty to Thomas Orby Huster. and Gilbert 
Elliott Efqrs* Lorxk CprnmiflKXiers of ch^ Adt^i* 
ralty, then at PortlbfKxuh. aod fsom Sir jgdwan) 

This, with fome other aocidemal de|ays» thpjt 
happened, for a fbrmight, aa^ nfee/cward^ tliQ 
winds falling contrary^ the ttan^of^ ^^ ^9^ S^ 
round to Co wes on the Ifle of Wight, till the 4th of 

V Dated ri wAogoft 1757. ' 

« Fvom Sir JoIhi MordaiiM, ^ Mr. Scerclttiy Prvir» 4atci 

20 Auguft, Newport in the Iflc of Wight. 
*• * Mr* Thames* who has long ^n and now k agent for 
> *' the tranfports, came here tlic 7th from Pprtfrnouth, oa 
^ purpofe to infbrft^ me^ Tlie number of tranfports were not 
** fufficientfor th^ number of Q'Oops.'^ Bat this w^s obljr 
wafKng time ; for Mr. Thames was mifUk^a* 

September j 
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Setyt!^ifl})ef •/• which feafSn wis tcX)' tar advanced to *AiS>^fi 
proriirfe anf great, mattes ifroni ' altnoft any'expe- , , \ 
dftton by rea/-Su(3i'%i.:afriiatiAfe'n^74laOTdda^-. ' „ ; 
Mdfdpt i tift tii6te Ibfpecialiy tHe 'French, 'at ' i^ 
iSf ft- fti^pdrltttt^rtf,' ' ii^' Jfi tiaftltVation was ruAiour- • 
cd«t»*e'kg«tiift'thetrWrfl?rW<^ft polonies, or tjj: 
th*tSdb4'> of ^FiiAce, 'aid'a^i^ft- ttie?f Meitcr- 
TatWit^ 'bW^qifeft.-- girt "^thV- t^\i<^wl&3ge ^ of: thl 
esK*pttfe^tfM^!3nca tt-trie trani^ltcontfacJi:^ aii«(' 
aie»-!IH«7' for WliftK •t1ie/.;ii^^e htre|, bdrig g<^t 
mrm V 'iHfc Fi-^nch 'T^fjr ratwfjairy: concluaed tfta^^. 
foihcip'art of their iftbfe, in the Channel 6r in. tKfr" 
B'iy, "itt'iJft be' tHi' -objea of this expedition ; ai]d, ' , ; 




coilflWri^'tbatf^pinTah" md^c' aiid" Wofe, and gave; 
Cl%i{i%a^',^had th^y embra'celd if, to prepare for 9. 
ingorcfus defence againft' an iflvanonf ■:-.-'■ 

Oh^ ffle -^ih of ^ef)lc; Mr. Rrt Wtotb-tb-5ir, 
^hn' wfordkunt^nd to Sjr Edward Hawke, ppt^,: 
ting thirti in mind, ** Th'atthe Wind h^d Wen fair 
i&i-~th^'tNtnl|)d?ts i^A^eiMriricd *fri<lay morriiBg, and", 
W<kSr%y.fK^, pht-m -Majeft^ ixpcCtfed with ^ 
iiii|aticnice. to 'KeSf'"Hhit the troops weJe embatk-,. 
edi ''ay,*ir'b>^any"'aelay, tfie ' eirlbaHatioii' 
ffacmid not be cx)mplewd, on the?.feteijpt**of«'A}B 

moft particular dMgcfAtV Ifeight be ttiSi^d^ed W 

g?ilin%^l?^ trdop^^ withr » 

out t!;ic Iblfs/c^ i moment, igHlhc executioci of their 
orders andii^lEuftidna wttB tegard to the expedi- 
tion under their caref*; " •*' 
, V»t;. It U Tht 

»7 
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3o6 The GENERAL HISTORY Of 

A»'D. The enabarkatioa alb look up iiMne- ottnordl' 
<'^^^' may time, oa account^ as Sir Jolut writes " to 
In embark- j^^ p^^^^ u jhafi thcy* weto obUgcd to Olttfdl 



ation. 



die troops and ba^age five miles to the place a£ 

embarkation^ and that they were then forced tCK 

pot the men ia fmall boats, in whiDh they were 

ronad above a mile, befim they C0uld embark im 

the tranfports.''-~But why the ei»bai4utiofi waai 

ol^ged to i» put under thefe unfayoqrable cir* 

ciimftaiKes does not appear.: yet it 1$ certaiq tbalj 

it wa^ nqp owing to any negled or iaaftivity ^ 

the n^Biften 

Sir John Sir Jobn.Mordauntyx during his (lay at the. lih 

Snt's «f Wight* ftartad, adpwbt relative to the feivic* 

doubts, ijewa^. going upon,, vi^hich in feme meafure jfeen^r 

to account for t^htr feilu(& of tbi» eMpPsdi^po*^ 

•♦ H^vin^^ fays Sir John» fince my arrival hare 

^* conver^d with Sir Edward Hawke and Vicq 

*^;^dfnirM . KpQwfes, who both leem to be of 

^^^opiqioiii t^t it is poflTib^e, from the nature of 

M ch^ navigstikxv to RocI^fi>rt, the ^ee; may be; 

^ det^d even in fig^t of the cpaft of Finmce^ 

^f' for A week or ten daj$, without bekig^ able to^ 

*i get into th? road, or off the. Iflp , of ^ Aix, dur- 

V: ingwWfh'Jtirae-an alairnj w/ll^cccffarilybegive^ 

^'^ ihoik partsi tbi^ oonjun^^rc andllt\MUpi>t 

V'Sf itrlS^Qvld bOTp?n,j:?jfpe^rf ta. me fe^ very.de- 

<f flij^te^j^ equa% tg . ttie otfitr ;<%fficer& oa the 

*-V.??4«^nWr i^^ !P%;l>s accident ber the ficft 

^* w iiww*B^; c9«'*^?o.l>P.M«i«r die , fame 



/v » 
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On the 6th of Sep0Sii|lKtC ^S7* - ' - * 
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** culty (the fuccefs of out undertaking depending, A. D. 
*^ as i appfehAdi dh the fuddenncfs of its execu- *'^^' 
•* tion) that I IhoUld be glad, if it is thdught 
*• proper, to have a dirc6ttort, ho^jr I am to aft 
•* in that cafe/'-- 

The ftartitig of fuch an opinion at* this jQn^ore An(Wcrcd, 
ted dift^ince of time, aftei* cVery pbint Had beeit 
t*^l debated by, or ih the prcfencc of, this Gene- 
t$A and the other officers*, at ftveiial conferences 
and coahcHs held on this fubjeft by the minlfters 
©f ftiatte, conveyed no advantageous idea of fu-* 
,turc fuccefs ; or rather it indicated a fertility of in- • 
ventiori hovr to exciilpate a mifcarriage, and to 
find out fome incident, on which it might be 
thrown, in cafe of a failure/ 
• Mr. PitT, in anfwer to, this cafe> as (hited 
fty Sir John; fays no more, but that, ** I am ' 
♦^ corttmandtd thereupon, by the King, to fignify 
^ to you his Majefty's pleafure, that you or fuch 
•• other officer, on whom the command may de- 
^ volve, do, jn coriformity to the latitude given 
^ byHis Majefty's'inftruftions, judge of the prac- 
•' ficability of the fervice, on the fpot, according 
" as contingent events, and particular circum- 
'»• ftanccs may require : the King judging it highly 
♦^prejudicial to the good of his fervice to give 
** particular orders and direftions with regard to 
»*- poffible contingent cafes, that may arife." By 
t«4lich it pretty plainly appears, that his Majcfly 
iwlb tiot very well pleafed^ with fiich after- 
doubts, that feemed to be raifcd by way of dif- 
couragement, and to prepare him for a failure, 

U a that 
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A.D. that did happen, and was juftiBed chiefly upon 
^^^^' the pofture of defence., into whi|;h th^s cnenny 
might put themfelves from the time the Englifk 
fleet appeared on their coaft. 

Befides ; this doubt or opinion had been eSec- 

tually refolved by Sir John Ligonier, in his ob- 

fervations or hints, read at a cabinet council and 

delivered to Sir John Mordaunt, at his own de- 

Sir John fire. For that brave, experienced general and 

letfc^rTcx- commander in chief of all his Majefty's forces 

the\nftfuc. ^^ Gr^^t Britain, willing to remove all doubts ^n/X 

tions. . to clear up all difficulties in the execution of his 

Majefty's inftruftions for the land fcrvice,' obfenv- 

ed — " That there is a chance in the b^ft concerted 

" military enterprizes, which every man of long 

" fervice muft have experienced ; what fliafe then 

" muft be left to fortune in an expedition, wherq 

" neither the country, nor the number of troops^ 

" you are to aft againft, is known with any pre- 

*' ciCon. . . . • 

" The capacity of the generals may fuppty the 
" want of intelligence : but to give them any 
" pofitive plan, or rule of adion under fuch cir-^ 
" cumfiances, I apprehend would be abfurd. 

" If I am rightly informed, the great poiat hi* 
'' Majefty has in view, by this * expedition, and 
''. the alarming the coafts p£ France, is the hopes 
'* of making a powerful diverfion in favpur of 
-" his Royal Highnefs the Duke, as well as,d^ 
'.' King of Pruffia, who defire^ and preffes^mi^ 
" this very meafure. - , 
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*' In the'execution of this general plan, a pro- A, D. 
** jeft of giving a mortal blow to the naval power *^^^" 
•* of France tf in his Majefty's thoughts, by at-' 
*' tacking and deftroying, if poffible, the dock„ 

fhipping, and naval ftores at Rochefort, 

A plan of that place given by one of his 
•* Majefty's engineers, who was there in 1754, 
" Teems to encourage the attempt ; and it muft 
** be owned, that without fuch authority it could 
" hardly be believed, that a place of that great 
. " importance could be left in fo defencelefs a con- 
" dition, ' 

*' In all doubtful dangerous military atterppts, 
** the advantages, that may accrue from fuccefs, 
** ought to be weighed againft the damage and 
*' misfortunes, that may be the confequences of 
** a repulfe, and that well confidcred, may in prq* • 
•' dencc determine the choice, v 

" If an attempt is td be made upon Rochefort, 
- " it will be the part of the admiral to know the 
" coafts, to bring the troops to the neareft place, 
*^ to cover their landing by the difpofition of his 
" Ihips, and to deftroy any barbet batteries, which 
" the enemy may have upon the fhore; ftill re- 
" membring, that if the troops are landed at too 

great a diftance from the place, the defign will 

become dangerous, and probably i^mpradticable. 

*' Suppofing the troops landed, it muft be left 
f'to the confideration of the generals, whether 

they fhould not march with the proper precau- 

tfons, direftly to Rochefort, to prevent any 
?* fuccours being thrown into the place, at the 

U 3 " fame 
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A. D. << fame time^ that the marines ihould be employed 
>7S7. «c jj^ making a good entrenchment for the fccurity 
'* of the ftores to be landed from time to time, as 
«* well as of a retreat in cafe of neceffity. 

" We arc told, the country in the neighbour- 
«« hood is low and marlhy-, that circumftancc 
" might be of great advantage in this undertake 
•* ing, bccaufe in that cafe troops cannot march 
« by overtures dans la cnmpagne^ but muft follow 
' ** the dykes, or cawfeys, which may be eafily de- 
fended by coupures, or redoubts. 
•' A fafe and well fecurcd communication be* 
tween the camp* and the fea, from whence you 
are to. receive your fupplies of all kinds, is 'ab* 
•* folutely neceffary ; the whole depends upon it : 
*• —But this being done, I Ihould not be much 
*• in pain for the fafety of the troops, an inferior 
•• number dares not approach you, and one fupe* 
" rior will not be eafily aflcmbled witfiout your 
** knowing it ; and, at all events, you have fe* 
" cured a retredt to the fhips. 

^ I would advife to procure guides upon the Ipot, 
" and paying them greatly when faithful % there 
*« arc numbers of proteftants in that province, 
^^ that wi(h you well^ and would be glad to go oa 
•* board with you. 

** As for a coup dc main^ it may, perhaps, fuc- 
<< ceed bed at your coming upi as the enemy may 
^^ be in great hurry, furprize, and confternation 
<* at fuch anunexpeAed vifit, and not having had 
^^ time to make his difpofitions ; but if that is not 
*^ thought proper^ it may fticceed as well after 

^^the 
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^^<the pkK» }ias been thoroughly reconooitr^c^ A;l^ 
*^ and ypu h^yc fixed the fpots, where you defign ^^^' 
•• to diredt your grcatcft efforts, tnd if the enemy ' ; 

f^ {tc any pn^arations for a regular attadc, they 
♦* Vill lefs fufpedt a coup 4^ main. 

Bergen-op-Zoom wa$ taken by a coup dc main^ 
V softer a long fiege. 

St. Philip's was taken by fcaling ladders and 

a coup de main^ though the garrifon was 3000 

ftrong, afte;ra fiege of fifty *fix days. 

The neccffity of dividing a fmall garrifon Jn 

a place of &ich circumference, as Rocheibrc, 
•*.may facilitate the fuccefs of a bold attemp?.*' 

Thus provided and in(lru£led» the expedition Expedition 
fleet failed from Portfmouth ^ being firft joined *'"* ^*^^'- 
by the tranfports. A letter was delivered by tb: 
ag^nt of thofe (hips, to each of their matters, 
with rendezvous at Torbay, not to be opened in 
cafe of reparation till they came to weftward Of 
Scilly Iflands : and fuch care was taken by the The care 
admiral, before night came on, that flpops, ten- J^*^^^^-, 
ders and mea of war, were Rationed on each fide, rai* 
4i)moft in ferm of an odtagon, with the admiral ^ 
and tranfports in the centre, as crouding under 
his wings for prote^lion, ag^infl: any danger or 
hazard of the enemy. 

The advanced feafon wag, before this fleet could 
put to fea, not the only di&dvantage \ its courle How de. 
to the place of its deftination was greatly delayed ^^^ '** 

* . ° ' 'the voyage 

with contrary winds, fogs and calms ; It was the 

' ■ # /• 

^ Ou tlRir Sih of SepCiinbet^7.j)r. . 

U 4 20th 
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A. D. 2qth iJay of September, about one o'clock, when 
^^^' tkcy arrived on, the coaft near the I(k of 0!c^ 

and arrives 

on the ^On . 

Saft!^ In Aeir paffagc Captain Proby . fpoke with a 

Putchman from Nannes to E>ort, who toU hint 

- " that the French expefted to be attacked at Ro- 

** chellc, or St, Martin's, by -the Englilh; arid 

" that an embargo was laid Qn all the (hipping in 

*^ iErance," . . • 

How con- On the -2 ift, at feven o'clock^ Admiral Knowles, 

^^fprgnJh who had the command of the firft ^ivifion, made 

coaft. towards the land, with full fall. At eleven a gun 

was fired by AdmiraJ Hawke, and anfwcred by 

' Admiral Knowlcs, who foon after tacked and bore 

down, as if to fpcak with Admiral Hawke.^ The 

captain of the admiral's fhip hoifted the bloody 

flag, or. Bag of defiance, oq the fore-rtopn^aft 

" « After the tranfports |)ad been takpn up, and th^ troops 
^dTembled near two 'nionths, we failed, fays Sir John Mor- 
daunt, in hh Defenety the 8ch of September, and the alajfm 
was given on the 20th ; in the nerghbourhood of Rochefort, by 
the arrival of our long exp«6led il^t (for Captain Cleidaad, 
on the .17th of AoguAi k^d fpoke with a Dutch convoy froin 
Rochelle* and was informed by the firft. lieutenant of a m^n 
of war, that came on board of him, that the French expedqd 
tbe Englilh at Rochcne)'and, contmaes 'he, from the 2dth it 
muft bave been at leaft eight days before we could have come' 
to RocheforCy ' nor comU it^be iuppoied, but that after (o king 
notice of an enemy's sipproach,. the. town yiQ\^ be put in, a 
good condition of defence. 

N, B. At four o'clock, P. M. they efpied land a-head c^ft 
finith-eaft feven leagues ^ And at eight at night they faw a 
light hoiife and .guns fire from the Fjrencji coaft j 225 between 
flafti and repprt, or.aboHt tji|:eif,lea|up?.djftant. . ^ 

. . bc^d, 
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head, at half an hour paft cleivcrt : Then Admiral ^ ^^ 
Knowles fccmcd ta v/car, as if going into thi *^*^ 
road. But Admiral Hawke ihortned fail about 
two o'clock, k€C]^ng no more than his n?p*fails, 
and fore^ftay-fails clofe in wind, and Ihortly. aff 
ter lay too. Admiral Knowles, making full fail^ 
all the land officers cxpefted %o land that night at 
eight o'clock, the fgldiers provifion, arms Hid 
ammunirion being put up ready ; but he,, about 
feven P. M. making. a tack, and firing again, 
the traniports came to anchor near the Ifle of 
Rhee. 

On the 22d, at fcveri In the morning, fignal to Arrives in 
weigh anchor, and the men of war bad their lUaS!^ 
hamniocks up, and fails crouded, ready to en- 
gage. The fleet failed into a fine bay, called 
Rade de Pafque^ between the iflands of Rhee and 
Oleron. Every one was in expeftation, that the 
firft divifion wpiild prefently have cleared all ob- 
ilgcles, and that an attempt to land would cer:- 
tainly be made, that night. But ther fleet was no 
iboner come into the centre of that fine bay, 
where 500 ihips might ride fafely^ than a fignal 
was given to anchor at nine o'clock in the morn^ 
ing: and fo continued all the reft, of the dky» and 
the next night. 

Thus it was the 23d of Septtmber before they 
came to aftion ; which delay, as it gave great 
anxiety to the men on board, and has been re- 
lated with feveral aggravating circumftances alhore^ 
the reader would do well* to fufpend his judgment, 
tiU He has ccnfidcr^^ the evidence given by Ad- 
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a: Dk imni'JLaamks, on this particular cluufe agunft 
^^ Sir Jobo Moidauot *. 

In 

' ^flt^n. What occaikmed tte fleet not comkig i«to die 
road fooner than the zyi, feeing they made the coaft on the 
jjoih? 

. Jnjhuer^ He will give yoa the beft account he can, wuhout 
lii^ogbook and journal ; but/ for want of them, cannpt be 
particular as to the hours* — In die morning of the 20th, Sir 
Edward Hawke gave him the following orders, viz. 

<* By $ir Edward Hawke, Knight of the Bath, Ad- 
** mhral of the blue fqaadron of hit Majefty% 
*• fleet, &c. 

^ If m flanding in bttween the sfles of Rhe and Oleron, I 
•* ihall find the winds and weather will permit of proceeding 
** to Bafque road, and attacking the ifle of Aix, I will hoift a 
'< red fldg on the flag-ftaff, at the foretop-gallantmaft-head, 
<< and fire three guns t then you are hereby required and di« 
<• reaped, without lofs of time, to (land in as near to the faid 
<• Ifle of Aix, as the pilots will carry you,wich all, or as many 
'< of the ihips of your divifion, as you ihall think fufficient for 
«« that fervice, and batter it, till fuch time, as the garrifon 
<■ ftiall either furrender, or abandon it. In either cafe yOa 
<« are to land a number of men fnfficient to demolifh it wicb 
<« all poffible difpatch, -fending me the earlieft intelligence of 
y your proceedings. For which this ihall be your order. 

«« Given 4mder my hand on board his Majeily's ihip Ra- 
•* milies a| (ca this :;oA of Sept. 1757. 

ED. HAWKE. 

♦« To Charles'^Knowles, Efq; Vke- . 
Admiral of th^ red fqdadf6n of. 

lus MajeftyV fleet. 

• . • . » . rf - • 

",]&y command of the admir^fl. J. Hay.;' 

^^'Thfe figttal being |^ven, the' deponent, about noon, took 

^Idslem Of Sir Edwatd Ra^vke, and mnidf fail .with Us diiri- 

• ^ ' fion. 



In th^ jTiorning of the ajd* it Wng a calm,, A-^l* 
and at anchor in fight qF the iflcof Aix> wd ib ^^^^^ 

; _^^„ The con- 

the la^ of 
fion. The Medw^y, which w;^ a4ie4d by' Sir Ed^arci!s or* Aix. 

der to look out for the land, about two or three o'clock/ as 
pear as he can remember, made a fignal for feeingT^ land ; 
very foon after, the deponent faw it himfelf : As bis own fhip, 
and thofe of his divifion, were ordered to prepare for the at- 
tack, the lieutenant, or the captain, came to acquaint hii^, 
the fhipwas clear and ready for adipn; this was about ib^r 
o*clock, the wind at that time^ and to the beft of bis remem- 
brance the whole. day» was about north-eaft. As he looked 
u^on a (hip cleared, and in order for battle, to be a very en-* 
tertaining fight, he defired Majpr-Geiieral Conw.ay to go 
down to fee his (hip between decks : While they were view- 
ing her, one of hit lieutenants came down, fent by the cap-« 
tain, to acquaint him. Captain Kcppel hailed the (hip, and 
told them, therp was a French man of war ftanding in for 
the fleet ; for fome fliort fpace of time the deponent took no 
'jioticiB of it, thinking it iropoiSble^ the fleet ihould not fee 
her; a fccond meflfage.was fent him down to the fame pur- 
pofe, be then immediately went upon deck with General Con- 
way* and ws^ fliewn her by his captain, when with their 
^aCss they plain^ difcovered her to be a two-decked ftiip j^ 
.ihe foon made a private fignal, by hoifling a jack at her n^- 
sen-topmafl-head ; the deponent was, in doubt, whether to 
make a fignal to any of his divifion to chace, being ordered 
on a different (ervice, which he took notice of to Major- Ge- 
neral Conway, and to his captain ; he judges, he was then at 
leaft five miles a- head of Sir Edward Hawke, and the ene« 
my*s fliip much nearer to him, and his divifion, (bao .they 
were to Sir Edward Hawke and the reft of the fleets 
and he plainly faw, if fome. of his divifion did not chafe 
her, none of the others could pcfllbly fee her, fo as ta 
chafe her, when night came ^n* The Magaauime was thei^ 
about two miles to leeward of them, on which he threw ouft 
her figpal to chace, and hailed Captain Kej^l iHM^e Tor« 
b^yi and dire£icd him to chace alibi obCerving, at the fama 

time^ 
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A. D. . near to the French coaft, that they could fee the 
'^^^". French colours hoiffed on the cattle, and every 

' bo47 

time* to Major-General Conway and his captain, that if Sir 
£dvv»rd Hawke did not approve of what he had done, he 
would certainly call them in again ; but^ inftead of that, Sir 
Sdward threw out their fignals to chace, by way of confirm- 
ing what he had done ; and in addition, made the Royal 
"^Villiam^s iSgnal alfo* belonging to his divifion ; two mor^ fig- 
nalt for (hips in the reft of the fleet were thrown out after- 
wards, .and very fooa recalled. Eariy the next day in- the 
morniog-, Sir Edward Hawke fent the deponent the fol- 
lowing order, to take under his command three other (hips in 
the room of thofe three ihips that were detached to chace^^ 
..via. . • ■ 

** By Sir Edward Hawke, Knight of the 
'* Bath, Admiral of the bke fqaadron 
* *' of his Majeily's fleet, 

*^ lYou are hereby required and direfled to 

*' cake under your ^command the (hips named 

•• Dublin, ** in the margin j the captains of which have 

«' Burford, ** my orders to follow your diredUons; and 

♦* Achillea, ** proceed, without a moment's lofs of time, 

** to put }ti execution the orders you received 
** from me yefterday. For which this Ihall be 
*' your order. ' • 

** Given finder ray hand on board his Majefly *s (hip Rsi* 
•* milies, atfta, this ?ift of Sept.* 1757. 

pp. HAWKE. 

'* To CharJes Knowles, Efq; Vice* / 

" Admiral of the Red Squadron 
•* of hia Majefty's fleet. , 

, : c' ; ^** By command of the admiral J. Hay,** 

>i- In obedience to that order, the deponent proceeded with 

. :liti.jdtyi&on ^th^ail the fail* they could carry, to get in, and 

" " '• make, 



body in a hurry preparitng; for dcfenc^^.^nd4j|Wtt A.'ft.^ 
carrying men into the gan;ifon of Aix from the '^*^* 

coaft I 



"X 
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make, whst land it was ; he judges it wa^^^bont nine o*t}ock» 
when they were got Within about two' bliekdl thij kud/ iii 
eleven fathoms wstcer, tery hazjp^^ thick wtaditr^ji^ift his ptllc^ 
defired, the fhip might be packed and laid with'the head off 
till it cleared, fo as he could fee his marks. Whilft he wa^^ 
Taymg to, he 'made a fign'al f6r tB^ captains of his dlyi^bn, 
and ordered them to Tend for their pifeti^, no 4Wo of whom 
agreed, what land it Was ; th^irleverttledeaiiunadonsihetbok 
^wo, and immediately Unit them to •Sir>Bdwaf4'Havvkc» 
V^ho, by chat time, was adVanced nearer to, him by two or 
three miles than he was before, as he the deponent laid with 
liis head' tiff Ihore. 'th ttis letter to S^r Edw^tM he acquainted 
hhn^ Ihlve not one^oiRifae*^ pilots would even ^eke chaige to 
lead Jn widi^ la tWentygon-fliip j'if they WoaU, hisdivifen 
ihould have followed her. Soon after his boat went awa^^ he 
made a (ignal for fpeaking with the admiral, feeing he conti- 
nued .under fail^ and did not flop to take up the boat.. At 
the fame time he made fail with his divifion towards him„ and 
by a^ut tweiVe joined him ; when tBe deponent got on board 
him, he was furprized to fee Mr. Keppel on board, and alio 
to ii.nd ' the Magnanime and Royal William had joined him 
again, which the thick weather had prevented thie deponent*| 
knowing. Sir Edward Hawke, upon the deponent's acquaint- 
ing Kim with what had' happened, (for he thinks^ he got on 
board, before his letter) immediately fent for the pilot of th^ 
Magnanime, at the fame time telling the deponent, he judged, 
what was the matter when he faw him bring to, for hb pilo^ 
had refufed carrying his'&ip in : When the pilot of the Mag- 
nanime came on board, he immediately told them, what land 
it was ; and after offering to carry the fleet m, returned on 
board his own (hip, and led the depohent*S divifion in, the 
admiral and the reft of the fleet following. The wind was 
pretty frcfh all" this day, till towards the' evening, when about 
hx o*clock the tide of flood being fpent, the Magrianime 

made 
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/(.dC doaft**^ about ten oVlock Admiral Knowlcs, m 

»757- ^^ N^pttine of 90 guilSj' and his whole divifibrit 

dcrtd ©n ▼!«• Magnanimc 74, Barfleur 80, America 64, 

the fcnricc. Alcidc 74, Buiford74, Rpyal Wiljiam 90, weighed 

and made full fall towarck this front of the gar« 

rifoii. ' Gaptilh Htowfe 1^ oh thfr ftarbcrffd f»ckj 

and the Anjerica the larboard. Mdny guns fircdj 

froqa the Ifle of Oleron, at two of our fmall yefleU 

Teeming to rrecononitre that fhore. < . 

The fort - Half all liour paft twelve, the fifft gun fired 

begnsihc f^^ thfe garrifon at our fiiips, a fihafl battery 

alfo at the weft corner of tlie ifland fired it thii 
Jafon, who had thei regime:nt of buffs jfi b^ati 
i^ady to la^d, but the balls. feU fhort of (h^m i"-^ 
vaft croUd!i of people appear on the Freiich 
tbafts. 

inade the fignal to aochor ; they were then in the xnottth of 
tiie j^ertuis of Antioche : about eight o'clock Sir. Edward 
Hawke made the iignai for. the fleet to anchor, and the/ 
continued working in^ and anchored, as they came into pro- 
per births all night.—- Early in the morning of the 2zd the 
Magnanime made the fignal, when the deponent weighed 
with his ^iyUioDj' and Sir Edward Hawlse and the relt of the 
fie^t weighed alfo; About;elevei) p'fi^lQcb; i^ faliiog calm^ the 
fignal. was again made to 9i>chor^ ab^ut tyv^ or three a fmall 
t>reeze fpringing up wefterly, the Magn^^nime made the ignsA 
and weighed again, and the deponent ran in with his diviiionk 
till between nine' and ten o'clock at night, Sir Edward Hawlse 
and^lie fleet of tranfports all following^ when the deponent's 
diviiion came to anchor. 

^ An ifland not above a mile long and about half a mile 
pver, almoft in an oval form, the foil ban:eo, gravelly ai)4 

fftndy> and yet one continued vineyard, 

. " » •-. • 

I The 
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The line o£faatd^:&ip8 kept undcirl fail; adi AIIX 
^ Jafeo tadud riMMit flk^d made op t^ them) Aot ^^' ^ 
being able to buid her mthBt the mindkd teru , j 

i)er» both, for oho fliallQwr)e& of die.wditr^.att^ 
aJlb the fierce fire of the hmerf^ / 

Oae o'dDck.the^MagiianiiM only flood cKre&Iy The Mag^ 
into the fott, and began a nkoft heavy fire, Hhek^^'^^' 
COfltimtal thunder, rendering; the ^ry fliip to ap- Are, 
pear as one cloud of ^noke. The battery alfd 
ftred leory briihly^ aad die JBarfieur at a gucat 
diftapoe, - fired ibme^ few gua^. Befiaro the' a^- . 
tack began, Captiun Howe received the firi' 'of Captam 
the ganifeoi^idl gcean. intrc{»dkyy ordered all his ^^^^7 
men to lay (teora upoa the decks, turned aH hk V^^'^^rJt 
fi^e C3tde» jfidwk, and imtocb&ries ovi»' board i ^ ' 
htmfelf only, with his fpeakiag trumpet iii hand^ 
the pilot: wdi the man* at the belih, ^pdaring 
upon decky €31 became within fi^ty yards of 
tlis. baftioos of the ganifon^ wben' he begain: fo ^ 
furious a fire, that the Mofifieurs laid. Something . / 1 
more than maivmuft bdoa board that ihip^ th^ 
meit in the garrlfon were ib much terrifitldy tSiM 
tffuAcf tbitni clapped the^ifelveg dow^>^tider ^ 
works. o£ tto garrtfeiH and^ iiy the ditdies^ nbt 
coi;dd be prevailed oil i^ HA^d to CtKfir^^K!^ 
which obligft) the goveriirt* to ftrike the colours ; Colours of 
and' thii was- no fponcr doiie, than they all jumped ^^^'^ 
up, taking fnuff, dancing and rejoidng,- as if 
fhey had gaini^d'^vl&ory. ' 

The gamfon ceafing fiife, (bme failors and ma- 
riners firft landed, and the Jkfon, with the batta- ' 
lions of the buffs in boat^^ took poiKiIx>n of the 

ifland. 
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A. p. 2hD4.' Thbre being only two marines and 6ne 
^^^' fiulor kitted: on boand the Magi^nime; and one 
bothiic^. man killed in. the gafrifon^ by a bsdLglahcing off 
obliqviely. on his b-eaft^ where h remained fixed, 
without force to penetrate through Jiis b6dy« . . 
The governor, on: our men taking poffcflTion, 
furprlfqd them with faying to this effefl:, " Mef- 
.- *' fiQurs/'**-" we cxpeftcd you .ere now ; we had 
^ accpQQt of your .failing from St Helen's the 
V 7th,r. which made tuis remove all ; our valuable 
f* efl[e^s<.ib that .you will now find /but. a poor 
;** iflaftd*!* . . i LTv i.[\ . , .. 
De^rip- Xhisi&rf, bad it.been compleated according: t6 
^^^ ^^* old yauban'3 plan of military architefture, laid 
out aridtdmoft fihilhed----niight have ^vcri great 
ttouble.' The parapets were. xaifcd to their pro- 
per height^ but enibrazurcs were riot yet .fixed, 
clfe. perhaps the French for-r-pufiltanipaity would 
Strengtlibfootihst^^be^n blamed; in thcfdrt were five hun- 
ibn/*'^'" dred.&ldiers and two hundred faitor?, yet no dit 
charge of mufquetry ; which^ as. the Maghanimc 
w^j f9 np$r» might haye greatjy .^n^oysd our ma- 
rines on board ; iaibs.^arrifonwte found .twenty^ 
guns^.eJghteeA poupctera, pight.mprtirs, but few 
bombs were thrown,! attw,hich.wpre either taken 
away or rendered ufej^s. There. w^ a gr^at 
quantity of powder, ^ ball, and ammuifiition; 19. 
thc_magazine. . ; j. ,:, . , \, 
The ihore While this conque(( was in hap^^ Sir £dwar4 
tinent ci^" Hawkc had refolvcd to reconnoitre, and to found 
^lored. ^^^ p^ij ^ Qf |;h^ ' co3&^ which appeared^ by 

the letter of his inftrudions -to be the n6xt ob- 
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\t£t of the expedition. The parties employed on A. D. 
this fervice were Rear- Admiral Thomas Broderick, 
and the Captains J^mes Douglas, Peter Dennis^ 
and Matthew Buckle Efqrs; They were fent out 
out; on the 23d in the afternoon, and continued 
upon that fervice, all night, till three or four 
o'clock the . afternoon fqjlowing, when they re- 
turned ^ and made the following report to Sir Ed- 
ward Hawke. . . 

^ On the 24th in the. morning, the day after the attack of' 
the Ifle'of Aix, iignal was out on board Sir Edward H^wke^ 
for Admiral Knowles to come on board of him ; on which 
Major-General Conway add he went immediately ; Sir Ed- , 
ward Hawke, on their coming oh board, t(dd the admiral. 
Admiral Biioderick an4 three captains were gone Reconnoitring 
for a landing-place, and !he wiibed for. their (peedy . return. 
As that iignal, which was oat on board Sir Edv^ard^ was Soi^ 
Uie rear-admiral as well as the vice-adn^ral, being a flandard 
at the enfign-fiaff, and the vefels, which Admiral Broderick^ 
had with him, wljre not in fight, he bfcg^ed of Sir Edward 
to make the fignol for all land ftnd Tea general officers, whkh' 
it the ftandard at the. mizen:top-niafi :iiead,{that^ being moft' 
difcerniUe^at a diftance, and to repeat £{iiig i| gun tvtry h^ur/ 
which he did ; Before four. Admiral Broderick and the cap* 
uins returned, very much fatigaed, and drew up their report.^ 
After Uking a morfel of dinner th^y all got into their boats 
and went away to the Ifle of Aix (excepting 'Adinir&l firode-' 
sick) in order to coRed'wh^t intelligqic^ .thejr cojild &omihe* 
prifoners taken in the fort ; a number of the prifoners w^re> 
fent on board the vice admiral's fhip, and examined, one by 
one, ty GenerarConway, he fpeaking French, till near ele- 
ven o'clock at night, when -Sir Edward Hawke and SJr John, 
Mordaunt went away;, and the admiral declared hiS' iitt^tioh^ 
of holding a f;9uf^il. of war on board, the Ncptane^ipithe 
next morning, which was accordingly done. . ^ ^,^; .^ ..> 

Voi-.II. X «W« 
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Av D. «« ¥¥7 E the umfcr-^lttcn wetii and ibiAfdild 
1757- «* VV jj^g p^^j^ g,^ ^gj^ Rocheik to Fert 

sirE^dw^ ** FoiH%» aitd &nd as f^lloivs;. 

Hawke for « jprehi thg- fouth poHit 6F thfe tjfitnwife df Rcp. 

&c. the «< cbcRe^ (oh which point th^re afe twchty^fevttt 
" grins mminted on bferbet) to the point of thtt 
" Angolin^ We find it d ?oaky fhore, dnd ftdc^ 
*' cRfts^ with ihosls near fcwb ririlci ofFj frohi An-^ 
** golin to Chatelaillon, we find a fair^ hfan-d^ Takidf 
*' beach, with a flat lying oflT near two miles, 
faftvtng but three futhoflfi ac high #ater zt thbc 
diftjih(:e) b%t 'i&K»r ^nMttd, ^Ic^ wMch bi^ch 
** are fetid hilli abdrtit fifty fMi iVcrttt thfe t6'p 6f 
*' high <<rater. Oh the point 6f Chatclaiflon ire 
*' two guns on Ibarbee^ which can no ways annay 
^' the latuiif^g of tht trCkips iil4he bays <if fcither 
" fide of il ; feffd <MF Wfcic^h p««t ¥ttH» d riff df 
«' rocks ^eft tWb ftttes, Whtch alt d^y it loW 
^^ water •» and round Ihe faid points aboSt half a 
^^ mile to the ea^iwand^ tkere is a fmal} Tandy bay 
*^ near half a mite kmg^ and th€ lanki OTdr the 
«' <&id bay rifes with m eafy dfcent^ tfbDUt i quar^ 
«« ttr tff i ftiile, t6 a: ctrtirth of ddtfvent, *ith Si 
^ Icfw houfes near Tt •, from the Tandy bay, along 
*^ to % iquarp fort on the jbuth part of the bay^ 
«« )ies ft kmg flat im^ v^bieb & cky hear tit^ 
*^ ftiites i(t lb# W«#. 

^* It Is our general opihloh, tjfie tranipbrts can- 
^' not come nearer to ekher of the aforefaid bay$ 
^* {in wder lo land titiops*) than a mik and m 
^^ b0y as wi ibuiki difse fttbo^ teftiiy tt^ «hil€ 
« diftance at high ^8fl^. 
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*» The ftjuarfi fort ori thfc fdxith.Ilde of thfc bay A. i>. 
'* ^e c6tiia dnly Tee tivo fides iffi the face to the ^^^^' 
^ ndl-tli-wift had ftitie eriibfrfiiilrfes, and that to 
* fht Aorrh-iiaft oftiy two. 

*' Given uncler our Hands, 'oh board his Ma- 
jefty's fiiip Ramilies irt fiaiqud road, 
this 24th of SeptemW, 1757. 

** 3!^bomas Brodsritk. 
^^ Jams Douglds. 
^^ Pttir Binnis. 
^^ Mhttbtw B^ckler 

Nothing wsts dbn^ toward^ lahding thfe ai^my, 
jfcxt daiy, fuAhet- than ^hat was nt^ccflary to de- , 
ftroy the fohificati6ns bf Aix *. However, Go- Coionci 

' Wolfe's 

lohel James Wolfb, cmptoyed as quartermafter- report of 
general on the expeditteri, idatohs in the fervice, m/sTore, 
xx^sn which he w^^ fenl, and difdaining to bel 
kite, while others \^efe VfeftttiHhg their lives, ob- 
tained leave of Sir John Mord^unt m reconriditfd 
the fhore. He fct off about dhe o'clock on the 
ijd, during the ailfack of the Ifle of Aix, and 
went M the fort fotjh aftfer it ha(d furi-ehdered. ' 

Hfc teiided, and got wpon the ramparts, and 
from thente viewed FoOrrfs ahd th« kfld ^abdut it i 
hi ftayed als little white as he couldj ixA th'oA re- 

£ Mihers were ap|ioiiited to bl0W up die fbrtifioacjon, gor 
v^mor^s hoiife and the barradcs^ which WoS^k cO^ them up till 
the 30th. In which fervice we loik two.failors and two foldiers 
blown up, and a ferjeant had both his thighs broke by a flone, 
thit fell up6& him. 

X 2 turned 
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A. D, turned immediately to the Ramilics, which was 
^^'^' anchored at a confiderable diftance from the Iflc 
of Aix, and made a fort of a report, of what he 
had obferved, to Sir Edward Hawke and Sir. 
John Mordaunt. He mentioned the lituation of 
Fouras, as it appeared to him, and took notice 
of what he thought to be the ftrength of it, to 
.the admiral and the general : which he was in- 
duced to do, as nobody elfe within his knowledge 
had done it, aAd took the liberty of faying to S» 
Edward Hawke, that he believed, if the depth 
of water would allbw of coming near enough, a 
fhip would batter it down very eafily, or at leaft 
would fo far take thie fire of the fort upon " the 
fhip, that the troops might very fafely land* round 
about it;—- what he fpoke of the. land on the 
other fide of the fort was from conjefture only. 
Sir Edward Hawke at that time feemed to em-' 
brace the pfopofal with a great deal of warmth, 
and Sir John Mordaunt approved of it. He faid 
to Sir Edward Hawke, that, as he fbppofcd, the 
pilot- of the Magnanime could very well inform 
him of the depth of water; and as the admirals 
and generals did not appear to difapprove of his 
fpeakihg upon that point, he juft hinted to Sir 

Edward Hawke, that it might not be amifs to 
' caufe fome diverfion on the fide of RochcUe, to 
divide the enemy's attention, which he appre- 
hended might be done by means of the bohib- 
ketches. Sir Edward fo far agreed to it, that he 
fent both for the pilot and the bomb-ketches up 
from the Ifle of Aix that night, he having fug- 
" . , gefted 



s* 
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gpfted tp.bim his opinion, that there was not a AD. 
moment's time to be loft. The pilot fccmed ^^^^' 
clearly to underftand his notion of the attack^' and 
of landing at the fame time on both fides the fore, 
and faid, that he could, or believed he could, 
take the Magnammc up to batter the fort ; as alfo^ 
that the landing between Fouras and la Pointe was 
very pradicable, fuppofing the fort to be attack- 
ed, as propofrd, at the fame time. 

Yet we fliall fee, that notwithftanding fo great Remarks 
an officer's opinion of the pradticability of the p"aaicabi. 
landing, and the concurrence of Sir John Mor-%?^ 
daunt, who acknowledged upon his trial, that he ^ "^ 
did embrace Colonel Wolfe's plan or propofition 
of an attack japon Fouras cheerfully, and that 
Sir pdward Hawke gave Jiim room to expe<a-, that 
he would next morning fend up a fhip to batter 
Fouras; it Was iaidafide by a council of war, onLaidaiJde 
the 25th of ' September, on board his Majefty'i^y*^ 
ihip the Neptune, at anchor off; the ifle of Aix **, 
fqr the following realbns : 

• ' *^Th^ 

h " Preferit, 

' f Knight of the Bath, Admiral and 

-' Sir E^rJ Harwke, \ «>««»»"<»« i" ^^ief of his Maje- 

' ^ Ity s mips employed on the prefent 
expedition. 

Knight of the Bath, Ljeutenant Ge- 
neral of his Majeily's forces, and 
'** Sir John Mordaunt, ^ General and commander in chief 

of the troops on the prefeiit expe- ^ 
dicion. 

" Cbarlis Knowles^ Efq; Vice Admiral of the Red. 

*• The Right Hon. Major General Hemy Seymore Comeof, 

** Tbomas Brodenck, Efq; Rear Admiral of the White. •' 

X 3 '« Hon. 
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A; IX , f ( Ttie ibrti&Qatjods ^nd i(Mnd of Ai:^, bqlongr 
'?57* tc ipg j-Q j^^ Fwnfh King, having forrendcrcd to 

onVa"the f * his Mftjcfty's arm$, the council proccecjcd to 
council of c( ^ake intQ confideration the farther ftpps propci 
^f t9 be taken, in execution of hi» Aiajefty's fe-f 
'f cret inftruftions to Sir Edward Hawke and Sir 
?< Jqhn Mordaunt, cpmnwnders in chief of hl» 
** M^^fty'3 f>rce$ on the prefeot .expedition ; and 
*' the firft objefl: being to dcterrpine. Whether a 
^f proper place could be Ibund for landing .the 
•'troops. Sir Edward Hawke produced a report 
<> by Rear Admiral Broderick, md the C^pt^n$ 
*^ EJoiigla?, Dennis, and fiueklc, whom hfi bad 
♦* fent to found aqd reconnoltrjg tiie coaft from La 
*^ Rochelle to the point of Four^ near the em-^ 
** bouchure of the river Charehte, which report 
^^ h. hereunto annexed. 

*' The council having taken the faidwpoje in^ 
^* cpnfider^tipn, and examined the, pilots, it apr 
^^ pQ4rs, that there are but two lan^ling places ; 
•' and that the troops could not be ncimbarked 
*< from either of them in bad weather, the fwell 
*' of the fea making fo grcftt a furf on the fhore, 
•* tl^at no bqa^ CQvild b^ ablei to approach it to 
/** take the troops off-, the ableft p\lqt havin^g ini- 
*' formed the council, th^t he had been at anchor 
^^ feven weeks in this road, aqd not a boat been 
able to pafs qr rep^f^ : apd it Ukewife appears 
to the council, that in cafe tjie troops ihould be 






" Hob. Major General EJwai^dCormvaiHs: 

** Captain Giorge Bruges Rodney* 

•^ Colonel George HifwarJ.'\ ' 

«« over* 
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*' ffiy» ^^P «»^<* ^♦^'^ "9* P>^<^*on f«>w- the '?^^' 

*« TJic probability of iH»:«6 in th» MWjPI* 
ff f^^St Rfl§ti%fcff4[, in $afe |h« i«9^g yias'af- 
»f ^^d, j^i0g f^n 1«li«. 1.4.(9 cQt)6fl|p;9^B, 

♦^ {iie»R»M« extend Cl§^« pWflf en^Wfer, f«« 

called in, and being a^ feift ^^W^B. df ^^^Bcd, 
TK^t W^W hf! ftl8 fKf pU§P ift the ye#- 13^54, 
*> i>« thPHgVt W pi|C* Wa^ 8n«W Canfelf pi^ Mi^ 
^*- l^tfl^>y ftffftWll } Wh%| alltr^tiflft lfi§]? hft^ hfen 

^ tna^ if* the pUw finee,, h9 hw not fy^eipat 

♦'. iQ6)r«iatwn (Q judgp j th»f h(5 dpqi n<« ifvtgjn* ' 
♦* wy f«g«Wif «tt*cl& w» ia({f«di!?4 a^inft tlifi ot 
«f,any othpr plase,. thp f(f^ q>}aRtHF ftf ftflSi^fty 

'^Vfbstvf, Rft$b^ipgfe9tHP»ntha«R^q. dicing 

^» a&ffii, if tb« 4U6h wrs flf)«fl^ ^ wsjer* 

whether he fliould then think it prafbicable to 

tak? the p|ace by p (cal'ade i i^idj he thought 

».* jjqi i ijpt that wbet^ lip f^w t^e d.itch, it did pQt 

^f MonfieuF de fionneville, volHgGccFi being 
** aflced what he knew of Rochefert, faid, that 
** he was there about nine ycaw ago ; that 
.«♦ ;^ F^ipp2im vere pf eartl^^ and th^t thcr^ are 

f* fluippt there, W wh^pJn ^^9y ^^ ^m 'b? ditch, 

** 4nd that i( was fiUl of wftttr j^ i«wi4» whep h? 
*« was there. 

»' The pilot of the Neptune being called in, 
«* fa^d, xKat he had been yery frequently at 
ti Rflcbeforfi that fee fj)nri}n^rv(ip^ s^ fin^l yc/Tpj 



* 



32S The GENERAL HrSTGRY or 

A. D. «« there many years ; that they have fluices near 

'7S7* « the hofpital, by. which they can fill the ditch 

" with water ; that they raife them iTometimcs to 

' ** cleanfe the ditch, and that he has^ feen water in 

•' it quite round the town. 

•' The informations of fome French prifoners 
** were then produced confirming the fame, as alfo 
^ that they had been working on the fortifications 
** there for fome timepaflr. 

" The intelligence rcCeiwd from feveral neutral 
* ** veflcls fpoke with on the paflage was alfo pro- 
** duced, declaring. That the French had been *^ 
«' for fome time in expe&ation of a defcent from 
** the Englifh in thofc parta*. All which being 
« taken into confideration, together with the long 
*< detention of the troops in the Ifle of Wight, 
*« and our meeting with contrary winds, fogs and 
^' calms' upon our pafTage, the fc vcral informations 

i Here alfo were we informed of (ixteen battalions an4 
30,000 militia, befides the invalids and workmen at the dock 
of R&hefort, all which could in fix hoars time be affembled, 
to oppofe our attack ; that the ditch was then Ml of water^ 
and by opening the fluigei the eoantry could be laid uAdcr 
water for five ipiles jound. Should, our infantry lapd at Cha- 
telailloq,— a deep morafs and rivulet would retard their march, . 
fo that the artillery could not get up without going 20 miiles 
round into the heart of tlie country ; that all nien of War 
built at Rochefort, for want of Water, were forced to tide ii 
down t^eriver at Ipring tides only, 'without guns or- Egging; 
and be compelled with jury mafts or tow, to go round to Breft 
to take in their guns and rigging, and that but onp fixty gun 
ihip had ever been built at Rochefort, but only 40 guosr-in 
general, and that therefore our fliips pf th^ line, &c. could be 
of no ufe in fuch an attempt. Sec the Secret Expedition ini^ 
' j>artiaRIy*difclofcd, p. 44, tS» 

"received 
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** received of troops kflembled in the neighbour^ A. D. 
*' hood, and the great improbability of finding *^^^" 
the place unprovided, or of furptifing it, or * 

confcqucntly fucceeding in an enterprize found- 
" ed on the plan of an aflfault or cfcalade merely ; 
" and the uncertainty of a fecure retreat for the 
** troops, if landed j the council are unanimoufly 
" of opinion, that fuch ah attempt is neither ad- 
i* vifeaWe, nor prad:i€able. ' 

• ' ** Edward HawkCj 
" Jahn Mordaunty 
' ** Charles KnawUs^ 
* ' H. Seymour Conway^ 
. " TTfomas Bfaderiekj 
' " Edward Cornwailhy 
•* a J?. Rodney^. 
--:-:. .. -- ^^^^ G. Howard:' 



However notwithftanding the council had been Proceed- 
of opinion* that it was neither advifeable iu)r prac- '"ss after 

* 1 - n thecouwcil 

ticable to land the troopsr on that coaft, .we find for a land-' 
that there were cutters ?and finall Yeffch fcht out '"^' 

.next night and all next day: to found up the river 
Charente, leading to Rochefort, Sir Edward By homb- 
Hawke did alfo direft Vice Admiral Knowles to '^^^'^'• 
carry in two bomb-ketches to try to bombard the 
fort ; which order was. immediately executed under 

"the condu^ of the Magnanime. But the Infer- 
nal bombj which, went firft, run a-ground, and in 
that fituatiofi would ii^ve been, attacked by two 
row galleys, had they not been beaten ofi^ by ail 
the boats tnanned and armed) under the protection 

of 



l|o The eSNPHAt HiSTPRY of 

A. D. of tb^ CD¥fRtiy, wbip}), in 9t«9nip$ing,|Q g|t Co 
*?5^' thp InferpaJ, ran ^••gropnd five^iflfef^nt times; 

neither (^Qu\^ the bpinbs ^ tht lafiim^J in^ch fe)ni 
that dang^raus fituation to the fort. 
Byoidcrs Ttefe ftill remained ^ * buffing repwt. That 

2m! ^''^" fi>J«^^hwS we^W tv5 ^ttcmptfid i and m th§ a(5th 
ft night Pr^er? ^pr^ fent tf) thf? ffapfpPff* fei the 
Coldi^rs ta h^ tb«nsfclwes in r§a^j|fp, if they 
Ihould be called upon tQ \m^ n^fct ifflpj^ing. 
Buf aejit; d4y praiueed no further order, than to 
exp^i^ l\ifi d^n^l^Htion of the fortifications, and 
for f^rcy fiddier^ Y^ish ball and bayqnets fixed to 
H^P gP4fd on dPf k every night, and hail every 
bqgt ftV y«#l tbftJ paffed, and to fire in upon them, 
if th?y did PW give an anfwer in Englilh, nor the 
word^ aft^r biding hail'd thrice. A caution taken 
on a rep^f, th4t the French intended to fend out 
fome galeafhes, or fmall fire fhips, in dark nights 
to annoy the: fleet at agchor. 

The fpkii of the men, both of the arniiy. and 
fleet, w^ fi> l)ent upon a defcent^ Co cetjalliate the 
French for the frequent attempts upon this illancj 
of Great pritain, that it appears, by this faondudt, 
after the refoljution of the laf^ couhcU of wac^ 
that they thought it hazardous to in&rm them witik 
its contents, and rather waited fome accident %o fa* 
By found- ^our the retum of the fleet. For our fmall cur- 
ing the igfs were employed ftiU ia ibundihg the coaft and 
the Chai^nta ^ and Sir John Morddum^ defired 
another council of war to be affembled, " To 
f* take under confideration, whether ii wasadvife- 
^ able taland the troops to attack the forts lead* 

tMng 
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*^ rentp :" grhicb eowic\l «ftpr in»twe driibcration *^*'* 
»ff re Hfl3R}m<)B(ljt of qpfeiion^ <* Tfbat it «a« A^r 
»* vifcablp to land th« trci^|«for that puipoiiB ^itk 
^*»I1 ppQiblc difpatKb ''."• Add ir^ purfiiSBt^ tp 
Shi? laft rif^t^lntion, oisders w^Fc font, at 1 1 o'c^^c^ 
that fame (i>ght> *' for all tb« (rmps t^ dfb^ri^ 

?♦ fFosa llje tfanffte^s on b?»i:4 the tna^t^, and 
^' Iswri fiJPRtly.'' 

In pljp<iiencq to thefp QFJlprs Colo««J I^w-p-rrry 
vfifh J^ipp^cRant CqlQnfl jS}r .WUliain ^thl??* 
apjl ftl^Cff Farquahar, irIw) mHHTc tq m^ck a? tjjf 

Jiead of fhe grpoiwiieFSi tqok l»a)P l?e%f twelve. 

shQHgh alaftPt two leagues from |hQ»> ^b^ * fpe^i 
gftlfifvill againft thpm, whi^h.votfld havp fq^aa- 

gpre^ gn^t^y pf the bpats iogtjfd wi;h ippn, (9 
crouded that they cqqld only ft^nd erei^} %h,ay 
were tqmhled in the fviell tjU tvo oVlock, wm 
coming to coodufi: them to the pl^i^e of jendea* 
VQUS i at laft a cutter came ddwa and (aid* ^^ Y<Mf 

k Prefcnt, 

iKnigbt of the Bath, Admiral and Com- 
niander in Chief of his Majefty*« 
diuon. 
{Knight of the Bath, Lieutenant Ge- 
employed on the prefedc expedition. 
OarUs Kfiowles, £fq: Vice Admiral of the Red. 
The I^ight Hop. Major Q^P.^ral Hgna Se^mo^r Cpfiw,^^ 

fk^f^s Broderickf Efq; Re^r Adflpiral of ^C^ Wtitf . 
'Hon. Major General Edward Contwaltir. 
Captain George Bridges Rodney. 
Colonel George Howards 

4 ■ are ' 
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A- 1>. •« are ordered to (hip again, for that the other re- 
^7S7' €c gimcnts cannot be ready thefe two hours," Co- 
lonel K—-—y faid, •*r'can hardly believe it; 
•* Ihew me your orders/* on which was fhewn a 
written order 3 at which all the foldiers made a 
bumming noifi ; and they all went to their refpeftivc 
tranfports^ the boats remaining flill ready. 
Reafons The rcafon given by Sir John * for putting off 
for not jjjg landing this time, when it had ban refolved 
to be an advifeable meafure ; was that a ftrong 
wind blowing from the (bore, the officers of the 
navy, appointed to condudt the landing,' repre- 
fented, that it was with difficulty the long boats, 
which were to be towed on Ihore, could make 
way, and confcquently the troops would be a long 
time expofed to the fire of the enemy ; that the 
tranfport- boats, which were rowed by foldiers, 
would be dill flower, and more expofed ; that it 
would be day, before the firft embarkation could 
get on (hore, and that it would be fix hours more 
' before the troops, firft landed, could be fupported 
by a fecond embarkation : the generals judging 
the landing under thefe circumftances not to be 
expedient, agreed not to attempt it that night. 

But the meflage fent on this.occafion to Admi- 
ral Hawke, by Admiral Broderick was, ** That 
having prepared all the , boats, with proper 
officers to land the troops, he was now to ac- 
quaint him, That the Generals were come to 
a refolution not to land to nighr, but to wait 

J In his defence, p. 58. of his trial. 

**Xill 
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" till, day light, when they can have a full view of A..D. 
** the ground whereon they are to land." *7^7' 

When Sir Edward Hawke faw the inftability of 
the orders iffued out to the land forces in purfu- 
ance of the laft council of war ; .and confidcring 
that every delay, was adding ftrength to the enemy, 
and daily, increafing the hazards and dangers of 
the fhips in that boiftcrous fea, at that fcafpn, 
which he very juftly underftood to be the purport 
and real meaning of a letter he h^d lately received 
from Mr. Secretary Pitt, to continue on that 
coaft fo long as there were any operations going on, 
agreeable to his fecret inftrudions, and no longer "; 

he ^ 

" A true copy of a letter from Mr. Secretary Pitt, to Sir John Mr. 
Mordaunt^ dated Whitehall^ i^th September 1757, {the //^ PiTT's 
.heing at the fame time wrote to ^ir Edward Hawke, mutatis gj-^T uL 

' mutandis. Mordaunt. 

"SIR, 

" T-T I S Majcfty, by his fecret inftrudions, dated the 25 th 
" day of Augaft lafl, having diredied the retarn 'of the - 
** troops under your command, together with the fleet, ' fo as 
«* to be in England at, or about, as near, as may be, the end 
'' of September, unlefs the circumftances of the forces and* 
<* ihips ihall neceifarily seqC^ire their return fooner/ I am now 
** to iignify to you the King's pleafure. That you do not con- 
*^ ilder the above-mentioned time, limited for your return, as • 
'^ intended, in any manner, to afFodl or interfere with the full 
** execution of the firft and principal objeft of the^ expeditioa^ 
" namely, * attempting^, as far as ihall be found pra^icabl^j ' 
** a defcent on the French coaft, at or near Rochefort, in order - 
** to attack, if pradlicable;, and, by a vigorous impreffion, • 
''. fQrce that pUce, and to born and deftroy, to the utmoft of' 
*' your power, all ihipping; dpcks, magazines, and arfenals, 

?*that 
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A. D. he m <h* i^A 6f Sfepteftftbfef, wtirti to Sir JtjHri 
'^57. Mordaunt, *S feH6#* : 

< • 

<* S I R, 

sirEdward «^ G H6tiM dtc gfencf il yfHter s of thi^ trbbpi ha^* 

k^r^to " «^ fiitiWf mifitary dp6ritl6rfe to prdpofe, 

MordSunt " ^^nfidirabfe enough to ziiihofitt my detaihiri* 

"" * « tW fliifadroh ufitter my cothtnittd Ibttgfer hfeit, 

*^ I htg leave t6 adqaahft ybU, that I Inttrti W 

** protttd Wirfi a fot Enghnd without ioft bF 

*^tirti<J, 

1 am. Sir, 

Your moll obedient 

Moft humble fcrvant, 

Edward Hawke." 

■s. 

: Sir John in his defence, fays, he wrote, in ari- 
fwer, that he would fummon the general oteers 

*' that fhHH bi found tlrtrfe, iM elxcrt fach othei* efebrts, as 
" flfldr be jtttlgid mbft proper for Umaylng the eiiemy/ Arid 
With i^gttrd to any othef pKt&itAix ittcttipi, which, A^rci- 
My tb fo\3» orders j yon (h^l hstVcf ctmimeifced, and in the 
•• fcxecufioh whafcof )^oa ffi«l be aftaklly engaged, it is, atfa 
** Wi Maj^liy 's •plcafttfe, t"hat yda do not ddiift 6-oih, or break 
« op^bfeinie, merefp' and foidiy toii aecouiit bf thetiihe limit- 
" ed fbi ybvLt i^eturn by the ihltfufihitts abbvd- mentioned ;— 
<' fcfiit th^f, i^otwithHandiiig the (kvkt, f^ovt do eon'^nue with 
" the troops dtrrihg ftich a Arthur dumber of days/ as -may 
** alRw-d a fcbmpetcnt tinte Brfhe coihpletiori of any dperatioa 
" flWl^ thfe Ah%vt cirduniftances ; aJtttf which ybu i^e to take 
•KcafcfO wtdi^n «^ith the fbH!t% IliAter yottr coirihanS, and tHe ' 
*[ Am fc »« nbnntf ffil?ia«ityy^formci^inftfi^ 

ta 
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t& tonfider 'of Sir Edwanfs tetoir^ and defired A. D. 
him w %mfy his infcatfOfl in wHting : Which hft *^'^' 
did ih a tetter w &if«, th« faitie day. He theit 
a]^phed t^ Sir Ed\^ird fbt k toancil @f wat : who 
cfedftftdltj iihdfeid, thAtfeftfflen Wirfe ftdjudgei 
of lAftd opertliohSi wlikh Wert ft^ lie pfcrfotmfed 
by ttoe^^ &tt ffit^i Ih c^riftqu^ficfe irf this Sit 
' John fuftfftfitefhed .all thfe fend ^(fkts:, Who had 
BWiS bf the ct)whdl 6f war, ahd laid Sir Edward 
HtfHriL^'S Uttit before thfefti. AM bfcing ifflfem- 
btedi fsy^fte, «' W4 co'nftdefed the uheatalnty 
" <5f feftdtngi if the wiiid fliotild bte^ is it had 
d(Jn6 ilM flight before, and f h^ Sc^oOht \;fe haS 
tttil d^y ftteiVed fmm thfc Captaitl df this Vi^e¥ \ 
flb($^, 't\r^ h^d ihfetfned Gdldhel Mo-wttrd) th^ 
h* hind fefen ^ cofifldet-able body erf troops nealp 
the luiidtftg pidce, whcfe numbers he did Adt 
" cxadlly know, but he had obTerved fivfe pair cff 
•*)frdldiiri} that he faw them in camp; that the 
*• ne*t iftorning tht view of the camp was inters . 
** ropcedv fo that he couJd not fee them again; 
•* which Jic attributed to the enemy having throwtl 
'' up fytae ^ound on the beach, and that he fa^^ 
•' the fand hills on the beach oonfiderably highdf 
** thbn they wtt-e on Sunday, when he came thire; 
** Gotoncl Hdward, in his return from reconnoi* 
*• tring, reported this to me. 
' ** It fUttlttt irppfeartid to us, tftit the atteriipt 
*'* upon thofe forts at thh time, cobld not juftify 
** the ill conftfquences of detaining the fieet in that 
'* baiy^ at a nifte whei^ from whfat ifft had karnt 

^' ftma iht tmntik^x^ i6f the ^ uificfef^, twi» 
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A- ^* " €**^at French fleets were cxpcftcd home ; that 
*757* cc jjj ^jjjg feafon of the year, fo near the equinox^ 
fuch weftcrly winds were to be apprehended, as 
might detain the fleet there many weeks i that 
** the foundation, upon which the refolution of 
** the council of war upon the 28 th was taken, 
^^ was, that it might be done during the neceflary 
** detention of the fleet in the demolition of the 
** fort of Aix, and thereupon was diredbed to be 
*^ done with all poflible difpatch : that the demo- 
•* lition of the works of the Ifle of Aix was com- 
•* pleated that very day, and that the wind was 
•• then fair for the fleet to return ; add to this,* 
/ ♦* that the time limited by his Majefl:y's inftruc- 
^* tions was now expired, and that the time was 
♦' not prolonjged by Mr- Pitt's letter, which al* 
•* lowed us only to complcat fuch operations, as^ 
" we had already begun. 

^^ Upon all tbefe confiderations, not thinking 

^Mt a meafure either advifeable or juftifiable in 

" us to take upon ourfelves the confcquences. of 

*' detaining the fleet any longer in thofe parts, we 

«' came: unanimoufly into the Admiral's propofal 

*' of returning to England.'* 

Difpofiti- J" ^^^ mtm time ° Sir Edward Hawke ordered 
r^sh-^^^ the agent for the tranfports to dired them to follow 

Edward . , ^ 

Hawke for n When Sir Edward Hawke had received an anfwer from 
home^ "^ the land officers, •• That they were all agreed to return di- 
rcaiy to England,** he fent a letteftb Mr. Pitt, 'which con- 
cludes wkh-^«* It was the daiH expeftation of their undtrtaldng 
fomething, which induced me to &sy here To long : As I havd 
got their final* f eiblutipri, I i^a}l lait; for England jto-morrow 
morning.** 
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his iignal, and that no troops ifaould difeaibirk A. D. 
without further orders. Aftd all the (hips of Vice *'5^* 
Admiral Knowles's divifion came down from be- 
fore Aix into the open road. On the 30th the 
fort of Aix was blown up and in flames ''.: and on 
the I ft of Odober the whole fleet got under ftrl ' 
and returned to England^ without making arif dt^ 
tempt to land on the coafi of^ Frunce '♦ 

Words 

^ Eight mortars of 14 in^. atod 30 piec^es of cannon were 
found in tkefort, i. e. 16 e^teen pounders^ and i4fouxteei^ 
pounders. 

p The Londoh Gazette, ^i the 8th of O£tober, has this par- 
ticalar article in the iaccoant of the expedition, — *' On the 29th 
*' of September the refolution was taken to retam to Ei)gland 
** the troops, no Attempt hmnng hetn Utade to land on the coaft of 
** France.^^ And Admiral Hawke*s letter of advice concerning 
this fervice in Bafque road, and his refolutibh to return home 
relates. That haying maturely confidered the report 6f the 
officers he had fent to reconnoitre and fpund tRe coaft, he was 
of opinion they might land: that Sir John Mordaunt deiired 
• a council of war to confider of it, that then it was granted by 
. every body, that the landing could be efFeded : that in confi* 
dence of their judgment, and knowledge of their own profef- 
fion, the fea officers aifented to their rei^ibns for not proceeding 
to attempt taking Rochcfort by efcalade,— *It was, fays he, the 
daily expedation o£- their undertaking fo^ething, that induce^ 
tne Jto ftay here fo long. Though before I came here, thi» 
place was reprefented, as very difficu]| of accefsy and fo nar- 
row, that (hips could not lie in fafety ^om the forts; nay the 
pilots made many baulks, fays he, before we came in : yet I 
find it a fafe, fpaciov^ road, in which all the navy of England, 
merchant (hips include^ ^^y ride without the leaft annoy- 
ance ; and that a fquadroA may, at any time, by laying here, 
prevent any armament from Rochefort, and ruin all the 
Frendi trade to Rhee, Oleron, or the continent, within thefe 

Vol. If, . Y iflandi, 

18 
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AD , Words catft exprcfs the murmUrings of the nt- 

*'^*^* tion, when they hear4 that a fleet and army, which 

S'£e?^ had coft them in this expedition, almoft a million 

of money, and had thrown the French mihiftry^ 

as well as their coaft, into the utmofl: cQniufion^ 

was returned without making one adual attempt 

lowatds executing the King^sorders^ except in that 

, . hour's work, in the reduction of the little ifland 

of Aix and its fortification. 

The country exclaimed ^gainft the command- 
ers, and cried aloud for juftice on the delinquents. 
The officers in defence endeavoured to throw the 
blame upon the miniftry, or at lead: upon the in- 
judicioufnefs of the plan given them to execute i 
. and upon the variety of incidents, that concurred 
towars their difappointment. And each of thefc 
accufations and allegations being fupported by 
Enquiry ft^'o^g prcfumpdons or undoubted fads, bis Ma- 
appointed, jefty, to prevent any applications to htm from his 
fubjcfts in their ' incorporate capacities, or other- 
wife by way of addrefs, did nominate and appoint. 
His Grace Charles, Duke of Marlborough, Lieu- 
tenant General, Lord George Sackville and John 
Waldegrave, Major Generals, to examine and 
enquire, and to make their report concerning tht 

iflaods. And then concludes,—- 1 beg leave to airareyoa,$ir»I 
haye difcharged nay duty to my King, and country with fide- 
lityi diligence, and integrity, and wifh more coulid have been 
done for the good of the fervice. l^t pilot of the Magna^ 
nime has behaved like a man of braver)rjand Ikill^ and as fuch 
J beg leave to recommend him to you. 

caufcs 
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caufes of the failure in the expedition againft Roche- A . i>. 
fort'. V '^^7* 

The board met on the 12 th of November i?/;?. The board 
and having ordered the papers containing all the 
orders and inftruftion^, which appeared to have 
been fignified to. the cpmtnanders of the ktee^x- 
pedition, to be read,- they examined witncffcs in 
regard to their amhcntieity and contents; under 
which examination there qame out a very particu- 
lar circumftance relating to the minutes of the 
council of war, on board the Ramillies, in Bafquc 
road, on the 28th of September. For^ General 
Mordaunt begged leave to obferve,* that the mi- 
nutes there jJrorfuced were taken down without 
the knowledge of t^e perfons, who compofed the 
faid council of war, and never feen by the gentle- 
men, who had fubfcribed them. Vice Admiral 
Knowles went farther, and difavowed thefe mi- 
nutes entirely ; and faid he never faw them till 
they were (hewn to him after his arrival in Lon- 
don, and that he did recoiled, that there was a 
pofitive determinatioc^ that nO minutes fliould be 
taken, but that the informations only of the per- 
fons examined Ihould be noted down: which exa- 
minations b^ never heard read. This was con- 
firmed almoft literally by Major General Conway, 
Major General Edward Cornwallis and Colonel 
Geo. Howard. . But Rear Admiral Broderick, faid, 

9 This commiiTion of enquiry was figned on ift November 
1757, and direded to^Thomas Morgan, Efq^ Judge Advocate^ 
General of his MajeAy*s forces, or to his deputy, 

y 2 that 
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A. D. that he did ' obfcrvc minutes taken, that he did 
object to it) and that he never faw thofe minutes ^ 

The 

' Tii/g art the miuutes of this couHciU ttanfmittidly Sir Edward 

Haiwke t§ tbi frtper vffiie* 

rp H E council in order to determine whether the forts lead- 
ing to» add up to the month of the ri?er Charante were 
open and capable of being attacked hy land^ proceeded and 
examined 

1. Lieutenant Colonel Wolfe^ who declared, that he was 
of opinion, that fort Fouras was not a ftrong place, feemingly 
principally fortified towards the fea : that he had feen people 
at work on the land fide : that the taking of the barbetce 
battery hear it, would be of great ufe in taking the fort, pro- 
vided there was proper ammunition for that purpofe ; and 
that Fouras mud be taken by artillery or efcalade. 

2. Lieutenant Colonel Clarke, faid, he could make no kind 
of judgment of fort Fouras, on the land fide, by the help oi 
a telefcope ; the only method he had ever heard of obferv- 
iDgit« 

3. A French prifoner faid. Fort Fouras is a circular, fort: 

no ditch on the back of it towards the land, when he faw it 

» 

three years ago: that it mounted 24 pieces of cannon towards 

the fea, and had embrafiures for guns towards the land : that 

Fort la Pointe is like Fouras circular, and mounts 22 pieces of 

cannon, and. has a Wall on the eaft fide towards the land, like 

that of Fouras : that the landing in the bay of Chatelaillonr is 

the bed landing of any place here ; and that when landed, 

and you get upon the Rochefort road, it is a fine open coun- . 

try : that on friday mohilng, the 23d Inft. lie was in Fort I 

Fouras, that there were but 22 or 24 guns in it, and not above 

50 men of all kinds. That there are much aboyit the fame 

number of guns in Fort la Pointe, and that both forts are in- 

clofed by a wall, in much the fame manner towards the land. 

The council having confidered-the evidence. Sir John Mor^ 
daunt declared his opinion, that f«mething further . fhould be 
attempted> and that h^ would give his orders accordingly that 

moment^ 
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The lepers being gone through, and no body A, p. 
offering to give the connmiffioner^ any information ''^^^^ 
touching the caufes of the failure of the expedition, 

momenty.if any, meaning the general officers of the troops, 
would fay it was advifeable. 

Vice Admiral Knowles declared, he had rcjceived great light 
from theperfons examined, and therefore thoaght fomething 
ought to be attempted. 

Major General Conway, declared for the attempt merely 
from his own opinion, without regard to evidence. 

Sir £dward Hawke, appealing to every member of th^ 
council for the truth of what he faid, declared that he was 
now of the fame opinion, which he had given both before an4 
at the council^ of war of the 25th, That the landing could h 
iffeiled: That the troops ought to be landed for fome farther 
attempt, which -was alone matter of confideration with the ^ 
general officers of the troops, he, not taking upon him ta be 
a judge of land operations, but would from a confidence in 
their abilities, and (kill in their own profeffion, readily afTent 
to any refolution they ihould come to, and affift them to the 
utmoft of his power. This being fettled, after fome debate* 
Sir John Mordaunt, Vice Admiral Knowles, Rear Admiral 
Broderick and Captain Rodney withdrew. 

The council of war being re-aiTembled* and the queftion. 
put, whether it was advifeable to land the troops, to attack 
the forts leiailing to and upon the mouth of the river Ch^« 
rante ? 

Yes. - No. 

Howard Comwallis, but he afterwards 

Rodney j^cauiefc^d with the majority, 

BrodericI^ 

Conway 

Knowles 

Mordaunt 

Hawke. 
N.B, This is the council of war, qf which it was after- 

Wfirds faid, that it had been agreed to take ^o minutes. 

¥3 Sir 
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A. D. Sir John Mordaunt, as commander in chief of 

'^^^' the land forces was called upon tp ftiew the rca-? 

fons, which prevented him from carrying his Ma* 

Sirj.Mor-jefty's inftruftions and orders into execution. To 

reafonsfor which he replied by delivering a narrative of his 

Tg Sn- w^ol^ conduft from beginning to end. Which 

iiiuaions. was in fubftance, what has been already related. 

In the examination of Sir John's narrative the? 

commiflioners hit upon a paflage, which aflrgns 

this as a reafon why the troops were not landed 

A contra- in the night of the 28th of September, " Becaufc 
diaion in „ j^ ^^^jj ^ ^^y^ ^^f^^^ ^j^^ g^j^ embarkation 

fence. c< could get a-(hore ;" whereas in Rear- Aflmiral 
Broderick's letter to Sir Edward Hawke it is faidt 
" That the generals were come to a rcfolution not 
*' to land to-night, but to wait till day-light, 
** when they can have a full view of the ground, 
** where they are to land." Which fceming coq- 
tradidion occafioned a deal of altercation. .How- 
ever Admir^ Broderick perfifted in the truth of 
the letter ; that he did give the letter to Sir John, 
and that Sir John did read it, and approve of it. 

How re- before it was fent in his name to Edward Hawke. 

conciied. ButjMajor- General Conway endeavoured to recon^ 
cile the paffages, by faying, that he conceived Sir 
John's meaning was, that he would have the 
ground viewed in the morning, in order to cm- 
bark next night; and then, after alking many 
queftion?' concerning Aix, Fort Fouras, the pradi- 
cability ot landing, the ftrength of Rochefort and 
the informations received from prifoners concern- 
ing that town, they declined all further proceed- 



ings. 
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When the examination w^s finilhed. Sir John A- D. 
Mwdaunt addrcffcd himfclf tothc board, as fdi- *7*^' 

l0W5, 

; T AM confcious of having done my utmoft, to sirj.Mor- 
^ the beft of my judgment, for bis Majcfty's ^^^^''"^^- 
fcrvice, in the conduft of this expedition : and I boards 
have ftibmitted myfelf voluntarily and readily to 
this examination. I defire no favour or partia- 
lity, and I know I (hall have the moft exad jufticc 
in the report this honourable board will make. 

I apprehend that an encjuiry into the whole 
conduft of an expedition^ without any accufa- 
tjon formed* or any charge laid, is a proceeding ^ 

not quite common 5 and however free from guilt 
9 man may feel himfelf, there arc few, who can 
fiand fo ftri(5t an examination. 

There is nothing but the high opinion I have 
both of the juftice and candour of this board, 
could make me eafy in fuch a (ituation. 

I therefore hope you will be indulgent to my 
errors ; but I defire no mercy for guilt or known 
difobedience, and with thefe fentiments 1 fubmit 
myfelf to the court. 

« 

Thc-board did then report to his Majefty, That The report 
it appeared to thems, as one caufe of the expedi- "^*^^ ^^ ^^^ 
tion having failed, «' the not attacking Fort Fou- thc^boar/ 
ras byfira, at the fame time that it would havc''^'"'^"''^* 
bc^n attacked by landi-— That ** another caufe 
was conceived by them to have been 5 that inftead 
of attempting to iandi when the wpori was re-i 

Y 4 ceivcd 
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iefk of it was laid aGdc in the council of war on A. D. 

the 25th. 

This enquiry, however well intended by his Does not 
Majcfty, did not anfwc;r the intention either of^Ynds of 
acquitting the general, or of appeafing the na- the people, 
tion : but was produftive of more public alterca- 
tions. Some of which endeavoured to juftify the 
imprafticabiiity of the cxpcdijcionrplan, and to 
throw the whok blame of its failure upon the 
Right Honourable Gentleman then at the head of 
the miniftry. .Others as ftrenuoufly.iafifted upon 
its pradicabilityt and without fixing the blame 
on any particular perfon or perlbns, advanced 
flirewd reafons to fufpeft a fccrct caufc for the fai- 
lure of this fccret expedition. 

A right .honourable author • deigned to enter Wntcn in 
the lifts 4mongft the firft clafs ; and, with promifcs'f^f ^^^^^ 
not to deceive, and that he would write nothing, offi<icrs, 
but the moll exadt truth, begins with a fnecr at 
the ftrength and fecrefy of this expedition, and 
at the cxpeiUtions of thofc, who placed any hopes 
of advanuge in its effe^,»^" An .expedition, as 
*' heexpreflcs it, prepared witH fo much often* 
^^ tation of force, whilft its deftination was kept 
^' fo profound a fccret, and on which the perhaps 
«' over^raifed expeftation of many feemed to reft 
** the very iffue of the war." To. back this he 
infinuates, that it was pretty clcaf, long enough 
before hand, that it was intended ^^inft the weftcm 

« Candid refle^Uoqs on th^ report (as pabliihed by author 
^ty) of ^e general ofiifiers, jpc« 

coaft 
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A. D. coaft of Erance, and, confequently, that France 

^75'* could not be fuppofed fo negleftful, as. to leave 

Rochefbrt entirely out of their general plan of 

defence upon that coafl], coniidering its imporCr 

ance. • , 

He then colle6^s the various opinions pad by 

the public, on the difgraceful return of fo powers 

ful an armament, without effefting any thing 

anfvtrerable to the hopes or defigns of its outiet. 

Attempt to The greater part of the nation vented their re- 

caft the jentmenc on the commanders in this unfuccefsful 

blame on . . 

Mr. Pitt, expcditbn, as the readieft objeds. Another, by 
far lefs numerous part, did juftice to the good in* 
teotion, but queftioned whether the projedprs 
had fufEcient ground of knowledge or information 
to warrant the undertaking. Some, merely guided 
by private attachments, or prejudices in favour of 
the projedlors, or^ at leaft, of the principal *pro- 
moter of this attempt^ extolled it to the (kies, ad- 
mired the aftivity of the new miniftcr, that made 
fo glorious a contpaft for him to the paft indo- 
lence and inaftion of his predeceflbrs ; not withoue 
throwing out Ihrewd hints of -the envy of fome, 
who had pppofed his rife td power, having been 
-carried to £uch treafonable tejigths, as lecretly id 
have thwarted and countermined his operations; 
On the other hand, others,- perhaps influenced by 
cpAfidetatjons of the like private nature by pique, 
pffj u^ice^ . , or evca that envy, of which they 
• were accufed, treated, or affected to treati the 
vihfAe plan as chimerical, 'crude and indigcftcd, 
both in the. projeflion and appointment of the 

execu- 
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cxccutipn, from which no better, nor otlher C^ecefs A. IX 
Could be expefted than what befel it. Some over* *^^* 
refined politicians pretended to dilcover in the 
coof)biiiatio(i a tendernefs fpr H^POTeff or ac 
lead a corinexion with the cQnvention of Stade. 
3ut all ranks united in ^ general dtflatisfa£i;ion ac 
this caterprife, having either been fo weakly pro^ 
jedlpd, as not to fufFer even an attendpt to execute 
it ; or at the defedl of the; execution itfelf. 

It is plain the fault was fpmewhere ; and to Remarks 
difcover where, the enquiry was appbinccd under ^J^^^f - 
fuch officers, as were a^ the head of the miliury «nquuy- 
profeffion. However this royal commilEon, and 
the charafters of the officers, that filled the board, 
could not efcape the ccnfure of the advocates for 
the commander in chief 5 who commended him for 
thinking himfelf at liberty to call k a proceeding 
not quite common^ and laying him under feveral 
difad vantages in cafe he.fliould be brought to 
trial. 

The impradicability of this expedition was i-he infer- 
fupported by an attempt to prejudice Colonel Wil- jj^tion of 
liam Clerk in the opinion of the people, as ca- Clarke 
pable of giving a partial evidence in favour of the ^^* *^"^ ' 
information he had given^ upon \yhich the plan 
was originally formed ; or to create a belief that 
the ftate of Rochefort was .greatly changed fince 
he had made his obfervations on that town, for- 
tifications, &c. For this purpofe the French 
King's regular forces, which, by the memorial 
laid before the cabinet, did not amount to 
200,000, were mounted up to 300,090 regulars 

in 
4 
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A. D. in pay : The thirty thoufand men ftationed to 
*7S7- guarc] the coaft from Calais to Bayonne inclufive, 
were augmented with 100,000 militia- men, kept 
up in conftant training, within that compafs : the 
ftrength of Rochefort was magnified fo much as 
to bid defiance to a fudden infult ; as if it could 
be readily fupplied from neighbouring garrifons 
with a numerous militia ; and might be put in a 
condition of laughing ^ almoft any number. of 
troops, that fhouM appear before it ; efpeci^lljr 
^ unprovided with ftofes arid materials for a regular 
afiault, . and fituatc up; a river unnavigable for 
veflcis of burdtn, 
impraai- It was further urged, that Fort Four^s muft 
Smcd! ^^' *^avc been fi^ft taken, before the reduftion of Ro- 
chefort could 1)e attempted : But that Fouras is 
uncxpugndjle by our fliipping, that the coaft in 
Ghatelaillon-Bay was covered with foldiers con- 
cealed behind fand- banks : that the information 
of the firft fuggefters of the undertaking was de* 
feilive: tha* none but the French could have 
wiDbed that our iarmament had proceeded further 
in the icxeCutfort of its miflion : that not a foul 
on board knew half the requifites to be known be- 
fore any execution could be pi*oeeeded to, or even 
rightly planned \ and at the fame time, that it 
was no fault of" theirs (the commanders) that they 
did npt%now them. And therefore that it might 
be lamented that fo gallint a fleet had not been 
fitted out earlier 4gainft Cape Breton ; as the in- 
finite imprtance of America, apd the adtual fituk^ 

• tjon 
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tion of things there loudly called fi>r facb a deci- A. D. 
fiye mcafure. 

Hence i( was faid, that the conunanders had Comman- 
been acquitted with fo much hononr by the Board mwdedfor 
of Enquicy, That there was not a word in their ^^ *5" 

• ^ ' tempting 

report, but what they might ever glory in avow^ to laud, 
ing and fubfcribing to : that the iu)t mucking 
Fouras by Tea, at the fame time that it (hbuld be 
attacked by land, was to be laid to the charge of 
Thierri the pilot : at, leaft, that in this the com* 
manders were in no fault \ nor in their relcdution 
of the 25th, not to land \ becaufe the nature of 
the errand they. were fcnt upon, and. the impofli- 
bility of its execution were already plain^eoough^ 
and though they . might .not fee any troops^ nor 
batteries on ihore, it could not be fuppofed- that 
there were not both,' and fufficient to cut oflF our 
men, as they landed, divifion by divifion. And 
that from the premifes it was eafy to difccD^n, whe- 
ther the failure was imputable to the original fin 
of infufficiericy in the projeft itfelf, or to the per- 
fons commiffioned to carry it into-execution ;-— 
whether all the r^uifites of knowledge were 
duly obtained before the difpatch in the arnia- 
ment, or whether a fet of gentlemen, of ui\at^ 
tainted charader^, ^nd trailed with the arms of 
their country, could, be (b grofly wanting to 4t« 
honour, and to their pwn, as to' return back with 
fo bad a grace, if a better knowledge, and a per- 
fonal view of things had not forced them to it, 
with a regret they rendered but tqo apparent by 
pi^rnHing in it fo much beyond the bounds of 

their 
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A. P. tijcir dmy> that cmc would ha?c thoijgln them 
'^^^' willing to prefer the bare opinion of others at a 
diftance, to their own ft^ual ahd palpable rttog* 
nition.on the fpot. 
Aflftwrt Tq this juftification it was replied/. That the 
fcm*?* -WproHliSng prognoftications of this esdpedition, 
and the fuipioions ailid infinuatiotis about a tin- 
dcrtittfs for Hanover were made and fpdead by a 
fet of rhen^ as obferved before % ndt famous for 
their ektenfive knowledge, and who^ by their 
privAtie intrigues and cabals, had, a few months 
ago, thrown the affairs of the King and kingdom 
into fo mi:K:h confufion ; hoping, by the fame in- 
fluence, toy which they had put a ftop to all public 
biiiriM&, at that time, to blaft the expedition 
SclJfcorftMb. That a plan^ (whoever projcAed it) ap- 
the roifcarn pj^y^d on the utttioft . deliberation, . by his Ma- 

riage to be f ' . ' -^ 

imputed, jefly, jww vnanimQufly approved on by his ca- 
binet-council -, undertaken oh a full examination 
fOf fafts by the generals to be employed, without 
Obfcrva • protoft or f cmonftrance ; approved and defired by 
SiTpian. the King of Pruflia '', and prepared under the im- 
mediate infp^dion of Sir John Ligonier, com- 
.mander in chief of the King's forced, could not be 
' a projcft fo tdtally repugnant to. common fenfe, and 
impracticable, as the advocates for the commanders 
therein cbofc to reprefcnt it. As to the infinua- 
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t In the expedition againft Rochefort fully ftated and t»oB- 
iidered, &c. by a country gentleman, the late ingenious Tbo- 
'mas Pcrttpr, Efq; 

« On J)age 303. 

w Am appears in the Enquiry, p, 20, ; 

' tion 
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tion about the illegality or uncommoniiiefs <^ -the Ai D. 
proceeding againft Sir Johi^ by way of enquiry, it ? '^^^' 
jvasobfcrved, That this was not the firft inftitution on the 
of a board of general officers, for the purpofe.of in*- ^^^^ ^^ 
quiry into the condu6l of a commander: that it took 
place under the jrufpjce^ of his Royajl Highnefi 
William, Duke pf Cumberland, at; that uimp com- 
mander in chief of the Britilh forces : ' ^nd that 
an officer was judged, condemnc|d, and ruined by \ 
fucha board of enquiry, without, ajny other trial. 
But that, if ever fuch an enquiry :was right and . 
proper, it' was fo in. the prefent cafe, where the 
parties had; combinqd in an. freemen t .upon a 
total fuppreflion of evidence^ For, in the very 
. council of war^ which unanimoufly rcfolved to dp 
notbijpg, far from a defire to ftate tjhe evidencjEt, 
oa which they proceeded, and their relpeftive opi- 
nions upon that evidence, (which one fliould think 
natural to every one, who is folicitou§ for his ho- 
nour and juftification,) the firft thing refolved upon 
was,^ to take no minntes of opinions 5 and that even 
the informations of the perfons examined mould 
not ftand part of the minutes, fo as to be tranf- 
mitted to any perfon *. 

li having been .inrmuate4 ironically, that the officers 
great officers, who were appointed for this en- JJ,°n7ed' by 
quiry, were not the beff qualified for fuch an im- Mi-.Pixt. 
pprtant fervice, it was retorted, that they couU 
not be of Mn t*iTT*s recommendation, confider- 
, ing the known and declared friendihips, con- 

< See Enquiry, j>age ip* and the note on page 340. 

nedions 
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A. D. nedions and attachments of the majority of them ; 
*^^^' who moll certainly had no partiality in favour of 
the projeftorS) and agsunft thole, who ought to 
have executed the plan of the expedition. 

As to the multiplying of the military forces on 
the coaft of France ; they were lb far from amount- 
ing to* about 100,000 regulars, belides 100,000 
^ly^^ militia, that there were aftually but 4000 regulars, 
«g«i« ^ at the time our fleet came upon the coaft^ for the 
snd on diat defence of all the garrifons and out- works in and 
^^"^ near port TOrient, la Rochelle and Rochefort ; and 
the fmaller divilion of thefe was at Rochefort. It 
is true there was a marOial of France to command 
this petty corps. But it is alfo as true (in the ac- 
counts given by the French themfclves) that the 
eld marlhal confidered all as loft, the moment 
the attack was pointed at Rochefort : and he was 
fo far from making dlfpolitions to difpute the 
landing of our troops, that he fpent his hours ia 
tears, and in writing exprefles to his court. 
Coup dc It was obferved. That the commanders Could 
niam ex- j^^^ ^^ke any refuge undgr the definition of a coup 
de maim which does not only mean a furprife, 
' and that the whole profpeft of fuccefs muft be 
given up, where the opportunity of a furprile 
fhall be loll : but that it includes every other way 
of attack, except by open trenches and eredinjg 
batteries ; as properly explained in the advice de- 
livered by Sir John Ligonier to Sir John Mor- 
daunt '^ J " It may perhaps, fays he, fucceed befi 
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** at your coming up, as the enemy may be in a A. D. > 
" great hurry, fgrprife and confternation, at fuch *'^^^' 
an unexpe£ted yifit, and not have time to make 
his difpofitionSi ^But, if that is not thought 
proper, it (the coup de main) may fucceed as well 
*' afier the place ^ has be^n thoroughly reconnoitred, 
** and you have fixed the fpots, where you de- 
" fign to make tfce greateft efforts : and if the 
" enemy fee any preparations for a regular attack, 
** they will kfs expcd a coup de main, &c." 

From hence it was inferred. That, if Sir John Remarks 
Mordiunt really thought Sir John Ligonier to be Ligomer'" 
a man of that experience in the art of war, which ^*^"^^* 
he defcribes him to be : if he really meant to guide 
himfclf by the whole of his advice in the execu- 
tion of the plan, and not ,to excufe himlelf, only 
by feleding certain parts of it from others, which 
were explanatory, and with which they were con- 
neded, how came he (o totally to have forgot 
this part of it, which, if any doubt had fubfifted, 
would have explained what was intended by a 
coup de main ; and to have remembered only the 
recommendation to fecure a communication for a 
retreat : not Ihewing the neceffity of Fort Fouras 
being taken before the troops were landed, in order 
to fecure a retreat j biit fuch a retreat, as could be 
fecured after rhey were landed : — " Suppofing, 
*' fays Sir John Ligonier, the troops landed, ic 
" muft be left to the confideration of tfi^'generals, 
"> whether they fliould not march, with proper 
" precautions, direSlly to Rocheforr, to prevent 
^' .any fuccours being thrown into the place, au 
Vol. II. Z !* the 

i8 
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A. D. « the fame dene that the iMtines fiiould be etn^ 

'?57- 4« ployed for making a good immubmmt for the 

«^ ieeurity of die ftores to be landed from time 

^ to thne^ as well as of a fetfeat in cafe of ne- 

«« ccfBty." 

impraprie- . '^ ^^** thooght a Very infuffieient meiMis, tf^ wipe 

tT.<>f ^- off any impata»otts» to attempt to invalidate the 

parties in evidence and opinion of Colonel Ciar ke ; becaule 

evidence, j^ ^^^ ^^^ |^j^ itprcfcntatfan that the expe<fition 

againft Rochefort was thought of ; as if be was 
bound in honour to fupport his own plan ; and 
when the very officers, of whom the council of 
war was compofed, were admitted to give tefti- 
mony in the caufe, in which they were the very 
parties to be tried, in cafe of a general mifconduft. , 
Fort Fou- As to the pradicability of taking Fort Fouras^ 
bTttufkcd the argument ran high in oppofition to thofe, 
by fca. ^j^Q yQted againft the attempt in the council of 
war. — It was taken for granted that the French, 
in matters of defence would conduft themfelves 
on principles fimilar to thofe, which are adopted 
by the reft of mankind : and that, of the build- 
ing a fort, it is built either to defend or offend. 
Thus Fouras was weak to the land, it ftood at 
the water's edge, to guard the channel ; it ftood 
even on a bank, which ran into the water with 
twenty-four embraflurcs to the water-fide ^. There- 
fore its ufc was to guard not a fand-bank, over 
which fcarce a Thames wherry could pafs, if fomc 
accounts ftiould be admitted \ but a channel fit for 



' See Enqnirj^ page 30. 
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krge flii|w» If It hkd ib siaiiy gutis^ wliat could A. J>. 
be their afe, if a (hip could not come up within ^ 
^n^hoc ? So that oc€€>rding lo Adqfiiral K**««-^$ 
there was no cl^tirfftel at d)U or k lay out of ^n^ 
fliot of the ion. It was ifurther. obierved, That 
though, the vice^adnntral'^ mafter found no more . ^ 
than fix ^et water ae high watery idod a homb^ 
ke^tcb, which dttw hut eleven fis^t water* went 
a^t>uad» at near thice m&le$ difianee ; the Co- 
▼entff frigate <Kd the fiwAe farthec ower^ and the 
Barfletir.at a ilill greater diftaoce^ ^et afier tdl 
this dday and haurd to the &ipSj that adnnial 
thought fit to ibtmd and try the deplth of water 
at a diftante fitmi the fort, where no capnop 
could reach ^ and there is not one (ingle proqf 
given of. an ^uetit^n tg find th«4^pth ,pf water 
near the (hore, airf within gun^fliot of the fort. 

That there was a narrow channel, near the 
(hore is, therefore, inconteftible from the eir- 
cum(}:ance of the cafe : and it is demonHrable from 
the evidence of the French fiiherman Bonnoau, 
who knew k well, navigated it, ^mid wais examined 
by <5encrai Gonway,'&c. * who touched four fy- 
thorn (viz. twenty-four feet) Water at haif can- 
non (hot from Fort Fouras ; fufficient water for -a 
Sixty gun (hip. Befides, when the public were 
acquainted net otily with the teftitnony df the pi- 
lot Thierry, cortfirmcd by Bonneau,'bttt with Cap- 
tain Colby's offer to carry the Princefs Amdia' ^ 
U]|f to- Fouras, they could not help thinking that 

« Sec Enquiry, p. S3« . . . ^* BHd. p. go. 

Z 2 there 



356 The GENERAL HISTORY OF 

_ • 

A; D. there was a myftery, which might be eaficr gsttflf, 
than explained. 
Court Thefe ^nd many more diiadvantageous rcf- 

martiai ap- flgxions Were made on the condaft of thofc, wha 

pointed. 

were entrufted ^ith the execution of this fecret 
expedition againft Rochefort, and demanded a 
more fatisfaftory proceeding to come at the caafe 
of this extraordinary difappointment to the na^ 
tion in^ general. Nothing but a public trial could 
fatisfy the people. And it Ssf thought that Sir 
John Mordaunt was no Icfs folicitous for a court- 
martial, as the only method to eftabli(h his own 
reputation with his countrymen. Accordingly 
his Majcfty iffued his warrant for that purpofe on 
the third of December *^ ; in which court he, Sir 
John, was charged with difobedience to his Ma- 

c Thk coart eonfifted of nine Ueatenant generalsy nine 
major geoerah and three coloi^eU : yi^. Lieut. Gen. Jam^, 
Lord Tyrawly, prefident.^-Lieut. Gen. Charles Lord Cado- 
gan — Lif ut. Gen. John Guife — Lieut. Gen. Richard Onflow 
—Lieut. Gen. Henry Pulteney — Lieut. Gen. Sir Charles 
Howard' — Lieut. Gen. John Hu&e—^ Lieut. Gen« John ' Lord 
Delaware-^Lieut. Gen. James CholniondeIey-*-Major Gea. 
Maurice Bockland — Major Gen. William Earl of Panmujre— 
Major. Gen. William Earl of Ancram — Major Gen. William 
Earl of Harrington — Major Gen. George Earl of AlbemarFe 
—Major Gen. Henry Holmes— Major Gen. Alexander Dur/ 
^— Major Gen. John Moftyn — ^Maj6r Gen» Edward Carr— 4 
Colond William Kingfley-— Colonel Alexander Duroure*- 
Colonel Bennet Noel— Charles^ Gould^ Deputy Judge AdvcK 
cate General. 
^ .Who afTembled in the council chamber at Whitehall' oa 

the 14th of December, and continued by feveral adjournmentSj^ 
to the (lothof I>cc^beri757. 

- .' jetty's 
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j*fly *s orders and inftruiSHons. But there being A, D. 
no other Evidences heard on.this trial, than had ^^' 
been admitted at the' board of jenquiry, except 
Admiral Hawke*S'depofition; and they all by mem- 
bers of the council of war, trader whole refolu- 
tions Sir John pleaded authority or advice for his. 
condu£fc, he was arquitted^ after a defence, that 
dtfFered in no eflential point from the former. 
The cotirt unanimoufly found him not guilty of Acquits 
the charge esehibited agaiaft him, and did ther^^MordLunt. 
fore acquit him. But' the opinion of the publicfHow re- 
f ctnained unaltered •, who, on this occafion, could thepubilc. 
hot forbear throwing out fomc bitter fpeeches 
againft the contraft, which they preeended to dif- 
cover between the lenity of this fentence and the 
rigour of that pafled upon the unfortunate ad- 
miral, who was fo feverely treated by the. popu- 
lace, and condemfied and executed for not doing 
all that was in his power Jto do; or7ior not at- 
tempting to relieve Fort St. Philip, and for not 
fighting the French, who had got the heels of 
hicn^ and would not, Aay and. give him the oppor- 
tunity to do all in his power to do on thatocca- 
fibrit and they* couId*7»5t feven help fufpefttng , 
fome fccret caufe for the ftikire of this expedition, 
from the unprecedepted meafures taken by fome 
erf" the: courtiers, .to prevent a pai'liam^>>tary en*p;^.jj^^ 
qnirv, -whkrb was ^eincentioo cf -the. new n;ii-mentary 
niftry, tolfifrout the truecawfc. When. the city how ftopt. 
of London was preparing to aiddrefs his Majofty 
for this purpofc, they. were ftopt by, a meffage 
from the King, fent to the Lord Mayor, -by Wil- 

Z 3 liam 
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AD. aft with the-ftrength of the whbk nation, flor in* 
vigoratc a true fpirit in the people. -TWi^ fliewed 
the enemy that the fpirit of the nation was roUzed 
fronr) that ftupid lethargy, in which it had conti- 
nued for fome years, and aflbred the Englifh-that 
their confidence was not *mifplaced, in a man of 
experience, integrity, and uninfluenced by lucra- 
tive and ambitious views ; fteadily purfuing their 
intercfts and happinefs, and eagerly fnatching at 
every opportunity to complete their wifhes, and 
to prefervc unanimity, as the only fupport againft 
an infidious powerful enemy, and to execute the 
meafurcs neceflary to humble him with fticcefs. 
On Great Therefore, though the nation lamented thecaufe 
Pritaip. ^£ ^j^^-j» i^^g difcontent ; they rejoiced in the ad- 

miniftration of onej who had already made fo great 
a change in the face of their affairs, and. had 
alarmed all Europe with a famplq of thofe great 
things, we are able to.do with our natural ftreogth, 
,Thcy had, with too much rcafon, run away with 
a de^icabje opinion.. of our degenerate fti^ength^ 
6oth.in the cabinet and 4n the field : and now they 
perceivedithe antient . fpirit and military virtue of 
-the pe^fc rpvive, to be once WMc the terror of 
the French, ^ / 

' Th|Q^ accounts fr<>in ot^er parts, abQui ;:h4s tiniB, 
CQpgppied -this op)m<to« Mp* Pj t jy in' ith^nK^nth 
of ElEf^r^ary, had inUi^reA enou^ ^to forward a 
fqaadr<M^ to Jatpaiq^, to cover <^b }(hnd^ mA 
.»jrade;i|i 4h^fc {ta^ frQnjtjlie^diijariirti and 'danger'' 
th^t tfcse^ten^d them <kilj^, by a- f«|)eriority qf 
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Coates^ wiio comimnded this iq^4ron, de;r. A.T): 
tached Captain Forceft, with three frigates to ^^^^* 
crmkoff cape Francois, which was the beft fta-p^^rdT 
tion to intercept the French trade to Europe, and g?iiant ac- 
JO watch their naval dcfigns. At that time M. Wci\n^ 
Ker/^int, who had fcouied the £nghfli fettlemcnts. ^^^' 
on the coaft of Guinea^ in November lisLft, wa^ 
then returned, and lay in that. harbour with four 
men of war : and upon the firft notice of Captain 
Forreft's , appearance, the French commander 
ftrengtheped his (hips with. an addition of failors 
and foldiers, . and put to fea, to attack the Eng- 
li(h frigaics Captain Forrcft having defcricd the 
enemy, called his two captains on board his own 
fhip, and faid, " Gen^tleraen, you know your own 
♦'. ftrength; and fee that of the enemy : .Ihall we 
*' give them battle ?" They, not regarding ,the 
vaft fuperiority of the French, anfwered in the af- 
iirmative. " Then^ faid he', fight them we will, 
*.' there .is no time tobp loft : return to your fhips; 
>' and get them ready for engaging.". It was 
done .with the greateft alertpels. They did not 
wait Jibe attack, in their ftatiop, but bore down 
•upon the enemy .with .uj\c:ommon ipirit, engaged 
them with the utmoft fury for two hours and a 
h<Uf> in fight of the C^pe, and obliged, them to 
run back fafter.than they had advanced,, and to 
feek pratqflioh^in ijiieir fortified harbour^ wh^re 
the .iinaU fquaclroiu. under Captain For/eft, was 
'f()rced ft) k£ them ireft^ being obliged to return 

* Sfl^ fB%9 IS?, Volt 11, 

to 
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a: D. to Jamaica to. repair his (hips; *Which done; thsf 
*"^^' imqaediatdy failed for the coaft of Htipaniok i 
where he made up for their trouble and. difap-^ 
potntment on the laft occa(k>n, by taking a fleet o# 
nine Domingo men rtehty iaden, with a fiiigle 
Ihip. This was the firfl* eftft of Mr. PiT;r'& 
fiffi adminiftracion, felt in the Weft Indies. ^ 
Eaft indi- About the fame time that Coates was ftnt to 
ana^airs. .jg^,;naica, Commodore Stcvcns-was difpatcWd with 
^aMfther iquadron to the Eaft Indies ; as relied 
before *« Bi>l it \i not time to expeA any account 
of the eflfefll^ (Sf that reinforcement, ordered ta 
join the fleet tinder Admiral Watfon; Ncwcrthe^ 
\g& this year ftirnilhcth a variety of aftions both 
by fca and. land beyond the Kne. ' • 

Captain The Frcnchoticgin very early in 1757, with an 
Sdi«. attempt to ;fbrprifc Trichinopoli. M, d'Autueil 
J^*^^^"" wa3 charged wich this fervice; who invefted the 
j^lace with rtine hundred men in battalion, thret 
or four thon&nd 5cpoys, about one hundred Ed- 
ropeans and Hg0ars, and a much greater nun^ber 
• ^ rtTcdontry hcorfe/^ IVichinopdy, at this junAure, 
,^s not in iatatarifdon of defence agatnft foch 4 
ft^,''The grtateft part 6f the garrifon having 
mardiid und*f * xh|e . icommatid of Captain ChaiK 
laud, who was then^ before Madura, a place about 
rt50 milea Uotn Tffchiaop6ty, *nd of great cort- 
fttjucnfce to tt*^ affairs of the^ompany and then- 
allies. However, matters were not condu6ted to 
privately by thuijPfetich^P.'but ©aptaln Cbatllaud 

■was 
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VM infonteed'-O^ thek -defign^ and^ br 'forded ^^^' 
m»rehQS wibh aU )m Europeans, and one tboofwd ''"^ 
^ ihe Ipeft Sepoys, and four d^yaprovifionsin thdr 
lliljipfacks, he w^s fully refirii^ed m fkve the tow«t 
tf aH- events, kncMbing that it nmft ^ be loft wkh* 
out his afliftaace. On the other hdiid it ivas thd 
ific^reft of the French to be as watchful^ and m^ 
UriMt CO preveofr his emiafice into the town. 

. For iji^ pttrpoTe the Fneqch fotmud tbcmfiSvefirDirpofitioii 
tn foMr iJivifions j whi(;}i formed a ch^in ^('Wep^*^ ^^^ 
^K^qTs the plaior, 0T«r which it was enft&oi Cap^rmy. 
fain Chailtoud :WOiild be obliged to attempt % pat 
fagc: tf\ the fimQof which their caytlry was ad^ 
iFADced, and divided into, fmall patties^ to poBSA 
the road& and pofts dil round .; except the* planta^ 
tioa grounds, which ' extended abbilt trine SFnles 
to the weftward of the ttowu&y and was fo floughy % 
that it was impoffibfe to march -over it urithout 
being above the knee in 'inud . at each ftep ; and 
ihetetbre deemod ioapaflabk for an aimy, and left 
Uttgiiardedu . ^ ' » .• ■■.''" 

Caprain^Chailla^^ Informed byhssfptCAyOf the Mtreh h^ 
twwy^s difpofuioft, itfoived to sab his fow by Jjcl?^^* 
^i$ lltegleded ^./diificQli way v ^Ht wkh iiidi 
fsneeaotmi ^s t^ gim «o« fufpkiofl -of his im 
teetions; He^ toput^itott of the powei" of 
ipies or deiertetsria boQ'ay bb maidi, faepc fbp- 
ward in the confioi9!i:great road, without the leaft: 

t * 

^ Occsiionfd b^ t^ urarfl^lsg of the watm, wiijcb i# a 
neeeflary part of sgrkttkaK hi thA tf^OM» afi4 withgyic 

which J^c rice will not^groMU 

appear-* 
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A. D. afppearance of bis defign, till thb clofe of the even* 
^7^'^^ ing, when he commanded his little army to wheel 
off towards the rice fields. They arrived on the 
plantacions about ten that night ; and after fev^ii 
1)Ours moft fatiguing march, they got, unnoticed 
by the enemy, within canncm-fhot 6f die fort, 
and were admitted* undifcovered ; the cnemj^'s 
atcention being drawn from that quarter, not brtfy 
, by ks. difficult acccfs, but by a detachmetit of 

,, two- company s of Sepoys, whom the captain had 
ordered to march, in the commott road, and to 
alarm the- enemy on the other fidc': which fefvice 
they JcffeftuaUy performed, and made their • own 
retreat good through the woods, till' they found 
an opportunity, next night, to get into the town. 
When the-enemy were convinced of this rcinforce- 
merft's fafe .'arrival in the town, they were too well 
convinced of the impofiibility of then- being able 
to lake it ; and of the danger they ran in continu- 
ing expofed in the field, to the enterprifing genius 
of the brave commander, that was now in a con* 
^ '- 'ditioo to attack their camp. 
Colonel » • ; IVt^D'Auteuil therefore refolved to return with 
onfucccfs- ^^^ ^^9 ^^ Pondicherry. Colonel Forde, who 
fuiatteiTipt, was, ordered by the government- of Madrafs torc- 
^ui-e/ ■*<}.u<;e7,(;he fort'^of Vellbure «, which, as appre- 
hended,,! ita^.gowrro* Naacabulk' Cawn had, or 
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% 1 his town 13 twice as large as Madrafs. It has fire fs^s, 

two large and thr|5e ftiiall, furroundcd by a ;nud wall, very 

•b'rpad at the bottom,- -and about three feet thick on the top of 

:the fa-mpaKj.attdVby i di^xlitA, except On the north 'fidc» 

which in rainy fcafons has water in it. 

'^'' ;**' 4 intend- 
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ift^tended to mak& over, with other places ^nd p<5rts, ^^J^ 
to>«he French, did not fuccced fo well. Tiie coi. 
lone] battered that fort three days, <and on the gxh 

9 

of May, he»madcia prafticable breach, and begaa 
the affault at the break of day. Fifty Caffrees, led 
up by Eniign. Elliot at their head, marched with 
great refolution to the foot of the breach. They 
^erc^ followed very clofe by three companies (300*) 
of Sepoys, till they came within fixty yards of 
tthe breach; where, they laid tbemfelves.down in a 
ditch, andxould not be prevailed upon to advance 
a fti^p further: fo that the Europeans, that, did 
not exceed. 100, were obliged to march over. them 
•to the breach. This was executed with great in- 
trepidity ; and having joined the Caffi-ees, they ad- 
vanacdto the top of the breach ; where they were 
received by the people in the fort fo wartnly, with 
pikes, fire-locks, clubs . and ftones, that it was 
impoflible for fuch a handful to force thcir.way - 
over;- though they maintained the affault three 
quarters of an hour. Then the colonel, convinced 
that there could be nothing done with his forqe 
- againft fp gallant a defence, deferted alio by the 
Sepoys, ordered a retreat;, whiclf was conduced 
with fuch good order, that not a man was hurt 
after they had left the attack. ^ But in the.ad^on 
there were .about forty Europeans killed and 
wounded, and about fifty Cafirecs and Sepoys, 
They that were woundedj v^crc rendered unfit for 
prefent fcrvice : and there was fcarce any one in 
the breachj (hat efcaped brui&s and contuSons. 

Several 
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A. B. Several oti^ a&k)l» hufqieofd* with imiom 
'^^^ iocoefii Oor forocs under Cs^b^in Poikr^ 'ieot 
otbe^^* ^<» Madiaft^ ndticed OudreiBulaur# <z hrtffot- 
tions. j^j i^y (he French i whieh hd entered vlt&out 
4-efiftaBGe: the French gsiriiiiin cotififted bsif o£ 
^Sepoyv iwfao abandoned »thc ibft, lipon the. ikft 
Captain notice of Capmm PoUer's » maiNsiii. Sut this eon- 
^ * queft tvaift ef a rcry ihort<dttiaciort«« Foiv Cxp- 
^n FoHer isaviog no noofc diao forty Sepoys in 
garrifbn,. it.was ob^sd ibon after lo fiibiak to a 
dotacfamcnt nf one hundred fioropeam and T<^ 
{Nifies and 300 Sepoys^ whidi matched agttnft 
this fort fnm AlbKnpanraw However, thrfituah 
tion of Oatremalonr ga/ine the government of Nfo- 
C»>tam ^fs lb omfcb uoeafinefS) that Colonel Adkferoii 
Adiercroii.,,jp^ immcdiatdy ordered to attentpt its Sani re- 
idu&iont and to deftroy its ^iitifieations : .t^faich 
ht 6ithfaiiy performed. Ffom' hence the >€0- 
ioael marched so inwft WaodlewftflH a forsrefe of 
great smpprtunce^ in the incerdit^of France. ^ Bnt 
was detersed iiom Jinaking any attempc iapon>tbe 
pbce,; by fdnrkt th^ the Ftentk mwy^ mknik 
hiad bosn cmptoyed agatnft TfkiiniOifiohfi m$» 
marching to its relief. ^ 
ConjeTc- ' ThefeoteacofColoadAdieDeroiB^eQcoiir^ediifae 
jTcI^"" jencmyfofoUon^ him clofe, m &a ^ Coojev^^s^ 
which they .^ihindmrd ; buctMrere f^utlfed in sheir 
attack of the Pagoda or Fort, with^^ the lofs-of m 
officer and vi]x»£ufqpe|[Ent JctUod}^ atnd about. ^en 
wounded ;- tWiigk the gart«fen' ^oMiAed «f no 
more«cfaan-a feijeatii and jwct -coti^ities nf Sc* 
poys. ^ : 

Colo- 



U-~-wv' 



T»t LATE W A R. 0j 

Caloml Lawteoce ^marched agaiuft At Ffwdb A* ^* 
«t Watidewaih. . Xhey were encan^iQ^ and ftmngly ^'^^^^ 
eaqrencbed about 4i fsile fkom die fourn* TJk^ oa- 
*ioB^I todi poft oa thft loth of Jtine, arbout Aait 
mtofram disin, «id txaed eisery mcdicid t0 dmw 
jthtiii ottt t)f thcor entitficlifleiQfiGs; his imeft b^uig 
full oEi^pimsy and eager for engagement > ^ttc 
without tSeOin--^ thac» aa thcyr oeuki not ibe . 
^brcniglrt out 1010^ die open pla^n, ;.Md^ they hod 
^ grait Ibpemrky in nuinbersi^iiiditheir encireocb* 
ntnta.werc de£e^ided byfevonl tmcctriesy is was 
dionght proper to intbdraw an mmf^ than wi|s 
obHged to remain badtive^; and at an ufdela esi^ 
pence* , . ,• . ■ 

* Aa for the FretKh army it mnttin«i about W$^ The defpe* 
dewa&t till die aoch > (tf Sei^eiydsoiv nAcn tbcrfeL"^ 
iiunehed flgaioftCfaetteputitfich c^htqKi^iiuadsed Chfitt^pi«« 
Etifopieaaa. Tbc phca wai» defended by Nizat 
;MbdioinedCai¥a> ibe .governor^ affi&ed by a &(- 
3eMt aad fixteen men froca Fort St. George; 
:irbo defended tbatf^clm to the la£t eaetrcmityf aad 
JtiiUed a creac nuaiber of the enemy. The govo;* 
,«or beiag drivefi out of. the fort^ (seaewed tbe fig^ 
in the ftreets, aad difputed every ioeh of ground* 
.^ a* inu&oc^bail <faf)tked bins of im JHe. On 
%hf iiqpofft of bis dtacb^ his &auly itmnediatBlir 
dcAroyedfliemfelvts^ aad a voift fla^g^iter of^ bis 
troopa onlked. > 

, .O^ittn ChaiUaod«bavingdeiiK£aredTiddiinqx}Ly Xhe He^ 
tfeoair the<<Frea€h^> feojimed wiith .tbc utoraft 'dil^ of Madu- 
gencfi M hie (jsiaU tiorp% teft eof blockade Ma- 
dura, and took fuch pait of the garriibn with him. 
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A.p: ^s could be fpared, without expofing that towd to^ 

^^^'^' a furprizc'from the enemy ; making in all ninety 

military and four hundred Sepoys, fupported by 

two twenty-four, pounders. Having, joined tht 

troops under Lieutenant Rumbold, . who had 

. maintained his ftation before Madura, and ereded 

a battery, he began to play bis cannon^ifrom 

thence on the 9th of July •, made a breach before 

, noon, and without delay, to prevent new works 

being thrown up in the night, he formed the at* 

tack, and advanced to the breach by two o'clock 

Bravely of the fame day. But the befieged gave them fo 
brave a reception, that the beft of his men fell in 
the attempt, or were fo wounded, that it was not 
poffible for him to perfift in the aflault. For the 
remainder retreated : nor was it in his power to 

Lofsof tliefpirit them up to a fecond attack, having Idft be- 

Engiifli. ^^ggni thirty and forty Europeans and Caffrees 

' • • • . 

How It- "and a hundred Sepoys. However this brave and 

' 'fkilful' officer did not defpair of fuccefs, either by 
^ compelling the town to capitulate by famine, orr 

• to accept of reafonable terms to deliver up that 
fortrefs -, fo neceffary for the fecurity of the compa- 
ny's affairs, into his hands. He made the pro- 
per difpofitions to reduce the place by faminft. 
But, as this method might take up fo much time, 
as to prolong his ftay till the arrival of the French 
fleet, and all the ftrength, that could be coUefted, 
was neceffary for the defence of their garriibns» 
... againft that event, he had orders to break up the 
blockade, and return to his command at Trichi* 
^nopoly. Therefore he tried what could be done 
• . ; by 
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by fidgociation ; and at length prevailed with J^- J^^ 
Mauphus CaWn's people to give Madura^ dp (6 ^^^ 
^ the coh>pany for the funi of 1 70jOo6 roiipces ' 
Md it was accordingly delivered into hk power 
juft at the tiltife the Ftench fleet arrived. - Having 
fccured this rcqV3ificlon> wiih a large garrifoh of 
Sepoys, under the comnfTiahd tiflfouf Ca^n, thd 
€apta5fl tnarch^d With <he utmoft cxpedi'tioii td 
Trichinopoly. 

This Wa^ rilthat could be done by the fenglifli The* weak- 
company in this quarter* The delay their rein- Engiifh 
forcemenfis met with in Etirope, which fteitied icji^^^^^* 
a£fc in concert with the late inaftivc miniftry 5 and 
the confiderablc part of their forces lent to the re- 
lief of Bengal, had reduced their whole ftrength 
to 1618 menh whereas the French had at this T^e ju{)e- 
time very ne«f 3500 European military 5 1000 o^STeFrcncb. 
which Wei-e fent from Europe this year. A fupc- 
riority of ftrength, Which ificreafrd their power, 
in proportion as it overawed the nativesf from affix- 
ing thcm> that werfe not in a condition to deferici 
thenjfelvesi and increafed the number and aid of^ 
their allies. 



Affairs took a much bmer turn in the kin6;dom Remark 
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of Bengal. The deftruftion cafried on v^ith the?^;^;,';'/'" 
utmoft bifbarity, which threatncd a total lofs of J*'*' "f 
the coihmerce and fettlerrlehts on the Ganges, 

^ Whkbbid bten et»teindd by treachery. See page 370,' 

Vol. L 

^. i^opof the coropsnjT's troops,- 3,34 enlifted from Colonel 
Adlercron*s rdgiAient, ordered home ; and 84 foldiers fent this 
year from Europe in the China fhtps. 

Vol. IL A a and 

19 
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A. D. and its dependencies, required the moft vigorous 
^757- j^j^j expeditious relief*". The cafe was idefperate. 
There was no waiting for fuccours frdm Europe. 
The only hopes of recovery was in expedition and 
vigour : and there was no other dcpendance for 
the diftref&d fufTerers, than in the aid of the hand- 
ful of men * fent from Fort St. George, under 
the command of Captain Clive ; and in the un- 
certain navigation of the fleet, which had lately 
reduced Angria", and delivered thofe feas from 
a piratical ftate, that had for many years inter- 
rupted the commerce of the European powers, 
frequenting the coaft of Coromandel. 
Admiral Admiral Watfon having no more to do at Bom- 
a^dcSo- ^^y» ^^^'^^ ^^^^ thence on the 30th of April for 
nei Clive Madrafs 5 but touched at Fort St. David's, where 

fail for ' ' 

Bengal, he anchored on the 29th of May 1750, and con- 
tinued there till July 20th 5 when he failed for 
Madrafsy and carrie to anchor in Madrafs road on 
the 2 ill. Here he received the account of the 
hard fate of Calcutta and its dependencies, took 
'Captain Clive and the military on board, and failed 
in perfon on the i6th of Odlober, with all the 
fquadron and the Walpole and Marlborough In- 
diamen for Bengal. 
Arrive at I^ wasthc 5th of December before this arma- 
Baiafore. n^ent reached Balafore road, detained ' by calms 
and contrary winds. They croffed the Braces on 
the 8 th, proceeded up the river and anchored at 

k Sec 559 to 368. Vol. L ' i See ^. 368, Voi;i. . 

» See p. 354, &c* Vol. I. 

Fulta 
I • 
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Fulta on the -i 5th, where GovcrnQr Drake and -A. D. 
the gentlemen of the council waited for their arrival, ' '^^^* 
on board of fuch (hips arid veffels, as had the for- 
tune to efcape the Moors. It ^s the 28th before 
the fleet could ftir from hence, (the pilots abfo- 
lutely refufmg to take charge of fuch large fliips 
till the fprings were ovef ) when he failed with the 
following Aips : the Kent, Tyger, Salilbury, Bridg- 
water, and King's Fiiher floop. The next after- Buibudgia 
noon Colonel Clive was landed, in order to march ^^^ *i* 

- ' tacked* 

and attack Bufbudgia fort by land, at the fame 
time that the fquadron appeared before the place, 
which anchored and began to cannonade about 
eight O'clock in the morning oh the 30th 5 and, 
at half pafl: eighty the King's troops were landed 
. to fupport Colonel Cljve. The ftiips foon filenced 
^ the enemy's fire ; and, at feven in the evening, 
too feamen were landed under the command of 
Captain King. At half paft eight, the body of Taken, 
the fort was on fire ; and, immediately after, the 
place was deferted by the garrifon -, which being; 
but few, efcaped into the country. One of the 
<:ompany's captains was killed, . and four IbldierS 
wounded. This fort was extremely well fituated situation 
for defence, having a wet ditch round it ; but badly *""* 
provided with cannon; only 18 guns, from 24 
pounders ^nd downwards, and about 40 barrels of 
powder, with ball in proportion, being found 
in it. 

^ On the I ft of January the Kent and Tyger ^J^- r^^nnzfon 
chored between Tanna fort ahda battery oppofite^d«f«ted. 
to it, both which the enemy abandoned, as the ^ 
• A a 2 jttiips 
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A. D. ihips approached. About 40 guns, fomc 24 

^^^^* poqndcr^, and all mounted on good carriages, with 

fqo^ powder and ball, were found in this fort 

and battery ; and the Admiral left the Saliibury as 

a giiard-ihip to prevent the enemy from regaining 

tjiem. 

Enemy't Jp thc night the Admiral lent the boats, man- 

ips urn . ^^j ^^j armed, up the river, to burn a (hip and 

fome vefleJs faid to be filled with combuftibles, 

which was executed without oppofition. 

March to T^c next rooming, early, the conipany's troops 

^""** were landed, and immediately began their qiarch 

tp Calcutta* Th^ Kent and Tyger foon after prp- 

qieded up the river» i<;>gether with the 20 gtin ihip 

ThcMoors a2id floop. At 40 mmu(es after oinq, the c;nemy 

fof.'" *^ Began to fircupian the Tyger, frpm their batteries 

below Calcutta, which they abandoned, as the ihips 

Returned, approached. . At 20 minutes paft ten» the Tyger 

aiid Kent made a very warm fire, infomuch that 

tKe enemy were foon driven from their guns, and 

Fort de- pjrefently after ran out of the fort,, which Captain 

fated. c^(^ ^icii the King's troops, ^d an officer froia 

t}>e Kent, entered a little before eleven. Four 

r* mortars, 91 guns of different fizies, and a confide^ 

rable quantify of ali kinds of ammunition, were 

found in the fort. . The fhips fufFcred very little 

in their mafts, yards, and rigging, and only loft- 

nine feamen and three foldiers killed,, and 26 fea« 

men and five foldiers wounded. »^ 

An' expedition was then propofed againft Hugh* 
ley, to be executed by the ao gun ihip and (loop» 
the boats of the fquadron manae4 and ar^ned^ 

• affiftcd 
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afflfted by all the King's troops, amounting' to* A- D. 
170, the company's grenadiers and 200 fepoys, *^^^' 
which were to be landed under the command of 
Captairt Kilpatrick. Every thing being prepared ; 
they failed under the command of Captain Smith, 
of the Bridgwater, on the 5th of January 1757^ 
tad attacked this city with fo muchfpirir, sii they 
had done the other forts, that indicated a revenge 
for the barbarous treatment of their countrymen, 
that it was alfo reduced without any confiderable 
refiftance. The garrifon fled; and kft behind 
them 20 guns, 24 pounders downwards, ^nd a 
confiderable quantity of ammunition. Nor could 
this fatisfy the revengeftil conquerors, who burnt 
and deftroyed the city, and the granaries and ftore- 
houfes of fait petr^, fituate on each fide of the 
river : by which the Nabob's army was greatly 
diftrefled for fubfiftance in that part of the Coun- 
try. 

Thefe atchievements of Britifh, valour rouzcd The Na- 
the Moorifli Prince, and convinced him of the ^^c field!* 
peceffity for hrm to provide a more rejpe6bblc 
force to ftem the progrefs of their ari^s, than the 
feeble garrifons of unexperienced Indians. He Hi« force. 
. therefore, aflifted with French officers, engineers, 
and gunners, refolved to take the fidd, with 
10,000 horfe ahd about 15,000 foot. Ris army 
took the rout of Calcutta, and on the id of Fefc. 
tysy it m^ched pad the EnglifJi camp, at the 
diftance of about a mile, and pitched their tents 
'4!>n a convenient jpot of gtoutid, neat^thctowtt. 

A a 3 Colonel 
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A. D. C}lonel Cllve, who bad already begun to re- 
*757- cftabKlh the ipilkary honour of the EngUfh, which 
by cS'ond was finking there, as it had done in other places, 
CiWe, ^jj jjQt hcfitatc a moment j^bout what was to be 
done, notwithftanding the enemy's prodigious, fu- 
periority in the field. He trufted to bis faitbful 
and brave fellows, whofe valour he had fo often 
tried and proved. He only requefted fuch an ad- 
dition of Teamen, to manage his artillery, as C9uld 
be conveniently fpared. Accordingly Captain 
Warwick received orders on the 4th to take upon 
him the command of a detachment of 600 failorsi 
draughted from the feveral (hips, tp join Colonel 
Clive, in order tp force and tp c^rive the Nabob 
put of his camp, 

Qn the 5th ^t one in the morning, Captai?i 
Warwick landed his men a little above Kelfal/s 
octagon; about two he joined the Colonel,, whof^ 
troops were under arms, and at three the whole 
army, in three columns, qiarched, the failors at- 
tending the train, which confided of fix field 
pieces, and one hagbitzer. About five, the troops in 
the van were charged by the enemy's horfe in their 
C2^mp •, and by the time our rear guard were entered, 
the engagement became general from hedges and 
bulhes i on which^ they played pur artillery, de- 
fending the right and left of pur arrpy all the way 
through the caipp, apd driving the enemy before 
thepti, with great rapidity, 'till they lo<^ged them- 
felves in a tope, near Meter's garden, behind thie 
hedges : from hence they detached a large body, 
pf b^rf^j with two cannon, to the crofs road of 

the 
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the Bunglo, which our men foon diflodged, and A. D. 
from thence marched into the fort. In this aftion 

i.fti r . • /•« Lois on our 

were JciIIed 1 2. feamen, two captains of the com- f,de. 
pany*s troops, 17 private men^ and lo fepoys. 
The number wounded were about 1 5 {eamen, and 
^o foldiers and fepoys. Lieutenant Ludwidge of 
the Salilbury, the only officer mortally wounded. 
Of the enemy 1300 were killed and wounded, Lofs of the 
befides horfes, draught bullocks, and three or^^^*"^* 
four elephants. This attack, though not attended 
with all the wiflied for fuccefs, yet it was fufficient 
to make the Nabob very folicitous to haften a 
peace, which was concluded on, and confifted of 
the follpwing articles, 

Articles accede J to^ andftgned hy the Nabob of Bengal j. 

February 9, 1757. 

I. \I7 Hatever rights and privileges the King Articles of 

^ has granted the Englifh company in their ^^p^^"**' 
Phirmaund, and the Huflbulhoorums fent from 
Delly, (hall not be difputed or taken from them, 
and the immunities therein mentioned be acknow- 
ledged and ftand good. Whatever villages are 
given the company by the Phirmaund fhall like- 
wife be granted, notwithftanding they have been 
denied by former SUbahs. The Zemindars of 
thofe villages not to be hyrt gr difplaccd without 
caufe; 

Signed by the Nabob in his own hand, 
7 agree to the terms of the Phirmaund. 

II. All^oods paffing and repaffing through . the 
country by land or water, with Englifti duftricks, 

A a 4 Ihall 



tipn, 



J 



376 The GENERAL HISTORY of 

A. D. (hall be exempt from any tax, fee, or impoficiorr, 

^'^^'^' whatever. 

I agree to this. 
IIL All the company's faftories/ feized by the 
Nabob, Ihall be returned. All monies, goods 
and effefts belonging to the company, their fer- 
vants and tenants, and which have been fei^ed and 
taken by the Nabob, ftiajl be rcftored. What 
has been plundered and pillaged by his people, 
made good by the payment of fuch a fum of mo- 
ney, as his jufticc ftiall think reafonablc. 

/ agree' to reftore whatever- has been feized and 
taken by wy orders^ and accounted for in myfincany. 

IV. That we have permiffion to fortify Calcutta 
In fuch manner as we may, think proper, without 
interruption. 

J confent to this, 

V. That we fhall have liberty to coin ficc^ both 
gold and filver, of equal weight and finencfs to 
thofe of Muxadavad, which fliall pafs in the pro- 
vinces, 

I confent to the EngUfhcompanfs coining their own 
imports (?/ bullion and gold intoficcas. 

VL That a. treaty ftiall be ratified, by figning 
^nd fealing,.and fwearing to abide by the articles 
therein contained, not only by the Nabob, but 
his principal officers and minifters. 

JhavefeaUd mdftgned the micles before thepr^- 

fence of God. 

Vli. That Admiral Watfon, and Colonel Clive, 
pn the part and behalf of the Englifli nation, 
god pf the company, do ^ree to live in a good 

yndcr- 

S 
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underftanding with the Nabob •, to put an end to A. D. 
thefe troubles, and to be in ffiendfhip with him *^^^' 
whilf thefe articles are performed and obfervled by 
the Nabob. 

I have fcakd anifigmi the foregoing ar tides upon 
thefe terms -, that if the governor and council mlljign 
and feal them with the ccmpan/ s feal^ and mUfwear 
to the performance on their part^ 1 then confent and 
agree to them. 

The Nabob humbled, his hands tied from adb^ Refolution 
ing againft us ; and the con^pany in poi]feffion of J^e^French 
all their fettlements and forts, it was refolved, by V ^^*"" 
the commanders in chief, together with the go- '•"•*^""- 
vernor and council of Calcutta, to turn their arms 
againft the French, in thofe parts, and to begin 
with Chandenagore, a place of confiderable 
ftrength, and the principal fettlement of the 
French in that part of India ^ fituate a little higher 
than Calcutta, upon the fame river. Colonel Clive The 
undertook the land fervice, and with 300 of the ^rcngth of 
Bombay troops,- 400 more Europeans and 1 600 
Blacks, he immediately marched to Chandena-* 
gore, before the French could ^xpedb fuch a vifit. 
His firft ftep was to make himfelf mafter of all 
the French outpofts, which he foon accomplilhed ; 
except one redoubt, fituate between the river fide 
and the walls of the fort, mounting eight pieces 
of cannon of 24 pounders, four of which pointed 

down the river. So that i^t was licceffary to wait • 

t^e arrival of the men of war. Admiral Watfon 
undertook the attack by iea.; and oi>the jStb came 

to 
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A. D. to an anchor with the Kent, .Tyger and Salilbury, 

y^^' about two miles below Chandenagore ; where he 

Rivw ob ^^"?^ ^^^ paffage of the river obftru6ted by fink- 

ftniaed. ing two (hips, a ketch, a bulk, a fnow, and a 

veflcl without any mafts, all direftly in the chani- 

• tiel, within gun (hot of the fort, and by laying 

two bombs moored with chains acrofs the river, 

jiowre- This obftruftion caufed a confiderable delay. 

movea. gy^ 2JS foon as the bombs were cut adrift, the 

Admiral, by founding, found out another channel, 

' with fufficient ^ater for his fhips to pafs through. 

He was joined on this occafion by> Admiral Pocock, 

who lioifted his flagon board the Tyger. So that 

ori the 24th, at fix in the morning, this petty 

fquadron weighed and failed up in the following 

Attack be- ^^'^^cr,' the Tyger, Kcnr, and Salifbury. At ten 

gun. minutes after fix the enemy btgan firing from the 

redoubt, which was abandoned as loon as the 

leading (hip got a-breaft of it. At three quarters 

. after fix the (hips were placed, when the fignal 

was n[iade for engaging, which continued very 

brilk on both fides till a quarter paft nine. The 

enemy then waved over the walls a flag of truce, 

^ and defired to capitulate ; and the articles being 

agreed upon and figned. Captain Lathan?, of the 

Tyget , was fent a-fhore to receive the keys, ahd 

take poffefllan 6f the fort. Gdlonel Clive marched 

in, with the King's troops, about five iq the after-* 

noon. 

Inength- ^^^y bad: in the fort 1200 men, of which 500 

. Europeans and 70D Blacks ; ^183 pieces of cannon' 

fTom'?4 pounders downwards, three fmall mortaris, 
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and a confiderable quantity of amrnunition. Be- -A- D- 
ficjes the ftiips and veffels funk bdow^ toftop.up ^^^^* 
the channel, they, funk and . run a-|hore five Jarg^ °^* 
(hips above the fort. Four floops and a fnow were 
taken in the harbour. The enemy had killed in 
th^ fort 40 men, ,and 70 woqnded. The Kcni; 
ha;i J 9 men killed, z^nd 50 wpunded. ^ 

AU the officers and .rnen.in general, agreeable 
to their ufual bravery, behaved with. great fpkit 
and refolution on this occafion j as did ^Ifo t^ic ^ 
land forces, who kept a good and conftant fire, tiie 
wjiple tiqfie, froip two batteries of fgur and two 
guns, which they h^d raifcd near the fort, . . . ^ 

ylr ticks of capitulation fropofei by this Dire ff or and 
Council for the French? Eafi India compaw^s affair^ 
at Chandenagore to Ticc Admiral fVatfon^ with • 
hii anfwerSy March 23^ 1757. 

Ar^I, npHE lives qf the defercers fhall becapkula^ 
^ faved, ^'''^' 

Anf- the defirt^sfiall be abfolutely given up^ 

\\. All the officers of this -garrifon fhall bepri^ 
foners on their parole of honopr ; that they fhali 
have liberty to carry with them all their efFeds, 
^nd go whc^e they pleafe, on promifing they will 
not ferve againlt his Brit^nic l^ajefly during the 
prefcntwar, 

The admiral agrees to this^ 

III. The foldipr? of the garrifon (hsjl he pri- 
foners of war, fo long as the prefent war corx- 
tinuei^ : and when peace is made betwjBcn the King 

of 
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A. D. of Frantc and the King of England, they fhall 
'757- be fcnt to Pondichcrry, and till then be entertain- 
ed at the ejppence of the Englifli company. 

ne admiral Ukewife ' agrees ^ with this difference 
§nlyy that infiead ef fending the .foldiers to Pondi* 
iherryj they Jhall be fent fo Madrafs 6r to England^ 
as the admiral fiall hereafter think proper \ and that 
fuch foreigners^ who are not of the French nation^ 
and chafe voluntarily to enter into the f.f^lifh fervice^ 
fiyall have liberty. 

IV. The Sepoys of the garrifon ftiall not be 
prilbners of war, they fhall have leave, on the con- 
trary, to return on the coaft in their country, 

J'he admiral agrees to this. 

V. The officers and men of the company *4 
European fhip St, Conteft^ fhall be fent to Pon- 
dicheri'y in the firfV Englifh fhip, which goes to the 
coafl. 

Tihe officers and men of t]je European fhip fhall he 
upon the fame footing as thefoldiersy and to be fent to- 
Madrafs or to England asfoon aspofftble. 

VI. The French jefuir fathers fhall have liberty 
to cxercife the functions of their religion in the 
houfe, which has been afligned them fince the de- 
molifhing of their church: the filver ornattients, 
and everything that belongs to the church, Ihall 
be given them, and alfo their efFefts. 

^he admiral cannot agree to any Europearis refidir^ 
here J but that the French jifuits may go to Pondi-^ 
cherry^ with all the orrAtrfttntis rf their churchy or 
v?hereiier th^piedfe^ 



/.. 
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VII. All the inhabUapts, of whac nation or A.I>* 
quality foever, as Europeans, Mufteejs,. Cbrifti^ns^ '^^^' 
Qlacfcs^ G^ntils, Moors, and others, iBall be put 

in ppffeflian of their houfii^, and all in .general as 
&aU be faynd belonging, to them, eithei* in the 
'fort, or bn their eftates. 

In regar4 to tbh 4rMck^ to be left to the admiral^ 
wbowiUdojuftict^ : . , 

VIII. The factories of CafTembuzar, Dacca^ 
Patna, Jeuda, and qf Bdlafore, fhfin. ri^n^^ia at 
the cqmnaand pf the ghieft, who dired them. 

STtf h fettled bet^nen tkp Jii^ob and the admiral. 

IX. The director, councellprs, and thofe em- 
ployed under them,. Cball have leave to gp where 
they pleafe, with their cloaths. and linnen. 

^be admiral agrees to this. 
The admiral expetfts an anfwer by three o'clock 
this afternoon, and that the Britifh forces may 
take pofleffion of the fort by four. 

The above-mentioned propofitions Have been 
accepted of by the council ; in confequence of 
which we have delivered up the fortrefa of Chan- 
denagore to Admiral Watfon. 

Chandcnagore the 23d of March* 1 757. 
. P. Renault^ Laportiere^ ' M. Fournier^ 
F. Nicoksj 4. Caillott, Sugues. 

Having thus nude i^e of the opportunity t£> Vheii6r 
Cfufti the French power, when the Nabob wa^not f^Vn'^re- 
in a condition to give them aay affiftance ; they s^^ ^^ ^« 
now ferioufly turn their thoughts upon the condudk 
of the Viceroy^ fince his laft folemn engagements 

with 
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AV D. with the Englifh ; and finding that his dilatdry 
^^'^^ performance of his obligations by treaty, and hi« 
frequent prevaricaitions and tokens of diflike, from 
the very moment of his figning that treaty, in- 
dicated his intention to be bad, they thought it a 
proper and neceflary meafure to renew hoftilitics 
with the Indians t the Viceroy having given them 
fufiicient reafons to do themfelves juftice by way 
of amis. * 

Remark$ ^^^ ^ ^^^ '^^ ^^^^^ cifcumftunces would havc 
thereon, been juftificd, which was to be undertaken, and 
muft have been in a great meafure depending upon 
the fuccefs of the army by land; an army, that 
• did not elcceed 2300 men^ including i6cfO Blacks^ 

againft the whole ftrength . of the kingdom of 
Bengal and its allies, is not conceivable. But here 
, we may 'prop<irIy apply the old proverb, Audaces 
fQrlunajuv4t. The brave are fortunate. A lucky, 
unforefeen, unexpefted accident helps out the 
little army of conquerors in their defires. It v^s 
declined that they fhould be the fcourge of that 
tyt^inr, that inhuman barbarian, who, a few 
months before, took a pleafure in the tragedy o£ 
Calcutta. ' ' 
Favoured While, therefore, the commanders, &c. Were 
^^^*^rthe confuking about the expediency and prafticability 
Nabob's of {o great and hazardous ah undertaking, which, 
Greatmcn. ^j^j^,- (uj^^efs, would ddjver the company from the- 
difficulties, under which they Were often obliged to 
yield to the caprice and impofitions of the Nabob 
and his officers; and, in a manner, make them 
mafters of the whole trade of the kingdom of 

Bengal: 
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Bengali and on the contrary, which, if they A.D. 
Ihpuld fail in the attempt, plight l3e attended* with ^'^^'^'^ 
the tptal e;ctirpation of their nation from the 
Ganges, and with a projubition of all commerce with 
the Engliih for the future; Nabob Suraja Doula 
behjived in i^ tyrannical a manner to his own fubo* 
jefts, and cfpecially to . his great men and general, 
whom he treated with indignity and contempt,, for How they 
remonftrating againft the meafures, he was adopt-* guftedt^' 
ing and executing upon the advice of his fa- 
vourites and fycophants, that there arofc a general 
difcontent v and a copfpiracyr was formed, {6 -depofe 
him, by fome of his principal officers ; provided 
th^y could engage the Engliih to favour the revo-? 
lution. 

The dcfign.was communicated from the confpi- Theirtron- 
rators by Jaffier JjM Cawn, his prime minifter, ^^^^^^^j 
9 nobleman of great authority and influence, ^and c^ted toth€ 
at the head of the confpiracy, to Mr. Watts fecond "^ ^ ^ 
in council at Calcutta* . An affair of this delicate 
nature, and propofcd by a prime minifter, re- 
quired great conQderation and penecrationio guard 
againft that deception and cunning, for which the 
Eafterns are fo remarkable in all their dcahogs. . 
It was well known that the N^bob treated his lub* 
jefts with a tyrannical fpiri^j but it was. alfo 
known, that they were accuftomed to flave>ry, and 
that they carried the yoke, as a ihatter o]^ duty. 
The Nabpb's haughtinefs towards his great men,* 
and his attachment to favourites of violent and 
perfidious principle, were no fecrets : bmt it ^as 
running. the u^moft hazard to truft the delibera- 
tions 
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Ai I>. tioos of the conferences at Calcotta to the priti}€ 
'^757- 2t)iaij3tcr of the power, they were calcolaited to de* 
How ma- ftroy< Id tbis dilemma Mr. Wattt managed th^ 
S^watts. intcrcourfc, he had with the prittje miiiifter, fo pru- 
dently, that he drew from him fbificient conviAion 
of his fineerity ^ and of the manner how the con- 
ipirators wers to B£t their part, when matters ihould 
be brought to an open ru|>ture between* the Eng^ 
Kfh and the Nabob, before he would confent to 
ky the prop6fal before the eounci) ) not feeming 
too forward; but making a merit of, and the 
prtnte mioifter accountable for, every ftep the 
Engliflx ihould take, by this requifition, in a rup«> 
lure, which, he had the addrefs to fay, was to de- 
liver the natives from tyranny and oppreffion. 

A treaty being fettled between the council and 
officers of the fleet and army at Calcutta, and the 
r .. confipirators } the company we«e to renew hoftili* 
ties to oblige the Viceroy to fulfil the ftipulation^ 
of the late treaty, Jaffier, on his part, promifed 
to defcrt his matter with the beft troops in his 
army, on the field of battle. Accordingly Colo- 
nel Clive took the field " with all the force he 
^could mufter, which did not exceed looo Eu- 
rope's, and 2000 Blacks; befides 50 feamen$ 
under the command of a lieutenant 'and feverr 
it»d(}>]pmen, to manage eight pieces of cannon, 

the whole of their artillery, though he drew out 
<hc garrifon from Chandcnagorig, which the Ad^ 

• On the 13th of June 1757, the anny m«feKed from Chan* 
denagore to Muxadavat^ the capital of the province. 

miral 
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miral engaged to^, replace with feameri. Thjs 'W^s A. p* 
the whole ftrength in thi3 . undertaking, except :a *^^*^* 
Ip gun {l^ip ft^ipned above I^ugjy, to prefervc 
a ; coqimupifiatlon betwepn the flpet and army* 
Qn the i8th they took Catwa by ftorm 5 and with- Catwa 
out much refiftan^e or any lofs. This was a nf - ftti^^.^^ 
ceiTary prec^tipn^ in order to fecure ^ retreat, in 
c^fe of a iTvfp^rr^g/g.j this tqwfi. ^nd foft being 
fjtuated ^vantageouHy on that branch of the 
river, which forms the iijand Caffihibuzzar* 
Here alfo intelligence w^* ej^pecStod from the cpn- 
fpirators, for their future cpndudl. But it dees noC 
appear that JafEer dared yet to truft to his ihtereft 
in the Nabob^s arjny j which was affembling with 
all diligence about the capital, at the Srft news of 
the motion of ^he Englilh arnjy towards Myxa- 
davat. 

Colonel Clive continued at Catwa three d^ys, 
and on the ^?vd crofled the riycr, ajid adyanced 

. * - • • • ^ 

iq[imediately to attack the Nabol^'s army % which strength of 
confifted of 20,000 men, welj provided with ar- ar^^^^^'* 
tillery ; e?cclufive of two djvifipns under the com- 
mand of the confpirators*^ Their 24 pounders, 
under the dir^dion of French gijonersj began to , 
play ^bout feveri in the morning, long before our 

'field pieces were able to do any execution. But 
what carried the mod difagreeable afpeft in- this 

' day's fcrvice^ was the behaviour of the confpira- 
tOr$ ; who, during the engagement, remained inac- 
tive (pi^ftators,. leaving the whole work to be done 



:♦ 
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A. D. between the Nabob's divifion and the Englifh; as 

'^^^' if they were determined to clofe in, and fliare with, 

wndua" o^ the conquerors, in the triumphs of viaory,dn Whidi 

the confpi* f,dc foever it might declare ; or, if the Englifli 

fsitors* 

army had been cut off and utterly dcitroyed, to 
fall upon the Nabob's troops fatigued and wafted 
with the fervicc of the day, and fo work their de- 
liverance from both the Nabob and the Englift. 
Providen- In this doubtful fituation. Providence fuppKed 
tiai aid. ^Yic deficiency of numbers. It was defperate to 
march up to the mouths of fo numerous an ar- 
tillery. A fmart fhower of rain removed this 
difficulty and danger. The enemy drew their 
cannon out of the^rain into the camp under cover. 
Captein Colonel Clive availed himfelf of this capital error. 
Clivers jjy ^ ^gji placed detachment, which prevented 

good con- ' * * 

dua, &c. their being brought again into aAion ; and with 
' a prefence of mind, refolution and condud, pe- 
culiar to himfelf, having hitherto covered his 
men from the enemy's cannon, by ^ favourable 
difpofition under a mod wall, that encompaifi^d 
a grove in the midft of the plain, he rcfolvcd to 
attack the Nabob's trenches, about four in the 
Form* the aftemoon. The grenadiers under the command 
attack. Qf Major Kelpatrick were ordered to advance, 
with two pieces of cannon : which they performed 
with extraordinary refolution and bravery, doing 
* great execution with their field pieces, in their 
firft onfet. They then made a fecond attack upon 
another qUarter ; and^ in about half an hour^ a 
third againft a third poft, the. Sepoys keepbg a 
continual fire, the whole time, into the enemy's 

- trenches. 
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trenches, killed feveral perfons of the beft diftindion. A- D. 

I7C7 

This difpirited the Nabob's forces: the right and '^'* 
center fled^ abandoning their catn^ and artillery ; 
which threw the whole Indian army into confufion : 
this was no iboner perceived than orders were 
given to ftorm the trenches ; and thofe orders wece 
executed with fo much firmnefs and cheatfolnefs, 
that the enemy was entirely routed, leaving be- Theenci^y 
hind them 42 pieces of large cannon. The Na ^^"*^^- 
bob had 400 men killed and 600 wounded : Lofs on 
whepeas there were; not above 20 killed and 50 °^ * ^'' 
wounded, the greateft part of whom were Sepoys, ' 
on our part. ' 

The unfortunate Nabob convinced of the trea- TheNaboV 
fon ' of his principal officers, and not daring to ^^^^ ^^^^^ 
truft himfelf with troops, that would not defend 
a fortified camp againft fuch a handful of men, 
fled alfo With the few that continued faithful to 
him. Jaffier Ali Cawn and Roy Dolab, the next The con- 
in command in the army, npw declaring openly j^cUw * 
againft their defeated fovcreign, hafted away to fe- themfeivcs. 
cure the capital, and, by their own defire, w6re 
followed by the vi£borious army, to place Jaffier 
'Ali Cawn, according to treaty, on the anciqit 
•^rone o£ th^ Nabobs of Bengal,- Bahar and 
Orixa. ; 

V Colonel Clive marched to Muxadavat, and was Colonel 

* received into the city, with every token of joy and trylmo*"' 

* gratitude for thefcrvicehe had done, in delivering ^"»*^*- 
- that country from tyranny and oppreffion ; Jaffier ^j. ^^^^ 

* Ali Cawn was proclaimed Nabob -> and a few days made Na- 
\ after thc' Nabc^ Surs^ Douk was t;^aced, feiz^d 

B b a and 
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A. D. and privately put to death, in the 25th year of . 

'^^^' his age. 
Old Nabob Thus, in about thirteen days, this extraordi- 

murdered. ' -^ ' 

Rem k ^^^^ revolution, in defiance of the nioft powerful 
able revo- Nabob in the eaft, whole dominions were not in- 
ferior to moft kingdoms in Europe ; in extent, i» 
inhabitants, and in the richnefs of its commerce ^ 
and whofe military ftrdngth was very refpeftaWe^ 
both as to numbers, artillery and difcipline, wa» 
accomplifhed, with lefs force and trouble than 
often is required to take a petty fortrefs in Germany 
or Flander^i 
Aii Cawn The rejoicings at ^Mqxadavat did not delay bu- 
7S^. *"" fi^efe. They that placed Aii Cawn on the feat of 
dominion, immediately exacted a ratification of 
the treaty he had previoufly figned with the com* 
pany ; and it was executed as far as die circum- 
ftances of the times would permit. By that treaty 
the former a6t of pacificatbn, figned on the 9th. 
of February 1757, by the Nabob fince depofed,^ 
^he fub- w^* ratified and explained. A fum o^ 2,212,500 
ftance of pouuds was agreed to be paid in two moieties, in 
' fatisfaftion of the third article of that treaty, of 
which one moiety was paid foon after the acceifioa 
of All Cawn ; and he affigned funds for the pay- 
ment, of the other moiety. The French were 
for evfcr prohitnted from fettling in the three pro-r 
vince^. The company*s territories were enlarged 
with a very great extent. Their prtvik^ con- 
firmed^ The Nabob direfled htmidf and fuc- 
cefibrs of all right of buil{)ing new iortifiaitkms. 
l}ek)w Hugley, near ifae Ganges. , He ignmted 

the: 
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the company a fcafc of the Salt Petrc of Pataa, A. D. 
which had been a perpetual bone of contention * 
betwjeen thcva and. the Dutch ; and he rewarded 
die army aipd the fleet with a prefent of €25,000 1. 
fterling ; feefides immenfe riches in jewels* &p- 
Iseftowed on the officers, amongft which was a 
turbjuit valued at 1 8,000 !•— It was this a(^ion 
that merited, the public title of the heaven born The hca- 
j'i^i^i?4 which all the world can't take from the geneiX. 
commander in chiefs then Colonel, now Lord 
jplive, who, untutored in the art of war, . per- 
formed heroic and more advantageous adions Jh 
jthe field \ than any of his cotemporaries, whofe 
ja^chieyements are rec9rde4 with the blood of 
hundreds of thoufands left in the field of battle, 
i^t the yaft expence of ff^any millions of money, ^n4 
;With the4iffatisfafiory accumulation o/heavy taxes. 
iCplpnel Ciive returned to h^s native country full • 
f^ gl^y ^^ ricl^cs, %o vt^ the favours of a grate- 
ful nfttipp, jHis Majefty . created him a Lord.— 
^Th« comganf fctjled *. large penfipn upon him. 
.But Admiral Wacfon, after . .eftablifhing a gre^t Admiral 
^nd lafting r^put^tipii fpr \\\% wifdom, his courage, ^adu"'* 
.a^ ^lis humanity, wa§ cut off by the unwhol- 
.fpmenefs of the clims^te, very (bon p after the 
days of rejoicing for t)^\^ fignal vidlory were over. 
By whofe de^th the chief command in thofe ^^^^^^ ' 
devolved on Admiral Pocock. command- 

, Qrcat a? tbefe adv^atj^e^ feem to be, they were Lport-'^ ' 
iqonfidered .only .(:ol^teri^l ,to the grand objed, ^^^Z\li^^ 

to Great 
* ' ^ , ' ^ 1 r 1 ' /, Britain, 

p On the x6tn,of A^^uft 1757. 

B b 3 the 
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-A. D. the war, in a national light.* They enriched m*- 

dividual^ engaged in the fervice : they increafed 

the riches and power of the* united Engiifli Eaft 

India company : they annoyed the enemy, and 

ruined their trade and intercfts, and thereby cut 

off the refources, they otherwife would have drawn 

from thofe diftant climes, to maint^rin tht war in 

Europe and America. 

Affairs 9f But the advices from North America continued 

Amorica. ^^ Unfavourable, that the nation received but Iktle 

joy in thefc viflorious accounts from the Eaft. A 

(quadron of fhips had been font ** under Admiral 

Holborne, but to no purpofe. The French, it 

ii true, were driven off from Fort William 

Henry '. But this was no more than a fliort reipite, 

tilt the enemy could return with a more eift<flual 

Hdw dc- force. • — No part of our arms felt the effeds 

m"* *^ of the adminiftration after Mr. Pitt was turned 

^iihnfCoi ^"^» "^^^^ ^^^^ ^" North America. Every thing 

feemed to devolve into the old channel of difcord 

and inaftrvity. Lord Loudon, on whofe confidence 

with the American provinces depernled all that part 

of his commiffion, which could not be executed 

without harmony- and concord, loft all his popu- 

Bad effeas larity by laying an emtergo'on all the (hips in 

b^gS/"" North American ports^ in. order that the enemy 

might not receive any intelligence of his defigns^ 

' without confideringtljat the enemy received their 

intelligence chiefly, if pot altogether, by land, 

upon that continent) and alfoto make provifions 

% See page i68. Vol. II. ' Sec p. i8i, &c. Vol. tU 

« On thQ 34 of March. 

plenty 
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plenty and cheap for the army and navy ; where- -A- ^• 
as he ihould have known, that the exports can .^^^' 
never cxbauft the great quantities of provifions 
which the Britifh colonies in general produce, but 
more efpecially in this year, when the crops of 
corn were extraordinary. So that by this em^^ 
bargo the merchant, the planter and labourer all 
faSered, while the contraftors put . immcnfe fums 
into then- pockets : and corn became a drug in 
America, while England, that year, was in dread - 
of a famine, and deprived of relief from het co- 
lonies by an ill-judged and ill-timed embargo. 

The fccret intended to be covered by this em- itsinutiiity 
bargo was, a projeftcd expedition againft Louif- ^0^^^^^"^ 
bourg, in conjundion with a naval force expected 
at Hallifax. But how was this managed. As 
'for the naval force you have already fcen how it 
was delayed (page i68, 169). And as for the land Lord Lou- 
army : Lord Lpudon drew the troops from the f^y^^fi 
northern frontier of the Britifh fettlements adjoin- for Haiu- 

' ' fax. 

ing to Canada, and from othpr parts, till he had 
coUciEted a body of 6000 men, with which , his 
Lordihip embarked at New York, on the i9th-Qf 
June^ under the convoy of three frigates only^ Jt 
mu(t be owned, with great intrepidity, but with 
manifeft danger of falling into the hands of the 
enemy, whofe fuperiority in thofe feas, at. that; 
time, proved a fufficient argument to let the expe- 
dition againft Looifbourg afide, after the arrival of ^^^^j^ 
the fquadron under Admiral Holbourn ; though fofcc wHct 
it was then found, that the army amounted to Admiral 

Bb4 " 12,000 "^^^^'^^■"* 
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A.D. i^,ooa'effcftive men, and thfe fleet (^onfifted of 
^^'^' t$ fail of the line and 18 frigates, &c. 

Lord LoUdon arrived with hrs troops at HaiU* 
ftac'cin the 19th of June, Adwii^ al Holbourn did 
not make that reridezycus before Kht 9th of Jviiy j 

a 

y€t, a« if delay 'liad teen an eflential part of thtit 
Delay at ibftruftions, neftr a mnomh was confunf>ed at Hal-' 
lifai in exercifing. the troops -, and by ftinte^ at-^ 
aiiftDming them to divers forts of attacks and de* 
Jbtioe« Thefe ftepi were cond^hltted, by foitic, 
ai^-*-*-** keeping thfe courage of iiis M^jefty*s fol- 
'« diWs at bay, and expending tfte. natibn*^ wealth 
' ♦* ift taking ftlatn fights and planting trabbages % 
*• i*rhen they oiight to have been fighting the 
*^ enemies of titeir king and country irt reality:"** ; 

Wh tTrc ^^ '^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ Auguft before tlfitfc troops 
expedition embarked, to proceed agaihft Louilbourg. But 
w^sputo . ^^^ ^^^ ^.jj ^ j.^^^j remoria'. A packet, fup- 

pofed to be a fttatagem to intimidate the BfitlQi 
commanders, with to exaggerated a^ccotint of the 
garrifen and others beiting arm's irr that fbrtifka^ 
tfcm, threw itfdf iri the way of this fine fleet 5 
,f^*taketi ftnd brought in, with all her difpatches, 
fhodgh chafed ittiiny hours, which was fiifficient 
tt)-f«fp(edt the contti^^fente % for, real p&ekets alWayS 
tHroipv* theif dffpit^hcfs <i^erbo^fd. By the letter^ 
f^mi on twiapa this pretended packet, the m\^ 

tt I AtlfifUng t9 « ]|^y «3^iSoQ of Lcff^ Charles Hay, Who 
was a Ma^jor Geperal in this arinament^ 2gi4 one of the brayeH 
^ixd bett ojEcers in this fervice ; but was pat under an arreft 
for foftip p\rt>lk x^i)A6xiyQn the ?oo4w{l prilFMrs in America, 

ftrength 
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ftrength at Louifbourg % w fixed at fevcnteen (hipi A. D* 
of the lifie and three frigates, which might not * * 
be-rtitich exaggerated j but there was certainly ftt^njcd*^* 
very grand .augmentation in the military • ftrength ,^^^"8^*^ ®^ 
i^hich, upon paper, am6tinted to 6000. Europeans, bourg. 
5000 liatiris and jcljo Indiads t ^Vith this gafco- 
nadt, that the place was* wefl fupplied With mili- 
tary ftores, and the people defiring nothing more 
than- to ht attacked. 

• This intelligence produced a council of war ; Rcfoluti- 
^nd it was therein refolvcd, upon the credit of council of 
this advicfe, to lay afide the intended expedition j"^^* 
a refolution that had been feveral times before 
ittempted, but had been as often defeated by 
ihofe, who rather chofe to eiicounter all dangers, 
than to do nothing. - 

Lord Loudon made his difpofitions "^ immc- Lord Lou- 
diately for feturning to New York, where he ar- 
rived ori the 30th of Auguft. Admiral Holbourn 
continued, for fome time, cruifing off Cape Breton ^^ 
in cxpeftation of an ^ opportunity to attack the 
French fquadron in its return to Old France, and 
to carry fome of them to England'. • But his hopes 

^ He garfifoned H^Difa^ with three battalions, and fent 
two more up the Bay of Fundy. 

' * On the 2olh he appeared off Louifbourg, fo near as within 
two wiles, and to fee the French admiral make the fignal for 
his (hips to unmoor. At which fight the Englifli admiral re- 
treated, and made the bcft of his way to Hallifax. Wher6, 
being reinforced with" fout ihips Of the line, he returned to 
Louifbourg : But could not draw the French cot to an equal 
^i^^ement, 

, 24th 
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A. D, ^|Bcrc rendered abortive by a violent ftorm ^ on the 

*7S7* 24th of September, which difperfed ' and fliat- 

tcred his fleet terribly *. So that being forced off 

^his ftatiiMi, and ibme of his (hips greatly diftreiled, 

he was obliged to (leer away with all fpeed for 

England ; * but left eight men of war under Lord 

Colville, to proteA the trade, watch Louifbourg, 

^and to annoy the enemy. 

This was not the only misfortune, that befel 
Great Britain this fummer, in her American war. 
By Lord Loudon's draughting off the niilitary 
. from the frontiers of the northern provinces, for 
the expedition againft Louifbourg, his Lc^'dfhip 
left them more and more cxpofed to the aftivity 
and watchfulnefs of Montcalm, who, as foon a$ 
it was known, tha^ the troops were embarked in 

y It lafled fourteen hoars: when it began the fleet was 
about forty leagues from Looifbourgy and towards the end of 
it, the fhips were within two miles of the rocks and breakers : 
fo that, had not the wind faddenly fhifted from fouth-eafl to 
fouth-weft, they would^ in all probability, have been drove 
a-fliore and totally loft. 

» The Grafton of 70 guns, the Tilbury of 60, the Centu- 
rion of 50 guns, and the Ferret floop. The.Tilbury was loft, 
the crew were taketi up by the French^ «nd civilly treated ; 
except Captain Barnfley ; Mr. Dennis, captain of the marines ; 
Mr. Crockfon, capilkin of ^e grenadiers % Mr; Plunket, mailer ; 
Mr. Jones, furgedn} Mr. Walkerv purfer; Mr. Smith, chap- 
lain i Mr. Mackintofh, ganner ; Mr. Trufcot, midlhip-man, 
ibme priviate men to the foldiers and faiksrs, who all perished. 

a Twelve fhips were almoft difnu^llcd^ ^and others uttj 
much damaged. 

thrir 
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their way to Hallifax^ prepared to take advantage A* !>• 
of their abfence \ ^ ^'' 

Fort William Henry^ which in the Ipring of Fortwif-. 
the year, had . bee^i jftormed by the . trocqjs under J^^^.J^'^ 
M. Mootcalm % and then efeaped^only by the vt^ 
gilance of Major A]^es, the oomtmAder at thai 
time, and through the want of many neceflkries in 
the French army, who came provided only for a . 
€imp de main^ to lake it by furprise, or by efca- 
lade } • becaoife the 6ril objed of that gtinemrs 
operations. The garctfon confifted of 2,500 men, 
and General Webb was encamped with 4000 jsien 
not far off^ to cover -die fort from furprize. 

M. Montcalm^ aflfembled an ^rmy 4)fri'io,ODO By io,oo« 
men^ induding Cannadians and Indians ^ drawn troops. 
from (Drbwn^Poinr, Ticsmdcroga, and the adjacent 
pofts ; but not with that fecrecy, as to prevent an 
^rly account of his^dfigjv and force- reaching Ge- 
neral Webb. Who, if he had given due atten- Gcnrai 
tion to this advice, confirmed by Colonel Parker's ,^^tten! 
lofs % and raifed the militia in time to join his re- ^<'«- 
gular forces, might have obliged the French Mar- 

• - " ' . ^ 

^ A peace was concluded, about. tkss time* isdtlrtlie Ddi- 
wacet, the Ten Tribes or .Natipns and the FJiTe.Mfations. 

« See page 181, &c. Vol. II. 

^ Some of thefe were fo remote that they had not learned 
the ufe of fire-arms^ but ufed bows and arrows, and were rc* 
ferved to fall npoa advanced parties. 

« On theaift.erf Jalx Colonel Parker* williive companies 
or 550 men, made, an cxcurfion on Lake George, to recon- ^ 
noitre the enemy ; next day they fell into an ambuih of the 
French, who were marching againft Fort William Henry ; 
150 wer^ taken prifoners, and aboat 90 were lulled* 

quia 
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A.H. qui$ once more to retire from before this fort. 

^Ji7* But jfjc Englifti general could not be pcrfuaded of 

. . the reality of the FrencK intentions^ He could 

DOt beiieve that they had , a force fufikient to dff- 

•pute the poflbffioa of the fort with him and the 

garriibn* However, MoDtj:alm foon convinced 

Geo«ni Webb of his error. For on the ad of Auguft 

Webb re- fj^j appeared on the lake : which fttuck Webb 

with fuch a pannic* that. he refolved to retire to 

Fort Edward that fame night; but with much 

perfuafions wa( prevailed upon to ftay till next 

Strength of morningj : .when he marched off early, with a 

£b.^"^" ftrong artillery, leaving the defence pf the fort 

to Colonol Monro and Colonel Young with 2^300 

men.. .-.:.• 

WhileiihQ.trenc^ were forming M. MoAtcalm, 
advifed of the rptteat of General Wtbb, f?nt the 
following Utwtf by way of fummoos to Colonel 
• • Monro*.'; n-. \ • ' •" 



• /• 4 



S IRg . J Auguft 3, ,1757. 

M. Mont- T Hav«: chls^maming invcfted your, place with a 
^^"'^Coi numerous army, a fuperior artillery, and all 
Monro, by the iavagcv from the hi^^er parts of the country ; 
fomnwns. thecruelty^of whom a detachment of your garri- 
fon have lately too inucli experienced. I am ob- 
liged ;a humanity to defire you to Surrender your 
fort, I have it yet in myppwer -to joftrain tbiB 
favagey, and to oblige ^chem to .obf^nve. a capitu- 
lation,' as hitherto none of thtm are*Lilltd, which 
will not be in my power in other circutiiftances ; 

and your uilifli^g o«..yovijr dcfpncjipg .ypw fprt, 
'. . can 
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can only retard the lofsi of it a few day$, and naoft; A. p« 
of neceffity expofe an unhappy garrilon, who can *^^^* 
receive no fuccours, confidering the precautions 
I have taken. I demand a decifive anf^er im- 
mediately, for which pufpofe I have foat you the 
Sieur Funtbrune, one of my aid -de- camps. ^ You 
may credit what he will inform you ^s from mc^ 
I am» with refpedt. Sir, 

Your moft humble, and ' 

moll obedient fervartt, 

MONTCALM. 

To which the gallant commander i;eplied,. with 
% dignity that became one in his ftation. 

The ficge was' regularly formed on the 3d with siege 
all the force, and a train of artilkty. The In- °""^ * 
dians furrounding the breaft-works of the Eng- 
Jilh, whilft the French hove up trenches. The 
garrilon behaved with courage and fkWU fo as to 
retard, the enemy's works four days •, during which 
time they had the misfortune to burft all their 
cannon and mortars^except two nine pound<»s, ooc 
four pounder and a hawitzer; Had the inilitia 
eome in time to their aid, or had General Webb 
taken proper meafures of defence upon the advice 
he received, it is very probable their enterprize 
would have been defeated : but delay, that banc 
of thefe inaftive times, interpofed to the.ruirt of 
the fort. For after a hot cannbnkding atitJ bom- 
barding, on both fides, till the 9th; the ' gar rifon 

being 
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A. D. being informed by a letter ^ from General Webb, 
'^^•^* intercepted and fent to the commanding officer in 

' Genrral Wibb^s letter, nvbicb t^trihuted not 4t Itttk to tbe fur* 
render ofFvrt WilHam Henry ^ tvas as foUawt : 

S I R« Fort Edward, Aug. 4. 12 at Noon. 

I am dlreded, by General Webb, to acknoivledge the re- 
ceipt of three of your letters ; two bearing date nine Q'clock 
yefttrddy mombgr and one aboat fix in the evening, by two 
, rangers» which are tbe only men that have got ii here, ex- 
cept two yeftprday morning with your firil, acquainting him 
that the enemy were in fight. He has ordered me to ac- 
quaint yon, he does not think it prudent, (as you know his 
^firength at this place) to attempt a jundlion, or to aiEft yon, 
till reinforced by the militia of the colonies, for the imme- 
diate march of which repeated exprefles have been fent. One 
of our fcouts. brought in a Canadian prifonerlaft night, Uova 
• the invefling party, which is very large, and have poiTeiTed all 
the grounds five miles on this fide Fort William Henry. The 
nnmber of the enemy is very confiderable, the prifoners fay, 
eleven thoufand, and have a large train of Artillery, with 
anortars, and were to open their batteries this day. The ge- 
neral thought proper to fend you this intelligence, that in 
cafe he fhould be fo unfortunate, from the delays of the mi- 
Utia, not to have it in his power to give you timely afliflance, 
you might he able to make the befl terms left in your power. 
The bearer is a ferjeant of the Connecticut forces, land if he 
. it haj^y enough to get in will .bring advices from you. We 
. keep continual fcouts going, to endeavour to get in, or bring 
intelligence from you. I am. Sir,- with the heartieU and moft 
anxious wifiies for your welfare. 

Your moil obedient humble fervant, 
G. Bartman, Aid-de-Ca»p. 

To Colonel Monro, or ofHcer com- 

*.'* ' ' •.' 

mandng at Fort William H^ry. 

. • the 
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the fort, by M. Montcalm, thfey -ftibmittcd to A. D- 
capitulate, and obtained^ the following conditioas^ ^^^^* 

I 

Capitulation granted to Lieutenant Colonel Monro y Articles^ 
for bis Britannic Majejifs ^garrifon of Fort fTtl- SiT^*" 
liam Henry y the retrenched camp adjoining^ and all 
their dependencies. 

Art. I. rry HAT the garrifon of Fort Williarti 

-■- Henry, and 'the troops, which are in 

the retrenched camp, being joined, ftiali march 

^ut with their arms, and the ufual honours cf 

wan , 

II. The gate of the fort (hall be delivered up to 
the troops of his moft Chriftian Majefty, and thfc 

•retrenched camp, immediately on the departure of 
the BriciOi troops. 

III. All the artillery, warlike ftores, provifion^ 
and in general, every thing except the eSeds oS 
the ofEcers and foldiers, (hall, upon honour, be 
delivered to the troops of his moft Chriftian Ma- 
jefty. Provided always, that this article ftiall 
extend to the fort, retrenchments, and depen- 
dencies. 

. IV. The garrifon of the fort, troops in the 
retrenchment and dependencies, ftiall not ferve for 
the fpace of eighteen months, neither againft bis 
moft Chriftian Majefty, or his allies. 

V. AH the officers and foldiers,. Canadians, wo- 
men, and favagei, which have been made pri^ 
loners by land fince the comttiencement of the 
war in North America, ftiall be delivered in the 

fpace 
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A. D. /pace of three monthi, at CmDon ; and accord' 
^^^^' ing to the receipt which ihall be given by th^ 
French commanding officers, to whom they (hall 
. be delivered, an equail number of the g^rrifpo of 
Fort William Henry ftiall be capacitated to Urve^ 
agreeable to the return given in by the £ngVifli 
officer of the prifoners he has delivered. 

VL An officer fhall be given as an hoftage till 
the detachment returns, whifh fhall beieiy^n fi^r 
an efcort to his Britannic Majefty'5 trooj^s. 

VII. All the fitk and wounded, that are pot 
in a condition to be tranfported to Fort Edward, 
ihall remain under the protedion of the Marqu^ 
de^Montcalm, who will take proper care' of them, 
and return them as foon as recovered. 

VIIL Frovifion for the fubfiftence of the Bri- 
tifli troops, fhall be iffued for this day and to- 
morrow only. 

IX. THe Marquis d^ Montcalm, being wijling 
to Ihew Colonel Monro, and. the garrifon und^r 
his command, mtrks of his cfteem, on accoiint 
'of their hcMiourable defence, gives them one 
jpicce of cannon a fix pounder. , 

Done in the trenches before Fort Witliam Henry^ 
ibe^tb of Jluguftj ly^y. 

George Monrq« 

Agreed to in the name of his moft Chriftian 

Majefty,. agrcf able to the power in vetted io mc 
by the Marquis de Vaudrueil), his- ^overnor-g^ 
ncral and* lieutenant-general of New Frahpc.* 

MONTCALuM* 

Notwith- 
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Notwkhftanding, tbis. capituIadont...th^:.Ind^^^ A: Q»^ 
chief infiftcd upon a previou? agreeqiqnt -with lyj* • ^^^* 
Mpntqiltn ;,.)vho had proq:>ifed, IjiiR th<?; R^yilder 
of thq :S^lift^> » ^d ih^t. }^, ipfi? (hCipWj Mv^ - 
their ag-eeffii?n?, : Acscprding^ the Fr§n?h»r.gew-:Frenchfuf. 
^pally in :4cfiarvce of . the i faith df tte <<?pHHl«ion^|^*^^^^^"- 
and of hunianicy, periidipu^y gnd inhutiia^}y ga^>reak the 
way.toij^ Indjian d^ipaiKj, ,.^n4 pewtttcd .^e fttition!" *' 
Y^g^ i}l9o4^hounds tp f^II upon the di&rnifid garr» 
rifon, ;and^ alj, cxcppc giOQ, jw{io wirh their. icoilo^ 
nel^ ^|o^rft jnd Young, Jiirrendcrjed: thtmfclYCs 
to theJFreiicfo, and v6o0:.whQ fled >Md^ cfcaped 
to F«t 6dvard^.v?erc»ftripped, killW indlkalpt ^lajomd 
They. nftiinJQltrf Jill tbp Engliftx Indiana and. Nc-: J^;;^" 
groes £;^mdiii.the garjrirpo^ or made: them ijaves.: 
They qjt ,the.fhi*oawpf mo^;of thc' women, ript 
open their bflUeS), tore out (heir bowels andi c|ireiw< 
diem in thc^fi^ces of the es^piiing fuffcrefs : aftd' 
talking life chi^drep by t)ie h^els, they beat, their' 
brains out a^i^ft trees or J^oness, fp xh^t, nOt one 
was faved.. ; ,,j . , j - : . - 

The French ;g^eral found proviHons in this fort i^ors on 
fufficicnt to maintain 5000 rtien for .fix months i'^^^ 
which J)p carried oiF, as well as the artillery,, atn- 
i;iunitioi\ .and warlike ilores, . b^gage,^ ariDs,, &t ; 
^nd 100 live oxon^ beHdes iiorfes, .&c. But^hjs- 
dcftroytd all the boats, which were not wanted to 






K TbcKt did not/ftfvilfi^ tlib']Haflaefe''iik>M th«i» 1600 

deredy after tKe capitalation, 1300 men, befidcs lyomtn, chil- 
dren and other attendants* 

Vo L. II. Co tranfport 

'^9 
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A.D. tranfport the (Sunder; and otirely demblUKedi 

'^^^* the fort and the works. 
Miibnbie This dreadftil Iboke, at a time there wai, no 
Hate of the ^^g^^y ^ f^^ |)|^ enemf , filfcd every mmd with 

fear for the commCKEi fafety. Nothing hot the 
hopes of fucteft againft I^uiiBourg, appeared tor 
keep up the i^irltB <^ the Englifli; ' But when, 

* upon the back of this Ms, they were tdfoirmed, 
thkt the attempt againft Louiibourg was dropt, 
and that the troops^ which had been drawn from 
our northern firofttiers^ and thereby left the coiin^ 
try open, for the French to execute what plans 
they pleafed agsunft 0[ur forts aiu) fetilements, 
had bcefi employed ifi nothing more than fliam* 
figbts,^ &c. at Hattifa^i while the ^nemy were 
demoUlhtng our fwti, and tnurderirtg our garri^ 
Ibna i it extorted theft melanchi^y refle}dons,«-r' 
** Ood only knows when this wiUend--«the French 
^ execuoB atmoft every thioig they attempt : we 
^ neither execute Aor attempt any diihg but nbi{e^ 
*^ and a prohibition to the printers to €e!I the 
'< worid wtliat they will» and do know without 
^ their mformatfen K^ 

Remarks Such was the ingldrioos campcHgn oi the year 

cLlSin. ^757>^ i» North America. A campaign, which, 

by the preparationf itoade (ai icv promifed a total 

ruin of the enemy* : Bum whidh^ by ptacraftiiia*. 

tion In England, and mifmanagement in Ame-^ 

* xica« kit the f<Kttni]^ of our ptovkices^ and die 
inteieft of o«ir attea in a much worfii fiAistioff, 

^ In A letter from New York, dated Augoft j^, lyiy. 

» * - ' ^'- • • 

' ' tBfan 
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tlhaii iRey w^rc iti thfc foregolh^ yeif . Mt. Pi ir f, A. ft. 
during his ihort adttiinlfltition, We hlatc fcen, '^^^* 
Ibrmed (he plain atid put it into aftion^^ith a 
Vkft incitafe of forces, which gave us the fupci-ldittj' 
teth by fta ahd hntl, to ^ttarfc the French irt * 
Iheir fl:tond:eft hoidsind to cu^ thehi out work t6 
defend their own fetti^fnenti. But when th^t ad*- 
Wiiniftratiori wk|5 dctetmined^ At enemy wis firf- 
ferec] to get the ftart of our sirmirhents^ and t6 
|idt LbuittioiiVg into Tuch a pofture of drfene*, ;tt 
to 3eifeat that wcll-tonccrted and appointed ejtpe-^ 
fSlktioh. ' 6ur troops^ which iunbunted to zb^ob6 
tegulars^ and almoft afi many provincials, were fb 
badly mana^ed^ that the places of ,greate{fc dan- ' 
fe" and importance, were left alnnoft naked, or 
TO garrifoned, ^^ to Jail a fure prey td the enemy; 
Our allies^ we« idefertedi. and our people expblWL 
"to murder and every aA of barbarity, even in fight 
bif oar troops; ""'Our prodigious fleet failed only 
to become the ridicule of our encniies : And Ji 
Sra& traft Of valuable territory followed the fate 
bf the tonqueft made by M. Montcalm, at Fott 
^Hiatti Henry. Misfortunes to be accounted 
for no otherwife than upon that certain mastim; 
where con^gfiOn and ftrife is there will be diicord 
and every evil work. The political contcft about 
power at hbme, the inftabllity of the admlniftrai- 
i!)on^ and the frequent revolutions in the coundk 
til( the mother eountry, was the ordinal and per*- 
fnanent cauft! 0f that languor, which obftrufted 
ail our military operations. When officers can 
k^ep their ppfts, and prcfefve their intereft ac 
* • C c 2 court, 
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A. D. court, without running into dangerous adionl» 
•*^^^' they feldom will be forward to fcek an enemy* 
And when a miniftry is fo changeable, that it is 
uncertain whether a fcrvicc will be rewarded or 
f:ondcmncd, a comm'an4er can have little encou- 
ragement to try the fortune of war. Befides* 
Ihould the command be trufted in. the hands of 
men fubfervient to. the will of t^ofe,. whofe pria- 
^iples arc averfe to vigorous meafures^ there caa 
,l>e w.cxpcaations. from the moft po^erfpl ;fleqt^ 
. ^nd armies, \yherc this l^ane of all national virtue 
^eii the!afcendant, neither honour, nor courage, 
nor. love of our country, will ever be able to pre- 
vail^ with a court-dependent to do his duty. 
Affairs in . How unlikc Were thefe tranfadions to. the p^;;e 
Germany, ^^cfs made by our allies in Germany. Thediftr^^ 
Compam- cf Pruffia has been already defcri.bpd/. Let.jaf 
five view of fufvey the Pruffian dominions, ?ind meafure the 
Pnila's remains pf thofe poffeflions undf r that crown Jfj 
*'^*'"- April laft, and which have beeq torn from if by 
.the Auftrians, Swedes^ French and Ruffians,- in 
the> ftjort. fpace of feven months. Than whi^rh 
nothing, can give a ftrongcr idea of the dangerpus» 
;and ruinous fituation of his Pruflian M^eft^ 
deprived of the means of raifing . J>oth men ^ 
tnoney. The duchy of Gucldersf, . the ducjby.of 
C!?yes, the principality of Moers,^ the raunti^e^ of 
Larger, and Lipftad, the principalities of MindeiH 
EaftiFxiefland ^nd .Embdcn, pj^ri; of the archbi- 
(hoprick of Magdebourg, fome other pa/'ts of the 

- r II 

' ' • > , . • -1 

^ See page 258 ^nd 28^. Vp}* y. 

, * ' ' Mafche, 
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Ktarche, ducal ?bmcrania, a great part of Silcfia, A. Dw 
and cVen of the kingdom of Pruffia, including *^^'^' 
Berlin the capital ; in a word, almoft all his do-- 
minions were either taken from him, or laid un« 
der contributions and poflelTed by enemies, * who 
oolleded the public revenues^ fattened on the con- 
tributions, and with the money, they drew from the 
eleftorate of Hahover, and other conquefts. Where 
was he to get recruits for his army, or the necef- 
faries for their fubfiftence? Befides, he had to 
contend with an army of Ruffians, another of Au- 
ftrians, another of French, another of Imperialifts 
arid another of Swedes. 

* Yet how much foe ver thefe prognofticated his How bit ^ 
total ruin r his Majefty met with efFcftual re- Majeffy 
foiirces in the wifdom of his councils ; in the fide- ^?"^"^^^ 
Hty and bravery of his troops^ and in the pro* under his 
teftion of a good providence. He faw no ilteiv ^nes!^" 
Aative but to fubmlt to inglorious terms of peace. 
He was not only thus befet and threatened, but 
he had loft the affiftance of the army of obferva- 
don, which had laid down their arms under a ca- 
pitulation, that^ difabled them to affift him.; He 
ftftnm^ned all; his courage, all his;poliey ; withthc 
^mer he marcke'd to meet his enemies^ and' beat 
them I * with -^die latter he repaired the . injury, 
which ^as levelliid againft' )xm by the diiarminrg 
tf "thd army at'Stade. • * 

c Raffia was ^riie firft' olgeft ti his arms.. He 
WiasrreTolved, jf rpbffible, to efaedc their intrufion 
into the quarrels of Germany. » His firft' eflay waii 
to try .the for^e <^ found reafon^ and that mode- 

C c 3 ration, 
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A, p.. nfWBi, y^^Sfk beoomc? ,» ^veaj^pofc tooawi^j^ fyf 
»7*7- hU wiaow a»d aims* He caviM jh« foJlawingL 
dcc)«ratio9 of bU %jit^mcmta tpp^occ^^ his jSMrtf^y^ 

The Kin}? '« YT is fi^ktttttly linowi«» ihM tbr Kwg of 
?ecttn ' * J^ffia, «fter th^ nMmpkc of H»l . gloriowi- 
^K^^ ancefkn^ IkiS) ct^ fti^/l^ MORffioA tosthft 

fHsudihip o£ the imperial €i»irt ^f Ruffia^. 9tA 
odthratc it hf every t«i«th0d^ Hi% ftufS^ M^ 
jefty luth bod tbe iatbftSiDii to live, for ievctil 
ftieccffive years, ia the ikrifixft ksrmon y ^ Uh tbo 
reigning Emprefs ; and thii bapffy unm w)ol^ 
be^ ftit) fubfiAing^ tf evib-mkided pocetttatet*kad 
|iot brdke it jby their feoret nia/ei»na<JiQin^^ and c»ts 
ried thfugs to ftich. a height^ that tb& tbinifters oqt 
both fides have beeni r^atfed, sad the forre^ndl«< 
cnce bFoken qflf* 

' ^* However iiie|siieho}y tfacie ciociamftancet 
Unight be Ibr the King, his Migefty w^ nenieithc^ 
lefe moA atceneiive tdpccveiit a&y ^g tfaatii%h| 
incredfe the aHenatjaa 0( the Rtif^ court. Hfy 
hath been paitiqjiarly careful^ diliii^ th^ ^urb* 
^mces of the ws^r* that 90«r mnhappilgr nigea^ til 
avoiiii whateter (night iavQlve? ttifn ^ ft ^fkienett 
V^th that court, qotwi^ftaoding' the gjieat g«9vs 
aooes he hath to ailledge agaiii|t it, aad that kr 
was publickly known, the coart of Viemii had aa 
hA drawn thai; of Roffi^ oito ifts deftcuAive yiewsi^ 
and made k Ibrve, is an ii^unrait lor fimwr^ 
IPg tb^ ftbemes pf Axjttm. 
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^^ ilK Mfige^ hath givM ^^tbe wbde world A: Pi 
ifkonceftibte proofs^ chat he was under aa ift* '^'^* 
dilpenfable heceflhy of hkving recourie to' thii'' 
meafinres he hath ukep agatnft the courts <^ Vi* « 
e&na and Saxoa)^. who forced hhn Iby their cda- . 
duft to take up arms for fail defence. - Yet; eveo 
fince thifi|^ h<!ve bsen bnftight to this excrtmiiy^ 
the King hath ofiered -to lay down bis arms tf 
pseper iecurities (houid be granoed to him. . 

^ His Majefty hath not ncgkded to expoft 
fbe artifices by wUcb the imperial court, of' Rui^ 
fia hath been drawn into meafjures fy oppofile ta 
tbt£iapic&% ientimentS) arid which w^uU ex* 
cite the u^moft tadignstioo of that great pcincefS| 
if the truth- could bt placed, before her, without 
4i%uire, The King did mosc. He fuggefted-4}0 
her Imperial Majefty fufficient means richer to exr 
cufe her taking no part in the prdcnt war» os-to 
ayoid) upon the ji^eft grounds^, the eKecuuon of 
tlMfe jei^gagfupents^ ' which the court, of Vieon^ 
elavi^d by arfnanifeft abufe ^of. obligations, which 
they employee} ta palliate* th^ir unlawful yriews, 

. *^ It wholly depended upon the Emprefs of Rufr 
iU to cxtin^uiib the flames of the war, without 
uniheathing the fword^ by purfuingithe mipafui^ 
iuggi^fted by the l^ii^ This condud would have 
ipfirportsdiied her rago throughout , all £urc^« 
It would have (punefi her more lining gkuy^ than 
can be ac<iuired by the greateft triumpbs* 
. T^JfCing fin^s with regret, that all his pnh 
caution and care to maintain peace with the Rui^, 

^ See pagir 194. Vd. II. 

C c 4 . fian 



40* The CfeNERAt firSTORY OF 

A. Dl fiain Empire arc frukfcls, and that the intngties 
'^*'* of his enemies have prevailed. Hi* Majcftjr ft«sr 
aH the confiderations of friendfhip and good neigh- 
' bourhood fcr afide by thclmperial court'of Ruf- 
fia, as yffcW as the obfervante of its engagements, 
with his Majefty. He fees that court march- 
ing its troops through the territories * of a foreign 
powcr,^ againfft the inclination of that power, 
and conVriry to the tenor of treaties, in order tot 
Jittiack'tKe King m his tloniihions, and' thus taking 
part in a*war, in wkith His enemies have involved 
the Jluffian Empire. 

•* In fuch circumftances, the King hath no other 
part to take, but to employ the power, wHich 
God hith entniftcd to him, ih defending fiimfelf^ 
proteftlhg his fubjefts, and repelling every unjuH 
attack. ' ► 

• ^ His Majefty will' ricyer lofe fight of the rules; 
which are obferved, even in the midft of war, 
amdng civih'zed' Nations. But' if, contrary to all 
hope and expetflStioh, thefe rules (hoiild be vio- 
lated by thetrobps'of Ruffla, if they comthit in 
the King's territories, diford^b-and e^tcetfes dif- 
iillowed by tRe' laws of armv his Majefty inidl 
ftotbie blamed^ ?f 'he tnake* feprMals inSaxdny, 
iEtnd if, inftead of that good order and rigorous 
difcipline, which have ' hitherto bieen obfefVed by 
•his army, avoiding 'all forts 'olf vfpfence, he ftn&s 
himfelf forced, contrary to His indlinatibnv to fuf- 
feir* the provinces and flibje(As ot SaxinV'^tcf be 



il*j • t c/i 



'^ '* Polaiul^ .. ' ., 



treated 
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treated ki the fame manner^ as his own tenritCtries^ A. jQs^ 
fhall be' treated ' ^ '"7» 

r *^ As to the reft, i the King will foon publiib HQ 

the v^h<>le worM ibe futility of: the ineefons ^Uedg^d 
by tlie Imperial cotirt of Ruflia to juftify its ag^. ^ 

greflioft : And as . hh Mayefty is fimred vpoa 
making hi^ defence^ he. has room to hope witl^ 
confidence^ that ^ the Lord of Hofts will bkfs his 
righteous iutn% tha^ he will dtfappoint the unju(i 
enterprifes of his enemies^ . ^and grant him .hi> 
powerful alfiftaiice ^to^ enable iiim to . make head 
«gainft them.*' .- 

:^ His PruiBan Majefly fiipportcd this ^cl^atipg Detaches 
with an army of 30,000 men, who, after they.had agd^"*^** 
heard of the horrid barbarities committed by the ^*^^* 
Ruffian detachments, fent by their general over 
moft parts of Pruffia, be(ides burning and deflfoying 
every place and thing in their way, marched with ^ 
iuU determination to attaclt^ their main army, in 
its entrenchments, though it confided of 80,000 
regular forces i and well fortified in a camp, on 
an advantageous fituation n^ar Norkittqi, .JM- 
Xehwald was provoked to this xeiblution by the 
diftreflcs *" of a country, he wis not able to proted 

* • 

or 

' • * ■ -I'll 

* ji ktUr from th .frujpan^^m^ under Marjhal Leh'waldf 
written before the battle y and tuhliJJjed by authority at BerKn. 

The enemy, notwithf^atiding; tfieir faperiority, ure.JBn- 
'tfwichiiig theinfelvcs, and ftudy onYy to ruki the -country in 
' the tnoft barbarous fnanner. The far lAt&rs hai^e fewB none of 
their lands thib fesfon, and the ennsy Im'age til without di- 

ftin^on. 



4IO The GENERAL HMSTORY of 

A. ]>«> 0^ MfMt £Mn tfM' crttti invader by any ' other 
''*^' fneails.' The Ruffian army was fdrmed in: fbup 

SThS^^*^^- *»*^'^ adcadWby a.floincifow artiflwy, 

fians en-* iiK| fp^h iMttteriei trtefted Qd an the en^ndncef^ 

'^^ iSot/MMn^ih^ aH 260 pieces xHS^ ctemort. Hoir4 

tfMf/ tke fwdan'optntdn df ibeir difeipline amd' vic^ 

4$ ariM^ alddtfd to the ddire of rtrctoge for the ene<> 

M$tVliAumaii>fefaa(Hbur^ ib cncoor^ed clie Pru(^ 

fl*6^iiefa)^ ^o had faia M^efty"^ cxpreft orders 

M^rift|ue eVery thing ratter thaif rettnun itudiv^ 

^ MfitvftSsr tfiefe fin^allgea to pr ufitrate ilhy farther mt<> 

!n» dominions^; that he attacked this'fottified camp 

4l(d^Niift ; 9fda ik^ims pkurfcraij It hte im naffiMroi or 
^(aei. . Bnt notliwg^ii e^^af .^« difor^er^ ;ind cfaeltiofi 
wdlch msirk the roat of the giand amy. Thej cut ofc thf 
tttts and ean of the country people^ becaufe they had inr- 
JUhf; htftt ^^^ftiffthOt cattW wei^ dit^ iM^iy^ aid 

.{|kV r 1^ t^ii^ fttlsfi^vici^. ,M. ^ iv^cmy. The difofdew 
they Mre committed ftrike horror. Many of the inkabitaoU 
ofPruiTia have been banged, others Have had thdr legsctft 
6f, 'of* \ktn Apt' tip ifiVe and their heam tofr out. Childi«ii 
hi¥t btttk^niitfiei cS^Mm^tb fiitnU'i iUd tft (hort roeh' 
mwim^mMMhi$im» vxMikd m. jflMMfc humMi aatiirejr and 
*HW .%; f»»H:}WfP«Wt<>»v .aa wmy^, vrVo oU tbemffinw 
iChriftianSy and who promife nothing, but moderation ao4i£ood 
ducipline, in the memorials they have publifhed. . The inha^* 
hftixits 6f the cduntjy, driifen to defpair» take arms where-* 
axat t^y cat» get th^lti ^i eaAeiiydifr t6' dtftnd t^eh- Wes 
and the few tSttSis they hai^« carHed of ta their ptaeei of 
«|i:ctt--:Tbe toa*^ ^f > veOa ffoml^g^ 9d#.#S:>/hock. 
' ibg aecooiit, that above ioq i^aicn bad chpfea r^tharkto tj^yr^ 
' ^mMt^ km the ((sa at Memel, thaa fubmit to' thelbr utaUttf s 
lifareildi«iabythafe.«ioaft(ia«' •<* • '^ , ^fj 

j; •.!'*.> at 



ftt fore , in tbe ragrmng ^. U»e, 3ml>;0ff Af#;iftq[ ^^ ^ 

with fucli vehemeacjr^ xh^they wmht ''^^^*'**AttJck?d 
whole, firi^ lincof the.cdeiny, f(nd ifof^fd tdl rfwUiby^dount 

a raiment pf greii^ulierS) were ^cuti^io p\^iM%\ by.* 
regiment of ProO^a dir^gp^insi, )^, or, xjii) (hnriM 
by the Prince of,Hfd|bein GotH^«: feroiker; «ti 
the King of Swe4qv But tb|# sa^^ WM »fA^. 
(fvtrc kiad, ,as mz^ it iieceipTary i^r i^e^ri«(fia^ 
gpneri^ to de^O; ^om aoy further dtf emptor \For^i^rsofth« 
be Iqft in thif aci;acki goQo ipen Xtl» R^ffiaft •c^ ^"* 
qomit; i^ya 10,000 killed and WQuiujed}* ^o tbae 
when he catne up to the fecond efttnmchineoty 
i^hiph wi^ ,:Q;cof>gf:r, than, thei fifft^ hei prudently) . 
Qctired rather than exp<^ h^ whole araqs ¥%id> 
lefolution he performed with excellent- order^ and 
without one attempt of the enemy to difturb bis 
^ar, only being obliged to leave bebbdhim dm 
artillery* \ he had taken from the iirii iine, and 
eleven pieces of hk own canoM, fbr w^m of pro^* 
per carriages. 

Thi3 obliged the Kullians to be more cautious inaaivity 
hpw they traverfed jlje dil^ant parts xtf the coon* ^^^^ ^"^^ 
iry, |n pities i and gave GenefaiAprmin fadi « 
iiunple of the fervice he was to expeA, Ihould he 
proceed to favour the operations of Count Daun, 
9s his inftfu£i:ions directed, that X^efawald^s re^ 
treat, in a great meafure, aiifwered the purpoiea 
pf a vidlory in favour of Prui&4« 

The RufiiaQS k>fl: ip this engagement to,oCQ, Their lofik 
1fi\tfS(B fyf 149OPO fnen killed; but the account 

t El^ty pieces of aaum* 

puUiflied 



4i» The GENERAL FJI^TOKY or 

AirK ptSblifhed by^M. Apraxin reduces them to 7000, 
'^^^ . . an)ongft whom were three generals. Their wound- 
ed were very confiderable*, amongft thefe was 
, General Lapuchin and a colohel of anillery, who 
with many qiore were made prifoners. No officer 
df diftindtion fell amongft the Pruflians : nor was 
there any one but Count Dohna wounded. 
: M. Lehwald having muftercd his army after 
this fcvcre fcrvice in his camp, to which he return- 
ed back at Velau, changed their pofitioh for one 
more advantageous' at Peterfwald, that he mighc 
more efFeduaily retard tht further motions and 
progrefs of the • enemy, in cafe .they (hbuld make 
Their aiiy furthjsr movements. But on the thirteenth 
^^^^* of the next Wionth, after the Ruffian^ had re- 
mained totally InaAive ffdm the time of ' this ac- 
tion . near ' Norkit ten, M. Apf-axin brokd up his 
ftrong camp,' and in a fudden and furpriling man- 
Der retreated out of PruITia, with fuch precipita- 
tion, that he left between 15 an^ 16000 Hck and 
wounded, eighty pieces of cannon, and a confi- 
: derable part of his military ftores, behind him. 
• " This Bight wasmade in two columns, and by 
two* routsi and was nianaged with fo mwch art, 
' .i 'i' ' •'■ ' 'by 

n ^% appears i)7 the number mentioned below. 
« One proceeded towards Memel'; the pth^ took ih^ 
neafeflfway lb their own country, through the bailiwic pf Ab^ 
fterncn OP- through Lithtfania. - - •• ^ ' 
; \ix does iriit».to,tlsis cSttia appear, what conidbe ^e'real 
caafei bixt^';the •Qssu'lila WR& akcmrikat timeifeij^ with^aii 
apople^c.fit, uwas ^vm out^th^t ^tbe frmy was oiilered 

home 



' bjr advancing the irfcgulars tqwa^4^ fi\t, Pri#ai^ %^- 
army $0 cover the defigh^ that it waS hdt difcover^ ?^?^ 
edi;iUvtAe third day. .fM« Lehwald upon the firll 
nocice detached Prince . rGforgc ofr^HolQein witb -.? :. 
'i<),<?oo horfc toipuduethe Vya-awayi'i jhut they \[ , j 
liad mac^ftich forcisdin^ixhes, that: they cCfcap^ 
except a few, which the Prince* made. priibiiecsj 
dndfonie 'ihaggkfs, fiirhp were.killoiiby&e cojiin- 
try .'people^ on the road) ta Tilfi t. ^ . . i ^ i . ; 1 : /. i '; : [ 
^ Bdt|i! columns burdti every! village in dxir way Crudty. 
without .diflraaioh. vAndjCCMnihictdi &dh Othrf .cn.ti i \ 
ads of barbarity^ that the§r left the 'roads behind 
tb^tn ftrewed with dead^ bodies of meihjandthorfei: 
Apd; thus the Ruflian$ enfii'ely evacuced^he Phif^ 
fian doinipk>n3, ^]CCG|ti;Mep9eL i i 

' Fps tbjs turn his^^Prpflian Majefty wa$ a^hi 
delivered from the powerful- diycpfionomade to his 
armf$ by the Rufliians in feybur , of Auftda. . iHe 
had na tropps to fpaft-e for the defence of his ter-* 
jitpiries. invaded, by th^ French^ a(id.tQjgive them 
Jaattle. .Wherefore the French marlh^ i;evelled 
with impunity in thei.-opcnrcountryl meeting with 
tK>;oppofition, and after a. long blockade reduced L:>i....:/ 
jGuekkrs to furrender by famine ""j on the 14th cfc^ptiiivs 
Auguft. The whole . country was ,t)ow left ex* ^^^ - %-. 
.p(^'to the enemy, a^a^far as Magdeburg, and 



• • » .♦ 



Ppv^tq Tupport the regu]b^n$j(he:fa«d nifijeiil^t a fucc^ 
for, in caf^ of a vacancy on the tbronet It is moll; probable 
that thcj wanted fubfiftcncc. .. .% -^ , 

o By ciipitttlatiooy which permitted thcgarrifon .to v^^ 
jOutwithlxQQoitrsofiwa&.aad.tobe efcorted to>Bedin. But 
van& »{ them de(crte4 before they arrived. «t Cologn. . 

' • tKe 



4»»f tut nU^tRAL Pititoi^'i o# 

At Jit Hit ftv^rHH^ 1^ Mppiikm^ir kM itdtWed b^ 
<7t7- tinr-Empflefi Qpeeti f^ i He ^nttcbcd vtR^-AlKiHttlA 

Swedes iii» diaftife tht^ Swedoi^ wh(9:)liiid pCfiecxMtd fhW 
]^^^ Prdffin Pocnenmiat joft befoul the vMtsx of ih« 

%%Xhe)3iippdifi»i;gKnend' piibUflKdwikuinifiiftdio 

juftify this unexpeAed inddxtracaduiaiyifiirafoit) 

. . ^ lath^ «in»a£ the K^ ofjS«odeo> ftnkigfottb^ 

Minifefto. ^^Tkatfaii Migefty in qiialky of guarantee itif the 

H txMty of iWeftpiuaia;rfaDliklinoc eaccdi VmMi 

^idomittiintvwdMiiiriflon ^ite Duchy df Ike 

^ Anterior Pomeraiiia^s;biifig::jfey Jiidi g^^ramt 

^ t^AffA (6 Ibe Tigilaflt^iii' the fappott of the 

^ cmfiinicioofi of t^e 'Biiipirer at that time iti^ 

^ fillip 0^ xxbfiahi fiick fikM^lon ai the fhmi 

«« of the Emj^ vihkh'hac) fafftr^d injui^, Hm! 

tfajuft nght toeiE^, and to r^fittre them 'the 

^^ peao0, ^irfMoh had beel^ ittlftifig^d by thevtolal^ 

♦* tkm of the 6id treaty «f' Weftphalia/* ^ 

Anfwertd To whicb his Pitillki) ^Majeftf tepliedVa^ 

\L *^® £ iprovcd i» It moft convitu^ .manner) ^ That thfe 

F^la. oowa i)f Swedtiy couldnot^lpiAn ady legai^ fboii- 

datioo^ Hfmf thingf CD^4iiiMcbttrge, ^to mike k 

appear that he had really difturbed the peace of 

WeltphMiaK aftdtojcHtfcd hh'valftt^> magiftVatesi 

» - 

« ' 

t She iminnediately received 200,000 crowni frOili Ckiti^ 
ixA la Marckb. 

' ^\ Bf his CenHraf Aianteatfei, who had a coinmaiid cif 
u,poo meiiA Fomeranik, to coter St^dn from any furpme.*' 
-^ * and 



^ttt LAtE WAR. 4i$^ 

I^Ay W ttgitd tor tilt Sw^lh decHfadM), Kot tt> '''^* 
preferv^. their fiddikf « and adidgimce toHnm theif 
lawful Sovertigp) upon the penalty of inciiinrin^ 
his moll irig<Mr<^ iiid^ '■- '^ iv . k 

\ The Swtfdilh army cdttfifted ^df ia^bOd^ men, sn^^aff 
under Count ' Hamikon > but aa foon as M. fcfchw^ ^*«i»j« 
waldfoMdd.kimlelf.iltUb^rtf, he det^abfaetfitf^dDO 
metii laiKi^Y Fi&ice.Geoitge of ii^^ ,! 

into £oiiieraiaia» add fb6n a^ir Mowed*i<rft}lr thtfi 
hit o/hi4 artfiy. Hd' not. only ricbi^ertdthd - 
^Uiitry they tiiad felzed on, buk fwis\^ iheM aW&jT 
^ addid ^0 his tM&txH domihions all $wed!fli 
I^omerania, excqft jke fortified town of ScmP 
lk)d*^; and wish heavy eontributiotfj tiiade Aid 
Duke of 'Mecklenbutg repent ^ UsalHahcef 
aj^ainft his Pruffi^^i Mijtffty.. Thus en<fed lAe 
Sii^edilh camp2%i, who without one badb^ loft 
half thdr men by,ficknefa» defertion, •ftb.:^ 

^ How to repmr the ruinous fiate of bit tenrftbriei 
in Weftpb^ waa mote than hi toiAd &rdee; 
could there be found ttO way to prev^nrac net- 
trality. for Hanov<;ri and to prerail with the aUies, 
diat had been dUarmed at Gloftar Seven; to re-i 
enter the ^eld. With tho(0 views fak Pruffian' 
Majdfty, a$ feon aa he was appriized of a'cbnven«> 






' Th^ Swedes did ^xpcft to be joiaed hjr yifioo Francis 
and 6000 Meckknbergm: bmM. Lel^ii^]fattiii|cbe UfW 
ift time pre? eated tlu» jonftioii^ and reduced the Swedes to 
Ittch traits, that their General was afraid o( ^eiia^^'r^i^pd to 
the neceiBty of die garrifon of Pima ; as appeah £fom his 
iHQ»atAeftdMa-coiirt: ' • ; .' ' ^ 



.tion 



^1$ l-HE GENERAL Hlf T^QRY of 

A» ^ tion-wittihe French Marlhal, wrote the^blkwing 

^^^' manly and pathetic letter, with his QwnJiand^ td 

his Britannic Maicftyw. . ,. . ' .' .• , /*. • ,, 

'• • - • ' . « ^ • • • 

2 , , J ^ . ♦ a ^ .,, . , r , • , . - 

King of -* T J"^ nowhcar ttjat the bufinipls'Q^ a neutrality. 

S(iii9^- dropf)e(C|i ,. Can yopr, Majefty havf . fo Ijnlf . con-, 
Si::i*A;ft!n<*'iapd; ficmnp^^ as to :6tA^.uT;^f;fl^i^.;ct(y{k^ 



conven 
lioii. 



M^efty purpoles ^o^t^k?, .and^.that which you 
have made me take< X^ ^^e tKe ,.caqfe of all 
the ixu$&rtunes tIiAt,arf ready XQ fall ubQn.me. I 
never would have brolfco rpy alliance with France, 
but for ypujr fair prqmifes. . L fcpjeijt'Hqt pfmy^ 
treatj with your M^jefty 5 * but do not rfbaoiefuUyv 
abandon me to the mcrey of my . aaemies, after, 
having' brought upon/ me all .the, powers, pf Eu*-. 
rope/ I expeft that -your Majefty' yyill .rcmembet' 
your .engagements^ renewed the\26th paft, and 
that .j*ou, will not Jiftcn^to ^ny ^erieagement in- 
which i am not jronppr^h^ijded." . .. 



Mr ■' ) 



I . > i f 



T 
I 



. .His Britannic Majefty, in anfwerto this letter^ 
ordered the following declaration to ba cpnimuni- 
cated to all foreign miniftersrefiding at the Bri* 

tilh court, on the i6ch of September. 

4 ■ ■ ' • • (. 1 

^▼^ HE King having drttered an accednt^w be 
*** gi^cli him of the^Veprefthfations of 'M.*' 
Michell/ in relation to fomc overtures made by 
his Majefty's' eleftoral minifters , concerning tte^ 
r , checks 

4 



.1 
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£& Briunnus Mftjeftfy ki i^uaKty of Eledor of 
Hwoyer^ idid ftlib apply^ by the following re« 
Qif rkidMi^ fDcnv>rialy to the Diet of the Empiie^ 
&» relief aad r4di«& in the diftifiSKl condiiion of 

Voii.IL , pa h9 

2Q 
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* , tut L A T E W A R. i 4iy 

$JlP^s rrCiiiVfid ifi Gerimny, hath comttunded, A.B. 
that anfwer be given to the King of PrulSa'a mi- *^^/^* 
tiifter. That it never was his Majefty's intention, 
j^UjUn fiMd Qiiffreirts, .made without thfc^t)|rtict- 
jpation <)f ik^ ^riciih opMociW: Aiould have the leail 
iofiu^fUQtion his Majefty's <iondvA, aa King. : His 4 

])44<fly ' A»s^ ifi. the i«me light .as before^ tjie per<- 
^idoHseffeiSlfi of tke ii|^on> betwecsn the cOurta of 
y ienpa aiHl Vt r&iUo9» which threabeo a (vhy^Rw 
of ?hc, whole fyft^m .of public Jibcrty* and rof ilip 
^apefi4fln<;e 9i the, Eyropcan;.p0we«, H€ coi^ ^ 
iid^r^ Its a fatal cpnioquence of this dMogfroiM 
connexion, the cefllon made by the coUrt of Vit 
fAna.pf ihr p^its of theNdtheiiaads to Ffance^ 
foi^t^^ry: to t^s f»ith of t{i; m9& iol^mn crei^ti^s $ 

fheifH^wTs of ariRS, ]»i$ M#(ty. 19 d*Kfrawjxi tft 
adt in/f 9!a0;ai3it <:^Qert with the King of pr«l]iai 
in en)p}9y¥)g *? ^^ j^aciQp? HKajis to frjjt 
ftr^tte ri^^.M^pft »nd opprefliyle .def^na of thm 
coRipuM^eneigiqs.i apid the King. Qf.Pria9ia.miiy 
' ffl\}ra higifelf that the Britifh ctown.will cwdiiniie 
to fynl&h ^Uh fihie,,greatdt .j^fifluidityi its en* 
g)Etgfn^en(s wM^h hia Pruflian Majefty^ and to fup- 
p9tj ^Hn ^th firmnefs and yigour» 

WkUeliall, Scp.16. ^ HoLDifRKfEistv ' 



4i8 Thb GEKE^lAL HISTORY or 

A. D. his EleSoral dominions iovaded and kiitd by ih^ 
'7*7- French. '. 



» *; 



-* 



., ^ ^ *« np H E diffcreflces, lays the -mettlort^if^ 

Hanover*t '^ arifen Dctwecn the crowns of £nKiana. 

SoISTSyct and France had Jfcarcc been followed by fonie Kdf- 

of the Em- jaities_ when Ae l«ter loudly threatned to be re- 

venged for the fame on the Electoral domirtiont 

of his Britannic Majefty; and the preparations 

then made on the Rhine and the Mofelle, toge*, 

ther with the various motions of the French, were 

• more than fuflicicnt to prove the reality of that 

potentate's defigns. 

*« While matters ftood thus {i. e. towards the 
autumn of the year 1 755) the King of Gfcat 
Britain had no Eledoral minittej at the court of 
Vienna: however, his Majefty amicably expreffed 
his fcntiments to that court by the mouth of Mr; 
*- Keith, theBritilh minifter-, reprefcnted to her the 
jdanger to which his German dpni^nibns and the 
vhole Empire were expofal, and demanded the 
fuccours ftipulated by the treaties of alliance and 
guaranty that fubfifted between the two courl;9. ^ 
*^ They could not miftake at Vienna the grcat- 
ncTs and reality of the danger, nor difown that 
it would be unjuft, to involve, in the war, the 
ftates of the Germannic body th^thad no interdt 
In the difFcrcnces above-mentioned, and to moIeU 
or trouble fcveral' other confiderable provinces ^ 
Germany by the nwrch of armies 5 but thcfe re* 
prdCeDtauons were fruitlefs^ . Far fr^m feeing t^ . 
^performance of the ^romlfes of a real fuecour, 
. . . • *- arid 
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ttlici tfifc glarahtj^ of his Britannic Majefty*s Eleci- A» D* 
foril doittinibns, fie coUld not even obtain from ^^^"^^ 
the Etopifd dfehortatpry refcripts tb the adjaccilt 
circles, in brdfer tb |>reWnt their favouring thcdc* 
figns of lu-ahfe, ai^d giving her a|fe . ' ^ 

** In the nrtean while thti dahger greatly increa^ 
td z France fetit^ to Berlin an envoy extraordinary^ 
charged, no dbU^j to* induce^ if^poffible, the 
King of Pruflia to difturb bn his part the Elefto* 
fate of \Hanovef t ^t the lanie fitiie ftifc went on 
with her preparations, and Continued her ^enaCes | 
and it*was but too plainly perceived, the appi^oach* 
ing winter was the only caufe that prevented faei^ 
tarrv|ng^ them into execution* This is a tru^ 
accoftht of tTie iitu^ition of affairs at that time* 

/*flft th^ ponth oif February 175^, tlie King 
df Gfe^at Britain, after ai ihort ncgoiciation, con- 
cluded a treaty with the King of Pruflia, the 
drift of which was only to maintain the general 
Iranduiflity of Europe i* to fecurc. In particular^ . 
the repole pf Germany, notwithftanding the diffe* 
Irent^s fubfifting between the courts of London 
and VerfailleS i to ufe the litmoft endeavours ort 
both fidei, towards hindering. their relpedtive allies . 
fcotd Undertaking any thing aig^nft the dominion^ 
b^ eithfcr oT the Contracting powers j in ffiort^ 
** 1^6 Join their forCes^ in order to preferve the 
** tranquillity of the Empire^ and to oppble the 
'••^paffage of foreign troops, fn cafe any power^ 

under any pretext whatfoever Ihould Inarch an 
*^ ^fmy Into Germany, to difturb its cepofe/^ 

D d a " Thii 
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A. D- « This taaqr, fofh as it is hfire r^preieptt^t 
•• moreover provided for tb? fafety o£ ^l tjie 4o-^ 
** minions jyhich her InriDenal %nji Jj^oyal M^e/ly 
•• poflcffcs in the Empire, and thofc which belpng 
*• thereto •," nay, the 'Auftrian Netherlands h^4 
?ven hNeci) ^xprefsly hamed therein, ba^ not his 
Pruffi.4n Majcfty grounded the eyccptiop 9f thofc. 
t)rovince$ upon .an iinajnfwerable firgument, naqiifs- 
ly, "Th^t in all the treaties which he himfelf ha(| 
*• concluded with the Empreis Queen, » be pever 
<« guaranteed the Netherlands •,'* fo that in treat- 
ing with a third power, Ije could not farther cjc- 
tcnd his engagements in favour, of the Emprgfe 
Queen. . . 

** The more the King flattered himfclf ^hat th? 
Emperor, as head of the Empire, would applaud 
this treaty^ which aimpd at nothing bUjt to ^curc 
' the;^tnpire committed to ht$ care^ from a danger 
whofe confequences might be eafily forefeen, the 
more did he hope that the Empreis Queen wpul4 
acknowledge the fervice he. rendered to the terri- 
tories, which that Frincefs pofiefles in Germany ; 
at leaft, his Britannic Majefty might reckon thdt 
theGermannic body would think thennfelves usK^er 
ibme obligations to him, for the care he tqok ^ 
hinder Germany from beco,min^ again the theatre 
of war, and to fecuro its tranc|uilUty^ as that QjT 
his own dominions. ' 

• • • # ■ 

*.* Neverthelels, ihis' treaty was ibarf;ely ppi)* 
lifli^d, lyith that franknefs and candour, wbicti 
alwafis sj^company upright, innocent^ and mili- 
tary ia&s, than fome peopk began to put finifter 
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conftrn^ons upon* it, and to give otit, tliat it ^'-A 
tcemcid with fcfcrcft deiigns rrfi^ftitig^^ifgfch 'kd 
oth^i^ matters'. ." *^ • 

^ Hfs Majiff/s' patfiptte ftn^enes oogfit to 
havfc bfetfn bettri- Known: fefrtimcntsr wfirclfe ntvtt 
itjfle^ej Hiw {<y itt<!u%b any partial v5cws, dthcf 
in (ioMc^ o^ itfi^iouis jffaits : they^cotird not 'but 
knowv tliatt oil all occaffions fat bar h^d stn' e^e to 
the mamtenancfc of thfe Gerrrianirfc fyftcm and 
tonftitcrtSohs^ a!hd that hrhas gtveh reiterated and 
iiitttntei^iBfc i>r6dfe tfifereof. They ebtilij not 
titerefot^," withotrt injufticc, fufpe^ his M^tiSj 
if having^ cfcHfi^ns, or Being incfined to tike ftepSi 
tlfrat rtitghr cttit^ iroubifes iti the heart of the Em^ 
ptrc; 'of whiiA hcfls^ hittifelf one* of ttiepi^ndp'al 
membeif^, and ^tik int erdlfs have* ever been fd 
• (dfe^ tohim^- ilht fcirie feits ago he f^fed neither 
his tJreafbtes, hot* his' troops, nOr even' hi^ facfed 
|)erfoni to* dcfiVet it fr6Ai' rhe^ ihvafioii of *i«' ene- 
mies. His Britannic Majefty nevertfreldls* djrf not 
h^iitate to infof rti- the hekd ahd the me'nibers of 
die Eiiiplri 6f t^d full' cofttertts of th6 iteitfh^ 
tad receMy xiSncMia'y Mti^ to thtr irtfbrMa- 
doii, fueh' 4eci'aJlifiO'fts, ii'vMic St to remove every 
the leaftid** Of i'0ff>icibri and' difliruft. 

** Atf th^'.^drtd k^oWs, tftat foon after,.,"*, e. 
May I, if^e; the Eifi|>V6fs* ' t^ecA notw^hftand; 
)bg,' (fonduded hot only a ne'utranty convention^ 
Jburadlb ^ treiitir of uni<Sh and friendlhljp;^f/«»<i^<i^ 
dit&rtfive, with the ytry. crown with which his 
M^eny, as King 6f Qi^t' Britain, w^s in opeii 
W»F, andwirichtbt^^tiidd to Orfy fire arid fword 
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A-D. into his .EjcftoiisJ dominions. ,. To ^ppfjaigpgc, 
^^^^' this SXfVy h34 been long bef<vc mcdi^ted^ ^ 
had already been a confiderab^e mme on (beai^H,^^ 
" Ti? likcwifc wcU knQwn^ that as . fojODi^ Jthi*^ 
treaty was ponclude^, jealoufics h^gg^ , J^ >*bre^ 
out l^twcea » th^ . EcpprcA Que^n ^ the ICl^g qf ^ 
PmCQa, and that they at ialt ei>de4jiR .^J9^ 
war., .which Qccaiipned bisj^ruITiaQ ^laj^% t^jM^t 
tcf the Eie^owe of S^op^y apd Bohcmj^ ^,. ^^ ^ 
*• Jt is morepycr .pi|[bUcly . known, tb^t tbq .Kifig ^ 
' was ^abfolutely jgnor^t. of t)ie King of Prulfia*^ 
catering S^ony I tbat^ his Britannic Maj^^did 
not heai;iOf it till after the event ^. t^at ,he d^te^edl^^ 
the hoftilities that brqke out ; that he advifed the 
contrary 5. that .he \0{sk nO; parjc» ,9or. yrould bq 
^ concerned. in if, and tl^^t he.woujdfimploy all.Jtu4 
force, and bend his c^re;. tp keep foreign t^oopg a(; 
a diftance froni his countf-y. an(| the, terri^pries.a^? 
ja^entji and to feevre. bis German dominions froni 
the thrpatnpd dangpr^. 

*' In this (train did hifi Majejfty fp^ak by/!^i,^ 
jninifters at Vienna* RatilbQp, and cv^ry w^rp clfe; 
this WA?: the fole snd.pf his deliberations^ apd, of 
the nieafyres he tpoki without concqrniijg lum(elf 
with what was doing j|n Sao^ony . and Bohcfnia*, 
It was i^i confeqyeppe of 'thje fa,pie^ "PQPYF* that 
the King voted for.^e- mediation cf ;^the Epipjrp^ 
and for , reftoririg 'the t/anquillity . of permany^ 
y^hcn the affair was l^jTid. before thepyev,. be<;m|lQ, 
hi^ Majefty was convinced, .that this ^peafure wa^ 
, the eaficft and the fittcft 'to bring about the refti* 
tution pf Saxony, ,and ^he countricf dcpemtng.^^ 

,^ — . it* 
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tC| and porhi^ps indemnifications tbo; wfiertai the ^' ^- 
Other means that pl-eviiiled have prodbo^tnbthiitg 
(as dire experience haS ftiewn) but a-Sortibfeeflfi- 
fionof bfbpd, v^ich thedievaftadoh knd ruin of 
TO^y dates and i^fKKre^t fubje£b; ner c^n .V9€ 
yet . fonriee when tha»- will be :afl end of tfwfe • 
dreaitfu] icalamitiesi \^. : ' : 

** It is true, that a nbutralfty was ptopofed : 
to the King, partly immediately from the dwjrt 
of V Viennaf, aiid, partly by the mediation of Denr 
maric; but fuch conditions werecacked to^THis 
neutrafity, as rendered the acceptance impofliUek ^ 
They Mfould have bad his Majefty give the 
French a fre^ paflage through his dominions \, to 
fvlrnidi thofe troops with provifions, forage^ and 
w^^gons> ifgr almoft '^nothing ; and this at a timo 
when .his Majefiy oould icarce guard his fubje(£ta 
againft a famine. They infifted upon his putting t 
Hamelen into their hands \ they wanted him to 
confine his troops within a narrow circle in Uig 
own dominions \ they infifted^ that they ihould be 
kept there ala)oft like prifoners 4^ war: in ihbrt, 
they would hav*- deprived him of the libercy of 
marching a fingle man from one place to another, 
without the confent of France; 
. *^ During the negotiation relatiVe to dus neti* 
trality, France not only marched the fuccour of 
%£^ooo nrrep, ftipulatcdby her treaty with the 
Emprcfs Queen, but alfo fcnt dirdSIy into Weft- 
phalia an army of 80,000 men. 
; ^^ The King's army remained till the end of 
April in quarters of cantonment along the We-* 
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A^D. {et\ but dwr Fnench, by esorbkfcnt ddfflSndS^'of • 
provifions and waggons, whieh fai" eic^eeddl the 
faculties of the country, having ratified t%e cfouAif 
of Bcntheim, pitched upon the '€ity • of Mufiflef- 
fora place of armsv marched Atom alf phtts .M> 
Mttods that city* and tbefjBby e*iaeed thitr defi^ ' 
upon his Majefty's Elcftoral dortiiritet^ j He tbeti - 
ckrfed th^jurmy of bbfervatiferi under khe Duke of 
OutttberlMd lo crofs the Wcfer, and to advancfe 
as- ftt M Rittberg, BieJt^Id, and Hervoerderi:' 
n«v«rtheleft, the King catjfed thfe tiitift ftdeorn de- 
clarations to be giyert every wher^, thW he-kw vtry 
fkr-froto intending to a<a oflfenfively againft any of 
hrs c5-eftates of the Empire, oil even ^nft 
i^rahcri and that he had no other vievrff than to • 
f6€ure from invafion, with thp help of the Ai- 
mighjcy, bis own dominions, and the tefrittoies 
of the neighbouring Princes. 
^■f*-- T*e events that followed ve toci WeH krt6wn 
t& need a'r-edral here. ' , 

♦' The principalky of Eaft Fri^aand, aboaf 
which his Maj*fty has a fuit depending in the Aulic' 
Council againft t*re King of Pr uffla, h*sb«enat*' 
t«dt«d.»nd cottqsewd, and its infeabitamS obliged' 
to fwear allegiance to the Emprefs Queen. 

** The coMntries of Hefle CaffcMwvfc bfcen fn- 
wied by a body of 1501 20,000 then, and-wrdl-- 
cdfroxn their lawfol mafter, who hath beehxoa. 
ftrained to take refuge at Hamburgft. • . 

** At the fame time another body df FttiKh: 
troops- m«d« An irroption aa. the Upper WeJbr, 
took Mundeii, ijottiogen, Nojdhei«, flatjcteg^ 

fen. 
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fihi, IfecfcfiSnindeiS, Uffat, ^lid' fiitiibeck, catife4^ A^D^i 
•atle^nce to be fwonrt cxfefjr where to tile kiAg of "^'^^ 
FiAnce, l6d|^ their fitk In the' Ij^ft (jhiii^hfes,' 
^*tor&d ithmenfe qtrAnthles of pfovifibiis and 
^g8?**5^> <>n the leaft ddiy plhndered whole vll-' 
lige^, itidi-tfettcd the rti^^ftrates, and (to give 1 
(ketch of French, niilitafy ejteirUtion) reduced' 
cfther Tiflages to alhes, wafted or burnt the fields^^ 
and thereby deprived the wretched inhabitants of 
the Very hc^e of 'the rich i:r6p the land promiied* 
* ^*In the theirt' tilhii' the main body ; bi^ . tlitf 
Fterich^artfiy paffed Hhe 'Weft^ ifl fet«er^r pVaces, ' 
re^aff^bled again, and Aeh'di4w nrcfar the titig^tc 
jirmy erf obfervation, which,! on account of ?a* 
pftferiky Jft ftortbers, was bbligcd to retire into 
tht Botmif ie4 of Bremen and Verden. 
^ w The to*Wft of Hameltrt ftfl into the enemy's 
liand, and Hanover (hared the Jfame fate ; flnce 
which time the French army arbitrarily cxaft con- 
frfbtttioniV i^forifioni, fiin^. Waggons, &c. with 
i Higfr hiridi thif Wzc upon all the reVenuie^^ 
i/tid ^\i the pttMlc ttioniiy% hi a Word, they difpofo 
Af thef whole eotintryf juft as they pleare. 

« The teitieoriei of Wblftnbattel have th Hke 
manner been invaded arid occupied, and they have 
Jfeft the 'btike's family rioriiing but thd cattle of 
Bhnkenburg to refide in; 

^ It is (3ear from this narrsttion^ which may be 
tuthentically proved, that the liing did not afc 
$smble his troops, nor tfioife of his allies, with a 
view to aft opnfivtff againfS any power whatever \ 

but that hi$ Majcfty's fole aim was, to fccure, ' as 

far 
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A*D. far^as p(>ffible^ liu domifiioM and tboie of Hi* 
'^^^' allies^ froor tiokace and uajaft pftitenfions. AiUl^ 
though div'ne Providence has not been pteaftdto 
icoond fuch juft aod equieable views, the K^ng has 
ycc'tke confelatioa df bdngpeifuaded»' that the 
ilqis te has beei> obliged to take^ will be approved 
* by every impartial inan« -. ♦ ^ 

^\ HisMajefty Qacters himfelf* thai^ hhco^at^iS 
off he Eoipiret «id tb« V^y^^ ^^ have at hieatrt'. 
the roftoration of the Germannic tf'anquiUicy; and, * 
the. fupport o£the fyftem oft|ie Empire, wtll • 
think Qf applyiqg the 4{«edi«ft I'emedies to prtf^* 
ceedmgs eqtuUjr harlh and undieferved, and put*; 
tingan end to an.o^poQtidn, lorhich n^naces GeF«- 
many Md all Eorope with the liioft cfifoi^ con* 
fequences; ftnd thit*they mH' ertdcavour to pro^^ 
cure the King fatislaQion adequate to tb^e dMi^iges - 
be has fuHained/' . - ' v^ 

M.p.A» Hfl tbcmean,time^M..4eR^^^ , 

Jlfjtli «- ing i^in^fclf with e«9e|3ive,ppntr\butions,, and the 
gard to the plunder of ^the countries^ wbiqh .Mi4 exppfed; to. 
thTcon. his arms \ wjiairiag hig foit gi>e c9nfpiBie^ ofti vic^ r 
mention. ^tQOBfC^ by ibe{incyBt.efU6l f(ad barbai^ousmeaos* 
Hp patd.no- regard ' to the conditions of the con-^ - 
YCntkinfi biit pni^ttfedierel^. ^airt,, and tfied every 
expec&env ^onghf ever fo- ttnjuil and barbaixius^ 
Eiicouragr tcf'fifl his cbflffers^. \ti wMch hc v^is but too much, 

court. cogrt.^p the artjjplea, of; ^egonycttfipn j wbaj^-* 
pC(^d that 9A/.aimy^. pcnnird iiptoaa >that.ac Stade : 
was^ fhould have ^rrendef ed at * difcretion^ . lut 
4 leaft 
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l^pn CQodition. not to ferve duriiag^ths war A.-D«7 
3gp|inft Fraacp an4 her allies, and infilled on dif-^ *'*'* 
arming the auxiliary troops upon returning inta 
thfir own country ^ and therefore' feem^ more'/ 
willing to provoke the allied army to refund tkeir 
arm$9. that the infringment of the convention 
pight be thrown upon them» than to comply with 
th^)«9f«ia of the ftipulftted craTcntion^ On the 
other, iide, - the HamyvGriane wm diiappoih tod In 
their^expcAa^olis,; By laying down their arms - 
it was their opiniont that hi^ Majefty's Ele&oral 
dofa^igipn^ wpuid jiaM.beii^deUv^d by a formal 

yeatyi fr^pi.^ E^fflf h wiYaders,.and bayeobtauned 
the advantages of a neutral ftai«v But cheir hc/Sk 
tile vificors took every ftep to fecuj6 their abode. 
They continued to extend their ^pnquefts. They 
enlarged the;r dema^d^. They changed the very, 
form of government * ; and they, in defiance of 

the 

• The autheiftk ttocunHnts of fbi Trench etdwdnifiratlon^ in hit Met'* 

jejl/s Gepman dommdm. 

One Gantiir; a fatmSr from Paris, having arrived ^ Han* 
dver fomeda^s tefore^Chilft^as, and there fixed his office, z 
decree of council of ihe King of France, appearedi dated l^tie 
1 8th of October 1757^ th^> tenor of which is. as follows : 

r The Kieg having .charged Jean Paid)r; ptiaeh of ^Pai^Si,^ ^ 
to uke. iipoa him tho r^cciptt and ad9iif|i||ratipn, , of «B ^ ^ 
duties and revenues, belonging tq ^is IVf.ajeily iiti^ Eledor^t« 
pf Hanover, conquered from the King of England, EledUnr. 
of Hanoyer^ ^nd bring to account all fuch perfons as have had 
l^e receipt* and admiiiiilration of them, fince the conqueil of 
th^ Et^dorate^of Hanoirer ; and all )^<^ who, before tha 
Sl^orat^^ff JHMomani^'hc ^er^fionqooind coimtries paff> 

ed 
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*'^'^' m diferih irttf cnRate both the ?(rttty arid the 
pt6p\i, '■■'■■■■■■■■■ 

tt 

ed under his Majofiy^s dominion, were employed In iht di« 
r^dion and receipt of tbe revenues of the country, for all the 
iUtt!^ they-fhall h'si^e' recdv^, aYtd^ttf teciivt of tfteW the Omi 
Aie:fof.tle vitue <tf tftc^VlilMfe^i'aAd' ^ Kii^^dS^Be/ii^ 
mfiift *thizt titf letters patent, fbded and rei^ered^i fha^hn 
ifiued forth, fhe-faid Faidy bd puc into poffib%n of tbedl- 
leflioa, Receipt, and adminiilration, of all the revenues aA4 
4'uties in the £le£torate of tlanover, conooeVed /rom the King 
6f England,. Elt^aoiif of K&td^r, hdtkiA€ tiini tiey' haV^ 
fteett fukjeaddf ie his- M^tRfr^h U hlyMkjW^^^ ^V tHat m 
r4cei|>W dve6bikfti, ^ timvifymm',.o( all; ihe revemel 
ivhatfoever, be ia the hands qi ;^e.(aid Je^ Faidy, or othitri 
appointed b>.him; and, for, ^at.purpofe, that aiJ4>e papert^ 
relating to the receipt, dire£tipnj'andmaintiain4ncp of the iaid 
dlititi and rt vctfuc!^; be dttiVered^ t6' Kfth' by ' t&^ife; iri- Whott 
'Mlod)fiaii«ertftey.i^airbd mind. It- is^m 'mjdl^'i 'will 
fliU order, that all thofe, who have been employed in the re- 
ceipt and dircdliou of the faid revenues, under what title fo^ 
eM,.beVobiieed''t6'deifvertothe fiki' Jettii- Faidy , ok<hi» at- 
tornies, upon their ^tng rece^, ihc accounts they hav« 
given in,f.their regifters, land-rools, and other deeds-, by vir- 
tue whereof they have received and colleded the diicies and 
rdvcnqes of the preceeding ffovereico, and that th^ faid re* 
ceiver,s ihallaccoUn^ for what they have received, and Ihall 
pay the luros ftill remaining due from them^ under pain of 
MJin^ M)15jgfed thereto bf'ti^ dtcfihdry methods* nftd in the 
K\t^ reSretttstt xa6^- dff^ni hi^^!^^ faid 

Jean Fai^' tb^'i-emcyire- the iVddiverl?/ ahd afl'o^er perfons; 
V^oHraUhiavebeei! employ eH'm'aiiyp^pf tDedh-eftioD, re^ 
tept, and adinihi^hmon, of tfit (kid duties: and* remmes; 
'»id ttp (daoe others in tih^ii^ room, his Majeify rtkttmg 6 
bimfiBi^'tUepdwer of oiddring' the' vottdMi^s^of tiio^b^in eRi« 
jpfeymtQt who waf i>9(yt0tao^^ t^'^f t^ikibi\ sdMtopra^ 

vide 
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J^w^^fJnrf^^crmc^^^nj^n^u^e^^h^fl»f,f9^lrt ^[^ 

of IvQndOifHk.BE .^fc.jppV* in ^cbaJjC.. ! H^n^ '^^^ 

I * over 

hiLvp p^M, u} t^^,c nv^n^ier ^c Jball j^d^^ prfftiir :,]Nl^]^e% 

^i&ch ^M ^ BwfoM» ^i^<i ^^ ^^? tntri^Mi Hr4w 4f 
f^ccpcdmg gpvpj^j^ w'u^.ffiif9fs^ i^l^t to t\k$ iev3en«pf 
|)f thf E;fs^«c qf H^^f^^, «r li^f that itwy Wcafw W 
p)^,tp cofiAj|^uiu^t« (b« fmti t9 die Aid Jean Faidj* jmd ^ 
^divfr /Hit))i(n|jc cQpift pf ftU t)i# papers he ikill defire to h§.Yfi^ 
yind^9!9^ m^qmpUAn^ iiAderpaio of difobedieniee ; hii.Majel^ 
^k li]|^ m^mAT pfderi^ voder the fame penalties, diat .the mftf 
gifti^fie» Q^ die ii^WQft d)|tciAi.#ttd commonldities, (kc .Ibidl 
deUvpr» upon the firft w^aifitipA of the faid\ jeaa Faidy. ^^ 
ipatfs, <^x|i6rd. |>y them> of the produce of is ycAn, reck- 
pi^ng from the iftof JaQUary 175 1» t9the4aftof Dcoemhel 
i7j6| 9f 4ie de>tie0 aod^jreveiAies. Which the faid' tovi^ns; ditr^ 
ftrijElSf, coiQipoiiafeie^^ andftateyaiein pofleffioa*ofi.thatil^)r 
likewi^ deliver (0 the faid |eao Faidy, eftinates of ^e fumt ' 
they fiiaU Mre paid 10 the precediag Sovereign during ^ 
fyii fixyeari, iPAd ^mT the charges neceflarily ancemd dering 
the faid term, independant of the. /lims tfaay hare paid : if ie 
his MaieftY's ^mention and wijl* that the f#id J^an Faidy be 
put into the poiTeinon of the houfes, offices^, jf^A ^VfGls^ hi« 
thertp ipaje ^fe of. in the management of the revenues^ With 
the direOion whereof he is charged^ payment being made to 
the proprietors fpr rent upon the CE>oting he and they Qiall 
agree : Bis Majelly Ukewife orders^ that all thpfe ,who are ac- 
tually employed in the mana^e^nent of the reyenue^ of the 
EleCiorate. of Hanover, afte^r having been aatborifipd hy .the 
faid Jean Faidy, (hall continue to a^ withQu^ l^eing qblig^ to 
take any new oaths, 9jiA that ^lofe, who (hall come in upon 
a frefli eftftbliihipent, iha)l be, admitted without any charges 
to .take the oi^th, ii^ difcharge the duty of the eniplpy- 
ments, to which they fliall he named, upoo^ the fimple pre- 
Icntation of thefud ^ean Faidy: his Majeiiy orders, that all 
thefe, who ihall be accounuble and indebted to the duties and 
*. ^evewies. 
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t&cdireAion ud tdminiilration; wiA ^hidb ,tbf ^^J^a^. 
Ftidy it charged, (kill he itcqmttek aiid difchar^cxl to\^^d^ 
lib' Majdlf arid ali ttdiem. t>f!wlifatfbever thdy (hall bcjfbund 

Bttoniiei^ Sec^xif llk^acca«asi thay flii^l haiteglVen ia tttli^ 
time die/ (hall be balanced and acquiit^d;^ it is hk M^^^*^, 
will, that any difput^, that (hall artfc with regard to the gjCL-^ 
serai adminiftration of aH tk6 duties' and revenues, of the 
BUaoKite of Uaimren wherawitW the 6id Jean FaS^ is 
chiry^^ be brtttgbt beferc^ the imtsiktst zMd^caaktaO^i ^^ ' 
hai the dep«toics( of tl^ trntfiuMd* fptt^ty: and ndjodg^l ; 
by him, (aragan «peal.tQ hij Majcjtyyqooncil oi}^;>*i4. 
Majefty enjoins the faid intendant and a>m|nifrary of thf faid ' 
departnient; to fappoirt the cxecjtidd of die prefent decree', 
whkh (haH be <cQetetited, iidcwithi&ttding all opoofition andl 
biadrancds, .of whidi, if;tay froold happen, his Majeily te« 
fenret to himfelf ^ his council vt>f iC0giiiBaftCf, eadii^bi^a, > 
{he fame joall courts and judges. ,,.... 4 

Done ^t the Kmg*s council pf^jtetc^ held atXerfaiUaU^ 
" the iSihof Oaob^r, 1757. 

Si^ed EYNARD. 



Hcmaifca* ^* tppeiti from. % ^tcf and purport W thTs (fedee, that ^ 
the council of Verfailles was employed in framing it immedi^ 
atdy after the convention of Bremeworde ^ in4 the faid.dft' 
cr^e^ipplies. thy It was^ 

ment of the Eledof ate of ^anover, notwithflanding wha| 
ws^ exprefsly promifed by tjie ca|>itidaiion.ma^^th^ 9^ 9^. 
Auguft 1757,] upon the fiirrcnder of the wpital, anitl^t die 
adminiftration. herein jnemioned, with which the J^id.Je^ 
Fajdy is chargedj was to extend icielf to ,Ae CQUBtrieSa.y^^^ji . 
misii iireafter hi cpnquered^ „ . ,. 
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tion' of her ftreng^ ?g»nft w etioi^^.ijtfeiovet. ^l^* 
iqwt;& pofliflJQiv flfv their acqtqfi^ieps^-' whfaBirQti *""'* 
inside by force or fraud ; throws herfejf and hef 
caufi;, entirely upon Great Britdit ; when Ox had 
fyviiti tiKre M»tri 'n6''hopbs left of ii A^iAfitTf poT 
cHeM from- tHi; &yet of thc£iiipife: ;; ". '^,[ 
► , f ^ey v«?y juftiy, charged Qi^t.Entain., "wtKi 
the quu(i3| of. ctHW* wisfertuiMist)r ^ a<Sp yli «i covftitt 
Bikannic Mpjcfty ft* *kl i«ert«W4l5^ **K tt^ 
rMib*86b,' '^feid thfef,' that; a ^ /country,;^ wjiicti; 
fjiitc*! with' thofe advaot^ge$^l^a4Wpforts>jtha8 
are enjoyed by^ihe in|l).ieA<;e'Qf.^ft court, wbofe. 
Sofi^rfigD r«£dfii'inr !theliej^of^hiJ^fttlvedoisi^^^ 
nfcniBV' md IS nor tenAsimfied bjP iNiP^Bbhthidki^ 
efiomhirjrinterefts bf an advefilfiligy Kingdo^ 
ftibiild be rained $ecaufe It] h^ cqn^qfcended ip .. 
p^ with thofe bWiqgsi^ JDid moc ^Itaaevcry. thu 
▼ery^ Elcdoratei^zed m a haftUe manner by 4iie 
tiifcffikfe'«f Gf^tafirkaii^, gire':^ iRhg to Great; 
Britain, to maintain her laws^^iibertyariid religion^ 
wlftil4h^ were e«rfkngcr*d%^4 
ceffion ? And is Hanover to be tlius rewarded, 
for tbe refuge gfailtetd to Great Britain in her 
diiEUcfs, 'W-m'bt 5C^fi4>dled Ao-ptim fottk ]her 

o * ' , ' ■ - "* ' ' 

If fo,' this' confcffioA, mideby the^TOv^^^^ France KVcff/^ 
cakmbi bcK t>e c(^^<ifixfAs ^h'undeniabl^ poof/ th^^^^ faidf ; 
crdwtf hjU'a.prem^fiUted defign of making an iH tjTe ot the ' 
ctAktfoit of irpit, 'in order to proceed in taking pofleffloh of / 
the provinces they had nojc yet rd2ed upoii, \vhenthe* c^ilGUion 
of arms was conc!ud69,'and bring to ut^er deftrufllon tbo 
EleA6rtte''bf tfanoV^r; wtthoot leaving tlie forer^gn thereof 
any method of preferring ic. -**'^ v 

; • blood 



^757« 



A. p. blood ^nd trc^ure in th^ qwrr^Is of M^^ ? 
1$ ihe u> be ab^pdoned by t)ie wly p9!«^r |he hi^ 
ft juft light to fippry to for help ) whffn.d<^a4 chf 
protedkioo of the Gersiaomc Qodyi ill a fosfpimcy 
witli Fraoce? His Maj«fty by b^g the ^oikuaiM 
father of both people^ ought equally to hitftr tfaf 
voice of diftref^ frorfi an Hanoverian> as frotti a 
Briton^ And he :ha3 giveii a proof of this by 
leaving his Geni^annic covn&Jlori to.a&» a^t^ 
thought moft Gondvicive |o jhelr cjountry's imeif^^ 
at the i/Ltc convention % though it h&9 tkO\^ a^ 
cannot have tfiw ^find f fie£^, f^ long aa it i| 

■ * 

the intereft of France to maintain war agaiDft kU 
Britanoic Majrft^* The framers ofthea^ Cif 
fettlement kuew that their future Sovereign was M 
be9 and to remaii) EleAor of Hanover : that his 
being fo was one of their main inducements s amil 
tbac the liberties of England depended upon thofk 
9f ihr proteftant intere{l ui Europe* When was 
there a time to be more watchful for thet proaefttrtC 
intereit of Eurof^e, iJian at a ti«ne when (he Mvr 
tural antipathy .and the oppofu^ mvf&^ 0f Bw^ 
bon wd. Auftna b^vc uintqd„aoc| the A\riiQ.Cpu#H 
cil countena^^th th^jrmeafufes^ ia^i apprfwrcft .^ 
their hoftilities ? Can the warmeft anti-continental 
patriot in Great Britain aiErm» that the interefts 
gf l^over had immediately any concfFa ja 
lighting Up the preftnt war i Had« thp BianofV'* 

jians any concern in the American dilates ? Werp 

} .. * 

< See his MajefljrV declaration in anfw^ to die t^ng o^ 
ftoffia'iletteri kboye oh page 416, ,&gp%ii HMr^tJj^. '..;>» 

the 
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th« Hanoverians the primary objefb of Auflriao ^* ^* 
ambition^ or French invafion. We tried what '^^^* 
could be done by a neutrality, and by a convene Hanove-*^ 
tion^ both have failed us. The terms of the for- "*"^. ^^r. 

' mand aid 

nier would have been diftiooourable. The latter from Great 
expedient have configncd Hanover to fuffdrings, " ***** 
that could he infli&ed upon no other plea^ than 
that the Eleflor is King of Grea( Britain. For, 
it cannot be thought, that France would have 
nuarched 80,000 men acrofs fuch an extent of cocei* 
fortlefs territory, to attack an Ele&orate, that is 
guaranteed to the houie of Brunfwjclc by all the 
folemn .a£b^ ties and treaties, that can rendeit 
pofieflion fecure.. But while the enemies of Qreaif. 
Britain will not diftinguifti between the intereiU, 
of tlie King of England and the Eledtor of Haa-. 
over, as ieparate and independant, Hanover will 
always be the fu^erer^ though fhe gives not the 
li^ft provocation. 
/.':Therefpre in this diftreiled (ituation, into which Remarks 

tibcy had been brought folcly by their connexions duft If the 
with England, (as well as upon the faith of trea- ^^^ ^ 
tiej) the regency of Hanover demanded immediate gard toHa- 
^pcours from the BritKh nation. The court of "^^^' 
London did not pretend to controvert the juftice 
^f the Hanoverian plea : they did not demur at 
ibeir demand. But it was neceflary,and it employed 
our councils for fome time, fo to aid, fupport and 
deliver Hanover in its prelent diftrefs, as not to 
difable Great Britain from purfuing her own na- 
tional intercft, and from preferving that power, 
without which not only her allies, but herfelf % 

Vol. II. E c muft 
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A. D. mull become a prey to the ambition of France 
'7^7' It was therefore firft tried what might be eflfedted 
by pacific meafures. The court of Londo)i pro- 
pofed to extend the convention of Stadc or Cloftfer- 
Seven to a general armiftice, and to foiind tbereoii 
a negociation for a general peace.' But this cCuld 
not.be brought about. The French had got pof- 
fion, and they were determined to keep the fa- 
vourite of his Britannic Majefty in hand, to more 
advantage; while the fuccefs of their arms in 
North America promifed them more adequate con- 
ditions from the continuation of the war, than 
could be expeftcd by a precipitate peace. The 
licxt recourfe was to arms. In which the Han- 
overians were juftified by the breach of thcxoh- 
ycntion, in fo many particulars, by the French : 
and the Britifh nation was obliged to fuccour them 
upon the faith of treaties, and a principle of gi-a^ 
titude for the fufferings they bore on the account 
of their conneftion, with Great Britain : a connec- 
tion not of their own feekirig •, but follicited and 
made by Britifh councils. (See page 432.) 
ThciKrc Ffom thefe confideratious it was refplved, That 
fgiutions. ^^le Hanoverfan army, who had been denied the 

ftipul^tions, which they had a right to claim un- 
der the convention of Clofter-Seven, Ihould holi 
themfelves releafed from all obligation, on their 
part ; according to the example Ihewn them by the 
French •, and ftiould immediately aflemblc, refiime 
their arms, and fVand in the defence of their country 
againft all invaders. And it was farther refolved, 
to put in motion, maintain and keep together the 
'" ' ' ' ' army 

4 



. THB LATE WAR. 435 

army of obfervation, and to recorpmend a v i- ^ • ^• 
gorous execution, of this meafure to the^nfuin|; '^^^* 
Pfinlianjent: . 

His Britannic Majefty immediately nominated PnnceFer- 
and appointed Prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick, vefted with 
' (brother to the Duke of Brunfwick, and well re- command 
C9mmended for his military (kill by the King of 
I^ruifia) qommander in chief of this army, in tbe. 
pj^ce and ftejid of his Royal Highnefs the Duke 
of Cumberland^ who declined a command, in 
which he had not met with that fatisfaftion, 
ivbich is expefted by an adive, vigorous and vi- 
g^l^t conimander •, nor with a reception due to 
his abilities, and well-meaning endeavours. A 
circumftapce regretted by all the fenfible part of 
the nation, whp have always found hiqd a fteady 
and uncprirupied friend tp the intereft of. England, , 
pojflefled of the entire affedion of the ti:oops, and 
kpown to have beep a brave officer. 

Xbi? promotion was. followed with a declara- 
tioo of his Majcfty's motives for breaking thecgn- 
ventioii of Clofter-Seven on his part, as Eleftor of 
Hanover. In which was fct forth the naked fafts 
in the following words and order. 

TN September 1757,. a convention was agreed His Britan- 
•^ upon between the Duke of Cumberland and fi'. ^*'*'^ 
the. Marflial Duke de Richelieu -, but France was ^''^^ f^*" 
no.fooner informed of it^ than {he plainly mani- ^Jircon- 
fefted, that fhe would not acknowledge the va- ^^°-?°°' 
lyity of the faid convention, but,, on condition 
that the Hanoverian, troops Ihould -engage not to 
< E e 2 fcrve 
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fervc during the prcfent war againft France and 
her allies. And fhe aifo infifted on difarnving the 
auxiliary troops, upon returning into their own 

country. 

The Duke of Cumberland, who had, on his 
part, fulfilled all the conditions of the convention, 
and caufcd part of the troops, deftihcd on their 
return for the country of Lawcnbourg, to begin 
their march, could not confider this new demand 
othcrwife than as a manifcft breach ©f the con- 
vention^; the Marflial T>vkt de RicheKeu having 
cn<yagcd not only to let the auxiliary troi^s de- 
part freely,, but the convention alfo fetting forth 
in exprefs terms, that .they fhould not be re- 
garded as prifoners of war, under which quality 
atone the condition of laying down their arnis 
cwld take place. Upon this, his Royal High- 
neft f€«t orders to the faid troops to halt. 

To reconcile this difFercnce, expedients were • 
propofed', which left no fliadow of pretext to the 
oppofite party. But all in vain. The troops, 
pent up in a narrow diftrift, were cxpofed to the 
rigour of the feafon, and cut off from- all ne- - 
ceffarics and conveniences of every kind. 

The French at prcfent pretend to treat the con- 
vention as a ntere military fcbcme ; and indeed ic 
was at firft nothing more : but on account of the 
above dfeclaration of the^ court of France, which 
expreftly fufpended its* validity, and in confe- 
qwhee of the negociation for difarming the aux- 
iliaries, to which the French general would give 
no anfwcr categorically, withoud: waiting for ia- 

llrudions 
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ilrudions from Vcrfaillcs, the nature oE that aft ^ • •^• 
was totally changed; and that which was then 
an a6l between general and general, is now be- 
come a court affair. 

Hard as the conditions of the convention were, 
for the troops of his Britannic Majcfty, Eleftor 
of Hanover, the King would hare acquiefocd in 
then), if the French had not difcovered their de- 
fign of totally ruining his army and his domi- 
nions ; and, by the moft evident infra<5):ions and 
outrageous conduct, have fet the King free from 
every obligation, under which he was laid by the 
convention. 

The great end of the conventional a<5l (and 
end in itfelf of the very nature and eflcnce of a 
provifional armiftice) was to enter dire<Slly on ne- 
gociations of peace, in order to prevent the total 
ruin of the Eledbrate of Brunfwic-Lunenbourg, 
and to procure an accommodation for his Majedy's 
allies. But the court of France has not only de- 
clared, time after time, that fhe would not lend a 
hand towards a definitive paciBcation with his 
Majefty, in quality of Eleftor, but has fhewn 
plainly, by her continual violences;, excefies, and 
infupportable exaftions, fince the figning the con- 
vention, that her refolution is, abfolutely to dc- 
Ikraf the King's Ekftoral eftaces, as well as thoTe 
of his allies. 

In the midft of a truce, the moft open boftili- 
ties have been committed. The caftle of Schartz- 
fcls has been forcibly feized, and the garrifon 
inadc prifoners of war. The prii^ners made by 

E e 3 the 
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A. D. the French before the convention have not bcrti 
reftored, though this was a point exprefsly ftipn- 
latcd between the delegated generals, and was ex- 
adtly fatisfied on our part, by the immediate re- 
leafe of the French prifoners*. The bailiffs of the 
refer ved diftrids, into wHich the French troops 
were on no pretence to enter, have been fum- 
moned, under pain of military execution, to ap- 
pear before the French commiffary, with defign 
of compelling them to deliver the domainal re- 
ceipts of the public revenue, of which they ai'e 
the adminiftrators. They have appropriated to 
themfclves part of thofe magazines, which by ex- 
prefs agreement were to remain with the Eleftoral 
troops; and they ftill go on with feizing the 
houfes, revenues, and corn belonging to his Ma- 
jefty in the city of Bremen, in Ipight of the re- 
ciprocal engagement, whereby they are held to 
regard that city as a place abfolutely free atnj 
neutral. Aqd, laftly, they have proceeded to me- 
naces, unheard of among a civihzed people, of 
burning, facking and deftroying all before them 
without remorfe. 

All thefe violent and unjuft proceedings are in- 
conteftible proofs, that the French will not admit 
the convention as obligatory, any farther than as it 
may prove ruinous to his Britannic Majefly. They 
deny that they are tied down to any thing, and 
aflert a power, of ading at will. To fo infup- 
portable a degree of infolence have they carried 
matters, that the Kiiig holds himfelf not only at 
liberty, but even Tieccffitated, without further re- 

. gar4 
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gar4 to, the .convention^ fp often and fo openly . -A. D. 
violated by the Fren(;bi to have, recourfe to arms,as ^^^' 
th^^me^ns^ which the Almighty has put into his 
hands, for delivering his faithful fubjefts and allies 
from, the oppreflion^, with which they groan. 

. 4s his Majefty has neyer thought of arming 
ofFenfivcly againft any power whatever, but folely 
with a view of defending himfelf and his allies, 
he fepofes his confidence' in God, and hopes for 
his bepedi&ion on the juftice of his enterprizes. 

As foon as it was confirmed that the Hanove- 
rians were in motion, and repairing to the com- 
mand of Prince Ferdinand, M. Duke de Riche- 
lieu wrote him this letter, as commander in chief 
of thfe Hanoverian army. 

> 

SIR, 

f 

A LTHOUGH for fome days paft I have per- Duke de 
, ceived the Hanoverian troops in motion, in j^Jje^^^f"^" * 
ordpr jto form, themfelves into a body, I could PrinccFcr- 
not imagine the objeft of thefe movements was 
to break the convention of neutrality, figned the 
Sth and loth of September, between his Roy 4 
Hjghnefs the Duke of Cumberland and me. The 
good faith, which I naturally fuppofed on the 
part of the King of England Eleftor of Hano- 
ver, and of his fon, who Cgned the faid converir 
tipn, blinded me fo far as to make me beliey? 
that the aflembling of thefe troops had no other 
^eljign than ^ to go into the winter-quarters that 
had b^a affigned them. The repeated adv;ces, 
/ . . E e 4 ^ which 
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^: ?' whicfc came to me from every quarter^ of the bad 
intentiohs of' the HanoveriMs, at length opelned 
my eyes ; and, at prefent, one may fee very ckarly 
that there is a plan formed to break the articles of 
a convention, which ought to be facred and in- 
violable*— The Xing my mafter having been in- 
formed of thefe dangerous movements, and of 
the infidelity of the Hanoverians, is ftill willing 
to give frefh proofs of his moderation, and of his 
defire to fpare the effufion of human blood. It h 
with this view that I have the honour to declare 
to your Serene Highnefs, in the name of his moft 
Chriftian Majcfty, that I perfift in my rcfolutioh 
of fulfilling cxaftiy all the points of the. conven- 
tion, provided the Hanoverian army, on its part, 
does the fame : but I cannot conceal froni yout 
Serene Highnefs, that, if, contrary to all expefta- 
tion, it ihould take any equivocal flep, and ftill 
more, if it (hould commit any aft of hoftility, I 
IhaU then pufh matters to the laft extremity, Jook- 
ing upon myfelf as authorifed fo to do by the laws 
of war •, I Ihall fet fire to all the palaces, rpyd 
houfes, and gardens ; I fhall fack all the towns 
and villages, without fparing the fmallcft cabin ; 
ih thof r, this country (hall feel all the horrors of 
war, I advife your Serene Highnefs to reflect oa 
all this, and not to lay me under the neceffity of 
taking fteps fo contrary to the natural humanity 
of the French nation, and alfo to my perfbnat 
charaften ' ' * 

RlCH»|.I«V, 
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P.S. M. Lc Comte de Lynar, ambaflador of ' A. D. 
the King of Denmark, who was mediator for the '^^' 
convention, has been fo kind as to take t3poa him 
to lay eVery thing in his power to your Serene 
Highnefs, in order toffrevent the fatal confoqucnccs 
with which this country is thrcatncd. 

To this letter the Hanoverian general returned PrinccFcr- 
a very laconic and rclolute anlwer, becoming a anrwer. 
jgx>od general and a juQ: caufe ; importing that he 
was determined to abide by the confequences, and 
would decide the difputcs, which had been unjuftly 
ftarted by the French, in perfon at the head of 
his army ". 

Matters began to ripen apace for adlion, not- Botfcar- 
withftanding the advanced feafon. Both armies J^^^^j^* 
re-enter the field. The Hanoverians, ipirited 
up with refentmcnt for the bafe ufege they had 
received, were eager for an opportunity to wipe 
dff the di%race of their fummer's campaign, and 
to deliver their country from the unheard-of op- 
preffions and cruelties exercifcd by their French . 
invaders. They rendefvouzed at Stade : and 
prince Ferdinand marched with all expedition to > ^ 
feek the enemy, and to drive them out of the 

» Prince Ferdinand of Brttnfvick tBned the following or-' 
den. ** All officers* ma^ftrates^ and other, regents of his 
** Britannic Majeftj^'s German doounionc, are enjoined^ hf 
** thefe prefents^ not to execute any orders from the generality 
'* or intendency of the French ; but to fend them to me im- 
** mediately, and to fecure the bearers as fpies, that, they may 
^ be UM«4 In a mmxn^ faataMe to their demerits." - 

^ Eledtorate, ^ 
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A.D. Eleaoratc. They prefcntly cimxe ta blows. Ooff 

"757' divtfion uadv Genei?ai- ,GoUnt Schuylenbufg^ 

came up with zopo of the cnemy'^ .rc;ar at £!>• 

Hoiyiities ftorfF, as 'thcy >wei?e marching t^.ZeU, and dcr 

commencc. £^^^ thcfn entirely. Gciwai Zaftrow, with an- 

" other divifion, d^i^at^ another confiderable body 
of the French, near the Allen Thefe flcirmilhes 
and advantages animated the Hanoverian army, 
already fpirited up with revenge, and ftruck fuph 
a panic into the enemy, that they met with hvit 
Harbourg fmall refiftancc. ' Harl;>ourg, at 6rft fetting out, 
^^^^' gave them the moft trouble, by the obftinacy of 
the French commander, who retired into the caftle, 
and would not furrender by capitulation, till all the 
fortifications were demoliOied. This delayed the 
march of the Hanoverians, and gave the Frencli 
time to colleft their diftant parties. 
The M. Duke de Richelieu retired to Zell with as 

niy'^e-"' niuch prccipitation before the Hanoverian armjr, 
^^^' as the Hanoverian army, in the fummer, had re- 
tired before the French to Stade -, and left in that 
city a moft horrid example of the reality of his 
barbarous intentions threatned in his letter to Prince 
Their cru- Ferdinand. Here it was thought M. Richelieu 
zdJ.* had refolved to make a ftand. Here he called in 
bis advanced parties, abandoned feveral.magazines,. 
burnt and dcftroyed the farn¥-houfcs and Iheepj- 
walks belonging to his Britannic M'ajefty, in defiance 
of the rcprefentations made on that head by Prince 
Ferdinand* And he gave. ib^ great a fway to his 
pafiion, that, after unmanoiag himfelf, and de*; 
iivering.ilp the city to be plundered by his troops, 

againfi; 
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againfl: aU the rules of war, he ordered the fuburbs 
to be burnt to a(hes, and not to fpare the orphan • 
houfc of hclplefs children, who periflied in the 
fire; the inhumfan French marihal glutting his 
eye^, like another Nero, with a city in flames. Retire Into 
Within this ruinfcd cit^ Hiciielieu entrenched his qu^tc«. 
army; and by their natural fuuation arid weight 
of artillery, they guarded the river (b effeflually, * 
that Prince Ferdinand could not pafs the Alien 
The feverity of the feafon, which' fet in widi ^ 
hard weather, forced him to retreat to Ultzen and 
Lunenburg for quarters, and to leave the French^ 
in ix^ffeffion of Hanover, in whofc capital M. Dukfe 
de Richelieu fixed his head quarters; though 
there continued to be frequent ikirmiihes with va« 
rious fuccefs between the out parties. 

Before M, Duke de Richelieu left Zell, he pub- 
liflied the following ordinance for coUedifig the 
public revenues of the Eleftorate of Hanover. 



Lewis Fra. Armand du Pleffis^ D. de RicbeUeUy Ge- 
neral of the French army in Germany. 

^TpHE breaking of the capitulation of Clofter- ordinance 
^ Seven, in fpite of the moft folemn treaty; |^e*^°"^f 
and the word of honour given by the generals, ""«• 
renders void the treaty made with the country of 
Hanover, when the King's army entered it -, and 
this infraftion of good faith requires /the greateft 
rigour toward the Hanoverian army, now aftuaffy 
in hoftilitics. 

Where- 
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A. D. V^herefore we order, that all the goods, and 
'^^^* all other eSb&s of what oacure ibever, belongtng 
to all the officers, or others aftualiy with the faid 
Hanoverian army, be confilcated to the King's 
life, and that the adminiftrator in general of the 
conquered countries take poffeffion thereof, in 
order to coUefi: the revenues arifing tlierefrom, 
whieh are to be added to the contributions ; and 
to make ufe of them in the pioft advantageous 
manner for his Majefty, in whatever places of the 
conquered countries they may be fituated. 

We ilriftly require Monf. k Due de Randan, 

commander in the country of Hanover, and all 

other commanders, to enforce the execution :of 

4iieie prefents, and to fupport the fame as fkr as 

it may concern them. ^ ' : 

DoneatZell, December 22, 1757. 

(Silgned) The Marlhal Due de Richelieu. 

And underneath Le Lurez. 

iteimtTfcs After fuch notorious proofs of French pierfidy as 
tkcrtoii. ^pg here laid before the public, it is aftonifhing to 
hear thefe tyrants and murderers of mankind com- 
plain of the Pruffians appropriating to themfelve^, 
without any declaration of war, withput either 
reafon or juftice, the revenues of the duchy pf 
Mecklenburg, whofe fovereign had adually en- 
tered into a treaty to join his forces with theirs, and 
h^d marched to the aflfiftance of the Swedes, who 
. were at that time engaged in the conqueft of Pruflian 
Pomerania. Yet fuch is their way of rcafoning, 
that it is lawful for then) to invade, upon the 

moft 
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moft frivolous pretences, countries in peacJe with A- D. 
ail the world ; but other Princes mall make no ^^^/'^ 
attack upon thevr known enertiies, till the mortal 
blow has been ftruck y by which they are deprived 
of the power to make reprifals; The city of 
Mecklin has undoubtedly been feverely dealt with, 
the Duke driven from his palace, and the wholb 
country ravaged. And the calamities of the Elec- 
torate of Saxony are not to beexpreffed: fatherly 
murdered for concealing their fugitive ions ; mer- 
chants plundered for not producing greater fums 
of money than they are worth ; the real and per- 
fenal eftates of defertcrs, of whatever quality^ 
confifcated ; and the caftles and palaces of the; an- 
tient nobility plundered and levelled with the 
ground ; their plantations razed, and their gardens 
and pkafure-houfes defaced and trodden under 
foot.by horfes. Thcfc are the mildeft calamines 
that the poor inhabitants fufier, in the countries 
in fubjeftion to the conl^uerors in the pre- 
fent war. Where the French, the Auftrians, or 
the Ruffians have gained the afcendancy, thfe 
moft horrible barbarities are and have been cod>» 
roitted. 

• Some people fay, that the convention of Clofter- 
Seven furnifhed a fine opportunity for breaking 
the chadn, which bound Great Britain to a con-, 
tinencal war, and they, with the ^me breathy 
Uame the miniftry for confcnting to the Hano- 
verians refuming their arms. But thofe, people 
fkould know. That it was not -in the miniftry's 
power to hinder the Hanoverians refuming their . 

arms. 
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. A. D. arras, his Majeily^ as Elcflpr of Hanover^ fras 
^757* j^^jj. obliged to a(5 by confent erf a Britifh privy- 
council, relative to the affairs of ]^anqver ; they 
had no aythority over his cledpral iubjeds ; h^e is 
a &tbe'r to them as well gs to w : and he, in c^ac 
capacity, is without co/itroul. ,So that, if he chqfe 
to order his Hanoverian fubjed;s to take, qp ar^St 
'twas not in . the power pf a BriuQa miniftry to 
prevent it. But the fad is this. The Engjljiiji 
approved of the meafure : they humanely qpj^fi* 
der^d the Hanoverians, as ru6f<?rers on their account : 
the French had entered the Electorate merely bc- 
cauie of the war with Eqgland^ and. every one 
pitied the unhappy calamity,, which fell in a par* 
ticular manner heavy on them, who were innocent 
f^fferers in anqthei/s caufe, and who bad giveAJrio 
room for offence. The people, of England* vv^tk 
a. fpirit of true benevolence, difp^ffionatcly re- 
fjeftedon the whole ft ate and hardlhip of their im- 
happy condition, and on the caure,,which brought 
upon them the worft of all mifedes, that of theijr, 
country being made the fcene of war ; and were as 
much rejoiced at the H^^noverians refuming tbpir 
arms, as the Hanoverians could be themfelves.^ 
infomuch that the. parliament voted ioo,qqq1. 
for their immediate fupport. 
Affairs of - His Pruffian Majefty being made cafy, on the 
Pi-uflia. p^j.^ ^£ Hanover ; which found fufficient employ* 
ment for the French grand army,, ready on. the 
fir ft occafion to pour down their whole fprce upon 
him, he had only the Imperialiftis and Auftriaos 
to guard againft. 

Various 
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"Various ftfrmiflies, and fome- dHadvafttageous A. D 
aftloris, had followed his lofs. at Kolin. Gabel, *^^^' 
aai important piSs^ and wett* girrifondd with four puffed, "' 
battalions, under the fcommahd of Major-Gencral 
Putkammer, fituate 45etwecn Boenifli- Lcypa and 
Zittau, was furprifed and taken by a'fttong detach- 
ment under the command of the Duke ^I'Arem- 
berg and M. Macguire ^. It- was with fomc 
difficulty' that Prince Henry, the King's brother, 
ordered with a detachment to watch their mo- 
tioris, efcaped their fuperior force % which was 
afterwards viented with circumftan<5es of. moft 

horrid cruelty againft Zittau, a' trading town' in 'zittau 
Upper Saxony, garrifoned by fix battalions. Here ^"^"'' 
were feveral large magazines aHo. They, de- 
termined to carry this place, before the King of 
Priiffia could march to its relief, attacked it with 
uncominbn fury. They began to bombard and 
cannonade it on the 23d of July, without any re- 
gard to the Saxon' inhabitants ; and it continued Gamfon 
with foch rage, that all the garrifon; except about ^^*^^P** 
300 under Colonel Diricke, judged it moft proper 
to retreat, with as much of the magazines, as they 
could carry off. Colonel Diricke had orders to 
maintain that poft as long as pdffiblc. Which 
he would not give up till the whole place was -de- 
ftroyed. The cannonading began iat eleven o'clock 
at noon, and continued no longer than till five in 
the evening. But fuch was the quantity and kfnd 

» • • • * ,' . 

•^ On the i8tli of Jone 1757, 
• * .Seepage. 25 8, Vol. II; 

of 
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A. D. of thofe inftroments' of death and deftru6(ioii, tfaat 
'^^'* fix hundred houfes ^ncf upwards, alnibfl: all the 
^JK*^ public buildings, the Cathedrals of St. John and 
«adc. St. James, the orphan-houfe, eight parfonagc* 
faotifes, eight fchbols, the town-houfe, the public 
weigh-houfe, the prifon, were fet on fire or beaten 
down by 4000 balls, many of tl^m red hot, which 
fet fire to the houfes in feveral places ; in which 
oonflagration were confirmed, the records in the 
towH-houfe, the archives and all other documents 
of the town council, the pifbares^ ftatues, plate 
and other things of vakie, prefetited to the town 
by Emperors, &c. And what was moft deplorable^ 
upwards of 400 citizens were killed. Wbatefeapcxf 
the flames was plundered and carried Off by the 
Auftrians, PaBA)ttrs, and Sclavonkfis, as foon asr 
they could force their way into the town, during 
the confufion of the conflagration. For, in-^ 
ftcad of affifting the inhabttacnts to cxtingutlh the 
fire, thcy^ fell to plunder what was to be founds 
making no diftindion between Pruffiaara and th4 
inhabitants of Zittao ; though, thb town, bdof^d 
- to the King of Potand, tJieir friend and ally. 
M' Keith M'arfhal Keith was now ordered to quit the 
harraffed. „^ountains of Bohemia, and to join thf Kjog-s 
army t In his march his rear was mwch itarralfed 
by the enemy's irregulars, who? catrkd off fomt 
of his baggage and provifions. He iwt the 
King*8 ar- King's army between Bautzen and Gorlitzi' an4 
"^^* the united force of thefe armies fimounted to 

60,000 men, bcfides twelve battafions' and ten 
fquadrons, which were ftationed at Pirna^ imdcr 

|hc 
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the Prince of Anhault DefEiu, to prevent any fuN A. D. 

I7CT 

piife upon Drcfdcn, to fccurc the pafles of the '^'* 
mountains, and to check the incurdons of the 
Auftrian irregulars : with whom there happenedjoaUy to* 
daily ikirmiflies with various fuccefs. But thefc."*^^^'* 
adion$ did not weaken tiie PrufTian armies fb 
much) as defertion ; a misfortune that will happen 
tp every Prince, whofc army is compofcd of fo- 
r^ners, who only ferye fqr* pay, without any 
regard for, the ii^tereft of the king or country, in, 
wboie ciiufe:they are cnlifted, ' 

A lacgie body of AuilriaDs entered Sileifia, an4 
penetrated as far as Br^flau ; but were not in a 
condition to befiege it,, in fight of the Prince of 
Bevern's army, encamped near that city. Fromschweid- 
wheuice they turned to Schweidnitz, an important f^^^^^^^^' 
fortre&, and the key of that duchy, which was. 
the caufe of the w^n They befiegcd this fortrefs, 
in form^; which took them up to the i2tH of 
November ; when a garrifon of 4000 furrendered 
-thcmfelves prifoners. of war. 

While the Aqftrians were thus employed, his m^ p^uC^ 
Pruflian Majefty endeavoured to draw their grand •^J.^",,^^j: 
army into fuch circumftances, as might enable pofitions to 
him to fight them with advantage. For this pur- eng^y! ^ 
pofe he quitted hts camp at Bautzen, and took 
the rout cif Gorlitz ; and after fcveral other mo- 
tions, he took poft at Budin on the i5Jth of 
Au^ft. Here, being rightly inforincd of the 
dcfigns of the Imperial army, in conjundion 

y Opened the trenchc* on the 27th of Oaofccr. 

: Vol. II. Ff with 
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with the French under the Prince de Soubife^ 
againft Saxony, he &w it was neceflary to accele^ 
rate his own motions, and to force the Auftrians to* 
a battle, if pofiibk, before the Imperial army, ' 
which was advancing very faft, could arrive at 
the place of their deftination. But all his art and 
ftratagem could not bring it to bear. He drew up 
his army in (ight c^ the Auftrians, to bid them 
defiance. He even detached 16000 men, under 
General Winterfcldt, oh the other fide the Niefe, 
to take them in flanks As this would fx>c do, no 
time was to be loft. He refplves to meet the Im- 
perialifts, and to bring them to an engagement ; 
leaving 30,000 men near Gorlit? under the Prince 
of Bevern, Prince Feidinaind and .Qeneral Win- 
terfcldt, to obferve the motkxns of the Auftrian 
army ; who immediately came out of their camp, 
when it was knovn, that his PniiTian Majefty 
had left it *, and 50cx:i of them attacked two bac«- 
talions in General Winterfcldt*s divifion, which 
they cut to pieces. But what was accounted the 
greateft misfortune on this occafion wu the I0& 
of the general hin^elf, who received a wound of 
which 'he afterwards died* 

His Majefty being informed that the army oi 
the empire^ and the forces of the Princo de Sou- 
.bife were aflembled at Erfurth, with a vfew.to 
penetrate into Saxpny, to make themfelves mailanrs 
of the Elbe, he ordered p^t oi his army to march 
to Naumbourg. The light«horie» in their march^ 
had a fkirmifli with the enemy^ greatly to the ad- 
vantage of the Pruffians« The army p^d the 

Sala 
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Sala at Naumbourgv and proceeded to ftittdlledt. A. 1>. 
Here he received advkeof the convention being .^* 

• figned at Cldfter- Seven ; and of" the invafion of 
Halberftadt by the Duke de Richelieu ^ agalnft 
whom he detached Prince Ferdinand of Bmafwidc^ PHnce Fer- 
who icoiired the oountryand ijcat «p rfie qtKUters g^^JJ^^^ 
of the Frendi at Egielen, and made twenty Ay^cde 

^ i^cers and four himdfed fiddiers prironerst bat ' ^ 
^hen die grand army of France advanced ag^hitl 
Hm, he took up ibdi quarters at Waftflefeen^ 
that be ^uM hinder their receiving provillons. 

The King having coHefted his forces^ ad'tanced King of 
toErfurdi* On which the linperialifta retired, E^^r'l ^* 
and w^e driven as far ai the hilis of Eitenach. 
Nothing more could be done as this time^ except 
ftretching an advanced poft of huflkrs and dra*^ 
goons^ as far as^ Gotha, whish maintained its 
ground againft a large body, utid^ Prince Hild^ 
boui^aufeiif feat xo diflodge it« 

In this fuuation the armies remained till aboiit General 
the laft week in Oftobetj when a body of How- ^addick 

. , ' penetrate* 

.ganans pcmtrated through Lu&tta mto Braoden- to Berlin, 
-bourg, under General Haddick, up to the gates 
of Berlin ; w!uch city he laid under contribution : 
a part of which was favcd by the leaibnable ap- 
proach of thie Prince of Anhault DeflTay. In the 
mtan time the odierpart of the army iretited to 
liripfick) under General Keith. The time was 
now hafiening forward for aftic^. The Impe- ^he im- 
'rialifts thousht it moft adv^able and fafe, to feiK p»ifiiit> 

1 /• • 1 1 -n ^ /« refolve to 

the prelent opportunity, when the Pruflian forces attack Ge* 
were thus divided and Operated at fuch a diftance. j^^j"! 

F f 2 Therefore 
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A. D. Therefore they advanced by cantonments through 
'^^^* Naumboui^, Zccts and Weiflcnfels, imagining 
that they could make themfclves matters of the ■ 
courfe of the Sala, of Leiplic and of the Prufliani 
magazines at Torgau. 
Pruflian Upon this advice, and that the Prince of Saxe- 
^mhu at Hilburghaufen and the Prince of Soubife were in 
Lcipfic. foil march, to attack M. Keith, the King ordered 
his army to aflemble at Leipfic. Which was per- 
formed with fuch expedition, that the troops from 
Lufatia, and from the county of Magdebourg, 
• arrived on the 26th of Oftober. Every neceflary 
difpofition was made to give the enemy batde. 
Theimpe- But they Were ftill bafliful; though the plains of 
^e! ^' Lutzen afforded a moil fpacious field of battle. 
On the 30th the King advanced nearer, and on 
the 3 ift he drew up his army to fall upon the ene« 
Five htin* my in their quarters -, and made 500 prifoners in 
foncrs!"' paffing through Weiffenfels and Merfeburg ; but 
could reach no further than Lutzen. Next day, 
upon advice that the enemy were retiring on all 
fides, the King marched with the vanguard to 
Weiffenfels, and attacked that city with fuch vi- 
gour, that the Bavarian troops, and the troops of 
the circles, were fprced to abandon the poft, and 
Three to retreat, having loft 300 men, who were made 
prifonew. prMbaers. The enemy, to ' cover their retreat^ 
burnt the bridge ' on the Sala *, and the pofition of 
the Imperialifts on the opipofite fide of that river, 
facing Weiffenfels, behind cnclofures of vineyards 

« Which had cofi above 100^000 croiratf boitdiDg. 

and 
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and in huts, to prevent the repairs of the bridge, A- 1>- 
indicated their intention to difputc the paffage of ^^^* 
the Sala with the Pruffians. M. Keith, who had 
advanced with the main body of the army to 
Merfebourg, where fourteen French battalions were 
poiled, found the bridge at that place burnt; 
and continuing his march to Hal], he found tkox 
the fame precaution had been taken by another de- 
tachment of French troops at that bridge- But 
M. Keith prelcntly repaired it, and forced the enemy DnVen 
to evacuate all • the pofts they had on that river, ^f®™ ^^\ 

* their pofts 

and retire to Michcles. Being now in poffeffion on the 
of Hall, Merfebourg, and Weiffenfcls, and their ^^^^' 
bridges repaired, the whole Pruflian army croffcd 
the river Sala, in three columns ; and they Joined 
the fame day at the village of Rofbach, facing the ^ 
enemy's camp. 

The King went immediately to reconnoitre the King of 
enemy's fituation and ftrength ; and finding that ^^^^^^ 
it might be attacked on the right, he propofed to attacktheir 
do it next day. But though every difpofition was ""'^* 
made to carry this refolution into execution -, and 
the cavalry was put in motion in the van, it was 
countermanded ;- becaufc, upon arriving at the 
eminences, from whence the enemy had been re- 
connoitred the day before, it was found, that they 
,had changed . tb^ poGtion of their camp. It now j^^ ^^^^^ 
not only faced the Pruffian army, but it was cor ^^on and 
vered in front by a large holbw way. Its right *'"^^' 
was upon an eminence in a wood, fortified with 
three redoubts, bcfides barricades of trees. Which 
made it uqadvifeablc to proceed to the intended 

F f 3 'attack 
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-A. d: attack. Therefore tfac infantry encamped^ aod 
*'^^^* the cavalry did fo Kkcwife \ As the reafons were 
dropt?^*^ not known to the enemy for this foddcn allcratioft 
in the motions of the Piufiian aroiy, they, perhaps^ 
attributed their re^ncampmem to a diffidence in 
their awn ftrengtk, and upon thds prefomptions. 
(Jecacbed fi^ver^l parties. to harrafs them in cafe of 
a retreat, 
Encourag- This procraftinacioH of the PrajSian army, whick 
pcriaiSibto ^11 ^oi^t ^^ &^^^ ^^^ greateft figns of an in- 
t^TfaX ^''^^^'^ ^° ^^^^ ^^^ Impcrialifts to an aSion, ope- 
rated fo ef&dualiy on the enemy^ that it brought 
tjiem to a reibiucion ^ not only to wait for them, IQ 

which 

• with the lofs offline men killed by the enemy's cannon, 
which did no other execution* though continued the who^e 
day. 

^ It is h^ty poiBUe to 9CC0iittt fm thci condnfl of the Im- 
periia^ifb and French* retreating fo often before an enemy iq 
inuch inferior to them in numbers ; and whom* it was com* 
monly thought they were fent to cruih, in puxfuance of the 
ban of the Empire. But the following letter from an officer 
of the combined army, dated Nov. 1 2, will help te fet us 
right as to the intentions of the oiRcers in the rmperial army^, 
and give light in fovnc other particulars* relative to the enfuing 
battle. — r-*' Thf Prince de Soubifet having- received orders 
from his court,, not to lead the army of his moft Chriftian 
Majefly beyond the Sala, but at the fame time not to omit any 
occafion that might offer of fighting the* Kmg of FnifBa oa 
^this fide that river^ it was judged proper, that the eombiMd 
army (hoold provide themfelves with a godd camp, ^d there 
refolutely wait for the enemy> In confequence of which re- 
Iblufioa, they- pc^upicd that of Micheles, the ?d of Nov^ 
ivhere they were pofted fo as to have a wood on the right, 
Wher^il |bf |^ ba^alions of tl^e troops pf di^ Empire (tl«e 

reft 
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which his Pruffian Majefly had fo Jong in vain A.D. 
attempted to provoke them; but to attack them '^^^* 

in 

red hating beenietached, by order of the Mu-graye of Baden- 
Durlachy along the Sala, for the fecurity of the interior circles} 
had orders to continue and cover tbemfelves by felling trees* 
and dijs place was fortified befides with fome redoubts, being 
tke only one againft which the enemy could form its attack^ 
and the intervals were gaarded by feveral pieces of artillery. 
The Ifliperial cavalry and that of the Empire, occupied a very 
advanu^us fpot near this wood, and extremely proper for 
their purpofe. ^The French troops, whofe left wing was de» 
fended by an impradicable ravin, joined them; beiides aU 
which there was a corpe of referve,. of eight battalions and i6 
iqnadrons. of the fa»e auxiliary troops, to be employed at 
OGCafion might require. 

' In this pofture nothing could be more defirable than to be 
attacked. On the .3d the enemy appeared, and reconnoitred 
the camp from the eminences, but difcovered no tokens or dif- 
poition to rifi|ue an adios with the combined army fo advan- 
txsgtonAf peftcd, but encamped near the village of Rofbach, 
whese it was equally iaacceffible both in front and flanks. 
This canoip was on a ravin and a fmall eminence. A brook, 
BO ways confiderable but ibr its fteep banks, perfe^y covered' 
either army from the other ; and the troops polted in the man^ 
ner of aik amphitheatre, formed two lines of infantry on the 
Itanging of tke htU, and die tUrd of cavalry, in the plain be^ 
feiad the two former. 

It was three in the afternoon before they quitted their camp, 
and made a ihew of retreating to Merfebonrg : but taking ad- 
vaaiage of an eminence, which intercepted them and tbetr , 
netioBa from oar view* diey ranged: their cavalry behind it. 
A perfen of cre^t and diftinftion came in the interim, and 
afiiued the Duke of Saxe Hikkbonrghaufen, general of the 
combined army, that there was fcarce a handful of the enemy 
behind the faid eminence. Biit bye and bye we faw them ad« 

F f 4 vancing 
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A. D. in their camp. For, on the 5th, about nint in the 

'^5^' morning, thdr infantry, which bad drawn nearpr, 

upon the rifing grounds, towatds the Pruflian 

camp, filed off to the right, and the whole army 

was put in motion ; a large body of cavalry at 

vancing on a fall gallop towards our flank. The Duke, how- 
ever, guned time fufficient for forming the two Imperial regi- 
ments of cavalry on the firfk line, and thofe of the Empire on 
the fecond, by difpofing the Hank in front. Himfelf in perfon 
led tm the two forstier regiments to the charge, and attacked 
the enemy with fo much bravery, that we could fee the two 
parties, for a conilderable time, engaging hand in hand. At 
length the Imperial cavalry began to penetrate through them ; 
but the enemas cavalry, much fupericr in number to oars, 
found means to fnrround them ; however, they recovered tfadr - 
order, and, inconjundion with the French cavalry ,..repuMed 
the enemy four times. The Marquis de-Caftrees fignalized 
himfelf on this pccaiion^ and received two wounds on the head 
from a fword. 

The Prince of Slucony, in the mean while, put himfelf at 
the head of the infantry, and the officers of the French army 
haviqg propofed to him to attack that of the enemy in co- 
lumns, with bayonets fixt, his Serene Highnefs exprefled his 
fatisfadtion at fo vigorous a refolution, and condudled in perfon 
the re^ment of Piedmont within 30 or 40 paces of the enemy . 
but the terrible fire which they made at once of their artiHery 
.and mufqueiry, obliged that brave regiment to retreat ; and 
inftantly fuch an univerfal pai^ic pofleffed all the troops, that 
.it was impofllble to (lop one fmgle battalion or fquadron. Our 
general in chief, as well as the Prince de Soubife, the French 
commandant, took all imaginable pains to rally the troops, 
but to no purpofe ; they were all quite overwhelmed with 
' tcau-or. . It was therefore conclnded, to contrive how to fecure 
; a Retreat* The night favouring ns, the combined army pro- 
iited of that circumflance, and retired to Frtibpiirg, and after- 
wards over the Unflrot.'* 
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the fame time marched towards the left» direfting A. D, 
their march all along to the rifing grounds, with ^^^' 
ivhich the Pruffian canvp, that lay. in the bottom 
between the villages of Bederow and Ro(bach, 
was furrounded, and within the reach of large 
cannon. About noon the head of the columns 
was perceived to rife upon the extremity of the 
left of the Pruffian army. Put it was two o'clock 
before any certain judgment could be formed of 
the intention of all thefe movements : when k 
being manifeft, that they by endeavouring to 
double the left of the Pruffians, and diredling 
their march towards Merfeburg, to cut off a re- 
treat in cafe of a defeat, intended to attack the 
King's army, and that all their difpofitions were 
calculated with a profped to furround them, and 
to open the aftion by an attack in the rear ; his 



Pruffian Majefty feized the critical moment, defied King of 
their art, caught them in their own imaginations, ft-l^dT^s 
drew up his army in order of battle, and, by a hAlf ground, 
turn to the left, marched parallel with the enemy. 
In this pofition the King made the following 
fpeech to his army : ~— " My dear friends, the His fpeedi 
*' hour is now come, in which, all that is, and all ^°^^ ^°^" 
^' that ought to be dear to us, depends upon the 
V fwords, which are now drawn fdr the battle ; 
- ^^ time permits me to fay but little, nor is there 
*' occafion to fay much. You know that there is 
*' no labour, no hunger nor cold, no watching, 
^« ind no dinger that I have not (hared with you 
f^ Ijithetto; and you fee me.ready to lay down my 
: ./ "life 
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A* D. preventedthe conquerors reaping the fruits of their 
vidtory* So that; it may be faid, the night 
alone was the prefervation of that army, which 
was fo formidable in the morning of the fame 
day^ They took the benefit of the darknefs to 
hurry forwards to Freybourg, and there to pals 
the Unftrut, which they efFcded next morning 



after a whole night's march ^ 



The 



« TKis narrative of the battle and vi£lory at Rofbach, has 
never been contradidied ; but may be explained in feveral par- 
tjcntars by the following account, given in a letter from an 
officer in the army of the eroptre, prefent in this battle* 

At one in the morning of the 30th paft, we left oar quar- 
ters at Stoflen, and received orders to repair to Weifienfelds : 
the regiment of Varell marched through the city, and over 
the bridge, and was cantoned at Petra ; two regiments, viz. 
thofe of NafTau and Deux Fonts, and Rechman*s of Bavaria 
with two companies of French grenadiers remained at Weiflbn* 
feWs. 

On the 31ft, at Ave in the moming, the Pruilians came and 
atttacked the city : upon this, the whole army was ordered tp 
alTemble ; but Prince Hildburghaufen's quarters being at half 
a lease's diftance from the city, Prince George of d'Armftadt 
commanded in his abfence, and took every poffible method to 
snake refiftance i but it was too late : they were obliged to re- 
tire, and that noble bridge, which had coft above 100,000 
crowns, was burnt tofecure our retreat. The Pruf&an artillery 
inade a terrible fire, whilft the two regiments were paffing the 
bridge. The regiment -of I>e<ix Ponts loft four officers and 
xoo privateimeto^ upon tbisoccafion; the captains Manche- 
ro4e and Dapi^, lyith two .Ktutepante were among the former. 
The lofs of Rechman's. regiment amounted to 200 men, of 
whom fix were officers. The whole army continued befor^ 
the town, and the Felt Marihal in his quarters at Bugerau. 
Jn the night 30Q of the Wartzburg Imperial regiment were 

detached 
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The King fet out early on the 6th ia the morn* A. D, 
ing, with all his cavalry, fupported by four t>at- ^'^^^^ 

taiions 

detached to the place where the bridge had been, in order to 
obferve the enemy. 

Daring the whole night, a noife was heard in the city, oc« 
cafioned by the ftrokes of mallets ; but it wa$ aot difcbrerdi 
till bi^eakof day, that two houfes had. been turned into batter 
;cie8« As they^ were not yet finiihed, we e^Iy difinounted 
them with our fix pieces of cannon, which were Tent thither; 
and killed them four foldiers and one workman. 

The iirft of Nov. the fire from the artillery condnued on 
both fides till lo o'clock, when we began to march towards 
Merfebourg ; the baggage having gone before as far as Cam- 
burg, yve were forced to lie on the ground without wood ot 
draw. In the mean while the French were reinforced by 20 bat- 
talions and 1 8 fquadrons, commanded by the Due de Broglio..' 

The 3d of Nov. we put ourfelves in a poilure to wait the 
enemy ; at one in the afternoon we retreated a league towardc ^ 
Freybourg,* where we halted; at five we were drawn ap in 
order of battle ; and thus we advanced flowly, towards the 
enemy, all night. We were pofted in a wood on the right, 
where we covered ourfelves by felling trees ; and batteries were 
placed by the French on the two eminences at each end of the 
wood. On the 4th we were in prefence of the enemy, and 
cannonaded each other. The enemy's cavalry advanced, but 
were repulfed by ours, fuftained by the fire of our artillery* 
The enemy's infantry then moved forwards in three columns, 
but were alfo repulfed. On the 5th the cannonading began 
very early in the morning on both fides. The left wing of the 
enemy extended as far as Legen, and their right to Schorta ; 
and our army was polled in the wood at Waneroda. At noon, 
our army, as well as the French,- had orders to form the line 
of battle, and to march out of the entrenchments which we 
had made. We advanced towards the enemy, keeping a little, 
however, to the left. The enemy made a feint of retiring, 
on which we redoubled our pace, but we foon found what kind 

of 
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A. D. tAlions oi gnenadiei^ in |:iuriuic of the fugidyes ^ 
>757* until ordeiai for his whole infantry to follow hitii 
in two columns. Bur, as faid above, the enemy 
had pafled the Unftrqt ; and the Pruflians being 
obliged to repair the bridge at Freybourg, which 
the eneoiy h»d burner i( was five in the evening 
befoit the cavadry oouid come up with the enemy, 
drawn up in an advantageous manner upon the 
hills of Eckerfbcrg, which obliged his Majefty to 
wait the iffue of another day. He cantoned his 

of retreat they were making. In ordef to deceive us the more 
effe^ually, they had fent feme fquadrons towards Merfeburg^ 
but the reft of their army was drawn up behind an eminence^ 
whkh coBcealed them from us. It muft be confeffed^ that wer 
fell comple^tly into the fnare. The firil line of the French 
and our cavalry continued advancing ; when all on a fudden 
cwr right wing received a texfible fire from the enemj^, which 
we returned brii^ly* but as we had been obliged to advance in 
Come hurry, our ranks were a little difordered, which made 
the enemy's fire fall the more heavily upon us. Our cavalry 
fled the firft upon full gallop, but our artillery fupported us 
feme time longer : at laft the French Red likewife ; and being 
then no longer able to refill the eoemy, the rout became gene-' 
rsi]. We have loft all our baggage and artillery, and at leaft 
lOyOOO n^ea. We marched the whole night, and paffing the 
river Freybcrg arrived at Eckerfbcrg at fix o*clock in the 
morning. At two o^clock in the afternoon the Felt Marfhal 
and Prince George joined us. They had hardly fet down to 
.dinner, but we perceived the enemy at our hecFs, who can- 
nonaded us In-iikly ; and as our army was not got together^ 
nothing was left for us but to retreat. Having again marched 
all nighty we arrived at laH at Erfurth, where we how are in 
want of every thing, though we are rather better off than before. 
It is now eight days fince our men have had bread ; they have 
lived upon turnips and radifhes, which they dug out of the 
earth. '' 

army 
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army in the nearbft villages *, and the enemy hav- A« D. 
ing fled in the night, he contented himfelf with '^^^* 
the fuccefs of his hufiars, who took near 300 
baggage waggons * with their contents ; though 
there were fome of the irregulars, that puihed ' 
after them as far as Erfurth. 

This glorious viftory, glorious both in the ac- Lofs 00 
tion and in its confequences, was obtained with ^^ ^ 
very inconfiderable loft of the Pruffians, which 
did not exceed 300 men killed and wounded ; 
amongft whom was Colonel Prignitz, killed ; and 
Prince Heftry, General Seidlitz, and General 
Meinecke, wounded (lightly. But their enemy 
loft upwards of 3000 men> killed upon the field 
of battle, and above 6000 made prifonerst 
amongft whom were eight French generals, be- 
fides feveral German generals, and 250 officers 
of different ranks : 63 pieces of cannon, 15 ftand- 
ards, two pair <)f kettle drums, and feven pair of 
colours, fell alfo into the hands of the FruflianSy 
at the fame time ^. 

If we ferioufly attend to the premifes, and con- Remarks- 
fider the ftrength of both' armiies, either in re- 2" *^'* '''^ 
gard to their ficijattDn w nutnbers, it muft be ac- 

^ Some accounts raife the number of prifoners to io>ooo« 
and the pieces of cannon to 164 ; 300 lyaggon load of wound^ 
ed French and Swifs, were fent with the reft of the prifoners 
to Leipfick. General Revel, brother to the Duke de Broglio, 
died of his wounds the day after the battle at Merfeburg. 
N. B, It was faid, that this egregious misfortune was owing 
to the injudicious difpofitions of the two commanders ; and 
in part to the difcontent amongft the men» who were not onljr 
badly paid, but in great wane of bread, &€• 

2 . knowledged 
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A. D. knowledged that the battle was not to the ftrong y, 
*7$7^ jjm jj^^j j|^^ jj^j,^ of heaven appeared vifibly in' 

defence of Pruflia. The isnemy boalted that.th^y. 
were 70,000 ftrong. But ac^nrit that there were. 
QO more than ^50,000 effeftive combatants on the, 
field of battle; it was a vaft fuperiority. For, 
after the King. had left five battalions for the garri- 
iQn .of Lcipfick, a battalion at Halle, another at 
M^Heburg, and another, at Weifienfelds ; and hajd- 
fiationed the regiment of Winterfield to cover the. 
bs^age during the bartle,^ his whole force fcarce- 
ly amounted to 18,000 efFedivemen : upon whom: 
the whole weight of the adioh fell, > 
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